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military. Following World War II, 
White Sands was where German sci-
entist Werner Von Braun conceived, de-
veloped, and tested the long-range V–2 
rockets, initiating America’s space 
program. Since then, White Sands has 
continued to support essential defense 
and space exploration programs for the 
Department of Defense and the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, alongside other important sci-
entific research. 

Today’s WSMR, which spans 3,200 
square miles of the Tularosa Basin, is 
the Department of Defense’s largest, 
fully-instrumented test range. It pro-
vides our Armed Forces, our allies, and 
defense technology partners with 
unrivaled terrain for research, testing, 
evaluation, experimentation, and 
training that ensures our defense readi-
ness. WSMR executes an average of 
5,000 tests each year. These tests, in 
emerging technologies such as swarm-
ing autonomous and unmanned sys-
tems, joint integrated air and missile 
defense, nuclear weapons effects, and 
space based capabilities, will keep 
WSMR at the forefront of our national 
defense for years to come. 

As part of the Army Test and Evalua-
tion Command, WSMR is the Army 
Center of Excellence for Air and Mis-
sile Defense Test Bed and Precision 
Fires Rockets and Missiles. White 
Sands supports key capabilities in the 
National Defense Strategy and mod-
ernization priorities, including di-
rected energy systems such as laser 
and high-powered microwave systems, 
kinetics, electromagnetic pulse, 
hypersonic and long-range precision 
fires, U.S. Space Program test support, 
nuclear weapons effects, and autono-
mous systems. 

While it is a U.S. Army installation 
stewarded by the Army, WSMR is char-
tered as a tri-service installation, 
home to elements of the U.S. Army, 
U.S. Navy, and U.S. Air Force. Other 
organizations conducting operations at 
WSMR include NASA, National Recon-
naissance Office, Defense Threat Re-
duction Agency, the Research and 
Analysis Center, Center for Counter-
measures, and Combat Capabilities De-
velopment Command (Data and Anal-
ysis Center and Army Research Lab-
oratory). 

WSMR also hosts the Bataan Memo-
rial Death March each year, a large 
and growing event that recognizes the 
heroism and sacrifice of the New Mexi-
cans and others who endured and in 
many cases lost their lives to the hor-
rors of World War II’s Bataan Death 
March. I have had the distinct honor of 
joining this incredible event on a few 
occasions and treasure the valuable 
lessons it imparts on everyone who 
participates. 

I want to extend my sincere apprecia-
tion and congratulations to everyone 
who works hard every single day at 
WSMR to keep all of us safe. President 
John F. Kennedy stated it best, when 
he stood before your predecessors at 
WSMR during a visit on June 5, 1963. 

President Kennedy said: ‘‘What you do 
here far and away from Washington, 
far away from our great capitals, far 
away from so many countries which de-
pend upon us, what you do here, what 
progress you make, what dedication 
you demonstrate makes a significant 
difference to the security of our coun-
try and those who depend upon us.’’ 

I could not agree more. I wish every-
one at WSMR a happy 75th anniversary 
and will continue to support WSMR’s 
critical work in defense of our great 
Nation. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT J. HALSTEAD 
∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I rise today to recognize the career of 
Robert J. Halstead, or as most of us 
know him, Bob. To some, this name 
might sound familiar. He has appeared 
before Congress on a number of occa-
sions on behalf of the State of Nevada 
to provide expert witness testimony on 
nuclear waste storage and transpor-
tation. His name graces the archives at 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
and the Department of Energy, and he 
has been a fierce and dedicated partner 
in the fight against the Yucca Moun-
tain project. 

In 1988, the year after the ‘‘screw Ne-
vada bill’’ recklessly designated Yucca 
Mountain as the Nation’s sole high- 
level nuclear waste repository site, Bob 
brought his knowledge of Federal ra-
dioactive waste programs and activi-
ties to help arm Nevada in its fight 
against the broken and misguided proc-
esses that led to the Yucca Mountain 
designation. At the time, he may not 
have known how long of a fight he was 
signing up for, but Bob never looked 
back. 

