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2019, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices announced its intention to terminate 
the program; 

Whereas, on December 14, 2016, President 
Barack Obama signed into law the Filipino 
Veterans of World War II Congressional Gold 
Medal Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–265; 130 
Stat. 1376) to award Filipino veterans who 
fought alongside troops of the United States 
in World War II the highest civilian honor 
bestowed by Congress; 

Whereas, on October 25, 2017, the Congres-
sional Gold Medal was presented to Filipino 
World War II veterans in Emancipation Hall 
in the Capitol Building, a recognition for 
which the veterans had waited for more than 
70 years; 

Whereas Filipino Americans have received 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, the high-
est award for valor in action against an 
enemy force that may be bestowed on an in-
dividual serving in the Armed Forces, and 
continue to demonstrate a commendable 
sense of patriotism and honor in the Armed 
Forces; 

Whereas the late Thelma Garcia 
Buchholdt, born in Claveria, Cagayan, on the 
island of Luzon in the Philippines— 

(1) moved with her family to Alaska in 
1965; 

(2) was elected to the House of Representa-
tives of Alaska in 1974; 

(3) was the first Filipino woman elected to 
a State legislature; and 

(4) authored a comprehensive history book 
entitled ‘‘Filipinos in Alaska: 1788–1958’’; 

Whereas Filipino American farmworkers 
and labor leaders, such as Philip Vera Cruz 
and Larry Itliong, played an integral role in 
the multiethnic United Farm Workers move-
ment, alongside Cesar Chávez, Dolores 
Huerta, and other Latino workers; 

Whereas, on April 25, 2012, President 
Barack Obama nominated Lorna G. 
Schofield to be a United States District 
Judge for the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of New York, and 
she was confirmed by the Senate on Decem-
ber 13, 2012, to be the first Filipino American 
in United States history to serve as an Arti-
cle III Federal judge; 

Whereas Filipino Americans play an inte-
gral role on the frontlines of the COVID–19 
pandemic in the healthcare system of the 
United States as nurses, doctors, first re-
sponders, and other medical professionals; 

Whereas Filipino Americans contribute 
greatly to music, dance, literature, edu-
cation, business, journalism, sports, fashion, 
politics, government, science, technology, 
the fine arts, and other fields that enrich the 
United States; 

Whereas, as mandated in the mission state-
ment of the Filipino American National His-
torical Society, efforts should continue to 
promote the study of Filipino American his-
tory and culture because the roles of Filipino 
Americans and other people of color have 
largely been overlooked in the writing, 
teaching, and learning of the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas it is imperative for Filipino 
American youth to have positive role models 
to instill— 

(1) the significance of education, com-
plemented by the richness of Filipino Amer-
ican ethnicity; and 

(2) the value of the Filipino American leg-
acy; and 

Whereas it is essential to promote the un-
derstanding, education, and appreciation of 
the history and culture of Filipino Ameri-
cans in the United States: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the celebration of Filipino 

American History Month in October 2020 as— 
(A) a testament to the advancement of Fil-

ipino Americans; 

(B) a time to reflect on and remember the 
many notable contributions that Filipino 
Americans have made to the United States; 
and 

(C) a time to renew efforts toward the re-
search and examination of history and cul-
ture so as to provide an opportunity for all 
people of the United States to learn more 
about Filipino Americans and to appreciate 
the historic contributions of Filipino Ameri-
cans to the United States; and 

(2) urges the people of the United States to 
observe Filipino American History Month 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 762—RECOG-
NIZING THE DISPROPORTIONATE 
IMPACT OF COVID–19 ON WOMEN 
AND GIRLS GLOBALLY 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mrs. 
MURRAY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 762 

Whereas the COVID–19 crisis exacerbates 
existing vulnerabilities for women and girls 
and has an outsized effect on health, safety, 
and livelihoods for marginalized commu-
nities; 

Whereas it is estimated that the disruption 
of sexual and reproductive health care serv-
ices and supply chains caused by the COVID– 
19 crisis caused an estimated 49,000,000 
women to stop using contraceptives between 
April and October 2020, likely resulting in 
approximately 7,000,000 unintended preg-
nancies, 1,700,000 major obstetric complica-
tions, 28,000 maternal deaths, 168,000 newborn 
deaths, and 3,300,000 unsafe abortions; 

