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to take onto himself the violence vis-
ited upon millions of others in sus-
taining the brutality and the repres-
sion of racial segregation in our coun-
try. And by taking on and believing in
and living a philosophy, a theology, an
activist stance of nonviolence, John
brought alive the conscience of a na-
tion.

I will just say that in my own life,
John was someone who made me be-
lieve in the possibility of forgiveness,
of redemption, and of healing. If a man
who had suffered as he did at the hands
of so many bigots, so many acts of vio-
lence and disrespect, from the lunch
counter sit-ins, to the freedom riots, to
that march on Bloody Sunday; if that
man could be as hopeful, as kind, as
generous in spirit, and as forgiving as
he was to all who met him, holding on
with fierceness to his commitment to
justice and equality, yet openhearted
and openhanded to all he met; if that
man could have walked among us, then
I am one step closer to believing in the
possibility of forgiveness for us all.

I want to express my deepest condo-
lences to his son, John Miles Lewis,
and his family and to all who knew and
loved and served with him. It is my
hope that his legacy will be a blessing,
a challenge, and an inspiration for
every American.

There is now on the floor of this Sen-
ate the Voting Rights Advancement
Act, renamed for John Lewis. On the
50th anniversary of the march across
the Edmund Pettus Bridge, I carried a
copy of that exact bill of that Con-
gress, named the ‘‘John Lewis Voting
Rights Restoration Act,” and asked a
number of my colleagues if they would
join in cosponsoring it. One Republican
did—a Senator from Alaska—and many
Democrats. What matters is not the
party but the purpose.

I will close by saying that we should
never give up on John’s pursuit of a
more fair and equal America.

Mr. President, I was going to proceed
to make remarks on another indi-
vidual, but I will gladly yield to the
majority leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I thank my friend,
the Senator from Delaware.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII,
the Senate vote on the motions to in-
voke cloture on the Joseph and Wade
nominations at 11:30 a.m. tomorrow in
the order listed; further, that if cloture
is invoked on the nominations, the
postcloture time expire at 2:30 p.m. to-
morrow and the Senate vote on con-
firmation of the nominations in that
order. I further ask unanimous consent
that, if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; and finally, that the cloture mo-
tions with respect to the Kaplan and
McFerran nominations ripen following
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the disposition of the Wade nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. I move to proceed
to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 770.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Derek Kan, of
California, to be Deputy Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCCONNELL. I send a cloture
motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Derek Kan, of California, to be
Deputy Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Joni
Ernst, John Cornyn, Lindsey Graham,
John Boozman, Lamar Alexander,
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Marsha Blackburn,
Richard Burr, Mike Crapo, Pat Rob-
erts, James E. Risch, Shelley Moore
Capito, Michael B. Enzi, Mitt Romney,
John Barrasso.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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TRIBUTE TO JACK AND DIANA
BERGER

e Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today I am
pleased to recognize Jack and Diana
Berger, who are being inducted into the
Wyoming Agriculture Hall of Fame.
Every year since 1992, Wyoming has
recognized individuals who have made
substantial contributions to agri-
culture in our great State. I am proud
to say that Jack and Diana Berger
more than meet these qualifications
and are well deserving of this honor.

Natives of Saratoga, WY, Jack and
Diana Berger remain committed to
Wyoming’s agriculture industry and
the Saratoga community. Jack is cur-
rently serving as president of the Wyo-
ming Natural Resource Foundation,
which is dedicated to conserving Wyo-
ming’s natural resources, heritage, and
culture. He has been instrumental in
providing the mnecessary support to
fund a variety of water quality initia-
tives and rangeland and wildlife habi-
tat improvement projects. Jack is also
the past president of the Carbon Coun-
ty Stock Growers. Diana was elected to
serve on Carbon County School Dis-
trict No. 2 for two terms. In 2018, she
was appointed by then-Wyoming Gov-
ernor Matt Mead to serve on the Wyo-
ming State Fair Advisory Board and
elected to serve as chair in 2019. As a
member of the Wyoming Stock Grow-
ers Environmental Stewardship Com-
mittee, Diana played an intricate role
in selecting members of the Wyoming
agricultural community who exhibit
outstanding stewardship ethics. These
are just a few of the organizations Jack
and Diana have dedicated their time
to.

