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FAREWELL TO THE SENATE

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. President, I rise
to give my final speech on the Senate
floor, with a heart of gratitude. Serv-
ing and fighting for Arizona as a U.S.
Senator has been the opportunity of a
lifetime.

Many times in the last 2 years, I had
to pinch myself that this middle-class
veteran became one of only 1,984 Amer-
icans to serve in the U.S. Senate and
only 677 to serve in both Chambers of
Congress since our Nation was formed.

Like most Americans, on my life’s
journey, I have overcome adversity
which could have crushed me but, by
the grace of God, gave me a purpose to
fight for others. When I was just 12
years old, my dad died unexpectedly of
a heart attack. I learned at that early
age to treat each day of this life as a
gift. I was reminded of that lesson
again this year when my b58-year-old
brother Martin passed away. Though it
wasn’t from COVID, this type of deep
grief—unexpectedly losing a family
member—is one too many of us have
faced in 2020. We have been reminded
once again that every moment, every
day, every chapter of our lives is truly
a gift.

As it has been for most chapters of
my life, I didn’t come here in a tradi-
tional or easy way.

I want to first thank Governor Doug
Ducey for the blessing to serve the
great State of Arizona, especially dur-
ing these times of unprecedented chal-
lenges.

Accepting the Governor’s appoint-
ment to be a Member of the world’s
most prestigious and powerful gov-
erning body was, like most missions in
my life, a high-risk, high-purpose en-
deavor. Becoming a U.S. Senator was
the ultimate expression of one of my
life’s principles: Do things afraid. I
took on the mission with my eyes wide
open. I gave it my all, and I left it all
on the field in my fight for the Grand
Canyon State.

When I gave my maiden speech on
this floor, I shared my approach to
service, which was forged through 26
years in uniform: Honor your oath.
Live up to your calling. Don’t walk by
a problem. To paraphrase renowned
fighter pilot John Boyd, choose to ‘‘do
something” instead of trying to ‘be
somebody.”

As I make the trip back home from
DC to Arizona for the last time and
close out this 9-year chapter of my life,
I do so with gratitude, with joy, with
no regrets, and with the pride of having
represented the most optimistic, resil-
ient, and gritty people on the face of
the Earth.

While my name is on the door of our
office here, this has always been a
team effort. None of what we have
achieved would have been possible
without an exceptionally talented, self-
less, and committed staff, many of
whom are here today. I am so thankful
for my team of professionals in DC and
Arizona, who truly embody our core
values of integrity, service, excellence,
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teamwork, and a
mindset.

I especially want to thank those who
have been with me for all 6 years of my
time in the House and Senate: my chief
of staff, Justin Roth, whom I trust
completely as my closest wingman to
lead our amazing team through thick
and thin; my legislative director, Pace
McMullan, who drives our legislative
success and embodies the young, bril-
liant talent making a difference on the
Hill; my deputy State director, C.J.
Karamargin, who took a risk to join
our team first in the House and built
strong relationships across southern
Arizona; and Rosa Ruiz, who has been a
tireless case worker to help so many
Arizonans left behind by Federal agen-
cies. They welcomed our larger team in
the Senate to serve the whole State.

Of that incredible group, I want to
recognize my deputy chief of staff and
State director, Tanya Wheeless, who
brought a wealth of experience, matu-
rity, and relationships to lead and
mentor our Arizona team, and Alana
Wilson, my director of scheduling—
really, my director of everything—who
has extraordinary capacity and matu-
rity beyond her years, and I absolutely
could not function without her on so
many levels.

This institution could not operate
and the people of all 50 States would
not be served without the intelligent,
hard-charging, often young men and
women who choose to work on the Hill
in staff positions. They don’t do it for
the pay, and they could make much
more and work fewer hours in other
fields, but they choose these behind-
the-scenes, unglamorous jobs to be a
part of keeping our constitutional Re-
public strong. I am so proud and thank-
ful for Team McSally and the profound
and lasting impact they have made for
others.

Together as a team, we intervened on
behalf of over 7,800 Arizonans who were
getting the runaround from Federal bu-
reaucracies in the last 2 years alone.
We secured nearly $7 million of bene-
fits they deserved.

To my fellow Arizonans, it was an
honor to be your voice and fighter on
your behalf.

We crafted a legislative agenda that
fought for freedom, opportunity, and
security for Americans and Arizo-
nans—the very principles for which I
and my fellow veterans put our lives on
the line. We played a Kkey role in cre-
ating a strong economy so everyone
has the opportunity to realize the
American dream; rebuilding our mili-
tary; standing up to China; securing
our border; and transforming the judi-
ciary back to its constitutional role for
generations to come. This includes the
historic opportunity to confirm a pio-
neering Justice, Amy Coney Barrett, to
the Supreme Court.

We worked together in this Chamber
to quickly deliver relief during this
first-in-a-century pandemic, saving
lives, jobs, and small businesses. My
thanks to President Trump, Vice Presi-

“make it happen”

November 18, 2020

dent PENCE, Majority Leader MITCH
McCONNELL, and all of my colleagues
who demonstrated leadership and com-
mitment to these important missions.

