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Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. WICKER), the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE)
and the Senator from Arkansas (Mr.
CoTTON) were added as cosponsors of S.
4317, a bill to lessen the burdens on
interstate commerce by discouraging
insubstantial lawsuits relating to
COVID-19 while preserving the ability
of individuals and businesses that have
suffered real injury to obtain complete
relief.
S. 4339
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4339, a bill to provide, manufac-
ture, and distribute high quality face
masks for every individual in the
United States during the COVID-19
emergency using the Defense Produc-
tion Act and other means.
S. 4350
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the names of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4350, a bill to provide im-
mediate relief for patients from certain
medical debt collection efforts during
and immediately after the COVID-19
public health emergency.
S. 4352
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4352, a bill to provide for the
water quality restoration of the Ti-
juana River and the New River, and for
other purposes.
S. 4356
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from North Carolina
(Mr. TiLLIS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4356, a bill to reauthorize the Blue
Ridge National Heritage Area, and for
other purposes.
S. 4401
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4401, a bill to restore, reaffirm,
and reconcile environmental justice
and civil rights, provide for the estab-
lishment of the Interagency Working
Group on Environmental Justice Com-
pliance and Enforcement, and for other
purposes.
S. 4434
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY), the Senator from New Mex-
ico (Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator
from Maine (Mr. KING) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4434, a bill to carry out
a Civilian Conservation Corps program,
provide supplemental appropriations
for certain conservation activities, to
provide for increased reforestation
across the United States, to provide in-
centives for agricultural producers to
carry out climate stewardship prac-
tices, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 509
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
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(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 509, a resolution calling upon
the United Nations Security Council to
adopt a resolution on Iran that extends
the dates by which Annex B restric-
tions under Resolution 2231 are cur-
rently set to expire.
S. RES. 658

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 658, a resolution calling for a
free, fair, and transparent presidential
election in Belarus taking place on Au-
gust 9, 2020, including the unimpeded
participation of all presidential can-
didates.

S. RES. 663

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 663, a resolution
supporting mask-wearing as an impor-
tant measure to limit the spread of the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and
Mr. ROUNDS):

S. 4444. A Dbill to require installation
of a network of soil moisture and
snowpack monitoring in the Upper Mis-
souri River Basin and to establish a
pilot program for the acquisition and
use of data generated by that network,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 4444

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Missouri
River Basin Drought and Snowpack Moni-
toring Act”.

SEC. 2. SOIL MOISTURE AND SNOWPACK MONI-
TORING.

(a) INSTALLATION OF NETWORK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with the ac-
tivities required under section 4003(a) of the
Water Resources Reform and Development
Act of 2014 (128 Stat. 1311; 130 Stat. 1677), and
to support the goals of the Weather Research
and Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 115-25; 131 Stat. 91) and the National
Integrated Drought Information System Re-
authorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-423;
132 Stat. 5454), the Secretary of the Army
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’), in coordination with the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (referred to in this
section as the ‘‘Administrator’’), the Chief of
the Natural Resources Conservation Service,
the Director of the United States Geological
Survey, and the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion, shall continue installation of a network
of soil moisture and plains snowpack moni-
toring stations and modification of existing
stations in the Upper Missouri River Basin.
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(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out instal-
lation and modification activities under
paragraph (1), the Secretary—

(A) may continue to enter into agree-
ments, including cooperative agreements,
with State mesonet programs for purposes of
installing new stations or modifying existing
stations;

(B) shall transfer ownership and all respon-
sibilities for operation and maintenance of
new stations to the respective State mesonet
program for the State in which the moni-
toring station is located on completion of in-
stallation of the station; and

(C) shall establish, in consultation with
the Administrator, requirements and stand-
ards for the installation of new stations and
modification of existing stations to ensure
seamless data integration into—

(i) the National Mesonet Program;

(ii) the National Coordinated Soil Moisture
Network; and

(iii) other relevant networks.