He threw himself into helping Ne-
vada, learning every aspect of the com-
plicated and far-fetched license appli-
cation, analyzing the geography of the 
site, and leaving no stone unturned 
when reviewing proposed transpor-
tation routes that would ship one of 
the most dangerous materials known 
to man across the country to Nevada. 

For more than 30 years, he helped 
guide the State on nuclear transpor-
tation matters, poured over environ-
mental impact statements, submitted 
contentions to the Yucca Mountain ap-
plication, and represented the State in 
technical proceedings that involved the 
proposed repository. These are just a 
few of the things we have to thank him 
for. 

Since 2011, Bob served as the execu-
tive director of the Nevada Agency for 
Nuclear Projects, always making him-
self available to assist the Governor. 
Before coming to the Senate, I had the 
pleasure of working alongside Bob dur-
ing my time as the Nevada Attorney 
General. No matter the day or hour, 
Bob always made time to review mate-
rials and provide well-informed, robust 
responses not just to me, but to my 
staff. 

It was comforting knowing someone 
with his exceptional experience was at 
the helm, guiding the State on an issue 
that is so important to Nevadans and 
trying to right the wrongs of the Fed-
eral Government’s reckless mis-
management of nuclear waste. 

Just last year, when the State 
learned of secret weapons-grade pluto-
nium and mischaracterized waste ship-
ments having been received at the Ne-
vada National Security Site, Bob once 
again proved how instrumental he is to 
the State of Nevada. His institutional 
knowledge of Nevada’s nuclear history 
and depth of experience provided the 
State with an unmatched resource as it 
rose to challenge the shipments. 

Bob has been a vital contributor and 
colleague; and as he embarks on his 
well-deserved retirement, I want to 
share my deepest appreciation and 
gratitude for his decades-long commit-
ment to helping Nevadans as they have 
worked to bring fairness, reason, and 
science back to the repository site des-
ignation process. 

It is my understanding that Bob will 
be returning to his home in Wisconsin, 
where he will live with his wife, Mar-
garet. Bob is looking forward to having 
more time with his two grown children 
and finally having time for one of his 
favorite past times: fishing. 

As he casts a line in one of the many 
beautiful lakes Wisconsin has to offer, 
I hope he knows how much the State of 
Nevada and I appreciate the sacrifices 
he has made to protect the safety of 
Nevadans and the time he has dedi-
cated to one of our State’s greatest 
fights.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JESSICA COCHRAN 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the honor of recognizing 
Jessica Cochran of Blaine County for 
her entrepreneurship and creativity 
during these challenging times. 

The COVID–19 outbreak has impacted 
so many Montana small business own-
ers and local communities. During 
these challenging times, it is tougher 
than ever for new entrepreneurs to 
open up shop. 

Jessica, a sixth grade teacher at Har-
lem Elementary School, however took 
the initiative to start up her own ice 
cream truck business this summer to 
spread some cheer to her community 
during these hard times. 

Jessica started Bliss Ice Cream, after 
acquiring and renovating a 1985 Chevy 
Astro van. Jessica also secured all the 
necessary permits and licenses as an 
independent contractor and food ven-
dor for the summer. Owning an ice 
cream truck has been a dream of hers 
since a child. She has taken the initia-
tive to purchase all the necessary sup-
plies and decorations for the children 
of Harlem and the Fort Belknap area. 

It is my honor to recognize Jessica 
for taking the bold initiative to pursue 
her dream and bring some much needed 
joy to the children of her community. 
As a teacher and a new entrepreneur, 
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Jessica is a great role model for all of 
her students and the folks of Blaine 
County.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RAY PETERSEN 

∑ Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, I rise 
to congratulate Mr. Ray Petersen on a 
remarkable career of indispensable 
service to the great State of Utah. By 
virtue of Ray’s enduring commitment 
to overseeing proper land management 
practices, Emery County flourishes 
with beauty and opportunity. The resi-
dents of Emery County and the count-
less visitors who enjoy the region have 
Ray to thank for his 18 years as Emery 
County’s Public Lands Administrator 
and his lifetime of public service to 
rural Utah. 

