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worst effects of the student debt crisis,
with—

(1) Black students, due to ongoing struc-
tural barriers that have resulted in per-
sistent racial inequities in incomes and
wealth, forced to accrue more student debt
and more often than their White peers;

(2) Black student borrowers struggling
more in student loan repayment, including
defaulting at higher rates than their White
peers;

(3) nearly half of Black graduates owing
more on their undergraduate student loans 4
years after graduation than they did when
they received their degree;

(4) the median Black student borrower
owing 95 percent of their debt 20 years after
starting college, while the median White stu-
dent borrower owing 6 percent of their debt
after such period; and

(5) Latinx student borrowers, who borrow
at rates similar to their White peers despite
having lower household incomes and signifi-
cantly less household wealth, are more like-
ly than their White peers to default on their
student loans;

Whereas Black students and other students
who have attended Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities have had to bear a
larger share of student loan debt because of
the historic and continued underfunding of
these institutions at the State and Federal
levels;

Whereas student debt cancellation for the
families that need it most can substantially
increase Black and Latinx household wealth
and help close racial wealth gaps;

Whereas women hold more than two-thirds
of the Nation’s student loan debt and must
borrow an average of $3,000 more than men to
attend higher education;

Whereas, if left unaddressed, the student
debt crisis will worsen inequality, exacer-
bate the current recession, widen the racial
wealth gap, and slow economic recovery;

Whereas broad student debt cancellation is
the most efficient and effective solution to
our student debt crisis, would help millions
of families, and would remove a significant
drag holding back our economy;

Whereas broad student debt cancellation
would provide immediate relief to millions of
American families who are struggling during
this pandemic and recession, and prevent
them from having an unsustainable student
debt burden waiting for them once this pan-
demic is over;

Whereas broad student debt cancellation
would provide a boost to our struggling econ-
omy through a consumer-driven economic
stimulus, greater home-buying rates and
housing stability, expanded access to more
affordable financial products including car
loans and mortgages, higher college comple-
tion rates, and greater small business forma-
tion;

Whereas President Donald J. Trump’s
Memorandum on Continued Student Loan
Payment Relief During the COVID-19 Pan-
demic, Issued August 8, 2020, will expire on
December 31, 2020, causing tens of millions of
Federal student loan borrowers to enter re-
payment on New Year’s Day of 2021, includ-
ing recent graduates facing one of the tough-
est job markets in recent history;

Whereas more than 100 community, civil
rights, consumer, and student advocacy or-
ganizations have urged student debt can-
cellation for all borrowers in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic public health and eco-
nomic crises;

Whereas Congress has already granted the
Secretary of Education the legal authority
to broadly cancel student debt under section
432(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1082(a)), which grants the Secretary
the authority to modify, ‘. . . compromise,
waive, or release any right, title, claim, lien,
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or demand, however acquired, including any
equity or any right of redemption’’;

Whereas the United States Department of
Education has reportedly used this authority
to implement relief for Federal student loan
borrowers during the COVID-19 pandemic;
and

Whereas on June 29, 2020, President Donald
J. Trump, with the support of Secretary of
Education Betsy DeVos, vetoed H.J. Res. 76
“Providing for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Education relating to ‘Borrower De-
fense Institutional Accountability’’’, block-
ing a resolution that passed Congress with
bipartisan support to overturn a Department
of Education rule that makes it harder for
defrauded Federal student loan borrowers to
see their loans discharged: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the Secretary of Education’s
broad administrative authority to cancel
Federal student loan debt under the existing
authorities of section 432(a) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1082(a));

(2) calls on the President of the United
States to take executive action to broadly
cancel up to $50,000 in Federal student loan
debt for Federal student loan borrowers ad-
ministratively using existing legal authori-
ties under such section 432(a), and any other
authorities available under the law;

(3) encourages the President of the United
States, in taking such executive action, to
use the executive’s authority under the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure no tax
liability for Federal student loan borrowers
resulting from administrative debt cancella-
tion;

(4) encourages the President of the United
States, in taking such executive action, to
ensure that administrative debt cancellation
helps close racial wealth gaps and avoids the
bulk of Federal student debt cancellation
benefits accruing to the wealthiest bor-
rowers; and

(5) encourages the President of the United
States to continue to pause student loan
payments and interest accumulation for Fed-
eral student loan borrowers for the entire
duration of the COVID-19 pandemic.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 712—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-

TEMBER 21 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 25, 2020, AS ‘“COMMU-
NITY SCHOOL COORDINATORS

