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the Chinese Communist Party is acting 
aggressively. It has essentially invaded 
India and killed 20 Indian soldiers. In 
the South China Sea, it has attacked 
or otherwise threatened vessels from 
Vietnam, Malaysia, and the Philippines 
and has repeatedly and increasingly en-
croached on Taiwanese and Japanese 
airspace. 

But in Hong Kong, the security law 
proves most clearly that the Chinese 
Communist Party will not abide by its 
commitments, whether to its own peo-
ple or to foreign nations. Through ac-
tions this week, Beijing has effectively 
torn up the joint declaration it made 
with Britain to govern the peaceful 
handover of Hong Kong just as cyni-
cally as China has broken its commit-
ments to the United States, to the 
World Trade Organization, to the 
World Health Organization, and others. 

And, of course, this law exposes once 
again the hideous nature of com-
munism, which is so paranoid and inse-
cure it can’t tolerate even a tiny out-
post of freedom within its borders. No 
wonder. Freedom is an attractive, pre-
cious, and contagious thing. The way 
of life enjoyed by the citizens of Hong 
Kong could give the wrong ideas to the 
1 billion Chinese yearning for freedom 
elsewhere in the country. Nothing 
could be more threatening to the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s rule. 

Now the party has begun the take-
over that Hongkongers have long 
feared. Those of us with freedom to 
speak and act on their behalf must do 
so now, as one of the great citadels of 
Asia slips into the totalitarian dark-
ness. While dark days may lie ahead for 
Hong Kong, one day the future will re-
turn the sunny highlands of freedom to 
that small citadel. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
F–22 RAPTORS 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 
have come to the floor to talk about 
one of the favorite things I get to do all 
week, and that is to talk about some 
Alaskans who are making a difference. 
We call this our ‘‘Alaskan of the 
Week.’’ 

It means that I get to speak about 
my State, usually an individual, maybe 
a couple of people, but every now and 
then I like to mix things up and keep 
people on high alert because the people 
I am going to talk about in Alaska are 
the ultimate people—Americans—on 
high alert. As opposed to recognizing 
one or two, I am going to recognize a 
bunch of Alaskans, an impressive 
group, who work day and night, not 
only to keep Alaska safe but to keep 
America safe. They will be doing it this 
weekend, the Fourth of July—24/7, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year, always on 
high alert. 

As we are heading into the Fourth of 
July weekend, Russia is once again in 
the news, and we have been debating 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act on the Senate floor, a very critical 
bill that I am fully supportive of, 

which funds our military and pay 
raises for our troops. I thought it 
would be very appropriate to highlight 
the hundreds of men and women in my 
State who stand watch and patrol the 
northern skies of Alaska and America 
to protect our Nation. They are unsung 
heroes. You don’t hear a lot about 
them in the news, but we certainly ap-
preciate them. I think all Senators and 
all Americans do, which is why I want 
to talk about them today. 

They are our brave servicemembers 
who fly and maintain our F–22 
Raptors—this amazing stealth fighter; 
our E–3 Sentrys, which are also known 
as AWACS, which are like the quarter-
back in the sky of aircraft; our Alaska 
Guard KC–135 Stratotankers; our brave 
members of the Alaska Rescue Coordi-
nation Center, who operate HH–60 Pave 
Hawk helicopters and H–130 Hercules 
aircraft, should we need a search and 
rescue mission; and our Active-Duty 
members and guardsmen, who main-
tain, monitor, and track threats from 
other countries for our country, par-
ticularly threats coming from Russia. 
These brave men and women—hundreds 
of them—are keeping guard day and 
night over the northern skies of Amer-
ica. 

When the Russians fly their Bear 
bombers and fighter jets into or near 
American air space, these intrepid 
Americans are on duty to ensure that 
our F–22s are there to intercept and 
greet the Russian pilots and aircraft 
who threaten to move into our air de-
fense identification zone, or ADIZ, as 
we call it. They are there waiting and 
intercepting Russian bombers. These 
airmen keep us all safe. As I men-
tioned, they are all worthy of the great 
title Alaskans of the Week. 

