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sister, and I was lucky her guitar teacher
had contacts, and lucky he knew of a medi-
cally competent doctor. But nobody should
have to depend on luck to get a safe abor-
tion.

Although that doctor tried to shame me, I
am not ashamed. I don’t think abortion is
shameful and I have never had a moment’s
regret. My abortion allowed me to live the
life I wanted and to become a parent when I
was able to raise a child properly and respon-
sibly. This was good for me and my life, but
it is also a social and public health good.
Abortion is a necessary part of family plan-
ning and women’s healthcare and denying or
restricting access to it means that women
can not safely control their reproduction and
therefore can’t really control their lives,
which means they can’t participate fully and
equally in society. It is bad social policy to
hobble half of the population.

Women of my generation already Kknow
what pain and hardship results from abor-
tion bans, but younger women have grown up
taking abortion access for granted as a right,
and I urge them to speak out and tell their
stories. And not only women, but men, and
other family members and friends who have
been involved and who have been affected.
Bring up your experiences in conversation,
contact your legislators and tell them. They
are the ones in immediate danger and whose
lives and whose families’ lives will be af-
fected.

Senator PETERS’ story, Kate’s story,
Wendy’s story are just about how gut-
wrenching these decisions are. These
are personal decisions that women
should make for themselves.

The Senate has no business taking up
a vote on a Supreme Court Justice who
is already committed to taking away
healthcare from millions of people and
to take away Roe v. Wade and this pro-
tection from millions of women.

We may not have the votes to stop
them, but that does not change the
fact that what the Senate Republicans
are doing is wrong. We will continue to
fight it. We will fight it now in the
Senate, and we will fight it come elec-
tion day November 3.

I yield the floor.

MORNING BUSINESS

NOMINATION OF AMY CONEY
BARRETT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, when
the Senate considers nominees to the
U.S. Supreme Court, it is particularly
important that we act fairly and con-
sistently, using the same set of rules,
no matter which political party is in
power.

When President Obama nominated
Judge Garland 8 months before the 2016
Presidential election, I met with him
and maintained that he was entitled to
a hearing. Others argued that the win-
ner of that year’s Presidential election
should be allowed to choose the nomi-
nee, and that is what happened. My
views did not prevail, and the standard
was established that a nominee to the
Court would not be voted on prior to
the election in a Presidential election
year. This year, a vacancy has also oc-
curred, notably much closer to the
election.
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Prior to Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg’s death, I stated that, should a va-
cancy on the Supreme Court arise, the
Senate should follow the precedent set
4 years ago and not vote on a nominee
prior to the Presidential election.
Since her passing, I have reiterated
that in fairness to the American peo-
ple—who will either be reelecting the
President or selecting a new one—the
decision on the nominee to fill the Su-
preme Court vacancy should be made
by whoever is elected on November 3.

Because this vote is occurring prior
to the election, I will vote against the
nomination of Judge Amy Coney Bar-
rett. To be clear, my vote does not re-
flect any conclusion that I have
reached about Judge Barrett’s quali-
fications to serve on the Supreme
Court. What I have concentrated on is
being fair and consistent, and I do not
think it is fair nor consistent to have a
Senate confirmation vote prior to the
election.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent but had I been
present would have voted yes on roll-
call vote 201 on the Motion to Proceed
to H.J. Res. 90, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency relating to ‘“Community Re-
investment Act Regulations’.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 202, on the Motion to
Table the Appealing of the Ruling of
the Chair; a bill to condemn gross
human rights violations of ethnic
Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang, and call-
ing for an end to arbitrary detention,
torture, and harassment of these com-
munities inside and outside China

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 203, on the Motion to
Table McConnell Amdt. No. 2680; to im-
prove the small business programs.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted yes on
rollcall vote 204, on the Motion to
Table the Motion to Proceed to S. 4675;
a bill to amend the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 205, on the Motion to Pro-
ceed to Executive Session to Consider
Michael Newman to be U.S. District
Judge for the Southern District of
Ohio.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 206, on the Motion to
Table the Appealing of the Ruling of
the Chair; nomination of Michael New-
man to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Ohio.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have no on rollcall
vote 207, on the Motion to Invoke Clo-
ture on the Motion to Concur in the
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House Amendment to S. 178 with
Amendment No. 2652; a bill to condemn
gross human rights violations of ethnic
Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang, and call-
ing for an end to arbitrary detention,
torture, and harassment of these com-
munities inside and outside China.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 208, on the Motion to
Table the Appealing of the Ruling of
the Chair; nomination or Michael Jay
Newman, of Ohio, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Ohio.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 209, on the Motion to
Table the Appealing of the Ruling of
the Chair; nomination of Michael Jay
Newman, of Ohio, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Ohio.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted yes on
rollcall vote 210, on the motion to pro-
ceed to legislative session.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted yes on
rollcall vote 211, on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the nomination Mi-
chael Jay Newman to be U.S. District
Judge for the Southern District of
Ohio.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 212, on the Decision of the
Chair; Shall the Decision of the Chair
Stand as the Judgment of the Senate.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted yes on
rollcall vote 213, on the Confirmation
of Michael Jay Newman, of Ohio, to be
U.S. District Judge for the Southern
District of Ohio.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 214, on the motion to re-
cess.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 215, on the motion to pro-
ceed to legislative session.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 217, on the motion to pro-
ceed to executive session to Consider
the Nomination of Amy Coney Barrett
to be an Associate Justice of the Su-
preme Court of the United States.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 218, on the Motion to
Table the Motion to Indefinitely Post-
pone the Barrett Nomination.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 219, on the On the Motion
to Table the Motion to Recommit the
Barrett Nomination to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 220, on the Motion to
Table the Appealing of the Ruling of
the Chair; nomination of Coney Bar-
rett, of Indiana, to be an Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of the
United States.
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I was necessarily absent but had I
been present would have voted no on
rollcall vote 221, on the Motion to Re-
cess.

