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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of John Charles Hinderaker, of Ari-
zona, to be United States District Judge for
the District of Arizona.

Mitch McConnell, Martha McSally, Tom
Cotton, Roger F. Wicker, John Cornyn,
Lamar Alexander, John Barrasso, Roy

Blunt, Marco Rubio, Richard Burr,
Mike Crapo, Rob Portman, Xevin
Cramer, John Thune, Steve Daines,

John Boozman, James Lankford.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 815.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Roderick C.
Young, of Virginia, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Virginia.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Roderick C. Young, of Virginia, to
be United States District Judge for the East-
ern District of Virginia.

Mitch McConnell, Mike Braun, Mike
Rounds, Marsha Blackburn, Todd
Young, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Lindsey
Graham, Marco Rubio, Tim Scott,
Chuck Grassley, Kevin Cramer, Lamar
Alexander, Pat Roberts, John Booz-
man, John Cornyn, Mike Crapo, James
E. Risch.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
calls for the cloture motions be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to
speak about the package of four Illi-
nois district court nominees who are
scheduled to receive votes on the floor
this week.

In my State, Democrats and Repub-
licans have long worked together in a
respectful, bipartisan way to select
Federal judges.

For example, when two Illinois va-
cancies opened up on the 7th Circuit in
2017, back before Senate Republicans
decided to abandon the circuit court
blue slip, we were able to negotiate a
package of two well-qualified nomi-
nees, Amy St. Eve and Michael
Scudder, who both were confirmed by
the Senate unanimously.

For district court vacancies, Illinois
has a longstanding ‘‘three to one’ sys-
tem.

Under this system, the President’s
party gets to select the candidates for
three out of four district court vacan-
cies, and the other party gets to select
the candidate for the fourth. Then the
parties negotiate wuntil they reach
agreement on packages of nominees
that can move forward to confirma-
tion.

Under this system, Democrats and
Republicans have to work together and
compromise. Neither side gets every-
thing they want, but for several dec-
ades, this bipartisan process has kept
both parties at the table and has served
Illinois well.

During President Trump’s tenure,
there have been two packages of Illi-
nois district court nominees that we
have negotiated with the senior Mem-
ber of the Republican congressional
delegation—Representative JOHN SHIM-
KUs—and the White House.

The first was a package of four Chi-
cago nominees—now judges—that in-
cluded Democratic pick Mary Rowland,
a former Federal public defender and
the first openly LGBT judge on the
Chicago bench.

The second package of Illinois nomi-
nees, which we negotiated throughout
2019 and agreed upon last December, in-
cludes Federal Magistrate Judge Iain
Johnston of Rockford; Illinois 3rd Judi-
cial Circuit Judge David Dugan of
Madison County; Illinois 20th Judicial
Circuit Judge Stephen McGlynn of St.
Clair County; and the Democratic pick,
Judge Franklin Valderrama of the
Cook County Circuit Court.

All of the nominees in the current Il-
linois package have significant judicial
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experience and were rated well-quali-
fied by the American Bar Association.

Each nominee also was reviewed by
judicial screening committees that we
established, including a Southern Dis-
trict judicial screening committee,
chaired by former Federal judge Pat-
rick Murphy, and a Northern District
committee, chaired by former Federal
judge David Coar. Each nominee re-
ceived screening committee approval
based on their qualifications and their
record as judges.

I want to say that I recognize and re-
spect the opposition that has been ex-
pressed to two of the Republican picks
in this package, Judges Dugan and
McGlynn.

These nominees have made state-
ments and expressed views with which
I disagree, particularly on matters in-
volving reproductive rights.

These nominees would not have been
Democratic picks in our Illinois sys-
tem, but under the system, Democrats
and Republicans have to work together
on bipartisan packages, and neither
side gets everything their way.

While 1 disagree with statements
that Judges Dugan and McGlynn have
made, I agreed to this package of nomi-
nees as part of our bipartisan State
process, and I will support all four
nominees in the package.

I also want to briefly discuss the
Democratic pick in this package,
Judge Franklin Valderrama.

For the past 14 years, he has served
as an associate judge on the Circuit
Court of Cook County. He has exten-
sive experience both as a judge and as
a practitioner and is highly respected.