We saved the mighty A-10 Warthog
from being mothballed—again. I stood
in the gap to ensure due process for a
brilliant senior military leader to con-
tinue to serve our Nation, and I told
the whole world in a Senate Armed
Services Committee hearing that, as a
fighter pilot, retired colonel, and U.S.
Senator, I, too, am a survivor of sexual
assault. My path of healing, of finding
my voice and strength to not be held
down or held back, was not easy, but I
can truly say, like Joseph in the Old
Testament: What others intended for
evil, God used for good. I am grateful
to God for giving me the courage to
tell my story, and I am blessed to be a
Senator, not only to lead on reforms
that were signed into law but also to
use my platform to be an example of
hope and healing for others.

During my time serving in the Air
Force, I developed a commonsense ap-
proach to solving problems that I took
with me when I deployed here to DC.
This approach, despite the division, ob-
struction, and dysfunction here in Con-
gress, drove me to tirelessly seek com-
mon ground, to find pragmatic solu-
tions that have made a real, tangible
difference in people’s lives. We know
where we disagree—the lines are very
bright—but I am proud to say my team
always looked for where the Venn dia-
gram overlapped to solve problems and
get something accomplished, and it
worked. We tied for the most bills
signed into law in my first year in the
Senate, and I am proud to say I will
leave this body ranked as the sixth
most bipartisan Senator—because I
joined with many in this Chamber, on
both sides of the aisle, to find common
ground for the common good.

As one of the few combat veterans in
the Senate, I was uniquely honored to
fight for our military heroes, their
families, and veterans. Too often, our
men and women in uniform come home
with the invisible wounds of war. The
legislation that my team and I crafted
and successfully got across the finish
line gives them the lifesaving treat-
ment they earned and deserve, allowing
them to heal and reach their full, God-
given potential. Those who sacrifice
life and limb for this country—who
bear the scars of battle, both seen and
unseen, who ran toward the sound of
the guns in godforsaken lands—are the
heroes we can never forget and to
whom we owe a profound debt. My
deepest hope is that the work we did to
fight for our veterans is a cornerstone
of the legacy we leave here in the Sen-
ate.

Over these last few years, I have met
80 many inspiring Arizonans as I have
traveled through all 15 counties and en-
gaged with people from myriad back-
grounds and experiences. It was an
honor of a lifetime to meet four Navajo
Code Talkers when attending National
Navajo Code Talkers Day on the Nav-
ajo Nation; to visit with World War II
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vets like George Cross while partici-
pating in the 75th anniversary of D-
Day in Normandy; to connect with and
encourage Arizona sailors patrolling
the Straits of Hormuz during height-
ened tensions with Iran; to secure, then
pin an overdue Purple Heart on Iraq
war veteran Michael Letcher; and to
tour the border with the Ladd family
and other ranchers—hard-working, pa-
triotic people whom I never would have
met had I not served in Congress.

Over the last several, challenging
months, I have been so inspired and
proud to witness Arizonans stepping up
to help each other get through this
pandemic. Our small business owners
and universities found innovative ways
to make PPE for our frontline
healthcare heroes. We delivered meals
to doctors and nurses with church con-
gregations and packed up food boxes
with the National Guard at local food
banks.

Even in the midst of such unprece-
dented challenges, I, like many other
Arizonans, took in the beauty of our
great landscapes by hiking sections of
the Arizona trail. On a day-long trek to
the bottom of the Grand Canyon and
back with a dear friend, we were joined
for part of the hike by the park’s new
superintendent. We saw firsthand the
benefits the Great American Outdoors
Act would bring to this national treas-
ure and crowning jewel of our State—
legislation we championed in this very
room.

I also went on ride-alongs with Bor-
der Patrol and local law enforcement
to experience the challenges they face
in keeping our communities safe and
learn how to best support these heroes.

I will miss these life-changing oppor-
tunities, but I will always carry with
me the time I had and lessons I learned
from Arizona’s amazing unsung heroes.

As we approach the end of a year that
has tested our country, I look forward
to spending time, as I do every year, in
prayer, thought, and writing for the
year ahead. Sometimes I feel the Lord
presses a few words on my heart—
words that are important to keep
strong and guide my spirit for the next
year. At the end of last year, three
words stuck out during my time of re-
flection for 2020. I put these words on
sticky notes on my bathroom mirror to
serve as daily reminders: peace, joy,
and gratitude.

In the most difficult year in modern
history, I have known a peace that sur-
passes all understanding, a joy that
can only come from a loving Creator,
and a gratitude that even on the most
difficult days, an almighty God put me
on this Earth and in this Chamber to
stand in the breach during this mo-
ment in our Nation’s history.

Standing up for what is right during
challenging times is the founding ethos
of our great country.

