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We can do big things. We did big 

things in World War II. We did big 
things combating communism. We did 
big things combating the Great Depres-
sion. We can do big things, and we can 
solve the problems for the people we 
serve. 

We did it this past spring. When we 
passed the CARES Act unanimously, 
one study said that 12 million people 
were kept out of poverty because of the 
$600 unemployment insurance, because 
of the help to small businesses, because 
we helped local governments, and be-
cause we helped people stay in their 
homes. There were 12 million people 
kept out of poverty. 

And the individual checks that were 
sent out, essentially, that expired in 
July and August. Since then, we have 
seen literally thousands of Americans a 
week falling into poverty. We kept mil-
lions of Americans from falling into 
poverty. We can do it again. We can 
keep Americans from losing their 
homes. We put in place an eviction 
moratorium. We gave people stimulus 
checks. We helped support the small 
businesses. Why are we not doing that 
again? Why does Senator MCCONNELL 
not want to do that again? 

We can rise to meet this moment. We 
can restore people’s faith in their gov-
ernment. We can’t allow President 
Trump—with his out-the-door ap-
pointees of people out of the main-
stream—we can’t allow him to sabo-
tage this economy and sabotage this 
government from within, creating 
chaos wherever he can, after voters de-
cisively, decisively, decisively rejected 
him with an electoral college landslide 
and rejected him by more than 5 mil-
lion votes. The voters have sent a clear 
message to all of us to get to work. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

THANKSGIVING 
Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I am 

here today to join some of my fellow 
Senators here to talk about giving 
thanks to our military servicemembers 
and our veterans. Certainly, this is the 
thankful and grateful season that we 
are heading into. I think November has 
a lot of celebratory times both for our 
families and also for our veterans and 
military families. 

There is no question that this year 
has been most different and has looked 
very different than most. We have 
faced so many challenges and adjusted 
to a new norm of teleworking, tele-
health, telecommuting, all kinds of dif-
ferent ways to communicate on our de-
vices, FaceTiming—I do a lot of 
FaceTiming with my family—and other 
socially distanced activities, and I 
don’t see that coming to an end in the 
near future. But in the midst of all of 

this, we certainly do have so much to 
be grateful for and thankful for. 

A little fun fact is, I was actually 
born on Thanksgiving Day, and my 
parents always joked that they were 
going to name me ‘‘Thankful Ever 
Moore’’ because my last name was 
Moore at the time. And while my par-
ents, thankfully, decided to go a dif-
ferent route with my name, the mean-
ing still holds true today. 

It is true because I am thankful ever-
more for many things, especially, as I 
said, as we approach this Thanksgiving 
holiday, which is just around the cor-
ner. And it is going to look a little bit 
different for a lot of people, but that 
doesn’t mean it can’t be just as special. 

I am thankful evermore for my own 
personal good health and that of my 
family’s. I am very, very grateful and 
thankful for the first responders and 
the essential workers and now those 
workers in the hospitals who are really 
seeing a lot more patients coming in 
with COVID. I think about the grocery 
store workers, the truckers, and others 
who have really kept life moving dur-
ing those first months when we weren’t 
sure how to cope. 

I am very grateful for my wonderful 
community of Charleston, WV, where I 
have lived for over 40 years. And I am 
very grateful for the opportunity and 
the honor of a lifetime to represent the 
people of West Virginia in the U.S. 
Senate. I am grateful for our country 
and all of the great American thoughts 
and prayers that have carried many of 
us through these last few months. 

But I am especially thankful and 
grateful for the brave servicemembers 
who have put their lives on the line for 
our country year after year. I am 
grateful for the many veterans who 
have come before them and for the 
military families from all over the 
country who support the men and 
women who serve. 

Just last week, we celebrated Vet-
erans Day. It is always a very special, 
kind of solemn day in our State, and it 
is very well attended. This year we 
couldn’t have the parades. We did a lot 
of virtual celebrations, but it was no 
less special. This is a day to honor the 
men and women of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, both past and present, who 
have stood up to protect the freedoms 
that we hold dear. 

Our military is undoubtedly the very 
greatest in the world. From the ‘‘great-
est generation’’ to our younger soldiers 
who have fought in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, all of our soldiers have served ad-
mirably, and I am pleased to be serving 
with some who have not just served 
several years ago but in recent times. 

My home State of West Virginia has 
a long and proud history of answering 
the call of duty. I think we have the 
highest percentage per capita of mili-
tary veterans. 