Ray has dedicated his career to ad-
dressing critical rural issues. As a 
fourth-generation resident of Emery 
County, Ray understands well the chal-
lenges facing rural communities and 
the profound impact that Federal, 
State, and local policy decisions have 
on the livelihoods of so many. In his 
role as Emery County Public Lands Ad-
ministrator, Ray was consequential in 
assisting policymakers, from the coun-
ty commission to the Federal Govern-
ment, reconcile differences and find so-
lutions for the county’s land manage-
ment, whose expansive plans fall heav-
ily under State and Federal domain. 

Sustained opportunity and access to 
Emery County’s lands are paramount 
for its economic vitality, particularly 
to its agriculture, recreation and tour-
ism industries, and its local mining, 
gas, and oil development. Ray has 
helped these key local industries navi-
gate the challenges and opportunities 
of land management issues, to find 
compromise and success. 

A fitting final accomplishment to his 
career, Ray was instrumental in help-
ing Utah’s congressional delegation se-
cure a victory for Emery County and 
the State’s public lands as the Emery 
County Public Lands Management Act 
was signed into law. This legislation 
marked the culmination of years of 
collaboration and cooperation with 
local partners and officials, ensuring 
ongoing uses will be enjoyed in Emery 
County without fear of a potential na-
tional monument designation from DC 
and consolidation of Utah trust lands 
that will generate millions in revenue 
for our school kids. It also included 
long-sought local land transfers to 
meet city government needs while ex-
panding Goblin Valley State Park, a 
truly unique place that will now be 
better managed for future generations. 

Ray Petersen has championed rural 
lands issues of extraordinary signifi-
cance to Utah throughout his esteemed 
career. Our great State owes him a 
debt of gratitude for three decades of 
selfless public service. 

Thank you, Ray. 

VERMONT STATE OF THE UNION 
ESSAY CONTEST FINALISTS 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
to have printed in the RECORD some of 
the finalist essays written by Vermont 
High School students as part of the 
10th annual ‘‘State of the Union’’ essay 
contest conducted by my office. 

The material follows: 
ETHAN MELLO, WOODSTOCK UNION HIGH 

SCHOOL, JUNIOR 
I believe that the most pressing issue fac-

ing our country today is the issue of afford-
able healthcare. This issue is unique to the 
United States among developed nations, but 
for years we have refused to take action. Not 
only could switching to a universal 
healthcare system lower costs, but could 
also ensure that, like the rest of the coun-
tries in the modernized world, the US insures 
all of its citizens as a human right. 

A universal healthcare system is a system 
where all of the inhabitants of a country are 
guaranteed healthcare at no cost. The gov-
ernment pays for all medical bills, and the 
system makes sure that even the poor can be 
helped when they get sick. Government pay-
ing for healthcare means higher taxes, but 
no deductible costs. This system is a staple 
in most European countries, as well as in 
Canada. The US is one of the only major 
countries to not yet adopt this system. In 
fact, out of the 33 developed countries recog-
nized by The Balance financial website, 32 
have universal healthcare. The UN has ac-
cepted universal healthcare as the best 
choice for countries, and has a goal of world-
wide universal healthcare coverage by 2030. 
If the US keeps its current healthcare sys-
tem, they are unlikely to meet this goal. 

In our country the healthcare system is 
structured so that private companies provide 
insurance. However, his insurance often 
doesn’t encompass drug prices or certain 
other costs, and is not affordable by the 
poor. The US has a Medicaid system for some 
low income citizens, but this program does 
not apply to everyone who is unable to con-
sistently pay for healthcare this has led to 
over 30 million Americans choosing not to 
purchase healthcare, a dangerous choice if 
they get sick or need emergency operations. 
Our system also allows insurance companies 
to jack up prices to make profit, and allows 
prescription drug companies to charge out-
rageous amounts for cheap pills. The US had 
the highest insurance costs relative to GDP 
in the world. This cost has not made our life 
expectancy better either, as in that respect 
we are still worse off than we should be as 
the most powerful country in the world. 

