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country and lived up to your motto,
“Only The Best Come North.” Every
day, you go to work carrying the
weight of the world on your shoulders,
willing to pay the ultimate sacrifice to
protect our freedoms and keep us safe.
Thank you for all you do to make
America great.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING TECHNICAL
SERGEANT RALPH H. RAY

o Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I rise to
recognize Technical Sergeant Ralph H.
Ray, who was a dedicated West Vir-
ginia serviceman in our U.S. Army Air
Corps during World War II. T SGT
Ralph H. Ray is being honored by the
renaming of a bridge on U.S. Route 60
that spans the Greenbrier River in his
native Greenbrier County, WV.

T SGT Ralph H. Ray graduated from
Frankford High School at the age of 17
in 1940. He left his home in West Vir-
ginia to complete his enlisted physical
for the U.S. Army Corps on January 7,
1943, and subsequently earned the rank
of technical sergeant. He earned his
airplane mechanic diploma at the Ford
Factory in Michigan the spring of 1943
and then completed gunnery school in
Laredo, TX.

During his service, T SGT Ralph H.
Ray was assigned to a top-notch flight
crew with whom he trained for 3
months. He and his crew traveled to
Trinidad, Brazil, Africa, Morocco, and
Wales before reaching the Tibenham
Base in East England. While serving as
a flight engineer during World War II,
he and his crew flew 30 successful mis-
sions before returning to the United
States and spending the last 10 months
of his enlistment at the Air Transport
Corps in Miami, FL. This dedicated and
diverse military service is certainly
worthy of admiration.

After his release from the U.S. Army
Air Corps, T SGT Ralph H. Ray worked
as an airplane mechanic for Bollinger
Airport in Davis Creek, WV, and while
there, he earned his civilian pilot’s li-
cense. T SGT Ralph H. Ray began
working as a chemical technician for
Westvaco in South Charleston, WV, in
1948. He married his wife Mary Mad-
eline Hudson on April 16, 1948, and es-
tablished a beautiful and loving family
with four daughters: Valerie Ann
Lyons, Angela Sue Ray, Verna Ray-
Breaux, and Anita Ray-Kirk.

T SGT Ralph H. Ray retired in 1984
and passed away on August 8, 2019. It is
fitting that an enduring monument
will be established to commemorate
Technical Sergeant Ray and his con-
tributions to our State and our coun-
try. As resolved by legislature of West
Virginia, the locally known Caldwell
Bridge, will henceforth be named the
“U.S. Army Air Corps T SGT Ralph H.
Ray Memorial Bridge.”” I hope it pro-
vokes thought and appreciation for all
of our military heroes and may the
bridge be an enduring reminder of the
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life of dedicated serviceman, husband,
father, and lifelong West Virginian.e

————

TRIBUTE TO JEANNINE ABADIE

eMr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Jeannine Abadie, the Walton
County Teacher of the Year at Emerald
Coast Middle School in Santa Rosa
Beach, FL.

Jeannine is always working to help
her students better understand mathe-
matics and to improve her classroom
to better suite their needs. She re-
cently created a video app that pro-
vides tutorials for students. She spe-
cializes in curriculum design and as-
sessment analysis for her math classes.

Jeannine also mentors her colleagues
in lesson planning and student achieve-
ment. She provides support and profes-
sional development for her colleagues
to ensure their students are well
equipped for high school and their fu-
ture educational careers.

Jeannine is a math instructor at Em-
erald Coast Middle School and has
taught there for 7 years. Previously,
Jeannine taught algebra at Northwest
Florida State College. She received her
master’s degree from the University of
West Florida in mathematics and sta-
tistics and will soon graduate with her
second master’s degree in instructional
design and technology.

I convey my best wishes to Jeannine
for her outstanding work as an educa-
tor. I look forward to hearing of her
continued success in the years ahead.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO FAITH BENCH

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
honor Faith Bench, the Manatee Coun-
ty Teacher of the Year at Braden River
Middle School in Bradenton, FL.

Faith has a special bond with her
students who struggle with math. That
is because she struggled with the sub-
ject when she was in school. She under-
stands those who hate the subject at
the beginning of the year and finds it
deeply fulfilling to help grow each stu-
dent’s problem-solving skills by the
time they leave her class with greater
confidence and appreciation for the
subject.

Faith’s colleagues note that she
works hard to make learning fun and
engaging for her students each year.
She is committed to tailoring her les-
son plans to suit the individual needs
of every student. In turn, Faith is in-
spired by her colleagues and believes
that their work together is the key to
an educator’s best work.

