S3154

the perpetual march toward equality,
that is part of our heritage as well.

Today, a new generation of Ameri-
cans is reminding us that while we
have traveled far on the quest for a
more perfect Union, the final miles of
that journey still lie ahead. The over-
whelming and vast majority of these
Americans on our streets are peace-
fully reminding us that, yes, Black
lives matter. They are not asking that
we destroy America; they are demand-
ing that we be more American; that we
more fully become a nation with lib-
erty and justice for all. But it is now
also clear that there are others with a
different agenda who have taken to our
streets as well.

They are the ones who argue that be-
cause the men who wrote our Declara-
tion of Independence and our Constitu-
tion were imperfect and, in some cases,
racists, that the Nation their words
gave birth to is beyond redemption;
that America cannot be improved or
saved; and that therefore it must come
to an end.

These radical views are not new.
From the crazy professor whom no one
took seriously to the nut job running
for office with no chance of winning,
they have operated on the fringes of
our politics for decades. The difference
is that, in recent years, they have
begun to move out from the fringes,
and now these radicals are capitalizing
on a legitimate movement to force
their madness even further into the
mainstream. Now their violence, their
vandalism, their anarchy are excused,
tolerated, sometimes even celebrated
by some, and their radical agenda is
shielded, increasingly, from scrutiny
by an emerging speech code that con-
demns as hate speech and as racism
any criticism of these anti-lynching
American radicals.

The self-proclaimed guardians of free
speech in media now apologize for
printing the opinions of a U.S. Senator
and actively cajoled tech companies to
censor conservative voices. Social
media companies, which owe their very
existence to freedom of expression, now
threaten to block the accounts of
American politicians in publications
here at home, while eagerly complying
with the demands of totalitarian racist
regimes abroad.

Online mobs not only decide what is
acceptable speech but are empowered
to destroy the reputation and career of
anyone they believe has violated their
standards. Celebrities and large cor-
porations are so eager to proactively
shield themselves from being canceled
that they raise money to bail out
arsonists, but they do not raise a single
cent to help the small business owners,
oftentimes minorities themselves,
whose life work was looted and burned
to the ground by the radicals.

This radicalism, this anarchy, isn’t
just annoying; it is destructive, and it
is dangerous. It is destructive to bed-
rock institutions in our country and
their legitimacy in the eyes of our peo-
ple.
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Why would people trust public health
experts who told them they had to lose
their job or their business, that their
kids couldn’t have a graduation, that
their grandmother couldn’t have a fu-
neral but are afraid to say anything
about crowds of people setting fires and
looting businesses?

Why would people trust local leaders
who will close your business for having
too many customers or threaten to ar-
rest you for going to a park or to a
church but who stand by and do noth-
ing when a mob vandalizes a monu-
ment, tears down a statue, or takes
over an entire section of a city?

Why would people trust the media
that will shame them for going to the
beach, for not wearing a mask in public
but portrays a mob of White anarchists
attacking African-American police of-
ficers as just frustrated racial justice
activists?

This radicalism is also dangerous be-
cause, if it is OK for a violent mob to
tear down a statue, then what is to
stop another violent mob from showing
up to defend it? If it is OK to set a po-
lice car on fire, what is going to stop
someone upset at activist judges from
burning down a courtroom? Where does
it end? It will not end because there is
no way to satisfy radicals who only
seek destruction.

Just ask a clergy at the historical St.
John’s Episcopal Church. Three weeks
ago, they expressed their support for
and solidarity with the protesters, even
after some agitator tried to burn down
the church. Last night, radicals van-
dalized their church, calling for an au-
tonomous zone here in Washington.

Just ask the mayor of Seattle. Just a
few days ago on national TV, she was
saying that the so-called autonomous
zone in her city would lead to a ‘‘sum-
mer of love.” Now they have an-
nounced that they are going to move in
and retake the area after multiple peo-
ple were shot over the weekend.

The anti-American radicals don’t
care about racial equality, and they
will not stop as long as everyone is
afraid to call them out for who and for
what they are. As long as we fail to
point out that those seeking racial
equality and these radicals are not the
same people; that the people commit-
ting this violence and carrying out this
anarchy and this chaos are not the
same people as the people who are
rightfully asking for us to address ra-
cial inequality, as long as we fail to
point that out, they will continue to
hide behind this important and legiti-
mate movement.

It is time we stop—we stop being
afraid to express the common sense of
Americans of every race, of every back-
ground. Yes, we must address racial in-
equality. Yes, Black lives must matter.
But the vandalism, the arson, and the
anarchy on our streets have nothing to
do with this important cause.

