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rights is highly relevant to his nomina-
tion. The Fifth Circuit is a majority-
minority circuit; 55 percent of those
who live in the circuit are people of
color. The Senate should not confirm a
nominee who would work to further re-
strict the right to vote from the bench.

Second, Judge Wilson has been a
staunch opponent of the Affordable
Care Act. He referred to the ACA’s pas-
sage as ‘‘perverse’ and ‘‘illegitimate.”
He called upon the Supreme Court to
strike down the law, writing: ‘“‘For the
sake of the Constitution, I hope the
Court strikes down the law and rein-
vigorates some semblance of the lim-
ited government the Founders in-
tended.”

As of June 22, more than 120,000
Americans have died from COVID-19,
and nearly 2.3 million have been in-
fected. Now is not the time to advance
a judicial nominee whose opposition to
the ACA would strip tens of millions of
Americans of healthcare, including
those with preexisting conditions.

Third, Judge Wilson has made ex-
treme partisan comments that call
into question his ability to rule fairly
and impartially. In op-eds in a Mis-
sissippi newspaper, he likened Presi-
dent Obama to ‘‘a fit-throwing teen-
ager” and called him ‘“King Barack”
and ‘‘President Make-Believe.” In
tweets that he has kept public even
while serving as a State court judge,
Judge Wilson called Hillary Clinton
“Crooked Clinton” and said she was
“‘criminal and clueless.”” He also called
Congresswoman ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-
CORTEZ a ‘‘claptrap.” The Senate
should not confirm a nominee who can-
not be trusted to put aside extreme
partisanship to rule in an unbiased and
impartial manner.

Fourth, Judge Wilson has sought to
undermine the rights of LGBT Ameri-
cans. In 2016, while serving in the Mis-
sissippi legislature, Judge Wilson sup-
ported HB 1523, a bill providing legal
cover for businesses to deny services to
individuals on the basis of their sexual
orientation. In a 2012 op-ed, Judge Wil-
son argued that ‘‘gay marriage is a
pander to liberal interest groups and
an attempt to cast Republicans as in-
tolerant, uncaring and even bigoted.”
Judge Wilson’s past support for anti-
LGBT legislation and his comments de-
meaning the fight for marriage equal-
ity raise questions about his ability to
rule objectively on any case impli-
cating LGBT rights.

Finally, Judge Wilson has been an ar-
dent opponent of women’s reproductive
rights, making it abundantly clear
that he supports ‘‘the complete and im-
mediate reversal of the Roe v. Wade
and Doe v. Bolton decisions.”

Judge Wilson will be the 200th Arti-
cle III judge appointed by this Presi-
dent and confirmed by this Senate. Un-
fortunately, Judge Wilson’s record of
hostility to voting rights, the ACA, the
rights of LGBT Americans, and wom-
en’s reproductive rights is not unique
to him. In fact, it is clear that so many
of this administration’s judicial nomi-
nees have been selected precisely be-
cause of those viewpoints. This is not
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something to celebrate. After all, those
who have gained healthcare because of
the ACA deserve the security of know-
ing their coverage is not at risk from
the Federal judiciary.

And those who seek to vindicate
their rights—to vote, to make their
own reproductive healthcare decisions,
and to be free from discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation or gen-
der identity—deserve a judiciary that
will rule fairly and impartially.

I will vote against Judge Wilson’s
nomination, and I urge my colleagues
to do the same. Thank you.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING ED PINEGAR

e Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I want to
spend a few moments talking about a
man who has been one of my closest
friends for a long time. Springfieldian
Ed Pinegar passed away on May 23,
2020, at the age of 74. He was the kind
of person that many people will re-
member as one of their best friends.

Ed loved his family, his church, and
his community. He grew up in Willard,
attended Missouri State University,
and became one of the most successful
auto and truck dealers in the middle of
our country. Never forgetting his rural
roots, he eventually established
Pinegar Land and Cattle and became
the leading breeder of Limousin Cattle
in North America. As with everything
he did, this was an extremely success-
ful business.

Ed never forgot where he was from.
For the last several years, one of my
favorite things was to go to Ed’s farm
with him early in the morning to see
what his plans were for the farm and
catch up on what was happening with
the business and his family and friends.
I will miss those visits, but I am so
glad to have shared those times with
Ed.