Before I get into exactly what these 
men and women do to guard our Na-
tion—and they do it round the clock; 
they are doing it right now, by the 
way, and will be doing it the Fourth of 
July, by the way—I would like to talk 
a little about Russia and Alaska and 
our close geography. I want to give a 
little geography lesson. There are ac-
tual places in Alaska where you really 
can see Russia from your house. 

Russia and Alaska are divided by the 
Bering Strait, which is about 55 miles 
at its narrowest point. In the middle of 
the Bering Strait sit two islands, Big 
Diomede, which is actually Russian 
territory, and Little Diomede, which is 
part of Alaska, part of America. They 
are less than 21⁄2 miles apart from each 
other, nearly touching. In the words of 
a New York Times reporter, it is the 
place where ‘‘the two great continental 
powers reach across the map and all 
but touch, like the outstretched figures 
in Michelangelo’s ‘The Creation of 
Adam.’’’ It is a little dramatic, but you 
get the point—Little Diomede and Big 
Diomede. 

On a clear day, you can see Russia 
from St. Lawrence Island, which is also 
Alaskan, and even from our mainland, 
in Wales, AK. During the Cold War, the 
Alaska-Siberia frontier was called not 

the Iron Curtain but the ‘‘Ice Curtain,’’ 
which we needed to stay closed. 

Much preparation was put into keep-
ing Russia from invading or infil-
trating the United States from its 
northern flank—from the Arctic, from 
Alaska. In the early Cold War years, 
our government recruited and trained 
fishermen, bush pilots, trappers, and 
many, many in our patriotic Native 
Alaskan communities throughout the 
State to stand guard for America dur-
ing the Cold War. And so many Alas-
kans did this for decades. It was their 
patriotic duty guarding the northern 
flank of our great Nation. 

There were the great Eskimo scouts 
of the Alaska National Guard, who 
knew the land better than anyone else 
could. They were so patriotic with 
their love of this Nation. 

It is still unclear how many Russians 
were able to get to our lands, but sto-
ries do abound in Alaska about strang-
ers speaking Russian showing up in 
communities unannounced—five men 
emerging from the water in wet suits 
over olive-drab uniforms, the color of 
the uniform of Soviet Special Forces. 
Go to any one of our Native Alaska 
communities, and today, you will still 
hear such stories. 

Something that is very clear and 
very well known is that between 1961 
and 1991, the U.S. military intercepted 
thousands of long-range Soviet bomb-
ers and reconnaissance aircraft when 
they were moving into American air-
space. We used our aircraft back then, 
the F–102s, F–106s, and later, F–4s, F– 
15s. Then, like now, our aircraft were 
superior to the Russians and that was 
certainly one of the reasons we won the 
Cold War. 

This is still going on today. This is 
still a threat. The Russians continue to 
flex their military muscle, from 
Ukraine to Siberia, and they have 
added new Blackjack bombers to the 
mix and their SU–35 fighters. They still 
come close to American airspace via 
flights near Alaska. That is where our 
F–22 pilots and those who support them 
come in. 

Just in the last 6 months, our Alas-
kan F–22s, shown here, have inter-
cepted 10 Russian Bear bombers. We 
are starting to see Cold War levels of 
intrusions into American airspace and, 
of course, our patriotic men and 
women—young men and women, by the 
way—flying these great aircraft, going 
after these big Bear bombers. There 
were 10 missions already, and it is just 
July 2. What are they up to? 

Air Force Gen. Terrence 
O’Shaughnessy, who commands 
NORAD and these forces, ultimately, 
and U.S. Northern Command, linked 
the uptick in Russian military flights 
off Alaska’s coast to the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic and Russia’s 
testing of our military readiness. They 
are testing us, but we are ready for 
them. 