Perhaps more inspirational than
their achievements, however, is the
Bergers’ commitment to the Saratoga
community. Jack and Diana have a
passion for the agriculture industry
and their fellow producers, and want to
see these people succeed right along-
side them. They genuinely enjoy ranch-
ing and making a living off of the land.
The Bergers also firmly believe, like
myself, that the most effective policy
decisions are made at the State and
local level, especially when concerning
critical industries like agriculture.
Like most folks in the great State of
Wyoming, the Bergers know that hard
work, proper stewardship of the land,
and a commitment to your neighbor go
a long way in ensuring a strong agri-

culture industry and happy and
healthy communities.
Fortunately for Wyoming, the

Bergers also truly understand the im-
portance of passing their knowledge on
to the next generation of Wyomingites.
They continue to share their passion
for agriculture with their children
Jace, Aubrey, Kyle, and Kirby. Jack
and Diana remain active in the Carbon
County Fair with 4-H and FFA. It is
truly inspiring to see Wyomingites who
understand the importance of passing
their knowledge on to those who come
next, so they too can have a positive
impact on Wyoming’s agriculture in-
dustry like Jack and Diana have.
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The Bergers’ values, dedication, and
work ethic exemplify the Wyoming
way of life. I want to extend my con-
gratulations to them and thank them
for their service and years of hard
work. Jack and Diana Berger truly live
the Cowboy way of life, and I am proud
to have the opportunity to recognize
their achievements as inductees into
the Wyoming Agriculture Hall of
Fame. Wyoming is well served by their
lasting and continuing contributions to
our great State.®

——

TRIBUTE TO BRAD BONER

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, at
the 108th Wyoming State Fair, Senator
ENzI and I will have the pleasure of in-
troducing Brad Boner as one of the 2020
inductees of the Wyoming Agriculture
Hall of Fame. He is a man of honesty,
hard work, and strong leadership. I am
proud to say Mr. Boner exemplifies the
ideals of the Wyoming way of life
through his immense contributions to
Wyoming agriculture.

Mr. Boner has demonstrated his deep-
rooted commitment to the Wyoming
community and, above all, his family.
He is supported by his wife Laurie and
three children, Braden, Meghan, and
Ryan. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Wyoming with an ag busi-
ness degree, Brad returned to
Glenrock, WY, where he still ranches
at the M Diamond Angus Ranch along-
side his two brothers, Rob and Jeff, and
their father, Bob.

Mr. Boner’s involvement in agri-
culture goes far beyond production. In
fact, his dedication and passion for the
industry are evident through his active
involvement in both cattle and sheep
industries on local, State, and national
levels. Brad is the current American
Sheep Industry Association secretary
and treasurer, as well as president of
both the Wyoming Wool Growers and
Wyoming Angus Association. Brad has
served in various capacities whenever
he has been called upon, often sacri-
ficing valuable time on his home
ranch. Brad serves as the supervisor of
the Converse County Conservation Dis-
trict, Wyoming Animal Damage Con-
trol Board, and American Sheep Indus-
try “Let it Grow” committee. Brad’s
dedication to the State and the indus-
try has not gone unnoticed. In 2014, he
was recognized as a University of Wyo-
ming College of Agriculture ‘‘Out-
standing Alumni.”

In addition to serving in many capac-
ities to the benefit of Wyoming’s sheep
ranching community, Brad steps up
and serves as an articulate spokesman
on moving the sheep industry forward.
One of the most noteworthy accom-
plishments is Brad’s active role in
forming the Mountain States Lamb Co-
operative, including serving as MSLC’s
first chairman and current chairman.

Mr. Boner is not only a leader in Wy-
oming’s strong agriculture community,
but a wonderful mentor to the youth
across our State. He believes sharing
his love for agriculture with students
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is the best way to ensure the continu-
ation of this great industry for genera-
tions to come. I would agree. I think
that the greatest accomplishment is
the mentorship that we can provide to
the young folks of this country, and
this is exactly what Mr. Boner con-
tinues to do. Through the Future Cat-
tle Producers of Wyoming program, he
donates a heifer to a student applicant
that wants to learn about the industry.
This program assists students in be-
coming involved in cattle production
and helps them establish their own
herds.