Ed’s life of service is too long to list,
as are the recognitions he received
along the way. He served on the Mis-
souri State University board of gov-
ernors and their board of trustees, was
inducted into the Missouri Limousin
Breeders Association Hall of Fame,
honored by the Ozark Empire Fair
Ground Gold Buckle Gala for his dedi-
cation to youth, and with his wife
Carol received the outstanding Willard
Alumni Award. He recently received
the 2019 AFP Outstanding Philan-
thropist of the Year Award.

Ed was dedicated to his family, his
community, athletics, and his faith. He
was a loyal friend with a great sense of
humor and an even better perspective
on life. He was a devoted Christian, ac-
tive in his church, and used the bless-
ings of his work to invest in the places
and people he loved. He was generous
in his giving and generous in spirit.
The Pinegar Arena is an indoor horse
center and classroom that is part of
Missouri State’s agricultural center.
This is one of many examples of how
Ed gave of his time and resources in-
vesting in people and things to help
others.
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Much too soon, Ed suffered a stroke,
which took a serious toll on his health
and quality of life. Abby and I were en-
couraged by his early recovery from
those challenges and inspired by his
family’s dedication to him as each of
them, with Carol in the lead, loved and
cared for him. Much of his legacy will
continue to live on through Carol and
their children Angela, Tad, Amy, and
Abigail. Ed also leaves behind nine
grandchildren, who were lucky enough
to spend time with their grandfather
who, despite his busy schedule,
prioritized games, events, and school
performances.

I am grateful to have known Ed
Pinegar and thankful for his impact on
my own life and that of those who
knew him.e

—————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-205. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
urging the United States Congress to fully
fund the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service (CNCS) and its programs in
fiscal year 2021; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 54

Whereas, the President’s 2021 federal budg-
et proposal eliminates 99% of the funding to
the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service which would remove funding for
Louisiana’s LaVetCorps program and similar
programs across the states of Washington
and Rhode Island, in addition to, all other
AmeriCorps programs across this state, in-
cluding Teach for America, VISTA, City
Year, and Foster Grandparents; and

Whereas, the LDVA, in partnership with
the Office of Governor, Louisiana Board of
Regents, Louisiana Community and Tech-
nical College System (LCTCS), University of
Louisiana System, LSU System, and South-
ern University System operates thirty
LaVetCorps program veteran resource cen-
ters on campuses across the state, encom-
passing all four Louisiana public college sys-
tems and Xavier University of Louisiana;
and

Whereas, the mission of the LaVetCorps is
to empower veterans, families, and campus
communities to help veterans returning from
active duty military service to successfully
transition home to college and their local
community; and

Whereas, the centers assisted more than
eight thousand student veterans in success-
fully transitioning from active duty to com-
plete their college curriculum and return
home; and

Whereas, at each LaVetCorps veteran re-
source center, an LDV A-trained LaVetCorps
navigator, who is also an AmeriCorps service
member, serves as a peer mentor/counselor
to student veterans in transition, works to
increase student veterans’ access to their
earned federal and state benefits, works to
build a vibrant on-campus veteran commu-
nity, provides training and support to col-
lege faculty, staff, and administration to in-
crease awareness of student veterans’ needs
and veteran culture, and organize commu-
nity service projects benefitting both on- and
off-campus veterans; and
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Whereas, the impact of the LaVetCorps
program is significant, providing practical
assistance in life-changing ways as in the
current year, LaVetCorps navigators have
served more than two thousand veterans and
military-connected students, with more than
one hundred of these referrals directly con-
necting to earned federal VA benefits; and

Whereas, LaVetCorps navigators have pro-
vided direct assistance through the LDVA
and outside community agencies that has
prevented evictions, prevented unnecessary
student debt and provided critical immediate
support for veteran students in crisis; and

Whereas, LaVetCorps has raised military
awareness on campuses statewide while pro-
viding peer mentoring and has been respon-
sible for organizing more than two hundred
volunteers in various community service
projects around the state; and

Whereas, LaVetCorps is viewed by higher
education officials as an essential invest-
ment in veteran students and navigators pro-
vide a critical level of support to recruit, re-
tain, and support veterans in their academic
and personal journeys: Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
memorializes the Congress of the United
States to fully fund the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service (CNCS) and
its programs in FY 2021; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the secretary of the United
States Senate and the clerk of the United
States House of Representatives and to each
member of the Louisiana delegation to the
United States Congress.

