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I understand that many of my col-
leagues want to make sure we spend
Federal funds wisely, and I want that,
too, but the way to achieve this is for
all of us to start working now. Nevad-
ans need us to take action. The Amer-
ican people need us to take action. I
ask Leader MCCONNELL to take up and
pass the Heroes Act or convene on the
floor of the Senate or in our commit-
tees real bipartisan discussions so we
can pass the next economic stimulus
package.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I am honored to
follow the Senator from Nevada who
knows so well the importance of public
service and public servants.

One of the reasons why we are here is
because many of those public servants
doing such great service for our com-
munities will be laid off or furloughed
to the detriment of their communities
and their States. As the Senator knows
in Nevada, and I know in Connecticut,
what is necessary for them to continue
their work is, in fact, the Heroes Act.

We have been talking a lot about the
frontline workers, the heroes, like first
responders, police, firefighters, the
doctors and nurses, the grocery check-
ers, the delivery people far and wide,
high and low. They have been doing
great work. Many of them are going to
be directly affected if we fail to pass
the Heroes Act. Many of them and
their work will be for naught if we fail
to support the Heroes Act and enable
State and local government to con-
tinue to employ them and support
them.

I have been traveling across the
State of Connecticut over these last 2%
months. What I have found is unparal-
leled hardship and heartbreak.

Yesterday, I visited a small business,
a restaurant in Norwalk called No
Leftovers, offering Caribbean food. It
has been in business for 3 years. Its
owner has received no Paycheck Pro-
tection Program funding, and it is
hanging by a thread. That story is re-
peated again and again and again.

One of the reasons he is so fearful
about the future is that zoning in Nor-
walk has been delayed because people
are not at work. What happens to Nor-
walk and its Zoning and Land Use De-
partment if there is no money to pay
for it? That story writ large is about
the future of America and the Amer-
ican dream that No Leftovers and
small businesses like his exemplify,
and it is a Black-owned business. The
tragedy of the Black-owned businesses
going under is one of the unwritten
stories of this pandemic. Forty-one
percent have failed during this pan-
demic—often through no fault of those
business owners—because they face
this economic crisis, and they face the
loss of service if State and local gov-
ernments, in effect, have to cut their
workforces and their services to those
businesses. This is not only Black-
owned but businesses owned across the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

board by all Americans and employing
Americans.

Small businesses, as we know, no
matter who owns them, are the major
job creators today in the TUnited
States. There are linkages here, as I
have been hearing. I go around the
State talking to those business own-
ers—not only the big contractors, the
defense providers, like Sikorsky and
Pratt & Whitney, but their supply
chain. Those small- and medium-sized
businesses will be disastrously affected
by a failure to keep faith, move for-
ward, and pass the Heroes Act.

Those frontline workers deserve the
Heroes Fund—hazardous duty pay up to
$25,000, retroactive to the beginning of
this national emergency. Again, recog-
nizing public service, not only reward-
ing it but also retaining and recruiting
more of them.

State and local governments depend
on those frontline workers whom we
talk so glowingly about. Now is our
chance to put the money where our
mouth is, and we have not only a moral
obligation, we have an economic duty
and a patriotic duty as we go into July
4.

Finally, let me just say—and I said it
last week—that the U.S. Senate is
about to leave town for 2 weeks, want-
ing America to believe that we have
done our job. The fact is, we will have
failed to have done our job unless we
will have acted on the Heroes Act.
Failing to act on the Heroes Act is an
abrogation of our duty. We cannot go
back and talk about the spirit of the
Fourth of July and about the resilience
and resoluteness of the Founders if we
cannot be sufficiently determined to do
our job here.

That aid to State and local govern-
ments is not a matter of convenience
or luxury; it is a necessity for us to fi-
nance the public health departments
that conduct testing and contact trac-
ing as well as those economic develop-
ment departments and land use depart-
ments, health, firefighting, policing,
teaching. These are the core functions
of our government, and there will be
layoffs—massive layoffs—across the
country if we fail to do our job.

I have been reading a book called
“The Great Influenza’ by John Barry.
One of the lessons of that pandemic is
that the failure to tell the truth is
itself a failure that can lead to dis-
aster. It can spawn fear and even ter-
ror. It can lead to complacency and in-
action.

The failure to tell the truth is all too
common these days with regard to this
pandemic. The numbers tell, with
much greater accuracy, the story of
this pandemic than what we have been
hearing from the White House. Yet now
we have an obligation to make sure the
truth is told, and that means facing
the obligation to act. The way we can
act is on the Heroes Act. The way we
can tell the truth is to squarely lay be-
fore the American people what the
challenges are and what the costs will
be if we fail to act.
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The other great lesson of that book is
of the failure by local health depart-
ments and by local leaders to command
the resources and devote them to fight-
ing the pandemic itself. This contrib-
uted to it. We need to learn the lessons
of history. They are sometimes so sim-
ple and powerful that we look the other
way.

Before we leave town, let us look
squarely at the Heroes Act and do the
right thing—pass it and make sure that
America moves forward to conquer this
public health emergency and economic
crisis that has been made all the more
severe by the unfinished business of
this country in dealing with racism
and discrimination. We have that op-
portunity. The July 4 holiday should
not be a time off; it ought to be a time
on for us to do the right thing, and it
is on us.