Faith teaches mathematics to sev-
enth grade students at Braden River
Middle School. Teaching is her passion,
and she wants to help her students ac-
complish their dreams.

I thank Faith for the good work she
has done for her students over the
yvears. I look forward to learning of her
continued good work in the coming
years.e

July 22, 2020

TRIBUTE TO KATHY HAMILTON-
BROWN

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Kathy Hamilton-Brown, the
Brevard County Teacher of the Year at
Endeavor Elementary School in Cocoa,
FL.

Kathy credits her success to her fel-
low teachers in Brevard County. She
notes that her school is like her fam-
ily: a home away from home. To
Kathy, teaching is more than just a
job. She believes her students are our
Nation’s future leaders, and she is com-
mitted to making a difference in each
of their lives.

Kathy’s life experiences influenced
her to become a teacher and care for
her students. She feels indebted to the
support system of family and friends
who guided her at a young age. She
hopes to inspire her students to do
something great with their lives after
they leave her classroom.

Colleagues note that Kathy is a
fierce advocate for students, working
to ensure they succeed both socially
and academically. Due in large part to
her innovative efforts, Kathy’s school
saw a 6l-percent reduction in discipli-
nary referrals, as well as an increase in
overall student attendance.

Kathy is a prekindergarten through
sixth grade teacher at Endeavor Ele-
mentary School. She has been with
Brevard Public Schools for 21 years.
Outside of the classroom, she serves on
the community partnership school op-
erations team and works with Endeav-
or’s business partners throughout the
community.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and gratitude to Kathy for her
commitment to the education of her
students. I look forward to hearing of
her continued good work in the coming
years.e

———

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM FURIOSI

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
am pleased to honor William Furiosi,
the Seminole County Teacher of the
Year at Oviedo High School in Oviedo,
FL.

William has taught AP Dbiology,
chemistry, and experimental research
at Oviedo High School for the past 17
years. William aims to create a posi-
tive environment for students to think
critically while studying science. He
enjoys breaking down complex sci-
entific theories to help them better un-
derstand the component ideas behind
what they are learning.

At the Seminole County Science Fair
this year, 12 of his student’s science
projects placed, with six first places,
four second places, and two third
places. His students say they benefit
from his teaching style, finding it re-
latable and exciting during their class-
es.

I thank William for the good work he
has done for his students over the
years. I wish him all the best and look
forward to learning of his continued
success in the coming years.e
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TRIBUTE TO JAE GLASS

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Jae Glass, the Gulf County
Teacher of the Year at Port St. Joe
High School in Port St. Joe, FL.

Jae teaches seventh grade English
language arts and a ninth grade inten-
sive reading class at her alma mater,
Port St. Joe High School, where she
has taught for 8 years.

Jae dedicates her time to being a
positive role model for her students by
engaging with them each day in her
classroom. Throughout the school
year, her students participate in more
than traditional learning lectures. An
example of an alternative activity in-
cludes her ‘“‘book tasting day,” which
allows students to snack at picnic ta-
bles while sampling from an array of
books.

Jae believes it is important to make
English relatable and fun to her stu-
dents. She encourages them to use
reading and writing as a creative
means of expression. She also works to
help students that do mnot speak
English as a first language by securing
additional materials for her school.

I convey my sincere gratitude to Jae
for her devotion to helping her stu-
dents succeed in their future endeav-
ors. I look forward to hearing of her
continued success.®

————

TRIBUTE TO EVAN GOULD

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
honor Evan Gould, the Clay County
Teacher of the Year from Lake Asbury
Junior High School in Green Cove
Springs, FL.

Evan felt honored and humbled to
represent Clay County as he considers
himself just one of the many high-qual-
ity educators teaching in the region.
He relishes opportunities for his stu-
dents to participate at district and
State competitions as he takes great
pride in their superior and award-win-
ning performances. His music and
drama programs are highly regarded in
Florida and generate great interest
throughout the county.

Evan has been a teacher for 30 years,
with 22 years in Clay County. Outside
of the classroom, Evan dedicates his
time and talents to giving back to his
community. He cofounded the Clay All-
County Elementary Chorus, as well as
The 5 & Dime Theatre Company. Evan
also serves as the chair of District 1
Junior Thespians, which hosts an an-
nual festival that brings in more than
500 drama students from across the re-
gion.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Evan for his many years work-
ing as a teacher and helping countless
students fulfill their drama and musi-
cal ambitions. I look forward to learn-
ing of his continued success in the
coming years.e

——

TRIBUTE TO JOLI HARTZOG

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
honor Joli Hartzog, the Washington
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County Teacher of the Year at Florida
Panhandle Technical College in
Chipley, FL.