POM-206. A resolution adopted by the
Mayor and City Council of the City of
Gautier, Mississippi relative to assessments
on tenants, owners, or occupiers of the Sing-
ing River Mall site; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

POM-207. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Texas relative to a constitutional
amendment on the subject and wording of
bills or resolutions; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 1640. A Dbill to require compliant flame
mitigation devices to be used on portable
fuel containers for flammable liquid fuels,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 116-235).

By Mr. INHOFE, from the Committee on
Armed Services, without amendment:

S. 4049. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2021 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Ms.
SINEMA):

S. 4035. A bill establish and provide for the
use of amounts in a Trail Stewardship for
Economic Recovery Fund, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.
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By Mr. BRAUN:

S. 4036. A bill to amend the Revised Stat-
utes to reform the defense of qualified immu-
nity in the case of any action under section
1979, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. LOEFFLER:

S. 4037. A bill to amend the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act to protect the credit of patients
with substantial medical bills; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mrs.
CAPITO):

S. 4038. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Energy to establish a grant program for tree
planting to reduce residential energy con-
sumption; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mrs. LOEFFLER:

S. 4039. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the
permissible first-dollar coverage of tele-
health services for purposes of health savings
accounts; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. LOEFFLER:

S. 4040. A bill to amend chapter 44 of title
18, United States Code, to protect the rights
of citizens under the Second Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. INHOFE, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. WICKER, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 4041. A bill to assist the American en-
ergy sector in retaining jobs during chal-
lenging economic times; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. LEAHY):

S. 4042. A bill to protect agricultural work-
ers from the impacts of the coronavirus pan-
demic, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MARKEY, and Ms.
ROSEN):

S. 4043. A bill to require the Secretary of
Defense to develop a comprehensive database
and repository on military aviators and con-
duct a study on such aviators to determine
the incidence of cancer diagnosis and mor-
tality among such aviators, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mrs. MURRAY:

S. 4044. A bill to improve the provision of
financial literacy training and information
relating to the Blended Retirement System
to members of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for Mr.MARKEY
(for himself and Mrs. FEINSTEIN)):

S. 4045. A Dbill to reduce and eliminate
threats posed by nuclear weapons to the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. HEINRICH, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. 4046. A Dbill to direct the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency to
establish a program to award grants to eligi-
ble entities to purchase, and as applicable in-
stall, zero emissions port equipment and
technology, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Environment and Public
Works.
By Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Mrs.

GILLIBRAND, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. WARREN,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr. REED):
S. 4047. A bill to permit the Secretary of
the Treasury to provide direct funding to
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certain entities; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
By Ms. HARRIS (for herself and Mr.
SCHATZ):

S. 4048. A bill to modify the deadlines for
completing the 2020 decennial census of pop-
ulation and related tabulations, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 4049. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2021 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes; from the
Committee on Armed Services; placed on the
calendar.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. KING):

S. 4050. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to use authori-
ties under the Defense Production Act of 1950
to prioritize contracts necessary to promote
pandemic preparedness and response, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. CoT-
TON, and Mrs. BLACKBURN):

S. 4051. A bill to improve the ability of law
enforcement agencies to access encrypted
data, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. GRAHAM:

S. Res. 636. A resolution recognizing the
75th anniversary of the commencement of
continuous operations of the Stars and
Stripes newspaper in the Pacific and the in-
valuable service of the Stars and Stripes as
the ‘‘hometown newspaper’” for members of
the Armed Forces, civilian employees, and
family members stationed across the globe;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, and Mr. ScOTT of Florida):

S. Res. 637. A resolution commemorating
the 35th anniversary of United States broad-
casting to Cuba; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mrs. LOEFFLER:

S. Con. Res. 40. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that undue re-
strictions on the right of law-abiding gun
owners to carry a firearm for self-defense
outside of the home violate the Second
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 123

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 123, a bill to require the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to enter into a con-
tract or other agreement with a third
party to review appointees in the Vet-
erans Health Administration who had a
license terminated for cause by a State
licensing board for care or services ren-
dered at a non-Veterans Health Admin-
istration facility and to provide indi-
viduals treated by such an appointee
with notice if it is determined that an
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