In addition to assisting many stu-
dents on the agriculture front, for
more than 30 years, Brad has dedicated
his time to his community by ref-
ereeing basketball games from middle
school to intermural college games. He
also helped coach the boys and girls
traveling teams to support his chil-
dren. As Peter Camino, former presi-
dent of the Wyoming Wool Growers As-
sociation, observed, ‘‘He has worked
diligently to solidify a future not only
for himself, but the future of genera-
tions to follow.”

Brad’s humble character and dedica-
tion to agriculture have truly made an
impact and helped grow our agriculture
community. I think I speak for many
when I say I am truly grateful for his
leadership, contributions, and caring
demeanor that has so graciously
blessed our State in many ways.

With Brad Boner’s constant diligence
to improve and impact his community,
it is with my great honor to induct him
into the Wyoming Agriculture Hall of
Fame. He represents every positive at-
tribute of a leader in Wyoming agri-
culture and the Code of the West. He
has represented Wyoming’s interests
with dedication and honor. It is be-
cause of people like him that the agri-
cultural community in Wyoming has a
bright and productive future. My wife
Bobbi joins me in congratulating the
outstanding individual, Brad Boner,
who is a 2020 inductee into the Wyo-
ming Agriculture Hall of Fame.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DR. NATE SMITH

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Dr. Nate Smith,
whose expert medical guidance and
strong leadership will be deeply missed
following his departure from the Ar-
kansas Department of Health.

Dr. Smith launched his career with
the Arkansas Department of Health in
2009. His extensive medical background
and dedication to the department’s
mission allowed him quick advance-
ment through the agency ranks. He ini-
tially served as State epidemiologist
and subsequently served as branch
chief for infectious diseases and deputy
director for Public Health Programs.
However, Dr. Smith’s more recent and
notable appointments to director and
State health officer in 2013 and sec-
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retary of health in 2019 presented him
with even greater responsibility in
maintaining and protecting public
health in the State of Arkansas. As a
member of Governor Asa Hutchinson’s
cabinet, Dr. Smith crafted and imple-
mented the State’s response to the
COVID-19 emergency. He has worked
diligently alongside the Governor’s
team to provide medical and scientific
reasoning for pandemic-related deci-
sions. Dr. Smith’s commitment to the
health and well-being of Arkansans has
always been evident. We are especially
grateful for that commitment as he
navigated unprecedented times on be-
half of our State.

Dr. Smith’s distinguished career with
the Arkansas Department of Health
comes after years of education and
preparation, including over a decade of
comprehensive medical schooling, four
degrees, and two board certifications.
After graduating from Rice University
in 1986, Dr. Smith claimed home to
Texas and its classrooms for the next
10 years. By 1991, Dr. Smith had earned
two more degrees: a doctor of medicine
from Baylor College of Medicine and a
master of arts from Dallas Theological
Seminary. In 1996, Dr. Smith earned a
master of public health from the Uni-
versity of Texas School of Public
Health, focusing on disease control. He
completed two infectious disease fel-
lowships at Baylor College of Medicine
before pursuing a degree in tropical
medicine and hygiene from the Liver-
pool School of Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene in England.

What emerged as an area of interest
for Dr. Smith in medical school led to
an expansive, acclaimed career in in-
fectious disease medicine. After years
of education and training, Dr. Smith
took his knowledge to Africa at the
height of the AIDS epidemic. While si-
multaneously serving as a medical mis-
sionary with his wife, Dr. Smith
worked at Kijabe Hospital in Kenya in
the roles as chief of internal medicine,
medical intern program director, and
infectious disease consultant. He found
himself back in Kenya in 2006 under the
direction of the University of Maryland
School of Medicine, this time working
with the Kenya Institute of Human Vi-
rology as a senior medical technical
adviser and country medical director.

His expertise in infectious disease is
well-respected and has led to his par-
ticipation and leadership in several
medical advisory groups. Dr. Smith
served as chairman of the infection
control committee for the Arkansas
Department of Health, chairman of the
Arkansas AIDS Drug Assistance Pro-
gram Formulary Advisory Committee,
and chairman of the Infectious Disease
Policy Committee for the Association
of State and Territorial Health Offi-
cials, ASTHO. He sat on the National
Vaccine Advisory Committee for the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services for several years before an ap-
pointment to the CDC Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunization Practices.
Further, Dr. Smith has published more
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