September 10, 2020

of ethnic Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang,
and calling for an end to arbitrary de-
tention, torture, and harassment of
these communities inside and outside
China, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote or
change their vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 168 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Alexander Fischer Portman
Barrasso Gardner Risch
Blackburn Graham Roberts
Blunt Grassley Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe
Cassidy Johnson :2222 Egé’;
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Cornyn Lankford .
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer Loeffler T?‘{ne
Crapo McConnell Tillis
Cruz McSally Toomey
Daines Moran Wicker
Enzi Murkowski Young
Ernst Perdue

NAYS—47
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hirono Sanders
Blumenthal Jones Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown King Shaheen
Cantwell Klobuchar Sinema
gardln heahx;l ) Smith

arper anchin

Casey Markey ,?Zi:s;l ow
Coons Menendez Udall
Cortez Masto Merkley
Duckworth Murphy Van Hollen
Durbin Murray Warner
Feinstein Paul Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—1
Harris

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 47.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COTTON. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.
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Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
S. RES. 685

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I come to
the floor to first thank Senator
DUCKWORTH for leading many of us to
come to the floor this week to stand in
solidarity with all of the military fam-
ilies around the country and through-
out our Nation’s history who have sac-
rificed so much in service to our coun-
try.

I hope we can all join together, not
as Republicans and Democrats but as
servants of the American people, in ex-
pressing outrage and disgust at the
comments made by the President that
were confirmed by multiple news out-
lets last week. A deep reverence for
servicemembers, including the Pre-
siding Officer, who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our country, has
never before been a partisan issue in
this body or in our country.

These Americans laid down their
lives because they loved this country,
and they loved what we stand for. They
understood something that President
Trump never will, which is the idea of
service—the ethos of giving your all for
something greater than yourself.

I know some of my colleagues will
continue to bury their heads in the
sand to pretend the President couldn’t
possibly have said those things, but if
you don’t believe it is within President
Trump’s character to denigrate our
troops, you haven’t been paying atten-
tion over the last 5 years.

President Trump called our former
colleague and our friend Senator John
McCain—an American war hero to
every one of us—a loser. He denigrated
all POWs and their families when he
said he liked people who were not cap-
tured. He attacked a Gold Star family,
whose son paid the ultimate sacrifice
for our country, with anti-Muslim big-
otry. He repeatedly attacked and re-
taliated against LTC Alexander
Vindman, who spent his entire life
serving our country.

Yet, as despicable and disrespectful
as they are, it is not just President
Trump’s words—it is his actions. He di-
verted funding from our military bases
to pay for his vanity project border
wall.

He has made it easier for payday
lenders to prey on our servicemembers
by selling them predatory loans at ex-
orbitant rates. In Dayton, go to
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, and
look at the payday lenders that just
crop up around our military bases.

The President handed out favors to
foreign banks, like Santander, that il-
legally repossessed servicemembers’
cars and illegally foreclosed on their
homes while they were defending our
country.

He ordered the closure of the mili-
tary’s newspaper, Stars and Stripes,
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because it refused to serve as a propa-
ganda machine for him. Under pres-
sure, he is saying he is now going to
bring it back.

Now he is failing to protect our
troops and our veterans from this dis-
ease. His administration used them as
guinea pigs this spring by prescribing
them hydroxychloroquine tablets—an
unproven COVID treatment. He did
that this spring while he was not tell-
ing the country about the seriousness
of this disease.

None of this should be partisan. I
know my Republican colleagues and I
disagree on a lot of things—taxes and
budgets and healthcare policy—but I
have never heard any of us disagree on
the fact that Americans who serve our
country are American heroes. Whether
they fought during World War I or
fought against fascists in World War II,
like my father did, or are defending us
today, we owe them and their families
a debt of gratitude. Those who made
the ultimate sacrifice were mothers
and fathers and sons and daughters and
aunts and uncles. They had hopes, and
they had dreams of devoting careers to
service.