I am the proud daughter of a World 
War II veteran and Purple Heart recipi-
ent. I grew up hearing stories about 
heroism displayed on and off the bat-
tlefield and have always been in awe of 
those who have served this country. 

Interestingly, too, in hearing my fa-
ther’s generation talk about their serv-
ice to the country, it was always 
framed in terms of duty and love of 
country and never in terms of ‘‘I had to 
do this’’ or ‘‘my parents thought it was 
a good idea.’’ These were things deeply 
held inside of those veterans who want-
ed to be a part of something that they 
held dear—their love of country, their 
love of freedom, their love of liberty. 

Woody Williams is one of those indi-
viduals who lives in my State. Many of 
you have seen them. He did the coin 
flip at the Super Bowl last year, I 
think. I continue to be inspired by him 
every day. I have mentioned him more 
than a few times on the Senate floor, 
as have all of our proud West Vir-
ginians. He is a proud West Virginian 
himself and is one of the last remain-
ing Medal of Honor recipients from 
World War II. He turned 97 last month. 

He valiantly fought in the Battle of 
Iwo Jima and rightfully earned the 
military’s most prestigious medal for 
his actions during the war. We are so 
proud of him and all he does with our 
Gold Star families. We have memorials 
all throughout our State and across the 
country, where Woody inspires not just 
those who have served but those who 
support and the families who support 
those who serve. So we are very proud 
to call him our West Virginia own. We 
did rename the VA center, hospital, in 
Huntington after Woody. We had a 
grand opening. It was really fun. 

Whether it be the Korean war, the 
Vietnam war, the first Gulf war, the 
ongoing fight against terrorism in the 
Middle East, and all the conflicts that 
America has fought, our country’s 
servicemembers have made the ulti-
mate sacrifices to keep our liberties in-
tact. 

Sometimes I think people get kind of 
down about where are we going, and it 
seems like we don’t have the optimism 
as a country. Do you know what? I am 
very optimistic because of what I am 
talking about today. 

Without the sacrifices of men and 
women, we would not be able to have 
these many freedoms, and it is impor-
tant to remember those men and 
women who have supportive family 
members. 

It is fitting also that this month is 
Military Family Appreciation Month. I 
think about the different moves or the 
nights of sleeplessness where you are 
unsure where your loved one is or how 
they are serving. This is a month to 
honor and recognize the sacrifices and 
challenges that military families face 
while supporting these brave men and 
women. 

Our military families do face unique 
challenges, and I think here in this 
body we take that into consideration 
quite a bit when we are looking at ap-
propriations and ways to help our fami-
lies. We are forever indebted to the sac-
rifices they make as their loved ones 
are fighting for our freedoms. They are 
often the ones behind the scenes, faced 
with difficult decisions every single 
day, and it is not easy. 
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I have had the chance to meet many 

military families and hear about their 
experiences firsthand, and I have also 
heard from many of our own here, par-
ticularly Senator JONI ERNST, who 
served as well and is a veteran. Senator 
MARTHA MCSALLY is also one of those 
whom I have been fascinated to hear 
her path and her service. 

Whether it is our current service-
members, veterans, or military fami-
lies, we are so grateful for their serv-
ice. It is because of their sacrifice and 
courage that we are able to enjoy these 
freedoms and liberties that we all cher-
ish. 

This Thanksgiving, take a moment 
to thank a veteran, a servicemember, 
and in this environment, a frontline 
worker, an essential worker—someone 
who is giving of themselves, sacrificing 
time with their family and, in some 
way, putting themselves in precarious 
situations with meeting the health 
challenges of COVID. 

At the same time, this should not be 
limited to just Thanksgiving or to Vet-
erans Day or Military Family Appre-
ciation Month. We should be doing this 
every day, and we should be making 
sure that those who serve know our ap-
preciation, that those who serve 
know—like the Senator from North Da-
kota, who is going to be after me—that 
their long history of service in our 
States—and, certainly, the Presiding 
Officer’s State as well—all across this 
country are not going without recogni-
tion. 

Without this great sacrifice and dedi-
cation to defending the flag, this coun-
try would not be what it is today. I 
mentioned how optimistic and grateful 
and thankful I am to be an American. 