(b) SOIL MOISTURE AND SNOWPACK MONI-
TORING PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall establish a pilot pro-
gram for the acquisition and use of data gen-
erated by the network described in sub-
section (a).

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing the
pilot program under paragraph (1), the Ad-
ministrator shall—

(A) enter into agreements with State
mesonet programs in the Upper Missouri
River Basin to acquire data generated by the
network described in subsection (a) that—

(i) are similar to the agreements in effect
as of the date of the enactment of this Act
with States under the National Mesonet Pro-
gram; and

(ii) allow for sharing of data with other
Federal agencies and with institutions en-
gaged in federally supported research, in-
cluding the United States Drought Monitor,
as appropriate and feasible;

(B) in coordination with the Secretary, the
Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, the Director of the United States
Geological Survey, and the Commissioner of
Reclamation, gather data from the operation
of the network to inform ongoing efforts of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration in support of—

(i) the National Integrated Drought Infor-
mation System, including the National Co-
ordinated Soil Moisture Monitoring Net-
work;

(ii) the United States Drought Monitor;

(iii) the National Water Model and other
relevant national modeling efforts;

(iv) validation, verification, and calibra-
tion of satellite-based, in situ, and other re-
mote sensing activities and output products;

(v) flood risk and water resources moni-
toring initiatives by the Secretary and the
Commissioner; and

(vi) any other programs or initiatives the
Administrator considers appropriate; and

(C) at the request of State mesonet pro-
grams, or as the Administrator considers ap-
propriate, provide technical assistance to
such programs under the pilot program
under paragraph (1) to ensure proper data re-
quirements; and

(D) ensure an appropriate mechanism for
quality control and quality assurance is em-
ployed for the data acquired under the pilot
program, such as the Meteorological Assimi-
lation Data Ingest System.

(3) STUDY REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall initiate a study of
the pilot program required by paragraph (1)
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to evaluate the data generated by the net-
work described in subsection (a) and the ap-
plications of that data to programs and ini-
tiatives described in paragraph (2)(B).

(B) ELEMENTS.—The study required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall include an assessment
of—

(i) the contribution of the soil moisture,
snowpack, and other relevant data generated
by the network described in subsection (a) to
weather, subseasonal and seasonal, and cli-
mate forecasting products on the local, re-
gional, and national levels;

(ii) the enhancements made to the Na-
tional Integrated Drought Information Sys-
tem, the National Water Model, and the
United States Drought Monitor, and other
relevant national modeling efforts, using
data and derived data products generated by
the network;

(iii) the contribution of data generated by
the network to remote sensing products and
approaches;

(iv) the viability of the ownership and
operational structure of the network; and

(v) any other matters the Administrator
considers appropriate, in coordination with
the Secretary, the Chief of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, the Director of
the United States Geological Survey, and the
Commissioner of Reclamation.

(4) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 4
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Administrator shall submit to Con-
gress a report—

(A) setting forth the findings of the study
required by paragraph (3); and

(B) making recommendations based on
those findings to improve weather, subsea-
sonal, seasonal, and climate monitoring na-
tionally.

(6) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
AUDIT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the report required by paragraph (4) is
submitted, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct an audit to
evaluate that report and determine wheth-
er—

(i) the Administrator, in conducting the
pilot program under paragraph (1), has uti-
lized the relevant data generated by the net-
work described in subsection (a) in the man-
ner most beneficial to the programs and ini-
tiatives described in paragraph (2)(B);

(ii) the acquisition agreements entered
into under paragraph (2)(A) with State
mesonet programs fully comply with the re-
quirements of that paragraph; and

(iii) the heads of other agencies, including
the Secretary, the Chief of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, the Director of
the United States Geological Survey, and the
Commissioner of Reclamation, are utilizing
the data generated by the network to better
inform and improve the missions of those
agencies.

(B) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 270
days after initiating the audit required by
subparagraph (A), the Comptroller General
shall submit to Congress a report setting
forth the findings of the audit.