———

REMEMBERING ELLEN M. BLOOM

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President,
earlier this year we lost one of our Sen-
ate alumnae—a constituent and a per-
sonal friend—Ellen Michelle Bloom.
She was a devoted mother and wife,
who dedicated her career to public
service and advocating for consumers.
While she was not a household name,
her 40-year career has benefited the
lives of millions of Americans.

Ellen began her extraordinary career
while a student at the University of
Maryland, interning for Senator John
Tunney before joining the staff of a
newly elected Senator, Howard Metzen-
baum. Her first job was in the mail-
room, answering constituent mail,
learning about the concerns of Ohioans
and figuring out how to navigate the
bureaucracy.

Over the ensuing 18 years on Senator
Metzenbaum'’s staff, Ellen rose through
the ranks, at a time when female aides
were a distinct minority, to become his
legislative director and an expert in
consumer protection. As her many
friends and colleagues have written in
the months since her passing at age 65,
Ellen was not interested in attention;
she was only interested in results. A
long-time friend and colleague wrote of
Ellen, ““‘It’s amazing how much you can
get done when you don’t care who gets
the credit.”” That was Ellen.

From provisions in the 1984 Cable Act
mandating Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity standards, to promoting chil-
dren’s television legislation, to regula-
tions requiring lavatories on commuter
airplanes, to warning labels on large
buckets designed to protect small chil-
dren from drowning, Ellen’s work was
far-reaching. She advocated for the use
of car seats and bicycle helmets and
was among a small group who sought
to bridge the ‘‘digital divide” long be-
fore it became a popular phrase. She
believed in equality and fairness and
sought ways to incorporate these prin-
ciples into public policy.

When Senator Metzenbaum retired,
Ellen was recruited to join the Clinton
administration, first at the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration, then as the Commerce
Department’s Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislative Affairs, and last-
ly as Deputy Chief of Staff for Com-
merce Secretary William Daley, where
her responsibilities included the 2000
Census.

Following her public service career,
Ellen joined the Washington staff of
Consumer Reports. As Director of Fed-
eral Policy and head of the D.C. office,
she led the organization’s advocacy in
support of the Affordable Care Act,
fought for stricter vehicle emission
standards, promoted expanded con-
sumer product labeling, and worked on
many other issues that protected the
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safety and health of American con-
sumers.

At a time when so many question the
ability of the government and public
advocacy to improve the quality of life
for our citizens, Ellen’s work stands as
an antidote to cynicism. She recog-
nized that the work of democracy is
hard but always had faith that we
could make progress.

Her legacy of good works is a testa-
ment to that conviction and an inspira-
tion for all. She was also an example of
how to face adversity with courage and
fortitude.

While her professional accomplish-
ments were many, her greatest pride
was her family: her husband David
Bushnell and their children Michael
and Jenna Bushnell, her many nieces
and nephews, her brother and sister-in-
law, her cousins spread across the
country. Her life was too short—way
too—short; but it was full of love and
rich in the ways that gave it depth,
joy, and consequence.

We were lucky to have such a dedi-
cated and passionate public servant. I
was fortunate to count Ellen as a dear
friend. She made our country a better,
safer place. She may be gone, but her
many accomplishments live on and will
continue to protect and benefit Ameri-
cans for generations to come. We need
many more Ellen Blooms, but she was
one of a kind.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5755. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Clofentezine; Pesticide Tolerances’
(FRL No. 10015-25-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo-
ber 22, 2020; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-5756. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Dipropylene Glycol and Triethylene
Glycol; Exemption from the Requirement of
a Tolerance” (FRL No. 10015-39-OCSPP) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on October 22, 2020; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-5757. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Indoxacarb; Pesticide Tolerances”
(FRL No. 10012-78-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo-
ber 22, 2020; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-5758. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Mefenoxam; Pesticide Tolerances”
(FRL No. 10012-87-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo-
ber 22, 2020; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-5759. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
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Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Pesticides; Agricultural Worker Pro-
tection Standard; Revision of the Applica-
tion Exclusion Zone Requirements’” (FRL
No. 10016-03-OCSPP) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on October 22,
2020; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-5760. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Registration
with Alternative Compliance for Non-U.S.
Derivatives Clearing Organizations”
(RIN3038-AES87) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on October 21, 2020;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-5761. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import
Bank, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to transactions involving U.S.
exports to various countries; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-5762. A communication from the Chair-
man, Securities and Exchange Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the 2019 An-
nual Report of the Securities Investor Pro-
tection Corporation (SIPC); to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-5763. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Final Rule—Regulatory Capital Rule: Tem-
porary Changes to and Transition for the
Community Bank Leverage Ratio Frame-
work’ (RIN3064-AE47) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on October 21,
2020; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-5764. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Final Rule—Real Estate Apprais-
als” (RIN3064-AF48) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on October 21,
2020; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-5765. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Final Rule—Regulatory Capital
Rule and Total Loss-Absorbing Capacity
Rule: Eligible Retained Income’ (RIN3064—
AF40) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on October 21, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-5766. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Final Rule—Regulatory Capital
Rule: Revised Transition of the Current Ex-
pected Credit Liosses Methodology for Allow-
ances’” (RIN3064-AF42) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on October 21,
2020; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-5767. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fuels Regulatory Streamlining”
(FRL No. 10014-97-OAR) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo-
ber 22, 2020; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-5768. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Hazardous and Solid Waste Manage-
ment System: Disposal of CCR; A Holistic
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