While this year has thrown a lot our 
way, and it may be difficult to see 
some of the positives, we must always 
remember that we have much to be 
thankful for. 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I want 

to acknowledge and express my appre-
ciation for the comments of the Sen-
ator from West Virginia, her father’s 
service, and the service of so many vet-
erans, as well as our colleagues here in 
the Senate who are here today saying 
thank you as we enter this time of 
Thanksgiving for our veterans and all 
those who serve today. We appreciate 
them so much. 

Of course, that is what this colloquy 
is all about, for us to come down today 
and to say thank you to our veterans, 
thank you to those who serve. I know 
the Presiding Officer’s State has a 
number of military bases and a large 
contingent of servicemembers, and 
they are truly fantastic. They are just 
amazing. We have two large Air Force 
bases in my State, and, of course, our 
Guard and others who serve in our 
military. I am impressed every day 
when I see what they do and how they 
serve. We are so deeply appreciative. 

That is what today is all about. It is 
thanking our veterans and making the 

point, I think, that we need to be there 
for our veterans and our servicemem-
bers every day, not just on Veterans 
Day, but that we need to be out there 
every day saying thank you for all that 
they do for us—and to their families— 
and to always keep in our hearts and 
our prayers all of those who are de-
ployed around the world today keeping 
us safe. 

In my State of North Dakota, we 
have a rich tradition of service. I am so 
proud of all of our North Dakotans who 
have served in the military and serve 
today. 

Since I was Governor of North Da-
kota, from 2000 through 2010, and even 
since I have been here in the Senate, I 
don’t think I have ever missed partici-
pating at home on Veterans Day in 
ceremonies for our servicemembers. 
Really, because we were in session last 
week, this was the first time in, I 
think, more than 20 years that I wasn’t 
able to attend services at home for our 
veterans on Veterans Day. So what I 
did is I went over to Arlington Ceme-
tery and spent some time there. 

I also went to the U.S. Marine Corps 
Memorial, and I particularly wanted to 
go over to the Marine Corps Memorial 
because my father was a marine. Of 
course, for his life—he died when he 
was 87 years old, but throughout his 
life, you could never say he was a ma-
rine because once a marine, always a 
marine. So even when he was in his 
eighties, he would say he still is a ma-
rine. If you said ‘‘was a marine,’’ then 
he would get mad at you, but now that 
he has passed, I can say he was a ma-
rine. But he was awfully proud of his 
service. 

As I looked at that Marine Corps Me-
morial, it made me think of him. It 
just is, again, a recognition for all of us 
of how much we owe our veterans. 

So it is about thanking them and ac-
knowledging them, but it is also very 
important that we show our gratitude 
in other ways, by making sure that our 
Armed Service forces, members, as well 
as all of our veterans receive the care, 
the benefits, the recognition, the 
things that our Nation has promised 
them for their service. 

We need to follow through on those 
things. In this Congress we have 
worked to do that, and we need to con-
tinue to work to do that. 

Some of the things we have been able 
to do are work to strengthen the VA’s 
ability to provide veterans with a con-
tinuum of care so that not only do they 
have access to the medical care they 
need, but they also have that con-
tinuum of care as they get older. 

We talk about our World War II gen-
eration, America’s ‘‘greatest genera-
tion,’’ as laid out in Tom Brokaw’s 
book and that famous acknowledge-
ment of all that they did in World War 
II. So many of them, of course, we are 
losing now, and it highlights the need 
to make sure that we have the con-
tinuum of care there for them, both 
care in terms of nursing home care and 
also home-based care as well. We need 

to make sure that those options are 
available to them. 

We also need to recognize that mem-
bers of our military suffer injuries both 
seen and unseen. There are the wounds 
that you can see, but then there are 
also the wounds, the battle scars of 
war, that you can’t see. 

In terms of what the VA does for our 
veterans, we need to make sure that 
the mental healthcare and the suicide 
prevention programs are in place there 
as well. Last month the Commander 
John Scott Hannon Veterans Mental 
Health Care Improvement Act was 
signed into law, and I was pleased to be 
able to cosponsor that legislation, and 
that legislation will help advance a 
more comprehensive approach to ad-
dress the tragedy of veteran suicide. 

It also expands access to alternative 
treatment options like hyperbaric oxy-
gen therapy, or HBOT, for veterans 
who have not been able to benefit or re-
cover using traditional therapies for 
post-traumatic stress. 

Last year, working with others, I was 
able to secure for the Fargo VA des-
ignation as the fifth location in the Na-
tion for an HBOT pilot program, and 
we recently extended that program for 
a longer period of time and added addi-
tional service area in Jamestown, ND, 
as well. 

