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The Equality Act is a critical safe-

guard against an administration deter-
mined to erode the rights of LGBTQ 
people. The Senate must do its job and 
pass the Equality Act without delay. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRUZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be allowed to 
complete my remarks before we recess 
for the lunch hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

THE JUSTICE ACT 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, over the 

last several weeks, Americans have 
marched, protested, and demanded jus-
tice not just for George Floyd but for 
Breonna Taylor and a long list of indi-
viduals who, unfortunately, had been 
killed while in police custody. While 
the energy behind this movement is 
not new, the problems that created it 
are also not new. We know that the ra-
cial injustices that have existed for 
generations and that originated during 
our country’s founding have created a 
whole range of problems that have con-
tinued to persist in our society—in ev-
erything from education, to 
healthcare, to housing. 

While I hope and expect we will have 
ongoing discussions about the most ef-
fective way to root out these inequal-
ities and provide equal justice, which is 
our Nation’s mantra and aspiration, 
one of the most important places to 
begin delivering these reforms is in our 
police departments. 

Across America, we have about 18,000 
Federal, State, county, and local law 
enforcement agencies. Some of these 
agencies have one officer, and some 
have as many as 30,000. It is safe to say 
that a one-size-fits-all approach would 
not work for all of them. The policies 
and practices that make sense for the 
Houston Police Department, for exam-
ple, are going to look a lot different 
than those of a small town out in West 
Texas. 

Yet there are basic practices and 
principles—best practices—that should 
be standard across the board, and they 
are something that Congress can help 
with. There are steps we can take to 
make our police forces more trans-
parent, more accountable, and better 
trained so as to, hopefully, avoid en-
counters like we saw with George 
Floyd and the Minneapolis Police De-
partment. While there are differences 
of opinion on the best way to deliver 
those changes, the good news—and 
there actually is good news—is that 
both Republicans and Democrats share 
this overarching goal. That is a strong 
start. 

A couple of weeks ago, our Demo-
cratic colleagues introduced their 
version of a police reform bill, and, last 
week, the Republicans introduced ours. 
While our colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle seem interested in focusing 
on the differences, the truth is there is 
a whole lot in common, a whole lot of 
overlap. 

First are the changes in policing 
practices. As I mentioned, a one-size- 
fits-all approach isn’t the right meth-
od, but in some areas, there is a clear 
need for uniformity. One great example 
is training. Many police departments 
already require deescalation training 
and give them an array of tactics to 
cool down a potentially dangerous en-
counter. Both Republicans and Demo-
crats agree this should be the standard, 
and it is included in both bills. On the 
flip side, there are certain practices 
that should never be used, like choke 
holds. That is already the case in most 
major police departments—they ban 
choke holds. This bill ends that across 
the board. 

Reforming police practices is only 
part of the equation. In order to re-
store the broken trust between law en-
forcement and our communities, we 
need accountability, and these two 
bills take similar steps there too. They 
include a focus on diversity hiring so 
that police forces look a lot more like 
the communities they serve. They im-
prove hiring practices so that depart-
ments can move to effectively weed out 
weak or bad candidates and ensure that 
we have the best possible talent among 
our men and women in blue. 

Both of these bills take steps to bet-
ter educate officers on racial bias and 
the systemic challenges that face com-
munities of color. They take steps to 
promote transparency and to give the 
public greater access to information 
about America’s law enforcement ac-
tivities. 

Both bills require public reporting on 
use of force and require better informa-
tion on how law enforcement agencies 
are being run. They both prioritize re-
lationship building between law en-
forcement and the communities they 
serve. 

While there are some differences in 
the methods of achieving these shared 
goals, that doesn’t change the fact that 
we largely agree on the problems that 
exist, and that alone is not insignifi-
cant. 

Two weeks ago, Senator SCHUMER, 
the Democratic leader, called on Lead-
er MCCONNELL to bring a police reform 
bill to the floor before July 4, and, to-
morrow, we will do exactly what Sen-
ator SCHUMER requested. Now I hear 
that our colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle aren’t interested in passing 
the JUSTICE Act as is, and I get that, 
but I have also been surprised by re-
ports that suggest they may just block 
us from proceeding to the bill alto-
gether, which, obviously, is not condu-
cive to our passing any police reform 
bill. 

Speaker PELOSI has made comments 
that I view as encouraging. She said 

she is interested in going to conference 
between the House and the Senate on a 
police reform bill. It is clear that our 
colleagues in the House are willing to 
work with us to come up with a con-
sensus bill, but that means the ball is 
now in the Senate Democrats’ court. 

The way I see it, they have two op-
tions. One is to work with us on a bi-
partisan basis. If the Democrats vote 
tomorrow to begin debating the JUS-
TICE Act, we can spend time looking 
at all of the areas in which we have 
overlapping goals and nail down spe-
cific solutions, and we can do what the 
Senate was built to do, which is to be 
a forum for debate, for offering amend-
ments, and for voting on those amend-
ments, which would, hopefully, im-
prove the product. If we are going to be 
successful in getting a bill to the Presi-
dent’s desk and delivering on the re-
forms we are after, we have to get on 
the bill tomorrow. 

Option No. 2 is for the Democrats to 
do nothing—to tell the American peo-
ple, even though they have said for 
weeks that they are desperate for ac-
tion, that they themselves are the ones 
preventing that action. I think the 
choice is pretty obvious, and I can’t 
imagine it is not obvious to our Demo-
cratic colleagues. These past several 
weeks have shone a light on the prob-
lems that exist within some of our po-
lice departments, and we have an op-
portunity to work together and show 
the American people we are capable of 
working together to try to address this 
national priority. We can officially 
begin this process with a simple ‘‘yes’’ 
vote here on the floor tomorrow. 