(¢) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be
appropriated—

(A) to supplement funds already authorized
for installation of a network of new moni-
toring stations and modification of existing
monitoring stations in the Upper Missouri
River Basin under subsection (a), $7,000,000
for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2025; and

(B) to the Administrator to acquire under
subsection (b) data collected by the network
described in subsection (a)—

(i) $500,000 for fiscal year 2021;

(ii) $2,300,000 for fiscal year 2022;

(iii) $4,100,000 for fiscal year 2023;

(iv) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2024; and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(v) $7,900,000 for fiscal year 2025.

(2) LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES.—Not more than 2 percent of the
amounts authorized to be appropriated under
paragraph (1)(B) may be used by the Admin-
istrator for administrative expenses.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 4450. A Dbill to establish the
Bronzeville-Black Metropolis National
Heritage Area in the State of Illinois,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 4450

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Bronzeville-
Black Metropolis National Heritage Area
Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) HERITAGE AREA.—The term ‘‘Heritage
Area’ means the Bronzeville-Black Metropo-
lis National Heritage Area established by
section 3(a).

(2) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The term
‘‘local coordinating entity’’ means the local
coordinating entity for the Heritage Area
designated by section 4(a).

(3) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term ‘‘man-
agement plan’ means the plan developed by
the local coordinating entity under section
5(a).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(5) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’ means the
State of Illinois.

SEC. 3. BRONZEVILLE-BLACK METROPOLIS NA-
TIONAL HERITAGE AREA.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Bronzeville-Black Metropolis National
Heritage Area in the State.

(b) BOUNDARIES.—The Heritage Area shall
consist of the region in the city of Chicago,
Illinois, bounded as follows:

(1) 18th Street on the North to 22nd Street
on the South, from Lake Michigan on the
East to Wentworth Avenue on the West.

(2) 22nd Street on the North to 35th Street
on the South, from Lake Michigan on the
East to the Dan Ryan Expressway on the
West.

(3) 35th Street on the North to 47th Street
on the South, from Lake Michigan on the
East to the B&O Railroad (Stewart Avenue)
on the West.

(4) 47th Street on the North to 55th Street
on the South, from Cottage Grove Avenue on
the East to the Dan Ryan Expressway on the
West.

(b) 55th Street on the North to 67th Street
on the South, from State Street on the West
to Cottage Grove Avenue/South Chicago Ave-
nue on the East.

(6) 67th Street on the North to 7lst Street
on the South, from Cottage Grove Avenue/
South Chicago Avenue on the West to the
Metra Railroad tracks on the East.

SEC. 4. DESIGNATION OF LOCAL COORDINATING
ENTITY.

(a) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The
Black Metropolis National Heritage Area
Commission shall be the local coordinating
entity for the Heritage Area.

(b) AUTHORITIES OF LOCAL COORDINATING
ENTITY.—The local coordinating entity may,
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for purposes of preparing and implementing
the management plan, use Federal funds
made available under this Act—

(1) to prepare reports, studies, interpretive
exhibits and programs, historic preservation
projects, and other activities recommended
in the management plan for the Heritage
Area;

(2) to make grants to the State, political
subdivisions of the State, nonprofit organiza-
tions, and other persons;

(3) to enter into cooperative agreements
with the State, political subdivisions of the
State, nonprofit organizations, and other or-
ganizations;

(4) to hire and compensate staff;

(6) to obtain funds or services from any
source, including funds and services provided
under any other Federal program or law; and

(6) to contract for goods and services.