Whereas lockdowns, quarantines, and other 
movement restrictions related to COVID–19 
have disrupted access to legal and social 
services, as well as access to counseling, safe 
shelters, and medical treatment, exacer-
bating vulnerabilities for women and girls; 

Whereas gender-based violence such as do-
mestic violence, child marriage, and female 
genital mutilation has increased, and is ex-
pected to continue to increase, as a result of 
the COVID–19 crisis, including— 

(1) an estimated 31,000,000 more gender- 
based violence cases between April and Octo-
ber 2020; 

(2) an additional 13,000,000 child marriages 
by 2030; and 

(3) an increase of approximately 2,000,000 
cases of female genital mutilation between 
2020 and 2030; 

Whereas women play significant roles in 
the health care workforce, comprising 70 per-
cent of health care workers globally, yet 
often are not prioritized for the receipt of 
personal protective equipment, dispropor-
tionately exposing them to contracting 
COVID–19; 

Whereas women and girls perform 3 times 
the amount of unpaid care work in homes 
and in their communities as men, a burden 
that has increased during the COVID–19 cri-
sis as women and girls are disproportion-
ately responsible for caring for sick and el-
derly family and community members and 
children who are out of school, limiting the 
ability of women and girls to perform in-
come-generating work, pursue education or 
skills building, or avoid exposure to COVID– 
19; 

Whereas, globally, women living in poverty 
will endure specific economic effects as a re-
sult of the COVID–19 crisis, largely due to 
the overrepresentation of those women in 
the informal economy, the increase in their 
unpaid care burdens, and the particular 
hardships facing female entrepreneurs, such 
as— 

(1) loss of jobs or pressure to turn to ex-
ploitative work, as women workers dominate 
in industries most affected by layoffs caused 
by the COVID–19 crisis, including hospi-
tality, childcare, and tourism, and comprise 
92 percent of individuals in the informal sec-
tor, which lacks social and legal protections 
in most countries; 

(2) loss of business, as market closures, dis-
ruptions in global trading, and the collapse 
of supply chains have disproportionate ef-
fects on female-led businesses and female 
farmers, and enduring gaps in financial in-
clusion will have significant ramifications as 
women entrepreneurs continue to be consid-
ered high risk for bank services, formal 
loans, and credit; 

(3) financial insecurity, as women have 
much lower, if any, pensions, retirement sav-
ings, or other assets to mitigate shocks as 
compared to men; and 

(4) loss of necessary income that female- 
headed households depend on, such as remit-
tances, which the World Bank expects will 
decrease by nearly 20 percent in 2020; 

Whereas the COVID–19 crisis will uniquely 
affect women in agriculture, who provide 
more than 43 percent of the agricultural 
labor around the world and more than 60 per-
cent of such labor in Africa yet whose ability 
to harvest, sell, and buy food and other prod-
ucts necessary for their food security and 
nutrition will worsen due to travel restric-
tions related to the crisis, ongoing discrimi-
nation in access to agricultural inputs and 
markets, and wage gaps and disproportionate 
unpaid care burdens for female farmers; 

Whereas food insecurity will have unique 
effects on the nutrition and health of women 
and girls, who already comprise 60 percent of 
individuals experiencing hunger in the 
world, often rely on getting at least 1 nutri-
tious meal each day from feeding programs 
at schools that may be shut down due to the 
COVID–19 crisis, and face shortages in nutri-
tious food and nutrients given social norms 
that dictate that women and girls eat last 
and least when food is scarce; 

Whereas girls, particularly adolescent 
girls, will be especially affected by the clo-
sures of schools resulting from the COVID–19 
crisis, and it estimated that, as of March 
2020, nearly 743,000,000 girls, not including 
the approximately 132,000,000 girls who were 
already out of school before the onset of the 
crisis, are out of school due to such closures; 

Whereas closures of schools due to the 
COVID–19 crisis will decrease the ability of 
girls to access education and skills building, 
increase the exposure of girls to gender- 
based violence, such as child marriage, exac-
erbate the vulnerability of girls to early 
pregnancy and childbirth-related complica-
tions, and impede access of girls to informa-
tion about the prevention of COVID–19, pro-
tection services, and pathways to report 
abuse; 