Early in my time in the military, a
mentor pointed me to the Book of Hs-
ther for guidance as I navigated wheth-
er to risk my career to stand up for
what was right. I have carried the les-
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son of Esther 4:14 as my life’s scripture
ever since: Can it be that you were put
in this position for such a time as this?

I was honored to serve with each of
you in this Chamber for such a time as
this. We experience this gift of life in
seasons, and while this season is one
filled with tumult and challenges, I
know we will get through it as Ameri-
cans always do—together.

When I was appointed to the Senate,
I thought of this season in my life and
decided, if this is the last 2 years of my
life, I want to make it count for others.
Today represents a change in seasons
for me. I don’t yet have clarity on what
my next mission will be, but I do know
who is the author and finisher of my
faith and that He created each of us
with a purpose. We live up to that pur-
pose when we live, as John McCain ex-
horted to us, for causes greater than
oneself.

This mentality was encapsulated by
Teddy Roosevelt in a famous speech
more than 100 years ago, one I trust we
all know well. I came across his “man
in the arena’ passage when I was just
a teenage cadet in the Air Force Acad-
emy, and it spoke to my purpose-driven
spirit, so I cut it out and put it on my
bulletin board. The same yellowed,
torn paper is on my refrigerator today,
more than 30 years later.

We can truly say in this short season
that we were daring in all we did to ad-
vance worthy causes, and our place
shall never be with those timid souls
who knew neither victory nor defeat.

It has been a true honor, Arizona. We
are an extraordinary State with ex-
traordinary people. I know our future
is blessed and bright just like our State
motto: ““God enriches.”” I have been en-
riched by the privilege to fight for you
and serve you these past 6 years—2
here in the Senate.

I wish my successor, Mark Kelly, all
the best as he represents our incredible
State in this hallowed Chamber.

Let me close with the words of Apos-
tle Paul, which I hope and pray will be
said about my life in my final days
whenever they come. He wrote: ‘I have
fought the good fight. I have finished
the race. I have kept the faith.”

May God continue to bless America
and Arizona. May we all finish the race
and keep the faith.

I yield the floor for the final time.

(Applause, Senators rising.)

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

The PRESIDING OFFICER
BLACKBURN). The majority leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the clo-
ture motion with respect to the McNeel
nomination ripen at 5:30 p.m. Monday,
November 30. I further ask that at 4:30
p.m. today the postcloture time with
respect to the Mizelle nomination ex-
pire and the Senate vote on confirma-
tion of the nomination. Finally, if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(Mrs.

[CORRECTION| 7061

The Senator from New Hampshire.
CORONAVIRUS

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to raise the
concern about the need to pass another
package of assistance to address the
coronavirus.

I had a chance over the weeks that
we were in our home States in October
and after the election to travel around
New Hampshire and to talk with a
number of our small businesses, rep-
resentatives from nursing homes, from
our hospitals, from so many of the peo-
ple who are affected by what is hap-
pening with COVID-19.

And what I heard was that too many
people are struggling; too many people
are hurting, and they need help.

New Hampshire has a small business
economy. It is an economy where over
50 percent of our workers are employed
by small businesses, where about 98
percent of the businesses in New Hamp-
shire are considered to be small busi-
nesses.

And I was very proud of being able to
work with Senators CARDIN and RUBIO
and COLLINS to design the Paycheck
Protection Program as part of the
CARES Act that has helped over 24,000
small businesses during the time after
it was passed—small businesses and
nonprofits.

That also was instrumental in bring-
ing $2.5 billion into New Hampshire and
keeping 200,000 people employed.

Many of those small businesses have
bounced back to where they were be-
fore COVID-19, but too many of them
still need help, and they are worried
about whether they are going to be
able to get through the winter.

Of special concern are businesses in
the hospitality industry—our hotels
and restaurants. Tourism is our second
largest industry in New Hampshire.

Recently, I had a conference -call
with a number of folks from the Hotel
and Lodging Association. One of the
things that they told me is that they
are not sure how they are going to get
through the winter.

For many of our restaurants, about a
third of their business has come over
the summer from outdoor eating, and
that, of course, is ending in New Hamp-
shire as the weather gets cold. How
they are going to make that up is a
real question.

Restaurants were the first businesses
to be shut down in New Hampshire;
they were the last businesses to open
up; and now we have a huge industry
that is not sure how it is going to get
through the year.

The second highest number of work-
ers in this country are in the res-
taurant industry. We have got to pro-
vide some help for them, and it needs
to be significant. We also have to look
at the hotels. Again, a big piece of
what we have got to address.

There was a recent report from the
American Hotel and Lodging Associa-
tion that showed that business travel
over the holidays is going to be down
significantly. That is a big source of
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On page S7061, November 18, 2020, second column, the following appears: 

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, I ask unanimous consent that the 
cloture motion with respect to the McNeal nomination ripen at 5:30 p.m. Monday, November 30.

The online Record has been corrected to read:
       	
 Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, I ask unanimous consent that the 
cloture motion with respect to the McNeel nomination ripen at 5:30 p.m. Monday, November 30.
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