
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7209 December 3, 2020 
this was before at-home DNA testing— 
the Smith family strove to live up to 
Charles Carroll’s patriotic example. 

When Charlie was about 11, his father 
decided that the Smith family home 
should be a laboratory of democracy. 
They would discuss important events 
at the dinner table, and once a week, 
they would have a meeting to vote on 
matters involving the family. After 
just one or two of these family meet-
ings, Charlie had an epiphany. He told 
his sister Sheila: ‘‘You know, if we 
three kids stick together, we can out-
vote Mom and Dad.’’ He said: ‘‘I want a 
bike. What do you want?’’ Charlie fig-
ured out what both of his sisters want-
ed and how to deliver it. At the next 
family meeting, the girls supported 
Charlie’s proposal to buy him a bike. 
The kids won, and Charlie got his bike. 
The Smith family never held another 
family vote, but Charlie would go on to 
use his coalition-building skills in the 
interest of public service for the rest of 
his life. 

In 1968, Charlie joined the U.S. Army 
and served as an intelligence officer in 
Vietnam during the Tet offensive. 

He left public service in 1999 and 
began his second career as a lobbyist. 
He was respected by members of Con-
gress on both sides of the aisle as a 
straight shooter and a good man. 

Besides his family, politics, and pub-
lic service, Charlie loved the Chicago 
Bears and the Cubs and playing golf. 
Every Christmas season, Charlie hosted 
a party for his friends at the Army 
Navy Country Club in Arlington, VA. It 
was always a great, bipartisan celebra-
tion. This Friday, Charlie’s friends will 
gather by Zoom to remember him on 
what would have been his 26th annual 
Christmas party. He will be missed 
there, and he will be missed in the 
halls of Congress, in his old neighbor-
hood in Chicago, and many other 
places. 

Loretta and I send our condolences to 
Charlie’s wife Patti Turner; his sisters, 
Sheila Smith and Catherine Wilson; 
and his many, many friends. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO LAURA NOWLIN 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the honor of recognizing 
Laura Nowlin of Teton County for her 
compassion and dedication to her com-
munity. 

Since 1986, Laura has devoted her 
time to working at the Teton County 
Food Pantry as both a volunteer and a 
member of the executive board. Over 
the course of her 33 years at the food 
pantry, she ensured families in the 
community had healthy and hearty 
groceries with no exceptions. Rain or 
shine, Laura was always there to help 
the people of Teton County get the nu-
trition they needed. 

Recently named a board member 
emeritus of the pantry, Laura will be 
dearly missed by her colleagues. Her 

unwavering selflessness was an incred-
ibly valuable asset to both the pantry 
and her community. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize 
Laura for her tireless service to the 
people of Teton County. Her kindness 
and charitable approach to work serves 
as an inspiration to all Montanans who 
serve our communities.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROY LEE LINDSEY 

∑ Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to recognize Mr. Roy Lee 
Lindsey for his 22 years of service at 
the Oklahoma Pork Council. Since 
1998, he has served as a steadfast advo-
cate for pork producers and the agri-
culture industry in Oklahoma and we 
are grateful for his years of service. 

Over the years, I have had the experi-
ence of working directly with Roy Lee 
on a number of issues, and I have 
greatly valued his insight, partnership, 
and dedication to ensuring the hard-
working pork producers in the State of 
Oklahoma have access to the Federal 
resources they need. Anyone who has 
had the pleasure to meet and work 
with Roy Lee can attest for his love of 
the state of Oklahoma and the pork in-
dustry. His unwavering passion and 
dedication have enabled him to be an 
extraordinary ambassador for Okla-
homa, both regionally and nationally. 

From sharing producers’ perspectives 
on multiple farm bill reauthorizations 
to engaging in workforce development 
initiatives to educate our future gen-
eration of farmers, Roy Lee has always 
provided a judicious, thoughtful, and 
considerate perspective on Federal pol-
icy. His understanding of the chal-
lenges of agriculture production and 
appreciation for the producers he rep-
resents has consistently been apparent 
in his advocacy efforts and instru-
mental in the pork industry’s growth 
and prosperity in Oklahoma. 