Whereas the COVID–19 crisis will place par-
ticular burdens on women and girls in hu-
manitarian emergencies given challenges in-
cluding overcrowded conditions, restrictions 
on travel and movement, already strained 
health, hygiene, and sanitation infrastruc-
ture, food shortages and malnutrition, al-
ready heightened exposure to gender-based 
violence, systematic and targeted attacks on 
health infrastructure and aid workers by 
parties to conflicts, politicization of aid and 
service delivery, and restricted humani-
tarian access, all of which exacerbates the 
spread and effect of infectious diseases; 

Whereas the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), and the 
Department of State have expressed concern 
about an increase in human trafficking and 
smuggling as traffickers take advantage of 
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increased vulnerabilities and chaos during 
the COVID–19 crisis; 

Whereas the diversion of resources and 
services away from existing primary health 
care needs to address the COVID–19 crisis 
and contain the spread of COVID–19 will have 
particular effects on women and girls, in-
cluding disruptions in the provision of life- 
saving health services unrelated to COVID– 
19, such as maternal health care and sexual 
and reproductive health services, and the 
loss of critical services and support to re-
spond to gender-based violence; 

Whereas the COVID–19 Global Humani-
tarian Response Plan coordinated by the 
United Nations is only 17 percent funded, 
leaving significant gaps in the response to 
immediate health and non-health needs of 
women and girls and other vulnerable popu-
lations, and ongoing humanitarian response 
plans, identified as a top priority by the 
United Nations given that people targeted in 
those plans will be the most affected by the 
direct and indirect effects of the COVID–19 
crisis, remain only 17.3 percent funded; 

Whereas estimates show that, globally, 
women are included in only 24 percent of na-
tional response plans for the COVID–19 cri-
sis, and women and girls have been largely 
excluded from leadership and decision mak-
ing related to responses to the crisis, result-
ing in response measures that may not fully 
account for how COVID–19 affects women 
and girls; and 

Whereas humanitarian exemptions to sanc-
tions and counterterrorism measures are 
vital for ensuring states and principled hu-
manitarian actors are able to reach vulner-
able women and girls with efficient, needs- 
based assistance, including COVID–19 re-
sponse activities consistent with obligations 
under international humanitarian law, re-
gardless of the location of those women and 
girls: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) reaffirms the critical importance of 

gender balance and inclusivity in bodies re-
sponsible for coordination and decision mak-
ing related to the COVID–19 crisis, including 
in structures and task forces of the United 
States Government charged with developing 
policies and responses to the crisis; 

(2) promotes integrating a gender lens 
throughout the response to the COVID–19 
crisis by analyzing and tracking the effect of 
and response to the crisis on gender, includ-
ing gathering evidence from data that is 
disaggregated by gender, age, and other spe-
cific variables; 

(3) supports measures to ensure that life- 
saving health services including sexual and 
reproductive health and gender-based vio-
lence prevention and response are well 
resourced and supported, including within 
the COVID–19 Global Humanitarian Response 
Plan coordinated by the United Nations, and 
that funding earmarked for those services is 
not reduced, canceled, or diverted to other 
COVID–19 response activities; 

(4) supports measures to ensure the con-
tinuation of adequate food and nutrition se-
curity for women and girls around the world 
affected by COVID–19, including women 
smallholder farmers and other women work-
ing in agriculture, in light of the unique 
challenges described in the preamble of this 
resolution; 

(5) reinforces the need to ensure that 
short-term relief programming and longer- 
term economic strategies address the spe-
cific effects of COVID–19 on women globally, 
especially lower income, migrant, displaced, 
and other marginalized women; 

(6) urges the executive branch to uphold 
the rights of crisis-affected and forcibly dis-
placed populations, including women and 
girls, further affected by COVID–19, by pro-
moting compliance with international hu-

manitarian and human rights legal obliga-
tions and engaging parties to conflicts to en-
sure unhindered access to health care, med-
ical supplies, and other vital aid and protec-
tion; 

(7) supports robust funding contributions 
by the United States for the international 
response to the COVID–19 crisis in addition 
to further funding for ongoing humanitarian 
appeals in support of vulnerable women and 
girls affected by COVID–19 and underlying 
emergencies; and 

(8) commits to continuously assess and 
eliminate any impediment to the delivery of 
and access to humanitarian assistance. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 763—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
OCTOBER 2020 AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION 
MONTH’’ 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 763 

Whereas initiation of substance use during 
adolescence is associated with substance use 
and misuse in adulthood; 

Whereas, in 2019, more than 8,000,000 people 
in the United States aged 12 and older used 
a controlled substance for the first time; 