When a Chicago-based Federal judge-
ship became vacant last year, we put
out a public call for applications. An
extraordinary group of 50 candidates
applied. Our screening committee vet-
ted them all, and Judge Valderrama
was at the top of the list.

I believe he will be an outstanding
addition to the Federal bench in Chi-
cago.

———
HONORING RYAN PHILLIP
HENDRIX
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise

today to pay tribute to Sheriff Deputy
Ryan Phillip Hendrix, 34, of Henderson-
ville who passed away on Thursday,
September 10, 2020, while in the line of
duty. He was born December 9, 1985, in
Asheville, North Carolina to his par-
ents Donald L. and Heidi J. Hendrix.
Ryan was a devoted Christian and at-
tended Grace Blue Ridge Church with
Pastor Chas Morris.

Shortly after graduating from Hen-
dersonville Christian School in 2004,
Ryan enlisted with the U.S. Marine
Corps and graduated as a lance cor-
poral marine in 2005. He was in the Ma-
rine Reserves for 5 years and volun-
teered to serve a tour of duty in Iraq in
2006. Ryan began his career with the
Henderson County Sheriff’s Office as a
detention officer in June 2012. In May
2015, he completed basic law enforce-
ment training and became a patrol dep-
uty and later a field training officer.
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He was an active member of the Hen-
derson County Sheriff’s Office SWAT
team and was assigned as a patrol de-
tective to Charlie Squad.

Ryan excelled in sports, especially
baseball and soccer, and enjoyed fish-
ing, hunting, biking, kayaking, and
camping. Ryan’s children, Elloree and
Merritt, were the love of his life and al-
ways his greatest priority. He spent all
of his free time with them and contin-
ually involved them in outdoor activi-
ties. He enjoyed teaching them how to
raise animals and spending time with
their extended family of grandparents,
aunts and uncles, and many cousins.

Ryan had a keen instinct and could
see things most couldn’t. He was swift
to action and was very intuitive while
possessing a magnanimous heart. He
would choose not to fight with a fool,
but rather help them to find a better
way. Ryan loved to bring humor to
every situation, and even during the
roughest times, you would always see a
smile on his face.

Ryan tragically lost his life during
the early morning hours of September
10, 2020, while in the line of duty. As
the world slept, Ryan responded to as-
sist a family in need of help when they
became innocent victims of a violent
encounter.

We all know the tragic outcome, but
Ryan refused to let the story end there.
While his death will leave a giant void
in the hearts of those who love him, he
continues to exemplify a servant’s
heart even in passing. Ryan was also an
organ donor and will continue helping
strangers for a lifetime, even after
making the ultimate sacrifice. He was
doing the job he was born to do and
died doing the job he loved.

As the U.S. Senator from North Caro-
lina, I am forever grateful for Ryan’s
service to our State and Nation. He
gave his life protecting his fellow citi-
zens, and we will never forget the sac-
rifice he made.

REMEMBERING MELISSIA DAVIS

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the life of Mrs. Melissia
Davis of Kennedy, AL, who passed
away on September 7, 2020. She will be
remembered as a dedicated public serv-
ant who was committed to bettering
her community and State.

Melissia worked diligently for 26
years as the State representative in my
U.S. Senate Office in Tuscaloosa, AL.
She covered the West Alabama region,
specifically serving the counties of
Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Marion,
Pickens, and Tuscaloosa. I first met
Melissia when she was working for the
Internal Revenue Service, and I was
eager to hire her. I knew she would be
an exemplary employee. Over the
years, Melissia gained a deep under-
standing of constituent services and re-
mained dedicated to working with Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies on be-
half of my constituents.

Melissia served with distinction on
the board of trustees of her alma
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mater, Stillman College in Tuscaloosa,
AL. She was the chairwoman of the
Stillman House Restoration Com-
mittee for 13 years. Under her leader-
ship, the historic Stillman House was
placed on the Alabama Historic Reg-
ister and National Register of Historic
Places. She was also successful in plac-
ing Stillman College on the Alabama
Register of Landmarks and Heritage,
designating the campus as an Alabama
Historic District.