All of my colleagues have spoken to
the families of the fallen. We try to
empathize with the unbearable pain
they go through. Some of my col-
leagues have been those brothers or sis-
ters or sons or daughters. All of our
servicemembers and all of our veterans
and all of their families deserve better.

I ask my colleagues to join me and
Senator DUCKWORTH in standing in soli-
darity with all American servicemem-
bers and veterans and their families.

We will never forget the debt we owe
you. We are humbled by your commit-
ment to service.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CONFIRMATION OF HALA Y.
JARBOU

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
have two items I would like to speak
for a few moments on today, but first I
want to rise to say how pleased I am
that the Senate voted to confirm Judge
Hala Jarbou to serve as the Federal
judge in the U.S. District Circuit for
the Western District of Michigan.

Both Senator PETERS and I supported
her, returned our blue slips, and were
very pleased to support her confirma-
tion. I think she will do an excellent
job.

Her story, Judge Jarbou’s story, is
really an American story. She was born
in Iraq and came to this country as a
young girl. She was the first person in
her family to earn her college degree
from the University of Michigan and
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her law degree from Wayne State Uni-
versity.

She is the first Chaldean judge to
serve at the circuit court level in Oak-
land County, MI, and she is now the
first Chaldean-American to serve on
the Federal bench. So I am very, very
pleased that she was confirmed today.

Judge Jarbou greatly values the op-
portunity she has been given, I know,
and has worked to extend those oppor-
tunities to others during her career.

She is active in the Michigan legal
community and in the Chaldean Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce and other
cultural organizations.

She served as a mentor and has
worked to increase the diversity of
clerks in her own courtroom. Again, I
am just very pleased that she was over-
whelmingly confirmed by the U.S. Sen-
ate today.

——
HONORING MILITARY VETERANS

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise now on behalf of the more than 19
million people in our Nation and half a
million people in Michigan who show
us every day what service and sacrifice
and love of country is really all about.

These patriots landed on beaches in
Normandy and the Pacific theater,
crept through jungles in Korea, shed
blood in Vietnam, survived attacks in
Iraq, and fought terrorists in Afghani-
stan. These people are heroes. They
love our Nation so much. They are
willing to put their lives on the line for
our democracy, our people, and our
way of life.

That is why it is so incredibly shock-
ing and infuriating to hear the Presi-
dent of the United States, the Com-
mander in Chief of our Armed Forces,
disparage our veterans. President
Trump called them losers and suck-
ers—losers and suckers. He said he
couldn’t understand why anyone would
join the military because ‘“What is in it
for them?”’

He said veterans who had lost limbs
shouldn’t be in parades. Why? Because
he couldn’t handle seeing them. He
didn’t think people would want to see
them. People in Michigan want to see
them and thank them and do so every
day.

We all remember what he said about
our former colleague and friend, the
late Senator John McCain. President
Trump said that he prefers veterans
who didn’t get captured.

My own dad served in the Navy dur-
ing World War II. He signed up because
he believed in a cause bigger than him-
self. Perhaps President Trump doesn’t
understand, but my dad was a sailor,
not a sucker.

About one in four people who have
served in our armed services now live
with a service-connected disability.
President Trump, these veterans are
leaders; they aren’t losers.

President Trump wonders what is in
it for them. Well, maybe he should ask
them because we all know what they
would say. We all know what they
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would say: pride, duty, honor, the feel-
ing that comes from putting something
or someone above yourself. It is becom-
ing increasingly clear that these aren’t
feelings that the current occupant of
the Oval Office understands.

My dad once told me something I
have never forgotten. In fact, it has in-
fluenced my whole life as an elected of-
ficial. He said that a veteran should
never stand at the back of any line for
a job, for healthcare, for education, or
for the military recognitions they
earned. My dad came home after World
War II and went to school on the GI
bill, and I don’t know what would have
happened to our family if he had not
had that opportunity. So my dad said
over and over again that a veteran
should not stand at the back of any
line. They certainly shouldn’t be put at
the end of the line by their own Presi-
dent. It is appalling that this even
needs to be said, actually.