Yes, some police departments need to
be reformed, and bad police officers
need to be fired. And if they committed
crimes, they need to be arrested, and
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they need to be prosecuted. But, no, we
are not going to abolish or defund po-
lice departments.

Yes, racial disparities must be ac-
knowledged, and they must be ad-
dressed but not by giving in to a bunch
of crazy radicals who hate and want to
destroy this country of ours. This is
what the overwhelming majority of
Americans of every race and back-
ground believe, and this is what so
many are afraid to say for fear of being
destroyed by an online mob and their
accomplices.

For over 200 years, each generation of
America has moved us ever closer to
fulfilling the powerful truths upon
which this Nation was founded. Now it
is our turn to do the same, not by de-
stroying America but by becoming
more fully American, not by aban-
doning our founding principles but by
moving us closer to becoming the one
Nation under God with liberty and jus-
tice for all that we have pledged our al-
legiance to.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAMER). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF CORY T. WILSON

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today in opposition to the nomina-
tion of Cory Wilson to a Mississippi
seat on the Fifth Circuit. Judge Wilson
has a troubling record on a number of
critically important issues. That
record makes clear Judge Wilson is far
outside of the judicial mainstream. I
believe that record is and should be dis-
qualifying.

First, Judge Wilson has a long record
of working to undermine voting rights.
He has been a longtime proponent of
voter ID laws—which disproportion-
ately harm communities of color, stu-
dents, voters with disabilities, and the
elderly—and has made false claims
about the prevalence of voter fraud.

He has likewise expressed opposition
to enforcement of the Voting Rights
Act and has made unsubstantiated
claims that voter suppression is non-
existent. As I have noted before, Judge
Wilson’s troubling record on voting
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rights is highly relevant to his nomina-
tion. The Fifth Circuit is a majority-
minority circuit; 55 percent of those
who live in the circuit are people of
color. The Senate should not confirm a
nominee who would work to further re-
strict the right to vote from the bench.

Second, Judge Wilson has been a
staunch opponent of the Affordable
Care Act. He referred to the ACA’s pas-
sage as ‘‘perverse’ and ‘‘illegitimate.”
He called upon the Supreme Court to
strike down the law, writing: ‘“‘For the
sake of the Constitution, I hope the
Court strikes down the law and rein-
vigorates some semblance of the lim-
ited government the Founders in-
tended.”

As of June 22, more than 120,000
Americans have died from COVID-19,
and nearly 2.3 million have been in-
fected. Now is not the time to advance
a judicial nominee whose opposition to
the ACA would strip tens of millions of
Americans of healthcare, including
those with preexisting conditions.

Third, Judge Wilson has made ex-
treme partisan comments that call
into question his ability to rule fairly
and impartially. In op-eds in a Mis-
sissippi newspaper, he likened Presi-
dent Obama to ‘‘a fit-throwing teen-
ager” and called him ‘“King Barack”
and ‘‘President Make-Believe.” In
tweets that he has kept public even
while serving as a State court judge,
Judge Wilson called Hillary Clinton
“Crooked Clinton” and said she was
“‘criminal and clueless.”” He also called
Congresswoman ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-
CORTEZ a ‘‘claptrap.” The Senate
should not confirm a nominee who can-
not be trusted to put aside extreme
partisanship to rule in an unbiased and
impartial manner.

Fourth, Judge Wilson has sought to
undermine the rights of LGBT Ameri-
cans. In 2016, while serving in the Mis-
sissippi legislature, Judge Wilson sup-
ported HB 1523, a bill providing legal
cover for businesses to deny services to
individuals on the basis of their sexual
orientation. In a 2012 op-ed, Judge Wil-
son argued that ‘‘gay marriage is a
pander to liberal interest groups and
an attempt to cast Republicans as in-
tolerant, uncaring and even bigoted.”
Judge Wilson’s past support for anti-
LGBT legislation and his comments de-
meaning the fight for marriage equal-
ity raise questions about his ability to
rule objectively on any case impli-
cating LGBT rights.

Finally, Judge Wilson has been an ar-
dent opponent of women’s reproductive
rights, making it abundantly clear
that he supports ‘‘the complete and im-
mediate reversal of the Roe v. Wade
and Doe v. Bolton decisions.”

Judge Wilson will be the 200th Arti-
cle III judge appointed by this Presi-
dent and confirmed by this Senate. Un-
fortunately, Judge Wilson’s record of
hostility to voting rights, the ACA, the
rights of LGBT Americans, and wom-
en’s reproductive rights is not unique
to him. In fact, it is clear that so many
of this administration’s judicial nomi-
nees have been selected precisely be-
cause of those viewpoints. This is not
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something to celebrate. After all, those
who have gained healthcare because of
the ACA deserve the security of know-
ing their coverage is not at risk from
the Federal judiciary.