I have to say, our VA veterans 
healthcare facility in Fargo is second 
to none. They do a tremendous job. I 
talk to veterans who go there not only 
from North Dakota but from much of 
Minnesota, and they really appreciate 
it. The care there is high level. 

Sometimes we hear these stories and 
have great concern about veterans’ 
care facilities where they are not doing 
a good job, and we need to address 
that, but I can say that our Fargo, ND, 
VA healthcare facility is tops. And the 
veterans I talk to on a regular basis 
tell me that, so we are very appre-
ciative of all the healthcare providers 
who work there and do that very good 
job for our wonderful veterans. So we 
need to continue to provide that type 
of care as well. 

Also, I joined with Senator SINEMA 
and Senator SULLIVAN in introducing 
the Reduce Unemployment for Vet-
erans of All Ages Act, which enables 
veterans, regardless of when they 
served, to access VA’s vocational reha-
bilitation and employment benefits. 
That just makes sense, particularly 
during this pandemic. We are seeing 
the challenges with unemployment for 
everybody, and making sure that our 
great veterans have access to work and 
employment when they come back or 
leave the service is always a priority. 
It is obviously very much a priority as 
we work our way through this pan-
demic. 

So passing this legislation would help 
provide veterans with greater self-suf-
ficiency, better financial security, and, 
of course, a higher quality of life. 

Also, as chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs, I have worked 
with our committee to ensure that our 
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Nation fulfills its promise to our Na-
tive American veterans. Native Ameri-
cans serve in our military in a higher 
percentage than any other ethnic 
group, which is truly remarkable and a 
tremendous thing. 

So, as I say, for all of our veterans, 
we have to be there, but we certainly 
have to make sure, then, that we are 
providing help and support for our Na-
tive American veterans who have 
served as well. 

Clearly, Native American veterans 
face some unique challenges related to 
homelessness and housing, and that is 
a function of being on the reservation. 
They have some unique challenges, and 
we have to work to address those chal-
lenges. 

So I have worked with Senator 
UDALL, the vice chairman of the Indian 
Affairs Committee, along with Senator 
TESTER, whom I think is ranking mem-
ber on the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, and we introduced the Tribal 
HUD-VASH Act, which would provide 
rental housing assistance as well as 
housing for eligible Native American 
veterans who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. 

Our legislation has passed the Sen-
ate, and we are certainly hoping that it 
receives action in the House very soon. 

As we continue to support our serv-
icemembers, I also am a member of the 
Senate Defense Appropriations Com-
mittee, and we need to continue to 
work to invest in our military and en-
sure that our servicemembers have the 
tools they need to complete their mis-
sions. 

In North Dakota we have many Ac-
tive-Duty servicemembers at our Air 
Force bases, as well as others in the 
State. They perform incredibly impor-
tant missions, and we need to make 
sure that we are supporting them and 
our servicemembers across the country 
and deployed around the globe and that 
they have what they need to do their 
missions. 

That applies equally for our members 
of the National Guard and the reserves. 
As a former Governor—and I know the 
Presiding Officer was a former Gov-
ernor himself—the amount that we 
rely on the National Guard is unbeliev-
able. Their level of service is unbeliev-
able. Whether it is fire or flood or hur-
ricane or tornadoes or any kind of nat-
ural disaster here at home or whether 
it is deploying to the global war on ter-
ror in Afghanistan, Iraq, or anywhere 
else around the world, our National 
Guard is there. They do an incredible, 
incredible job, so we need to make sure 
we are supporting our Guard and re-
serves just as we support our Active- 
Duty forces. As a matter of fact, one of 
our Guard units is actually deployed 
for a 9-month assignment defending the 
Nation’s Capital. They are here defend-
ing Washington, DC. 

Again, talk to anybody who is a Gov-
ernor or a former Governor, and they 
will tell you just how incredible the 
National Guard is. And those deploy-
ments are not easy. Whether they are 

deployed overseas, whether they are 
deployed somewhere in the United 
States, whether down on the border or 
wherever it may be, they serve. And we 
can’t forget that their families serve 
too. When they are gone, the families 
have to pick up the slack at home, and 
they do. 

That is one reason that each year 
since coming to the Senate, I have in-
troduced in the past the Senate resolu-
tion proclaiming a national Day of the 
Deployed to recognize and thank our 
deployed servicemembers and their 
family members: Active Duty, Guard, 
and Reserves. 

