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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, November 12, 2020, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, by Your grace, give au-
thority to the godly that this Nation
can thrive. Continue to raise up people
who have reverence for You and desire
to do Your will.

Lord, give our Senators the wisdom
to live blameless lives that please You.
May they find joy in Your presence as
they trust the unfolding of Your loving
providence. Lord, empower them to use
their integrity to bring stability to our
Nation and world.

And Lord, thank You for the oppor-
tunity tomorrow to honor our veterans
and celebrate their bravery and sac-
rifice.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRUZ). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for 1
minute in morning business, please.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Senate
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VETERANS DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Tomorrow is Vet-
erans Day. Since the end of World War
I, Americans have taken this day to
recognize the sacrifices made by our
veterans, and they did that in service
to our country.

For the third consecutive year, my
office recorded the oral histories of
Iowa’s veterans for the Library of
Congress’s Veterans History Project. I
would urge some of my colleagues to
take a look at that and see if they can
help add a lot of their veterans from
their respective States to the history
project at the Library of Congress.

We owe our veterans a debt of grati-
tude for their patriotism, and it is vi-
tally important to record the stories of
veterans so that future generations
will always remember their service and
the sacrifice that it takes to preserve
our freedom.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MARK
ESPER

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, the President informed us that
Secretary Mark Esper’s tenure leading
the Department of Defense has con-
cluded.

When the Senate considered Sec-
retary Esper’s nomination, I said you
could hardly invent better qualifica-
tions to run the Pentagon than his re-
sume. From West Point and the 101st
Airborne to his time as Secretary of
the Army, this leader had stepped up
when his country needed him. The Sec-
retary brought integrity, expertise,
and steady leadership to the Penta-
gon’s top job.

I am grateful for his work to keep
our country safe, modernize our mili-
tary, and implement the Trump admin-
istration’s new national defense strat-
egy to address the challenges of our
time. A decorated combat veteran him-
self, he won the respect of the men and
women of our Armed Forces.

The country is grateful for his career
of service.

During this time of transition, I am
confident in the professionalism of the
men and women of the Department of
Defense, not to mention our uniformed
services. We are lucky to have such ca-
pable and duty-focused men and women
on the watch, defending the Constitu-
tion, deterring our adversaries, and
protecting the peace.

I expect to speak with Acting Sec-
retary Miller soon to discuss the seri-
ous threats facing our country, wheth-
er from foreign terrorists or great pow-
ers like China and Russia that may
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seek to exploit the period of uncer-
tainty. All of this highlights the need
for continued sober and steady leader-
ship at the Department.

———

BURMA

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, now
on an entirely different matter, as we
continue to complete the process of our
own election here at home, there is
also news on the continued growth of
democracy half a world away.

My colleagues know that I have had
a special interest in the democratic as-
pirations of the people of Burma for
decades, dating back to my days lead-
ing the Appropriations Subcommittee
for State and Foreign Operations.

Burma held elections on Sunday,
which we hope will represent another
step toward a more democratic and
prosperous future. For too long, the
people of Burma were denied democ-
racy by a brutal military junta. To this
day, its influence remains a significant
impediment to progress. And as with
many new democracies, the elections
faced many challenges, ranging from
continued conflict to the coronavirus
pandemic.

But when the votes are counted and
Burma’s next government is seated,
more hard work will await. The gov-
ernment will need to continue advanc-
ing Burma’s democratic development.
Its sovereignty must be defended
against the corrupting foreign influ-
ence of the People’s Republic of China.
The nation needs true national rec-
onciliation among Burma’s various
ethnic groups and further economic re-
forms to benefit all of its people.

Further progress will take real com-
promise and real sacrifice from parties
and interests within Burma, and it will
need continued support from the inter-
national community, particularly the
United States.

I have known Daw Suu for many
years and know she remains committed
to democracy. So I hope and expect
that if she and her party are the vic-
tors, her government will seek much
needed constitutional, economic, and
security sector reforms to further limit
the corrosive influence of the military
and the crony networks over so much
of the life in Burma.

We are talking about a nation that
still reserves 25 percent of the seats in
the Parliament for the military itself.
It would be an understatement to call
that an obstacle toward an ongoing
democratic transition.