Outside of her professional career,
Mrs. Davis was heavily involved with
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., the
West Alabama United Way Campaign,
Habitat for Humanity, and several
other local endeavors. Additionally,
Melissia was a dedicated member of
Elizabeth Baptist Church, where she
taught Sunday school and served as a
matron. Not only did Melissia live a
life of service, she embodied it.

Melissia’s many accomplishments
and contributions to the State of Ala-
bama will 1long be remembered.

Melissia was Dpassionate about her
hometown of Kennedy, AL, and she
served as one of its strongest advo-
cates. She will be remembered for her
great sense of humor and style.
Melissia touched the lives of many
over the years, and she will be greatly
missed.

I offer my deepest condolences to
Melissia’s husband, Burkles Davis, II,
and her two children, Alecia Nicole
Davis and Burkles ‘“‘Trey’’ Davis, III,
and to all of their loved ones as they
celebrate her life and mourn her pass-
ing.

——
100TH BIRTHDAY OF THE NFL

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate the 100th birth-
day of the National Football League.
On September 17, 1920, 15 people who
shared a love of football met in an
automobile showroom in Canton, OH,
to form what would become the Na-
tional Football League. From these
humble beginnings, the NFL has grown
into a preeminent American sports
league and become a fixture in Amer-
ican life. Today’s NFL is an American
institution that brings together mil-
lions of individuals of all ages, races,
and backgrounds through a shared love
for the game of football. In fact, last
season, the NFL concluded the celebra-
tion of its 100th season with a stunning
Super Bowl championship that was
viewed by over 100 million Americans.

At the same time, the NFL has never
forgotten its roots in Ohio. Every year,
millions of football fans travel to Can-
ton, which now hosts the Pro Football
Hall of Fame and the accompanying
Hall of Fame game that rings in every
new NFL season. Today, in an effort to
commemorate the League’s 100th birth-
day, Canton and the Cleveland Browns
will host my hometown Cincinnati
Bengals in a classic rivalry game,
known as the Battle of Ohio. The game
will highlight the formation of the
league and its origins in Canton, honor
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the more than 25,000 players who have
played in the league, and showcase the
work the NFL is doing to ensure its
second century is just as successful as
the first.

I wish the league all the best as it
embarks into its second century as the
foremost steward of “America’s
Game.”

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF
SPECIAL OLYMPICS ARKANSAS

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today in light of a significant anniver-
sary for a crucial organization in the
state of Arkansas. Fifty years ago,
Special Olympics Arkansas was found-
ed under the idea of an equal and op-
portune Arkansas. On this special day
of celebration, I would like to recog-
nize and thank Special Olympics Ar-
kansas for its dedication to a virtuous
mission that has transformed my State
in more ways than one.

Special Olympics Arkansas was de-
signed to fulfill and uphold a specific
vision to transform communities
through sports and education. To make
this ambition a reality, the organiza-
tion provides individuals with intellec-
tual disabilities the opportunity to
participate in year-round sports and
athletic training. Just as Special
Olympics Arkansas has a positive im-
pact on the field, it is also a powerful
and effective catalyst for social change
off the field. By offering a range of pro-
gramming efforts that encompass
health, education, community building
and leadership, Special Olympics Ar-
kansas is doing exactly what it set out
to accomplish.

Since its inception, the organization
has seen increasing and overwhelming
demand. Special Olympics Arkansas
has 15,000 participating athletes and
5,000 volunteers. Additionally, it offers
training in 15 different sports with 240
statewide competitions and has cul-
tivated participation in all 75 of the
State’s counties. While the trans-
formative power of sports is at the or-
ganization’s core, competition is mere-
ly a gateway to creating avenues for
individuals, both with and without in-
tellectual disabilities, to experience
personal growth, find joy and gain con-
fidence. The addition of several new
programs such as the Inclusive Health
Program, Unified School Program, and
the Unified Leadership Program has
proven tremendously valuable in
breaking down barriers and creating
accepting and inclusive communities.
Thanks to Special Olympics Arkansas,
our State has experienced great social
progress and meaningful change over
the past 50 years.

I cannot thank Special Olympics Ar-
kansas enough for its continued dedica-
tion to creating an environment where
enhanced opportunity and acceptance
take center stage. Arkansas citizens of
all backgrounds, their families, and our
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