(¢) DUTIES OF LOCAL COORDINATING ENTI-
TY.—To further the purposes of the Heritage
Area, the local coordinating entity shall—

(1) prepare a management plan for the Her-
itage Area in accordance with section 5;

(2) give priority to the implementation of
actions, goals, and strategies set forth in the
management plan, including assisting units
of government and other persons in—

(A) carrying out programs and projects
that recognize and protect important re-
source values in the Heritage Area;

(B) encouraging economic viability in the
Heritage Area in accordance with the goals
of the management plan;

(C) establishing and maintaining interpre-
tive exhibits in the Heritage Area;

(D) developing heritage-based recreational
and educational opportunities for residents
and visitors in the Heritage Area;

(E) increasing public awareness of and ap-
preciation for the natural, historic, and cul-
tural resources of the Heritage Area;

(F) restoring historic buildings that are—

(i) located in the Heritage Area; and

(ii) related to the themes of the Heritage
Area; and

(G) installing throughout the Heritage
Area clear, consistent, and appropriate signs
identifying public access points and sites of
interest;

(3) consider the interests of diverse units of
government, businesses, tourism officials,
private property owners, and nonprofit
groups within the Heritage Area in devel-
oping and implementing the management
plan;

(4) conduct public meetings at least semi-
annually regarding the development and im-
plementation of the management plan; and

(5) for any fiscal year for which Federal
funds are received under this Act—

(A) submit to the Secretary an annual re-
port that describes—

(i) the accomplishments of the local co-
ordinating entity;

(ii) the expenses and income of the local
coordinating entity; and

(iii) the entities to which the local coordi-
nating entity made any grants;

(B) make available for audit all records re-
lating to the expenditure of the Federal
funds and any matching funds; and

(C) require, with respect to all agreements
authorizing the expenditure of Federal funds
by other organizations, that the receiving
organizations make available for audit all
records relating to the expenditure of the
Federal funds.

SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date on which funds are first made
available to carry out this Act, the local co-
ordinating entity shall prepare and submit
to the Secretary a management plan for the
Heritage Area.

(b) CONTENTS.—The management plan for
the Heritage Area shall—
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(1) include comprehensive policies, strate-
gies, and recommendations for the conserva-
tion, funding, management, and development
of the Heritage Area;

(2) take into consideration existing State
and local plans;

(3) specify the existing and potential
sources of funding to protect, manage, and
develop the Heritage Area;

(4) include an inventory of the natural, his-
toric, cultural, educational, scenic, and rec-
reational resources of the Heritage Area re-
lating to the themes of the Heritage Area
that should be preserved, restored, managed,
developed, or maintained; and

(6) include an analysis of, and rec-
ommendations for, ways in which Federal,
State, and local programs, may best be co-
ordinated to further the purposes of this Act,
including recommendations for the role of
the National Park Service in the Heritage
Area.

(¢) DISQUALIFICATION FrROM FUNDING.—If a
proposed management plan is not submitted
to the Secretary by the date that is 3 years
after the date on which funds are first made
available to carry out this Act, the local co-
ordinating entity may not receive additional
funding under this Act until the date on
which the Secretary receives the proposed
management plan.

(d) APPROVAL AND DISAPPROVAL OF MAN-
AGEMENT PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the local coordi-
nating entity submits the management plan
to the Secretary, the Secretary shall approve
or disapprove the proposed management
plan.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining
whether to approve or disapprove the man-
agement plan, the Secretary shall consider
whether—

(A) the local coordinating entity is rep-
resentative of the diverse interests of the
Heritage Area, including governments, nat-
ural and historic resource protection organi-
zations, educational institutions, businesses,
and recreational organizations;

(B) the local coordinating entity has pro-
vided adequate opportunities (including pub-
lic meetings) for public and governmental in-
volvement in the preparation of the manage-
ment plan;

(C) the resource protection and interpreta-
tion strategies contained in the management
plan, if implemented, would adequately pro-
tect the natural, historic, and cultural re-
sources of the Heritage Area; and

(D) the management plan is supported by
the appropriate State and local officials, the
cooperation of which is needed to ensure the
effective implementation of the State and
local aspects of the management plan.

(3) DISAPPROVAL AND REVISIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary dis-
approves a proposed management plan, the
Secretary shall—

(i) advise the local coordinating entity, in
writing, of the reasons for the disapproval;
and

(ii) make recommendations for revision of
the proposed management plan.