With Thanksgiving approaching, we 
are reminded of the many freedoms and 
blessings that we enjoy as a nation, all 
of which have been secured by the men 
and the women who have served and do 
serve in our Armed Forces. 

Today and every day—not just on 
Veterans Day but today and every 
day—we say thank you and God bless 
you. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROM-

NEY). The Senator from Nebraska. 
THANKSGIVING 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, next 
Thursday is Thanksgiving, and we are 
here today because, even during a 
tough year like this one, we have so 
many things to be thankful for. 

In that spirit, I would like to tell a 
short story about a Nebraskan whose 
contribution to the history of our 
country is pretty extraordinary. 

In 1886, Andrew Jackson Higgins was 
born in the small town of Columbus, 
NE. He spent most of his childhood in 
Omaha, and he served in the Nebraska 
Army National Guard after the turn of 
the 20th century before moving to Ala-
bama at the age of 20 to work in the 
lumber industry. 

He worked a wide variety of jobs, 
hoping to learn enough to eventually 
start his own business. He succeeded in 
his dream in 1922 when he founded Hig-
gins Lumber and Export Company, 
which quickly grew to become one of 
the largest lumber companies in North 
America. 

Four years later, his company de-
signed the Eureka boat, a 36-foot-long 
boat that was able to sail in just a few 
feet of water. At the time, lumber 
could only be loaded onto ships at port, 
but a craft that could operate in such 
shallow water could run on and off of 
riverbanks, enabling Higgins Lumber 
and Export Company to load and un-
load its lumber just about anywhere. 

In short, Andrew Higgins built the 
Eureka boat simply to make his em-
ployees’ lives easier, and that was an 
honorable goal. But throughout the 
next decade, as it became clear that 
Hitler decided to plunge the world back 
into war, the U.S. military began to 
search for a way to land soldiers di-
rectly onto beaches. They turned to 
the Eureka boat, which beat the Navy’s 
design in a head-to-head test in 1939. 

There was just one problem: The only 
way to get on or off the boat was by 

jumping over the sides, and this would 
leave soldiers exposed to enemy fire in 
combat. To get around this, the Navy 
asked Higgins to add a ramp door to 
the boat’s bow. He returned with the 
final design just a month later, and the 
Higgins boat was born. 

Andrew Higgins’ company went on to 
produce over 23,000 of these boats, and 
his design worked so well that the Al-
lies trusted them to carry our soldiers 
across the English Channel on D-Day. 
Without the Higgins boat, we may not 
have turned the tide of World War II at 
Normandy. We may never have liber-
ated Europe from Hitler’s grasp. 

In fact, President Dwight Eisen-
hower, who was the Supreme Allied 
Commander in Europe on D-Day, went 
as far as to say that Andrew Higgins 
was ‘‘the man who won the war for us.’’ 

It was an honor to attend the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day last year at 
Omaha Beach, to see firsthand the 
beach where the ‘‘greatest generation’’ 
jumped out of those boats that Andrew 
Higgins built to save the world from 
Naziism. 

I am thankful for them, and I am 
thankful for the sacrifices that all of 
our veterans and Active-Duty service-
members make each and every day. 

We all know that Thanksgiving is 
going to be a little different this year. 
As important as it is to spend time 
with our extended family, many of 
whom we only see once a year, it is 
just as important to do what we can to 
protect those we love from this virus. 

I won’t pretend that it is easy to 
spend Thanksgiving apart from these 
large gatherings of loved ones, but I 
hope the far greater sacrifices our sol-
diers and veterans have made will help 
us to keep this hardship in perspective. 

This Thanksgiving, let’s give thanks 
for our military; let’s give thanks for 
Andrew Higgins and the Higgins boat, 
which saved the lives of so many of our 
soldiers on D-Day; and let’s give 
thanks for our veterans and those cur-
rently serving this country in the 
Armed Forces. Without the sacrifices 
that they have made and continue to 
make every day, our country wouldn’t 
be as great as it is today. Their service 
makes Thanksgiving possible, this year 
and every year. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I am 
rising today, along with others, giving 
thanks to our military and service-
members and our veterans. In our fam-
ily, this comes naturally. I am the son 
of Wes Roberts, a World War II Marine 
veteran who fought at Okinawa and 
Iwo Jima, and as a Marine veteran my-
self, I say with certainty and pride that 
there is no greater duty than to stand 
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