Universal healthcare has proven very effec-
tive when it has been used in other coun-
tries. Universal healthcare lowers healthcare 
costs, and eliminates administrative costs 
due to the fact that it is completely run by 
one entity, the government. In the United 
States this lower cost of healthcare could 
not only boost the economy, but also allow 
for more social mobility for the lower class, 
and less earnings for the billionaire drug 
company executives. 

Changing the healthcare system of the 
United States to universal healthcare will 
not be an easy task, but it is one that is nec-
essary for the good of our country as well as 
the people in it. In the next election, we need 
to ensure we elect politicians who not only 
support universal healthcare, but are willing 
to fight for it. 

SALAMA MBILIZI, WINOOSKI HIGH SCHOOL, 
SENIOR 

‘‘Why should we study for a future that is 
being taken away from us? We demand a safe 
future is that really too much to ask?’’ asks 

climate activist Greta Thunberg. This young 
Swedish environmentalist has gained inter-
national attention for her concerns about 
climate change. 

I am a girl from Africa who came to the 
U.S. as a refugee and I don’t want to become 
a ‘‘climate refugee,’’ like people in California 
who have lost homes due to fire. Climate 
change first created droughts in California, 
which lasted over a decade according to Cli-
mate Central. There is an 80 percent chance 
of a multi-decade-long drought by 2100. 

Human activities, such as burning fossil 
fuels, cause climate change. Exhaust gases 
from cars, uncontrolled factory releases, 
burning of low-quality coal for heating, even 
airplanes and ships create air pollution. We 
should reduce the use of oil and gas, and use 
alternative energy sources such as wind and 
solar power. 

The government should start investing 
more in public transportation, which can re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions because fewer 
people will have to drive and we can reduce 
air pollution. According to Energy News Net-
work, ‘‘Public transit produces significantly 
less air pollution per passenger mile than a 
standard car carrying a single driver. Buses 
emit 20% less carbon monoxide, 10% as much 
hydrocarbons, and 75% as much nitrogen ox-
ides per passenger mile than an automobile 
with a single occupant.’’ Smarter public 
transportation will increase ridership, cut 
the number of cars on the road, reduce traf-
fic, and lower greenhouse gas emissions. We 
could also recycle more plastics and stop 
cutting down forests. Unless we change our 
behaviors, global warming will continue and 
we will continue to experience weather ex-
tremes, forest fires, and massive pollution. 

When 195 nations met in 2015, they agreed 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as part 
of the landmark Paris Agreement. The 
United States later backed out of that agree-
ment but states and cities are still inter-
ested. I call on Congress to pass and support 
legislation to help our environment by hon-
oring the Paris Agreement! 

I have a personal interest because climate 
change affects my life as well as our planet. 
If we don’t change our behavior, we will suf-
fer and some of us will die. Already, animals 
are going extinct at an alarming rate, reduc-
ing the balance in our world and the quality 
of our life. 

Scientists say that if we don’t stop pollu-
tion and greenhouse gases, Earth will be here 
for only a few hundred years. But if we can 
reduce greenhouse gases, Earth can remain 
okay for a million more years. Think about 
what will happen to us, your children and 
grandchildren. I want to be here for as many 
years as I can, enjoying this world I live in. 

PATRICK MESKILL, ESSEX HIGH SCHOOL, 
JUNIOR 

VACCINES CAUSE ADULTS 
The law dictates a child as property until 

the age of 18. While this is usually for the 
good of the child, what does it mean for the 
fate of children with misinformed parents? 
Anti-vax is a deadly philosophy of being 
against vaccinations, a philosophy that gets 
children killed. While yes, children are pro-
tected from abuse and neglect under Child 
Protective Services, there is no law to pro-
tect them from their own parent’s ideas. 
Parent’s can avoid federally required vac-
cines under religious or superstitious reasons 
in 45 of the 50 states (NCSL). However, when 
the safety of the public is at stake, the anti- 
vax culture becomes a truly worldwide epi-
demic. 

The confusion comes from a defrocked 
former doctor, Andrew Wakefield, who first 
proposed the vaccine/autism connection 
(Ruth). The Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) did an inquiry in 2001 to address the 
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