In essence, that is what we have been 
doing all week—debating and getting 
ready to vote on final passage of the 
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National Defense Authorization Act, 
which is all about our military’s readi-
ness. Again, in Alaska—24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 365 days a year—our 
brave men and women are guarding the 
northern flank of America. 

This is how Lt. Col. Dave Deptula, 
commander of the 525th Fighter Squad-
ron—this F–22 squadron, the ‘‘Bull-
dogs’’—described it: 

The Russians will fly their bombers and 
fighters across the Bering Strait and they 
will test our ADIZ [Air Defense Identifica-
tion Zone] airspace—they will try to see if 
they can come into our airspace. And if they 
were going to go into it, we would be there 
every time to say, respectfully, ‘‘Hello. We’re 
here and we’re flying with live munitions.’’ 

He said the goal is to make sure the 
Russians know that they are there to 
protect our Nation and try to deesca-
late. 

By the way, Colonel Deptula is my 
former Air Force fellow and a great Air 
Force leader, just like his dad. 

As an aside, pilots in the military 
have what are called ‘‘call signs,’’ 
which are essentially their pilot nick-
names. As a marine, I know many pi-
lots by their call signs. Lieutenant 
Colonel Deptula’s call sign is ‘‘Ghost.’’ 
Maybe that is because he is an F–22 
stealth fighter pilot, able to sneak up 
on Bear bombers like this without 
being seen and even heard. But I have 
also heard that maybe it is because 
when it is time to pay the tab at a bar, 
he doesn’t seem to be around. Just kid-
ding there, Colonel Deptula, Ghost. I 
can’t think of a better call sign for an 
F–22 stealth fighter pilot in Alaska, 
and we are very, very proud of Ghost in 
the Sullivan Senate office. 

Here is how it works. Here is what 
these brave young men and women in 
the U.S. Air Force do to protect our 
Nation. We have 15 long-range radar 
sites across the great State of Alaska, 
which are constantly feeding informa-
tion to the 176th Air Defense Squadron, 
which analyze that information. 

By the way, I have the honor and 
pleasure next week of hosting the Sec-
retary of the Air Force in Alaska. She 
will be able to see our great military 
members, and we will go out and actu-
ally see some of these radar sites. 

When our military note troublesome 
activity, they send out a bone-rattling 
alarm—what is called the KLAXON—to 
the Combat Alert Cell. This is a group 
of pilots and maintainers who are al-
ways ready. They are like firemen. 
They literally have a pole where they 
scramble down to get to their air-
craft—what they call a ‘‘hot cocked’’ 
and armed F–22 at the ready. 

As these pilots literally race to their 
jets, so, too, does the aircrew of the 
AWACs—the long-range eyes and ears 
for the F–22. They launch very quickly. 
This is taking place at JBER in An-
chorage. Simultaneously, at Eielson 
Air Force Base, about 350 miles north 
of Anchorage, the 168th Air Refueling 
Squadron, a unit of the Alaska Air Na-
tional Guard, launch the KC–135 tank-
ers to meet the F–22s as they are going 

to intercept the Russians and to top off 
the 600-gallon F–22 fuel tanks when 
they are in the air and then refuel 
them on the way back. This is all part 
of one big mission. That is what they 
are doing. 

All told, there are hundreds of Alas-
kans in the air and on the ground in-
volved in operations like this every 
single time it happens. 

As I mentioned, it is happening a 
lot—twice a month in the last half 
year. 

Patriotic young men and women are 
always prepared to defend our country 
in the sky—24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. 

One thing I want to do for this ‘‘Alas-
kan of the Week’’ is remind Americans 
when they are celebrating the Fourth 
of July—which is a great thing to do— 
to remember that these dedicated war-
riors will be on guard protecting our 
Nation. When everybody is barbecuing, 
celebrating America, think about what 
they are doing. 

If you have seen any video of the F– 
22s flying, it is impressive, but we also 
have to remember there are real pilots 
in those planes. Look how close they 
are in this mission. It can be very dan-
gerous. 