I know I join his family and all that 
know him in thanking him for his 
years of service and contributions to 
Oklahoma and our entire agriculture 
community.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRENT HILL 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, along 
with my colleague Senator MIKE 
CRAPO, I rise today to recognize Idaho 
State Senate President Pro Tempore 
Brent Hill’s 19 years of service to the 
State of Idaho. 

In 2001, Brent Hill was appointed to 
lead Idaho’s 34th District as a State 
senator. He quickly developed a reputa-
tion as a legislator who led with integ-
rity, civility and kindness—character-
istics that earned him reelection to 
serve nine consecutive terms in the 
Idaho State Senate. 

In the Idaho Senate and throughout 
the 34th District, Brent was known as a 
stalwart supporter of small businesses, 
family values, natural resources, and 
public education. Brent’s expansive 
knowledge of the Federal and State tax 
codes from his experience as a CEO, 

CPA, and a financial planner allowed 
him to shape Idaho’s tax policy and 
communicate complex tax legislation 
to fellow legislators and constituents. 
He considered tax dollars sacred and 
took great care in spending them re-
sponsibly. 

As he climbed the ranks of leadership 
to become president pro tempore, 
Brent never forgot the people he served 
in Madison and Bonneville Counties 
and always demonstrated true concern 
for their challenges and concerns. De-
spite the demands on his time, he con-
tinued to serve his community on the 
board of the Citizens Community Bank 
and as president of the Rexburg Cham-
ber of Commerce and Rexburg Kiwanis 
Club. He never stopped advocating on 
behalf of his constituents, regularly 
contacting our offices to secure assist-
ance for those needing help with Fed-
eral agencies. 

Senator Brent Hill leaves behind a 
legacy of service and integrity, and we 
wish him and his wife Julie, their chil-
dren and grandchildren the best as he 
transitions back to private life. His 
steadfast leadership will be missed in 
the Idaho Senate, but we know his 
community and our State will continue 
to be blessed by his influence for years 
to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MAYOR JOHN PAUL 
CHRISTENSEN 

∑ Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, we rise 
to congratulate John Paul Christensen 
on his lifetime of service to the State 
of Utah and Sanpete County and most 
recently his service as mayor of 
Mayfield, UT. John’s service also in-
cludes a career in law enforcement, as 
an emergency medical responder and as 
a city councilman. 

As a sixth-generation native of 
Sanpete County, John has dedicated 
his life to the betterment of his com-
munity. By virtue of his stewardship as 
mayor, the people of Mayfield have 
John to thank for dramatic improve-
ments to the city’s infrastructure, in-
cluding its culinary water and drainage 
systems, streets, roadways, cemetery, 
and Mayfield Park. Mayor 
Christensen’s accomplishments are 
made possible in large part by the in-
dustrious community of volunteers and 
spirit of friendship that Mayfield 
boasts. 

The residents of Mayfield know John 
as a man of great character and com-
passion. In law enforcement and as an 
emergency medical responder, the com-
munity trusted John with protecting 
their lives and livelihoods, an often 
thankless duty that requires mental 
fortitude and dedication to serving the 
greater good. His long tenure in public 
service is evidence of his success. 

Although he is leaving public office, 
we know that John will continue to 
serve his community and family with 
heart. As a devoted husband to Julie, a 
father of 9, and a grandfather of 19, 
John’s legacy and example will endure. 
The great people of Mayfield, Sanpete 
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County, and our fellow Americans 
ought to look to John’s commitment 
to public safety, duty, and service with 
gratitude. 

Thank you, John.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RALPH OKERLUND 

∑ Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, we wish 
to congratulate State Senator Ralph 
Okerlund on a remarkable career dedi-
cated to the relentless advancement of 
prosperity for the great State of Utah. 
For the many Utahns lucky enough to 
know him personally—from the hills of 
Monroe to the halls of the State legis-
lature—it is no surprise that Ralph has 
chosen to spend more time with his 
loving family following a consequential 
tenure in public life. Even for the many 
Utahns to whom Ralph is still un-
known, his influence on civic life 
through his statewide legislative 
achievements is significant and endur-
ing. 