Joli has been a teacher for more than
26 years. She is the adult education di-
rector and instructor for the Florida
Panhandle Technical College and offers
instruction for several programs at the
school. Joli teaches all levels of stu-
dents, including those seeking high
school equivalency, professional test-
ing preparation, personal enrichment,
or other specialized certification.

Enrollment at Florida Panhandle
Technical College remains open
throughout the year so the environ-
ment and format of Joli’s class is ever-
changing. She works with students
ranging from 16 to 66 years old who are
working towards their GED, and she is
able to modify her teaching style to
match the composition of the current
class. She is willing to meet with her
students anytime, whether when they
arrive in her classroom, after class, or
by appointment.

Joli finds the best part of teaching to
be the family she has found at the
school. She enjoys working with her
fellow instructors and faculty and says
they all work as a team. Joli considers
this family to extend to her students
and loves that she is able to help them
achieve their life dreams.

I offer my sincere gratitude to Joli
for her dedication to her students and
extend my best wishes on her contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO KERI HEMRICK

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Keri Hemrick, the Collier
County Teacher of the Year at Gulf
Coast High School in Naples, FL.

Keri believes motivating her students
to impact their community is one of
the most important commitments she
makes as a teacher. She aims to lead
each student, whether they have a dis-
ability or a gift, towards increasing
their achievements in school. She
works to ensure their success upon
leaving her classroom.

Keri’s students were excited to learn
that she had received this award. They
were proud to see her recognized for
representing the family-like environ-
ment she cultivated in their classroom.
Many students have credited her for
helping them to understand the new
subjects throughout the school year.

Keri is an exceptional education co-
teacher, case manager, and chair of the
exceptional student education depart-
ment at Gulf Coast High School. She
dedicates her life to making a dif-
ference by engaging her students with
special instruction and services.

I extend my best wishes to Keri for
her dedication to her students and her
community and congratulate her on
this award.e

——
TRIBUTE TO EUAN HUNTER

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
honor Euan Hunter, the Marion County
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Teacher of the Year at Vanguard High
School in Ocala, FL.

Euan believes that learning is a life-
long endeavor not only for his stu-
dents, but also for himself. He enjoys
working with other teachers in the
school district and works to utilize the
teaching experience to make the learn-
ing of chemistry as real, enjoyable, and
successful as he can for his students.

Euan believes he is fortunate to have
taught chemistry to students of dif-
ferent age groups under a variety of
curricula in England, Scotland, New
York City, and now in Ocala. He looks
forward to bringing chemistry to life so
students can enjoy the learning proc-
ess.

Euan currently teaches chemistry at
Vanguard High School and has taught
students around the world for 16 years.
He received his degree in chemistry
from the University of Edinburgh and
studied to be a chemistry teacher at a
university in England. Euan taught
chemistry and general science in Eng-
land and Scotland for 10 years and was
an adviser to the Scottish Government
on chemistry curriculum and assess-
ment qualifications for students. After
marrying his wife, they moved to New
York City, where he taught at a middle
school, before moving to Ocala.

I am grateful for Euan’s hard work in
educating students and enabling them
to succeed. I wish all the best to him
and look forward to learning of his con-
tinued good work in the coming years.e

————————

TRIBUTE TO WHITNEY JONES

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
am pleased to recognize Whitney
Jones, the Nassau County Teacher of
the Year from Wildlight Elementary
School in Yulee, FL.

Whitney became a teacher to make a
difference in the lives of students by
helping them to develop a passion for
learning. Her teaching philosophy is
that students will work hard when they
are shown love and respect. She finds it
humbling to watch her students grow
and successfully learn new class sub-
jects throughout the school year.

Whitney considers her role in her
students’ lives to be one that offers en-
couragement, guidance, and compas-
sion. She works with her colleagues to
implement new teaching strategies and
plans standards-based lessons to ensure
students are prepared for the third
grade when they leave her classroom.

Whitney began her teaching career at
Yulee Primary School, teaching there
for 5 years before becoming a second
grade teacher at Wildlight Elementary
School, where she has taught for the
past 2 years as a team leader and grade
level chair. She is also on her school’s
action plan team, which works to cre-
ate plans to help the lowest quartile
students improve in school.

I extend my best wishes to Whitney
for her good work as a teacher and look
forward to hearing of her continued
good work in the years to come.®
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