And those who seek to vindicate
their rights—to vote, to make their
own reproductive healthcare decisions,
and to be free from discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation or gen-
der identity—deserve a judiciary that
will rule fairly and impartially.

I will vote against Judge Wilson’s
nomination, and I urge my colleagues
to do the same. Thank you.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING ED PINEGAR

e Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I want to
spend a few moments talking about a
man who has been one of my closest
friends for a long time. Springfieldian
Ed Pinegar passed away on May 23,
2020, at the age of 74. He was the kind
of person that many people will re-
member as one of their best friends.

Ed loved his family, his church, and
his community. He grew up in Willard,
attended Missouri State University,
and became one of the most successful
auto and truck dealers in the middle of
our country. Never forgetting his rural
roots, he eventually established
Pinegar Land and Cattle and became
the leading breeder of Limousin Cattle
in North America. As with everything
he did, this was an extremely success-
ful business.

Ed never forgot where he was from.
For the last several years, one of my
favorite things was to go to Ed’s farm
with him early in the morning to see
what his plans were for the farm and
catch up on what was happening with
the business and his family and friends.
I will miss those visits, but I am so
glad to have shared those times with
Ed.

Ed’s life of service is too long to list,
as are the recognitions he received
along the way. He served on the Mis-
souri State University board of gov-
ernors and their board of trustees, was
inducted into the Missouri Limousin
Breeders Association Hall of Fame,
honored by the Ozark Empire Fair
Ground Gold Buckle Gala for his dedi-
cation to youth, and with his wife
Carol received the outstanding Willard
Alumni Award. He recently received
the 2019 AFP Outstanding Philan-
thropist of the Year Award.

Ed was dedicated to his family, his
community, athletics, and his faith. He
was a loyal friend with a great sense of
humor and an even better perspective
on life. He was a devoted Christian, ac-
tive in his church, and used the bless-
ings of his work to invest in the places
and people he loved. He was generous
in his giving and generous in spirit.
The Pinegar Arena is an indoor horse
center and classroom that is part of
Missouri State’s agricultural center.
This is one of many examples of how
Ed gave of his time and resources in-
vesting in people and things to help
others.
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Much too soon, Ed suffered a stroke,
which took a serious toll on his health
and quality of life. Abby and I were en-
couraged by his early recovery from
those challenges and inspired by his
family’s dedication to him as each of
them, with Carol in the lead, loved and
cared for him. Much of his legacy will
continue to live on through Carol and
their children Angela, Tad, Amy, and
Abigail. Ed also leaves behind nine
grandchildren, who were lucky enough
to spend time with their grandfather
who, despite his busy schedule,
prioritized games, events, and school
performances.

I am grateful to have known Ed
Pinegar and thankful for his impact on
my own life and that of those who
knew him.e

—————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-205. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
urging the United States Congress to fully
fund the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service (CNCS) and its programs in
fiscal year 2021; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 54

Whereas, the President’s 2021 federal budg-
et proposal eliminates 99% of the funding to
the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service which would remove funding for
Louisiana’s LaVetCorps program and similar
programs across the states of Washington
and Rhode Island, in addition to, all other
AmeriCorps programs across this state, in-
cluding Teach for America, VISTA, City
Year, and Foster Grandparents; and

Whereas, the LDVA, in partnership with
the Office of Governor, Louisiana Board of
Regents, Louisiana Community and Tech-
nical College System (LCTCS), University of
Louisiana System, LSU System, and South-
ern University System operates thirty
LaVetCorps program veteran resource cen-
ters on campuses across the state, encom-
passing all four Louisiana public college sys-
tems and Xavier University of Louisiana;
and

Whereas, the mission of the LaVetCorps is
to empower veterans, families, and campus
communities to help veterans returning from
active duty military service to successfully
transition home to college and their local
community; and

Whereas, the centers assisted more than
eight thousand student veterans in success-
fully transitioning from active duty to com-
plete their college curriculum and return
home; and

Whereas, at each LaVetCorps veteran re-
source center, an LDV A-trained LaVetCorps
navigator, who is also an AmeriCorps service
member, serves as a peer mentor/counselor
to student veterans in transition, works to
increase student veterans’ access to their
earned federal and state benefits, works to
build a vibrant on-campus veteran commu-
nity, provides training and support to col-
lege faculty, staff, and administration to in-
crease awareness of student veterans’ needs
and veteran culture, and organize commu-
nity service projects benefitting both on- and
off-campus veterans; and
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