I yield the floor.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 51. An act to provide for the admis-
sion of the State of Washington, D.C. into
the Union.

H.R. 3094. An act to designate the National
Pulse Memorial located at 1912 South Orange
Avenue, Orlando, Florida, 32806, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 7036. An act to amend the Antitrust
Criminal Penalty Enhancement and Reform
Act of 2004 to repeal the sunset provision.

H.R. 7120. An act to hold law enforcement
accountable for misconduct in court, im-
prove transparency through data collection,
and reform police training and policies.

H.R. 7259. An act to allow acceleration cer-
tificates awarded under the Patents for Hu-
manity Program to be transferable.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, without amend-
ment:

S. Con. Res. 38. Concurrent resolution to
establish the Joint Congressional Committee
on Inaugural Ceremonies for the inaugura-
tion of the President-elect and Vice Presi-
dent-elect of the United States on January
20, 2021.

The message further announced that
the House of Representatives having
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proceeded to reconsider the resolution
(H.J. Res. 76) providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of Edu-
cation relating to ‘“‘Borrower Defense
Institutional Accountability”’, re-
turned by the President of the United
States with his objections, to the
House of Representatives, in which it
originated, it was resolved, that the
said resolution do not pass, two-thirds
of the House of Representatives not
agreeing to pass the same.

———————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3094. An act to designate the National
Pulse Memorial located at 1912 South Orange
Avenue, Orlando, Florida, 32806, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 7036. An act to amend the Antitrust
Criminal Penalty Enhancement and Reform
Act of 2004 to repeal the sunset provision.

————
MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 7259. An act to allow acceleration cer-
tificates awarded under the Patents for Hu-
manity Program to be transferable.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment:

S. 685. A bill to amend the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 relative to the powers of the
Department of Justice Inspector General.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. WYDEN):

S. 4091. A bill to amend section 1113 of the
Social Security Act to provide authority for
fiscal year 2020 for increased payments for
temporary assistance to United States citi-
zens returned from foreign countries, and for
other purposes; considered and passed.

By Ms. MCSALLY:

S. 4092. A Dbill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to improve veterinary care for
retired military working dogs and to pro-
hibit charge for adoption of military ani-
mals, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Ms. SMITH:

S. 4093. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for the establishment
or operation of a center to be known as the
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Emergency Mental Health and Substance
Use Training and Technical Assistance Cen-
ter; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.
By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 4094. A bill to prohibit the procurement
by the Director of the Defense Logistics
Agency of certain items containing a
perfluoroalkyl substance or polyfluoroalkyl
substance; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices .

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BROWN, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. SMITH, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BENNET, Ms. ROSEN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. WAR-

REN, Mr. UDALL, Mr. REED, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. HEINRICH, and Ms.
DUCKWORTH):

S. 4095. A bill to provide emergency bene-
fits for broadband service during periods re-
lating to COVID-19, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr.
PETERS, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. LANKFORD,
Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. CARPER):

S. 4096. A bill to extend the Chemical Fa-
cility Anti-Terrorism Standards Program of
the Department of Homeland Security, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SANDERS, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. CARDIN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HARRIS, and Mr.
SCHUMER):

S. 4097. A bill to provide a temporary mor-
atorium on eviction filings, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. SINEMA,
Ms. SMITH, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. ROSEN,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. COONS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Ms. HIRONO, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
TESTER, and Mr. WARNER):

S. 4098. A bill to provide funding for the
Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation
Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself,
Ms. ROSEN, and Mr. COONS):

S. 4099. A bill to require the approval of
Congress before explosive nuclear testing
may be resumed; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Ms. HAS-
SAN, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN):

S. 4100. A bill to support children with dis-
abilities during the COVID-19 pandemic; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 685

At the request of Mr. LEE, the names
of the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
LEAHY) and the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) were added as cosponsors
of S. 685, a bill to amend the Inspector
General Act of 1978 relative to the pow-
ers of the Department of Justice In-
spector General.
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S. 1333
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1333, a bill to amend the Improper Pay-
ments Elimination and Recovery Im-
provement Act of 2012, including mak-
ing changes to the Do Not Pay Initia-
tive, for improved detection, preven-
tion, and recovery of improper pay-
ments to deceased individuals, and for
other purposes.
S. 2267
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Hawaii
(Ms. HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2267, a bill for the relief of Cesar
Carlos Silva Rodriguez.
S. 2579
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2579, a bill to direct the
Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy to carry out pro-
grams and activities to ensure that
Federal science agencies and institu-
tions of higher education receiving
Federal research and development
funding are fully engaging their entire
talent pool, and for other purposes.
S. 3174
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3174, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
with respect to the sale and marketing
of tobacco products, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3264
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3264, a bill to expedite and
streamline the deployment of afford-
able broadband service on Tribal land,
and for other purposes.
S. 3719
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3719, a bill to amend the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008 to require
that supplemental nutrition assistance
program benefits be calculated using
the value of the low-cost food plan, and
for other purposes.
S. 3790
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3790, a bill to provide reimbursements
for certain costs of health care items
and services, including prescription
drugs, furnished during the public
health emergency declared with re-
spect to COVID-19.
S. 3865
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3865, a bill to provide for the
treatment of certain criminal viola-
tions under the paycheck protection
program, and for other purposes.
S. 3868
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
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