When I heard these comments and
heard them verified over and over
again in every media outlet from right
to left, verifying that, in fact, these
were his comments, it was stunning. It
was appalling. It made me very angry.

Our veterans deserve a place of honor
at the front of the line—at the front of
the line. They deserve a Commander in
Chief who respects them, who honors
their service, and, frankly, who gets it.
Thank goodness we have people who
believe in things beyond themselves.
Thank goodness we have people who
are willing to stand up for all of us, to
keep us safe and stand up for our val-
ues and our country.

So on behalf of the people of Michi-
gan, I want to say thank you to every-
one who has served and everyone who
is currently serving our country in our
armed services. We are truly grateful
for your sacrifice and service and your
willingness to stand up and support and
defend our country.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ALEXANDER). The clerk will call the
roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
CORONAVIRUS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, thank
you. I am on the floor today to talk
about the coronavirus pandemic and
what we can and should do here in the
U.S. Senate and in Congress as a whole
to actually address the ongoing prob-
lem.

We are not out of the woods yet. We
still have a healthcare crisis and, of
course, an economic crisis that is a
consequence of that.

We have done some good bipartisan
work over the past 6 months. In fact,
not many people realize that we have
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actually passed five or six bills with
strong bipartisan majorities. The one
people know about most is the biggest
one, the CARES Act. I think it got 97
votes here on the floor of the Senate—
97 to nothing.

We have in the past been able to fig-
ure out a way to come together as Re-
publicans and Democrats and as Ameri-
cans to be able to address this crisis.
We need to do it again because we still
do have a crisis. We still do have unac-
ceptably high levels of people getting
infected, hospitalized, being in the ICU,
fatalities, and, of course, our economy
is not where any of us would like to see
it although it has improved signifi-
cantly, in part because of the legisla-
tion we passed here.

I am convinced that we would be at
over 10 percent unemployment still if
not for the legislation we passed here.
Instead, we are beginning to come
down—8.4 percent last month. That is
faster than anybody thought it could.
Still, of course, it is unacceptably high.

So more help is needed, and we can’t
let the upcoming election and the poli-
tics around that keep us from getting
together and continuing to do the work
that we have to do. We haven’t been
able, in the last 5 or 6 weeks, to do
that. Instead, we have been working
kind of on opposite sides of the aisle on
our own projects.

Today we voted on a bill that had a
majority of the U.S. Senators sup-
porting it. That is not how you pass
something around here; there has to be
a supermajority—60 votes. But a ma-
jority of the Senators in this Chamber
just voted for legislation that has
strong bipartisan appeal I would think
because, as we will talk about in a sec-
ond, almost every element is supported
by the Democrats, Republicans, and,
most importantly, by the American
people.

What we have done is we have kind of
fallen into camps. So the Democrats
passed a bill in the House called the
Heroes Act. It is a $3.5 trillion bill. Re-
member, we have already spent about
$3.5 trillion, making this the largest
deficit in the history of our country
and making our debt now, for the first
time since World War II, the size of our
entire economy. That concerns all of
us, and it should. I hope it concerns all
of us because our fiscal situation going
forward for our kids and grandkids is
something we should be concerned
about too.

Anyway, the $3.5 trillion bill is a
grab bag, to be honest. Some of it is re-
lated to COVID-19, but some of it is
not. As an example, there is a provision
in there that I hope would be a non-
starter that changes our tax laws and
repeals the State and local tax deduc-
tion cap that was put in place just re-
cently. This gives a huge break to
wealthy Americans. In fact, 40 percent
of this benefit, according to the Joint
Committee on Taxation, goes to the
top 1 percent of wage earners. What
does that have to do with the
coronavirus? It will help millionaires
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