APPRECIATION WEEK”

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. DURBIN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:
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Whereas community schools marshal,
align, and unite the assets, resources, and
capacity of schools and communities for the
success of students, families, and commu-
nities;

Whereas community schools are an effec-
tive, evidence-based, and equity-driven strat-
egy for school improvement included under
section 4625 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7275),
as added by section 4601 of the Every Student
Succeeds Act (Public Law 114-95; 129 Stat.
2029);

Whereas community schools that provide
integrated student supports, well-designed
and expanded learning opportunities, and ac-
tive family and community engagement and
that use collaborative leadership and prac-

September 22, 2020

tices have positive academic and nonaca-
demic outcomes, including improvements in
student attendance, behavior, academic
achievement, school readiness, and mental
and physical health, high school graduation
rates, and school climate and reduced racial
and economic achievement gaps;

Whereas community schools have the po-
tential for closing racial and economic
achievement gaps, as indicated in a 2017 re-
port;

Whereas a 2020 study found that New York
City’s community schools had a positive im-
pact on student attendance, on-time grade
progression, and credit accumulation for
high school students;

Whereas community schools provide a
strong social return on investment, with one
study citing a social return of between $10 to
$15 for every dollar invested over a 3-year pe-
riod;

Whereas community school coordinators
are essential to building successful commu-
nity schools and creating, strengthening,
and maintaining partnerships between com-
munity schools and their communities;

Whereas community school coordinators
facilitate and provide leadership for the col-
laborative process and development of a con-
tinuum of supports and opportunities for
children, families, and others within a
school’s community that allow all students
to learn and the community to thrive;

Whereas the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘“‘COVID-19"")
pandemic poses additional academic, social,
emotional, and health challenges for stu-
dents, educators, and staff at community
schools;

Whereas community school coordinators
have proven to be innovative and resourceful
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in-
cluding through organizing volunteers for
mobile food pantries, hosting virtual parent
hangouts and student lunch groups, con-
tinuing to support onsite behavioral health
programs through an online platform, and
participating in advocacy efforts to halt
eviction orders in their communities;

Whereas community school coordinators,
through their role, deliver a strong mone-
tary return on investment for community
schools and their communities, with one
study citing a return of $7.11 for every dollar
invested in the salary of a community school
coordinator; and

Whereas Community School Coordinators
Appreciation Week, celebrated from Sep-
tember 21 through September 25, 2020, recog-
nizes, raises awareness of, and celebrates the
thousands of community school coordinators
across the country and the critical role of
community school coordinators in the suc-
cess of students: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 21
through September 25, 2020, as ‘‘Community
School Coordinators Appreciation Week’’;

(2) thanks community school coordinators
for the work they do to serve students, fami-
lies, and communities, especially as commu-
nities continue to respond to the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 pandemic; and

(3) encourages students, parents, school ad-
ministrators, and public officials to partici-
pate in virtual events that celebrate Com-
munity School Coordinators Appreciation
Week.

————
ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow,
Wednesday, September 23, 2020.
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Thereupon, the Senate, at 11:22 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, September
23, 2020, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ERIC P. WENDT, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE STATE OF QATAR.

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE
HUMANITIES
JOYCE CAMPBELL GIUFFRA, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS FOR

A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 3, 2024, VICE RICK LOWE,
TERM EXPIRED.
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THE JUDICIARY

CHARLES EDWARD ATCHLEY, JR., OF TENNESSEE, TO
BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN
DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE, VICE HARRY SANDLIN
MATTICE, JR., RETIRED.

KATHERINE A. CRYTZER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN
DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE, VICE PAMELA L. REEVES, DE-
CEASED.

CONFIRMATIONS
Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate September 22, 2020:
THE JUDICIARY

EDWARD HULVEY MEYERS, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A
JUDGE OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL
CLAIMS FOR A TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS.
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EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION

ANDREA R. LUCAS, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION
FOR A TERM EXPIRING JULY 1, 2025.

KEITH E. SONDERLING, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMIS-
SION FOR A TERM EXPIRING JULY 1, 2024.

———

WITHDRAWAL

Executive Message transmitted by
the President to the Senate on Sep-
tember 22, 2020 withdrawing from fur-
ther Senate consideration the fol-
lowing nomination:

KATHERINE A. CRYTZER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL OF THE TENNESSEE VALLEY AU-
THORITY, VICE RICHARD W. MOORE, RESIGNED, WHICH
WAS SENT TO THE SENATE ON APRIL 6, 2020.
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