(B) APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL.—The Sec-
retary shall approve or disapprove a revised
management plan not later than 180 days
after the date on which the revised manage-
ment plan is submitted.

(e) APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
view and approve or disapprove substantial
amendments to the management plan in ac-
cordance with subsection (d).

(2) FUNDING.—Funds appropriated under
this Act may not be expended to implement
any changes made by an amendment to the
management plan until the Secretary ap-
proves the amendment.
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SEC. 6. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FEDERAL
AGENCIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act af-
fects the authority of a Federal agency to
provide technical or financial assistance
under any other law.

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—The
head of any Federal agency planning to con-
duct activities that may have an impact on
the Heritage Area is encouraged to consult
and coordinate the activities with the Sec-
retary and the local coordinating entity to
the extent practicable.

(c) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Nothing in
this Act—

(1) modifies, alters, or amends any law or
regulation authorizing a Federal agency to
manage Federal land under the jurisdiction
of the Federal agency;

(2) limits the discretion of a Federal land
manager to implement an approved land use
plan within the boundaries of the Heritage
Area; or

(3) modifies, alters, or amends any author-
ized use of Federal land under the jurisdic-
tion of a Federal agency.

SEC. 7. PRIVATE PROPERTY AND REGULATORY
PROTECTIONS.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) abridges the rights of any property
owner (whether public or private), including
the right to refrain from participating in any
plan, project, program, or activity conducted
within the Heritage Area;

(2) requires any property owner to permit
public access (including access by Federal,
State, or local agencies) to the property of
the property owner, or to modify public ac-
cess or use of property of the property owner
under any other Federal, State, or local law;

(3) alters any duly adopted land use regula-
tion, approved land use plan, or other regu-
latory authority of any Federal, State, or
local agency, or conveys any land use or
other regulatory authority to the local co-
ordinating entity;

(4) authorizes or implies the reservation or
appropriation of water or water rights;

(5) diminishes the authority of the State to
manage fish and wildlife, including the regu-
lation of fishing and hunting within the Her-
itage Area; or

(6) creates any liability, or affects any li-
ability under any other law, of any private
property owner with respect to any person
injured on the private property.

SEC. 8. EVALUATION; REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years be-
fore the date on which authority for Federal
funding terminates for the Heritage Area,
the Secretary shall—

(1) conduct an evaluation of the accom-
plishments of the Heritage Area; and

(2) prepare a report in accordance with sub-
section (c).

(b) EVALUATION.—An evaluation conducted
under subsection (a)(1) shall—

(1) assess the progress of the local coordi-
nating entity with respect to—

(A) accomplishing the purposes of this Act
for the Heritage Area; and

(B) achieving the goals and objectives of
the approved management plan for the Herit-
age Area;

(2) analyze the Federal, State, local, and
private investments in the Heritage Area to
determine the leverage and impact of the in-
vestments; and

(3) review the management structure, part-
nership relationships, and funding of the
Heritage Area for purposes of identifying the
critical components for sustainability of the
Heritage Area.

(¢) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Based on the evaluation
conducted under subsection (a)(1), the Sec-
retary shall prepare a report that includes

August 5, 2020

recommendations for the future role of the
National Park Service, if any, with respect
to the Heritage Area.

(2) REQUIRED ANALYSIS.—If the report pre-
pared under paragraph (1) recommends that
Federal funding for the Heritage Area be re-
authorized, the report shall include an anal-
ysis of—

(A) ways in which Federal funding for the
Heritage Area may be reduced or eliminated;
and

(B) the appropriate time period necessary
to achieve the recommended reduction or
elimination.

(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—On comple-
tion of the report, the Secretary shall sub-
mit the report to—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives.

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to carry out this Act $10,000,000,
of which not more than $1,000,000 may be au-
thorized to be appropriated for any fiscal
year.

(b) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENT.—The Fed-
eral share of the cost of any activity carried
out using funds made available under this
Act shall be not more than 50 percent.

SEC. 10. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.