Think of this to get a sense of how 
this all works. It is the middle of the 
night and the klaxon goes off. It is win-
ter in Alaska. It is dark and 20 below 
zero. A pilot hustles to her airplane— 
yes, ‘‘her.’’ We have F–22 female pilots. 
One is call sign Contra. We were dis-
cussing recently in my office about 
what a great job she does. She gets in 
the aircraft and flies nearly 600 miles 
sometimes—certainly, faster than the 
speed of sound—to reach the rough Ber-
ing Sea to intercept a Russian Bear 
bomber like this in the middle of the 
night. She probably had to refuel on 
the way there. 

Sometimes Russian pilots can get ag-
gressive. According to Ghost, we do not 
respond aggressively in turn. We are 
respectful. We are tough. We are pro-
fessional. The Russians know it, and 
the Russians know that they are up 
against the best Air Force in the 
world—armed and ready. So the Rus-
sians usually behave. 

But this can be a stressful mission. 
As I mentioned, it has happened 10 
times already in the last 6 months. It 
is so critical for our Nation. So many 
young Alaskans are involved in this. 
Our men and women in the military 
represent the very best of this coun-
try—brave, strong, committed, devoted 
to our country, devoted to democracy, 
devoted to the Republic. 

That is why we have been working on 
this all week. When we come back from 
our Fourth of July work period, we will 
continue to work on and pass the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
them. 

On this Fourth of July holiday, as I 
mentioned, I hope we can take the time 
to thank them and to remember those 
who have served before. Know that 
when you are spending time with 

friends and family this holiday, dozens 
of airmen in Alaska are on alert and 
ready to go do this mission in a mo-
ment’s notice. 

We have to remember also that the 
freedoms we are celebrating this week-
end have been secured at a price. There 
is no Independence Day without the 
U.S. military and our courageous vet-
erans, past and present. 

Yet it is not just about protecting 
our Nation. Think about this: Amer-
ican servicemembers have done more 
to liberate men and women across the 
globe from tyranny and oppression— 
literally, hundreds of millions of peo-
ple—than probably more than any 
other force in human history. That in-
cludes those who are currently serving. 
Think about that when you are cele-
brating the Fourth of July. Can any 
other country say that? Think about 
the other big countries in the world— 
China, Russia, Germany. Have they 
been forces to have liberated hundreds 
of millions of people? The fact is, they 
are the kinds of countries that have 
tried to dominate hundreds of millions. 
As my friend from Arkansas just men-
tioned, China is doing it again, as we 
speak, in Hong Kong. 

So, yes, our Nation has challenges 
right now—no doubt about it. Yet I 
think the vast majority of us recog-
nizes the obvious fact that we are the 
greatest country in the world and have 
stood for liberating not just Americans 
but hundreds of millions around the 
world. My view is that we are the 
greatest country in the history of the 
world. One reason is due to those who 
stand guard to protect us and our free-
doms and our liberty. 

So a big thank-you to those who fly 
and maintain our F–22 Raptors—our 
AWACS—our Alaska National Guard 
KC–135s; our HH–60s; our HC–130s; and 
all of the Active-Duty members and 
guardsmen who on the Fourth of July, 
which we are going to celebrate in a 
couple of days, will be ready to go do 
this mission at a moment’s notice and 
be ready to protect us. 

I will be up on the Yukon River, in 
Alaska, with my wife and daughters, as 
we always are, to celebrate not only 
America’s birthday but my wife’s, and 
we will be toasting the brave young 
men and women who are doing this for 
our country. I encourage the rest of my 
fellow Americans to do the same. 

To the Raptor pilots and maintainers 
and everybody who supports them, 
thanks for what you are doing. Most 
importantly, congratulations on being 
our Alaskans of the Week. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, it 

is my honor to be here today to see a 
marine Presiding Officer and a marine 
making a speech. 