Senator Okerlund’s success can be 
measured in tangible improvements in 
his district and across the State. His 
legislative efforts to facilitate invest-
ment in Utah’s infrastructure projects, 
with tax credit incentives and coordi-
nation with the State energy and eco-
nomic development offices, have 
brought billions of dollars to Utah—a 
massive boon to the State’s economy 
and its rural counties. In addition, his 
efforts through the legislative appro-
priations process delivered Snow Col-
lege a new building and higher pay for 
its employees. As a member of the leg-
islative leadership on Capitol Hill, Sen-
ator Okerlund kept his commitment to 
allocate tax dollars wisely and effec-
tively. 

Senator Okerlund’s success can also 
be measured by his family and by his 
fortitude. His professional journey 
began as a teacher, with degrees from 
Dixie College and the University of 
Utah. Ralph then returned to Monroe 
to help run his family farm and to be 
closer to his father, whose injury com-
pelled his return. Okerlund would ac-
quire and later sell the dairy but ran 
the farm for years until his election to 
the Monroe City Council. Apace with 
his subsequent ascensions to the may-
or’s office, Sevier County commission, 
State senate, and ultimately senate 
majority leader, is his family of chil-
dren and grandchildren beside him, in-
cluding his beloved wife Cindy, who 
call Monroe home. Ralph has persisted 
through hardship with the support of 
his family. 

A tireless champion for rural Utah, 
Senator Okerlund has represented the 
unique challenges and opportunities 
facing farmers, ranchers, and rural 
folks at the State and national level as 
president of the Council of State Gov-
ernments Western Association. In this 
role, he represented Utah’s interests 
among neighboring States with com-
peting ideas on how to manage critical 
issues like regional energy and land 
management. His successes in these ef-
forts is undoubtedly owed to his deep 

understanding of the issues as a man 
raised in Monroe. 

Few can boast the wealth of personal 
and professional experiences amassed 
by Ralph Okerlund in his long and dis-
tinguished career—from dairyman to 
senate majority leader—but every 
Utahn can admire and follow his com-
mitment to service. His record in gov-
ernment is not marked by expedience 
but, rather, by a willingness to rise to 
the occasion and answer the call of his 
neighbors and friends who seek his reli-
able judgement and sound leadership. 
Ralph Okerlund has led for 36 years as 
an elected official and will continue to 
serve his family, his friends, and his 
community with grace and humility.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate a message 
from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:57 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 945. An act to amend the Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act of 2002 to require certain issuers to dis-
close to the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission information regarding foreign juris-
dictions that prevent the Public Company 
Accounting Oversight Board from per-
forming inspections under that Act, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4054. An act to reauthorize the United 
States Grain Standards Act, and for other 
purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 7995. An act to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to save Federal funds by au-
thorizing changes to the composition of cir-
culating coins, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 125. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment 
of H.R. 1830. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 1830) to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to 
mint coins in commemoration of the 
National Purple Heart Hall of Honor. 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 7995. An act to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to save Federal funds by au-
thorizing changes to the composition of cir-
culating coins, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5997. A communication from the Dep-
uty Administrator for Policy Support, Food 
and Nutrition Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Child Nutrition 
Programs: Rescission of Milk, Whole Grains, 
and Sodium Flexibilities: Notice of Vacatur’’ 
(RIN0584–AE84) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 02, 2020; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–5998. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Sethoxydim; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 10016–23–OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 2, 2020; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5999. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Adipic acid; Exemption from the Re-
quirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 10015– 
57–OCSPP) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2020; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–6000. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Liaison Officer, Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
and Sustainment, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Repeal of DFARS Clauses 
Related to Taxes Applied to Foreign Con-
tracts in Afghanistan’’ (RIN0750–AL11) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–6001. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Liaison Officer, Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
and Sustainment, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Repeal of DFARS Provision 
and Clause on Reserve Officer Training Corps 
and Military Recruiting on Campus’’ 
(RIN0750–AK89) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2020; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–6002. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Liaison Officer, Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
and Sustainment, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Restriction on the Acquisi-
tion of Tantalum’’ (RIN0750–AK94) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 2, 2020; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–6003. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Liaison Officer, Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
and Sustainment, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
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