The authority of the Secretary to provide
financial assistance under this Act termi-
nates on the date that is 15 years after the
date of enactment of this Act.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KING, and Mr. SULLIVAN):

S. 4460. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to waive cer-
tain eligibility requirements for a vet-
eran to receive per diem payments for
domiciliary care at a State home, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the State Veterans
Homes Domiciliary Care Flexibility
Act. This bill would address a current
gap in care for veterans in Maine living
with early-stage dementia. Specifi-
cally, it would ensure that the VA can
waive certain eligibility requirements
to allow veterans with early-stage de-
mentia to be cared for in State vet-
erans’ homes when it is in the best in-
terest of the veteran.

In Maine, we lead the way in caring
for our veterans. For more than 40
years, Maine Veterans’ Homes has been
a vital part of our State’s commitment
to our heroes. My father, Donald Col-
lins, a decorated World War II veteran,
was cared for by the Veterans’ Home in
Caribou at the end of his life, so I know
firsthand the compassion and care that
Maine Veterans’ Homes provide. In the
land of the free, Maine Veterans’
Homes help ensure that there will al-
ways be a home for the brave when
they need care.

As chairman of the Senate Aging
Committee and representing the oldest
State by median age in the country, I
have championed policies to help indi-
viduals living with dementia, such as
Alzheimer’s disease, as well as Amer-
ica’s hidden heroes—our military and
veteran caregivers. I cofounded the
Senate Alzheimer’s Task Force in rec-
ognition of the devastating impact
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that disease has on individuals and
families.

Our Nation owes America’s veterans
our deepest gratitude. We must honor
our commitment to veterans by con-
tinuing to support their needs, includ-
ing the needs of veterans who are liv-
ing with early-stage dementia.

The State Veterans Homes Domi-
ciliary Care Flexibility Act would re-
quire VA to implement a waiver au-
thority, allowing the VA to grant
domiciliary care per diem payments for
veterans who meet at least half of the
VA’s current eligibility requirements
and if such a waiver would be in that
veterans’ best interest. This will pro-
vide the flexibility to ensure this vul-
nerable group of veterans do not fall
through the cracks and that VA can
help address the growing needs for as-
sistance for these patients.

Mr. President, this legislation has
the support of Melissa Jackson, the
president of the National Association
of State Veterans Homes, as well as
Kelley Kash, CEO of Maine Veterans’
Homes, and I urge all of my colleagues
to join me in honoring and supporting
some of our Nation’s most vulnerable
veterans by supporting its passage.

——

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 667—CALL-
ING FOR THE IMMEDIATE RE-
LEASE OF TREVOR REED, A
UNITED STATES CITIZEN WHO
WAS UNJUSTLY SENTENCED TO 9
YEARS IN A RUSSIAN PRISON

Mr. CORNYN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 667

Whereas United States citizen Trevor Reed
is a resident of Granbury, Texas, and a
United States Marine Corps veteran;

Whereas Trevor Reed traveled to Moscow
to visit his girlfriend on May 16, 2019;

Whereas Moscow’s Police Service detained
Trevor Reed on August 16, 2019;

Whereas Trevor Reed was accused of grab-
bing the arm of the police officer driving the
vehicle and elbowing another officer while en
route to the police station, causing the vehi-
cle to swerve and therefore endangering the
lives of the police officers;

Whereas Trevor Reed was not given a med-
ical evaluation until 10 days following his ar-
rest;

Whereas Trevor Reed’s defense team pre-
sented video evidence to the courts that dis-
proves the police officers’ statements of sup-
posed endangerment and wrongdoing;

Whereas Trevor Reed’s defense team was
denied access to additional video evidence
from the police vehicle and police station
that had the potential to prove his inno-
cence;

Whereas the police officers claimed emo-
tional and physical damages, but did not sus-
tain any visible injury, or claim any time
missed from work;