We are grateful for Senator SUL-
LIVAN’s service to our country and his 
service in the Senate as a diligent, pa-
triotic, hard-working, good-humored 
Member of the Senate. I am glad I had 
a chance to hear his remarks. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:59 Jul 03, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G02JY6.048 S02JYPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4201 July 2, 2020 
I was trying to think of where in the 

world to go on my 50th birthday, and I 
went to Anchorage, AK, to go fishing 
at Halibut Cove. I had a wonderful time 
and have a great memory. So the Sen-
ator represents a really terrific State. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. I thank my good 
friend from Tennessee for those kind 
comments. 

CORONAVIRUS 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 

just 31⁄2 months ago, a sneaky, dan-
gerous virus turned our country and 
the world upside down. It is hard to be-
lieve that it was just 31⁄2 months ago— 
mid-March—that we were headed to-
ward March Madness in basketball; 
that our economy was roaring; that un-
employment rates for about every cat-
egory were as low as they had been in 
a long, long time. America felt really 
good about itself. By the time we 
would have gotten to the Fourth of 
July, it would have been a terrific cele-
bration except that here came this dan-
gerous, sneaky virus that turned our 
lives and those in countries all over the 
world upside down. 

I want to comment this afternoon on 
some aspects of where we are in terms 
of COVID–19 based upon five congres-
sional hearings this month that I have 
either chaired or attended in our HELP 
Committee or the one I participated in 
today in Senator BLUNT’s Appropria-
tions Committee on Health. Of course, 
Senator MURRAY, of Washington State, 
is the ranking Democrat on both of 
those committees. 

Of course, much of the talk is about 
vaccines. Even though we have appro-
priated $3 trillion and another aston-
ishing $3 trillion in credit, that is not 
going to really solve the problem. The 
only cure for this disease, this virus, 
will ultimately be through testing, 
treatments, and vaccines. It is appro-
priate that we talk about vaccines be-
cause our country is moving more rap-
idly than it ever has in producing a 
safe and effective vaccine for a new 
virus. 

As Dr. Francis Collins—the head of 
the National Institutes of Health—told 
our subcommittee this morning, it usu-
ally takes, historically, 5 to 10 years to 
create a vaccine. Here, the goal of the 
administration’s warped speed effort to 
create a vaccine is to have 300 million 
doses ready by the first of this coming 
year—in other words, 6 months from 
now. That is its aspirational goal. The 
administration is not sure it will get 
there, but you don’t get anywhere if 
you don’t set high goals. We know that 
as a country. So it has set an enor-
mously ambitious goal. 

We are taking steps that are like 
none we have ever taken before, such 
as Congress has appropriated money, 
has approved, and is starting to build a 
manufacturing plant for a vaccine be-
fore we know that it works. Now, we 
don’t do that before we know that it is 
safe, but we will do it before we know 
that it works. We can be sure that, in 
some cases, we are going to lose that 
money, but it is better to cut 6 months 

or a year off of the amount of time be-
fore the vaccine comes and take that 
financial risk. I think all of us would 
agree with that. 

Instead of talking about vaccines 
today, which are next year’s solution, 
let me talk about two aspects of 
COVID–19 that are this year’s solu-
tion—in fact, that are this fall’s solu-
tion. One is diagnostic tests to find out 
whether you have the disease or not, 
and one is treatments, which is medi-
cine that can be given to you to reduce 
the chance that you might be seriously 
ill or will even die. 

That is appropriate in the first place 
because, in not very many weeks, 
America will be headed back to school 
and to college. In Metro Nashville, TN, 
public school begins on August 4. All 
across the country, most colleges and 
schools will be back in business by 
Labor Day. There were 75 million stu-
dents who were casualties of COVID–19. 
They were sent home from school or 
college in mid-March—100,000 public 
schools, 35,000 private schools, and 6,000 
colleges. Graduations were canceled. 
Sports championships and once-in-a- 
lifetime events were canceled. 