Further progress toward democracy
and prosperity in Burma will require
the inclusion of Burma’s ethnic minori-
ties and making compromises with
them. It will require national rec-
onciliation to end the disparate civil
conflicts that rage across that country.
And it will require accountability for
atrocities that have been committed by
the military—and not just in Rakhine
State.

If Burma’s Government meaningfully
pursues these kinds of efforts, I expect
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the TUnited States and like-minded
countries will continue to stand by
them. The free nations of the world
have much to gain from Burma’s de-
mocratization, and we have much to
lose if it slides back into
authoritarianism or further into the
grasp and orbit of China.

So, as Americans, our political con-
tests here at home can feel intense. We
think our elections are charged and
contentious. But when you look at de-
mocracies that are just getting off the
ground around the world, you remem-
ber how blessed we are to live in a re-
public that has for centuries inspired
the forces of democracy and freedom
all around the world.

We get to live in a country where our
institutions of self-government have
held up for more than 230 years, where
the rule of law and our Constitution
are paramount.

May we never take it for granted,
and may we continue to support those
around the world who seek to emulate
our example.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.
———
CORONAVIRUS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on
January 20, the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration will begin its work with a man-
date secured by the largest number of
votes ever received by a Presidential
ticket in American history. Its task, of
course, will be daunting. The darkest
days of the COVID-19 pandemic are,
unfortunately, ahead of us. More than
100,000 Americans are being diagnosed
with COVID-19 a day, and more than
1,000 Americans are dying.

Soon, thankfully, we will have an ad-
ministration that actually acknowl-
edges this healthcare crisis—an admin-
istration that takes its job seriously
and that will listen to the counsel of
scientists and doctors and work to im-
prove the lives of all Americans, re-
gardless of whom they voted for.

Already, the incoming administra-
tion is preparing to hit the ground run-
ning. Yesterday, the President-elect
announced his COVID-19 task force, a
group of the Nation’s top public health
experts and scientists who will advise
the incoming administration on policy.

Today, Senate Democrats will re-
ceive a briefing from one of President-
Elect Biden’s scientific advisers,
former Surgeon General Dr. Vivek
Murthy. I expect it will be the first of
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many conversations about how the
Senate and the incoming administra-
tion can work together to get COVID-
19 under control and on the retreat, be-
cause the truth is, the executive and
legislative branches are going to have
to work together in the coming months
to crush this virus and put our econ-
omy back on the right track.

Nearly 15 million Americans have
now lost their jobs, and, by extension,
many of them have 1lost their
healthcare coverage. Medicaid enroll-
ment has spiked across much of the
country, adding new stress to State
programs already beleaguered by the
demands of COVID-19. Democrats have
a plan, through the Heroes Act, to
strengthen and secure Medicaid for the
duration of the crisis.

Congress should pursue a strong,
comprehensive COVID-relief bill that
actually meets the needs of the Amer-
ican people. Yesterday, however, the
Republican leader suggested the Re-
publican majority will continue to pur-
sue its policy of targeted relief—in
other words, inadequate relief. He
seemed to suggest that the develop-
ment of a possible vaccine was actually
a reason to pare back on aid to the
American people.

Let’s be very clear. Getting this
country vaccinated will be a massive
undertaking, and while I share in the
hope that yesterday’s news brings, we
cannot pretend this pandemic is nearly
over. Regardless of this news, it is like-
ly the coming winter months will be
the worst yet.

The Nation is suffering from the un-
controlled spread of the virus now.
With hospitalizations and fatalities on
the rise all across the country, hos-
pitals and healthcare providers are
again overwhelmed. Temporary
morgues are, once again, sadly, being
pressed into service.

We all look forward to the day when
vaccination is widely available, but we
do not have the luxury of waiting to
grapple with the current effects of this
crisis until then. We have to act now to
prevent the immediate crisis that is
coming this winter.

So while the incoming administra-
tion prepares to take on a resurgent
COVID-19, Congress must as well.
Leader MCCONNELL and Senate Repub-
licans must come to the table in good
faith and work with us on a bipartisan
bill that meets the needs of all our
country. The House, of course, is
Democratic, and the Senate needs a bi-
partisan bill to pass something. We
have to work in a bipartisan way, and
we owe it to the American people.

——

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on an-
other matter, I don’t think many of us
expected President Trump to leave the
Office of the Presidency with grace—a
quality he has not once demonstrated
during his long career in business or
his very short career in public life. But
the extent to which the Republican
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