Whereas, in 2019, an estimated 35,000,000 
people in the United States aged 12 and older 
used an illicit drug, including cocaine and 
methamphetamine; 

Whereas more than 20,000,000 people in the 
United States aged 12 and older had a sub-
stance use disorder in 2019, including more 
than 8,000,000 individuals who had an illicit 
drug use disorder; 

Whereas, in 2019, an estimated 4,200,000 
people in the United States aged 12 and older 
received some form of substance use disorder 
treatment; 

Whereas, in 2019, an estimated 72,000 lives 
in the United States were lost to largely pre-
ventable drug overdoses; 

Whereas illicit drug use and the misuse of 
prescription opioids costs the United States 
$271,500,000,000 annually; 

Whereas Federal funding to prevent sub-
stance use and misuse was cut by nearly 34 
percent between fiscal years 2009 and 2020; 

Whereas every dollar invested in substance 
use and misuse prevention programs can pro-
vide a savings of up to $20 in substance use 
and misuse treatment, health care, and 
criminal justice costs; 

Whereas Congress has sought to expand ac-
cess to prevention, treatment, and recovery 
services through passage of, among other 
measures, the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-198; 130 
Stat. 695); 

Whereas substance use and misuse preven-
tion and treatment organizations in the 
United States recognize October as ‘‘Na-
tional Substance Abuse Prevention Month’’; 

Whereas October 24, 2020, is the second an-
niversary of the enactment of the Substance 
Use-Disorder Prevention that Promotes 
Opioid Recovery and Treatment for Patients 
and Communities Act (Public Law 115-271; 
132 Stat. 3894); and 

Whereas the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
has increased social isolation for many peo-
ple in the United States, which can lead to a 
greater use and misuse of legal and illegal 
substances: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports effective programs to prevent 

substance use and misuse, including commu-

nity-based prevention programs such as the 
Drug-Free Communities Support Program; 

(2) recognizes that certain substances are 
being misused at higher rates among adults 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, potentially 
due to the stress and social isolation associ-
ated with the public health emergency; 

(3) supports additional research and ex-
panded access to effective programs to pre-
vent substance use and misuse during the 
COVID-19 pandemic; 

(4) supports programs to help stem the 
drug addiction and overdose epidemic in the 
United States; and 

(5) supports the designation of October 2020 
as ‘‘National Substance Abuse Prevention 
Month’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 764—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 26, 2020, AS 
THE ‘‘DAY OF THE DEPLOYED’’ 
Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Ms. WAR-

REN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr. 
TESTER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 764 

Whereas more than 2,100,000 individuals 
serve as members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States; 

Whereas several hundred thousand mem-
bers of the Armed Forces rotate each year 
through deployments to more than 150 coun-
tries in every region of the world; 

Whereas more than 2,000,000 members of 
the Armed Forces have deployed to the area 
of operations of the United States Central 
Command since the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks; 

Whereas the United States is kept strong 
and free by the loyal military personnel from 
the total force, which is comprised of the 
regular components, the National Guard, and 
the Reserves, who protect the precious herit-
age of the United States through their dec-
larations and actions; 

Whereas the United States remains com-
mitted to providing the fullest possible ac-
counting for personnel missing from past 
conflicts ranging from World War II through 
current day conflicts; 

Whereas members of the Armed Forces 
serving at home and abroad have coura-
geously answered the call to duty to defend 
the ideals of the United States and to pre-
serve peace and freedom around the world; 

Whereas members of the Armed Forces 
continue to serve and protect the people of 
the United States by making deployments in 
the midst of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID–19) pandemic; 

Whereas the United States remains com-
mitted to easing the transition from deploy-
ment abroad to service at home for members 
of the Armed Forces and the families of the 
members; 

Whereas members of the Armed Forces per-
sonify the virtues of patriotism, service, 
duty, courage, and sacrifice; 

Whereas the families of members of the 
Armed Forces make important and signifi-
cant sacrifices for the United States; and 

Whereas the Senate has designated October 
26 as the ‘‘Day of the Deployed’’ since 2011: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 26, 2020, as the ‘‘Day 

of the Deployed’’; 
(2) honors the deployed members of the 

Armed Forces of the United States and the 
families of the members; 

(3) calls on the people of the United States 
to reflect on the service of those members of 
the Armed Forces, wherever the members 
serve, past, present, and future; and 
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