In our country today, two-thirds of 
married parents with children work 
outside the home, and most single par-
ents work outside the home. Suddenly, 
their children were home. Teachers 
were not really prepared for such 
wholescale remote teaching, and par-
ents were not prepared for 
homeschooling. So ever since mid- 
March, students have been in limbo. 

We are looking forward to doing 
whatever we can to help make sure 
that those 75 million students in 
schools and colleges can go back to 
school and college this fall and go back 
safely. That is the importance of tests 
and treatments. That is the first. 

Now, there is another one, and it is 
not trivial. This is a sports-hungry 
country. We love our sports, and every-
body has a different sport one likes. 
The question I asked Dr. Collins this 
morning was: Are we going to have 
enough COVID–19 tests so we might be 
able to watch some football this fall or 
some basketball this winter? I had read 
that the National Hockey League was 
going to test every player every day in 
the National Hockey League. 

It is not recommended by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. It 
is not standard for there to be wide-
spread testing at schools and colleges, 
even though the president of Brown 
University told our committee she 
would like to test all students on their 
way back to Brown. 

The fact is, if we are going to be able 
to go back to school, back to college, 
back to work, out to eat, maybe even 
watch a sports game, maybe even, in 
some cases, attend a sports game, we 
are going to need a lot more quick, re-
liable tests. Let me talk about those, 
just for a moment, in terms of going 
back to school and going out to eat 
and, perhaps, being able to watch a lit-
tle football this fall. 

Admiral Giroir testified this month 
before our committee that our country 
has done 30 million tests—more than 
any other country. We are doing that 
at about the rate of 500,000 tests a day, 
and he says that we will have four to 
five times that many in September. 

Now, I hear about problems in this 
place or in that place about people not 
getting tests or that it takes too long 
for the results to come back from the 
labs. The fact is, that what is going on 
now is every State in the country is de-
veloping a plan for July through De-
cember on how many tests States like 
Indiana, Tennessee, and Alaska might 
need in working with the Federal Gov-
ernment, and the Federal Government 
has been supplying Tennessee with 
what Tennessee needs. 

In our State, for example, which is 1 
of the States that is in the top 10 of 
having frequent testing, the Governor 
has said: If you want a test, you can 
have a test. Go down to your public 
health department, and you will get 
one for free. Now, whether they will be 
able to continue that, we will see, but 
that is what we are doing today. 

Despite that, when 75 million stu-
dents try to go back to school and col-
lege, I imagine principals and adminis-
trators will want to test teachers fre-
quently, older people frequently, and 
everybody in some classes if one stu-
dent gets sick, maybe everybody in an 
elementary school if several students 
get sick, and maybe the parents and 
grandparents of the children if the chil-
dren bring home the disease. So we are 
going to need a lot more tests. 

This is why Senator BLUNT and I and 
others worked together in the last leg-
islation to support what we called the 
shark tank at the National Institutes 
of Health. This was an unprecedented 
effort at the National Institutes of 
Health, led by Dr. Francis Collins, who 
led the Human Genome Project and is 
one of the most distinguished sci-
entists in our country. 

This is a project to see if we can find 
a new way to create tens of millions of 
diagnostic tests that are what they call 
point-of-care tests. That means you 
can take them instantly; that you can 
get a result within an hour or so; and 
that they are inexpensive and reliable. 
You don’t have to ship them off. You 
would probably do this with saliva. So 
you might put a lollypop in your 
mouth and let that saliva on the lol-
lypop indicate, one way or another, 
whether you have a positive or a nega-
tive result. 

Dr. Collins’ goal—and he said this is 
a very aspirational goal—is to be able 
to produce a million of those tests a 
day by Labor Day. This would change 
our lives in many numbers of ways. 
This would mean that Brown’s presi-
dent could surely test all students, not 
just once when they go back but more 
often. It would mean many sports 
teams could test every player every 
day if that is what it required. 

It would mean that we would prob-
ably have more tests than we would 
need. 
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