Whereas the Constitutional Supreme Court
of the Russian Federation and the Second
Court of Cassation of General Jurisdiction
concurred that Russian procedural law was
violated in the way that Trevor Reed’s bail
was revoked;
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Whereas the United States Embassy in
Moscow has filed complaints with the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry regarding denial of
communications with Trevor Reed;

Whereas during the trial, the defense coun-
sel presented 59 minutes of traffic camera
video that showed the police car—

(1) did not change direction or leave its
lane;

(2) did not swerve; and

(3) did not stop or slow down;

Whereas on July 30, 2020, Golovinsky Dis-
trict Court Judge Arnout read a verdict that
dismissed all defense evidence, witnesses,
and government experts and included infor-
mation from the investigator’s case files
that were not discussed or read into the
court files;

Whereas the judge sentenced Trevor Reed
to 9 years in a prison camp even though no
person had previously been sentenced to
more than 8 years in prison for a level II
crime;

Whereas the judge also ordered Trevor
Reed to pay 100,000 rubles to each police offi-
cer for moral and physical injuries;

Whereas Trevor Reed had already been de-
tained in Russia for 1 year at the time of the
judge’s verdict;

Whereas, the United States Ambassador to
Russia, John Sullivan, upon Trevor’s sen-
tencing, stated that the prosecution’s case
and the evidence presented against Mr. Reed
were ‘‘so preposterous that they provoked
laughter in the courtroom’, the conviction
and sentence were ‘‘ridiculous’’, and ‘‘justice
was not even considered’.

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for Trevor Reed, Paul
Whelan, and all prisoners unjustly impris-
oned in the Russian Federation;

(2) condemns the practice of politically
motivated imprisonment in the Russian Fed-
eration, which violates the commitments of
the Russian Federation to international obli-
gations with respect to human rights and the
rule of law;

(3) urges the United States Government, in
all its interactions with the Government of
the Russian Federation, to raise the case of
Trevor Reed and to press for his release;

(4) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to immediately release Trevor
Reed and all other prisoners arrested for po-
litical motivations;

(5) urges the Government of the Russian
Federation to provide unrestricted consular
access to Trevor Reed while he remains in
detention;

(6) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation—

(A) to provide Trevor Reed any necessary
medical treatment and personal protective
equipment;

(B) to notify the United States Ambas-
sador to Russia of any medical problems or
complaints that arise during his detention;
and

(C) to provide the United States Embassy
in Moscow with full access to all of Trevor
Reed’s medical records;

(7) urges the Government of the Russian
Federation to respect Trevor Reed’s univer-
sally recognized human rights; and

(8) expresses support to the family of
Trevor Reed and commitment to bringing
Trevor Reed home.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2568. Ms. MCSALLY (for herself, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. COT-
TON, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mr. TILLIS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2499 proposed by Mr.

S4945

MCCONNELL to the bill S. 178, to condemn
gross human rights violations of ethnic
Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang, and calling for
an end to arbitrary detention, torture, and
harassment of these communities inside and
outside China; which was ordered to lie on

the table.
SA 2569. Mr. TOOMEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to

amendment SA 2499 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill S. 178, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2570. Mr. TOOMEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 2571. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2499 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill S. 178, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2572. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2499 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the
bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2573. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2499 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill S. 178, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2574. Mr. CRAMER (for himself, Mr.

COTTON, Mr. PERDUE, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. MCSALLY, Ms.

MURKOWSKI, Mr. DAINES, Mrs. LOEFFLER, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. LANKFORD)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2499 proposed by Mr.
MCCONNELL to the bill S. 178, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2575. Mr. CRAMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2499 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill S. 178, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2576. Mr. CRAMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2499 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill S. 178, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2577. Mr. BARRASSO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2499 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill S. 178, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2578. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2499 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the
bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2579. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2499 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the
bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2580. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2581. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2499 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the
bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2582. Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. YOUNG, and Mr.
DAINES) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 2499 pro-
posed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill S. 178,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2583. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2499 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the
bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2584. Ms. ERNST (for herself and Mr.
YOUNG) submitted an amendment intended
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