My simple request to our Democratic 
colleagues is to, please, please, work 
with us. Let’s debate the bill and con-
tinue to try to find common ground, 
and let’s get something we can be 
proud of on the President’s desk that 
he can sign into law without there 
being any more delay. 

Over the last several weeks, the 
American people have marched, pro-
tested, and demanded action. This 
week, we have an opportunity to de-
liver the changes they are requesting 
and ensure that ‘‘Equal Justice Under 
the Law’’ is more than just a phrase 
engraved on the Supreme Court build-
ing across the street. I am proud of the 
work we have been able to do in work-
ing with Senator SCOTT, who has led 
our efforts in the Senate. I thank him 
and Senator MCCONNELL for their com-
mitment to taking action and for Sen-
ator MCCONNELL’s willingness to do 
precisely what Senator SCHUMER re-
quested in getting a police reform bill 
on the floor of the Senate before July 
4. 

We will have the opportunity tomor-
row to begin debating the JUSTICE 
Act. I can only hope our Democratic 
colleagues will make the right decision 
and commit to working with us to de-
liver real reforms. 

I yield the floor. 
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RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:29 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi. 

NOMINATION OF CORY T. WILSON 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Madam Presi-

dent, it is an honor to speak on behalf 
of Judge Cory Wilson of Mississippi and 
in support of his nomination to the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

I have known Judge Wilson for many 
years. His experience and legal knowl-
edge make him an excellent choice to 
serve on the appellate court. Numerous 
colleagues of Judge Wilson’s from dif-
ferent backgrounds and political affili-
ations have risen in support of his 
nomination and spoken to his personal 
qualities. 

After his impressive nomination 
hearing and an outpouring of support 
from Mississippians, who know him 
best, there is no question that Judge 
Wilson will be a fair and impartial 
judge who follows the rule of law. 
Judge Cory Wilson will serve on the 
Fifth Circuit with honor, dedication, 
and distinction. 

I am also pleased a judge from Mis-
sissippi will mark a historic day as the 
200th Federal judge to be confirmed by 
the U.S. Senate during the Trump ad-
ministration. Judge Wilson’s confirma-
tion represents a pivotal point in the 
President’s work to ensure there are 
more smart, conservative jurists in the 
Federal judiciary. Under the leadership 
of President Trump and Leader MCCON-
NELL, the Senate has prioritized con-
firming bright, well-qualified men and 
women who will serve our country for 
years to come. 

I am proud to support Judge Cory 
Wilson and urge my colleagues to ap-
prove his nomination. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 4033 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
I come to the floor today to urge the 
Senate to address the threat the 
coronavirus poses to our elections and 
to take immediate action to pass my 
legislation to ensure voters do not have 
to choose between their right to vote 
and their own health. 

Today is Election Day in Kentucky 
and in New York and in Virginia. There 
are runoff elections in North Carolina 
and in Mississippi, as well. As we 
speak, voters in the States are experi-
encing what it is to vote in the middle 
of a global pandemic. If the past few 
months are any indication, for many, 
casting a ballot today will not be safe, 
and it will not be easy. The 
coronavirus has caused unprecedented 

disruptions in the daily lives of Ameri-
cans. 

In order to protect voters and poll 
workers, this pandemic has forced us to 
make changes to how we vote. Sixteen 
States postponed their Presidential 
primaries or have transitioned their 
primaries to almost entirely voting by 
mail. We have seen Democratic and Re-
publican Governors across the country 
issue waivers allowing all voters to 
cast their ballots by mail during the 
pandemic. This includes States like 
New Hampshire, with a Republican 
Governor, and States like Ohio, where 
they have a Republican Governor who 
is focused on vote by mail, and States 
like Maryland, where the Governor has 
been devoted to vote by mail, and 
States like Missouri. 

While it is important that individual 
States are taking action to protect 
voters during this pandemic, we must 
remember that, in the end, this is a na-
tional pandemic. It is not just a pan-
demic in Vermont or in Utah; it is na-
tional. 

It is the responsibility of this Nation, 
of this Nation’s government, and of 
this Congress to ensure that States 
have the funds they need to make our 
elections more resilient and to make 
sure voters don’t have to risk their 
health to cast their ballots. 

When we have a national threat or 
international conflict, we do not expect 
an individual State to be able to re-
spond. In World War II, when Pearl 
Harbor was bombed, we didn’t say: Oh, 
Hawaii, you go deal with that yourself. 

We, in this Congress, have acknowl-
edged that this pandemic has national 
consequences in how we responded with 
the CARES Act and how the House has 
responded with the Heroes Act, which I 
hope we will consider very soon in this 
Congress, and just the fact that, when 
it comes to voting, this Congress, with 
bipartisan support—this Senate voted 
to give over $400 million originally to 
the States. 

There were some issues with how 
that money was given out that we are 
trying to fix, but, nevertheless, it was 
a downpayment on the fact that even 
in the beginning of the pandemic, based 
on what we had seen in Wisconsin, we 
anticipated that there were going to be 
problems for voting and that there was 
going to be a massive change in how 
our elections were held. 

You have States like New York State 
where only 5 percent of people have 
voted by mail in the past few Federal 
elections and States like my own State 
of Minnesota where, despite having the 
highest voter turnout in the country, 
only 25 percent of people on average 
voted by mail. Now you are seeing 
switch overs where 50 percent, 60 per-
cent of the people in every single State 
in the Nation are asking to vote from 
home or, in the alternative, they are 
asking for safe voting places by keep-
ing voting places open longer for early 
voting, by training poll workers so we 
do not depend on our senior citizens to 
be staffing the polling locations when 

they are the most vulnerable to the 
coronavirus. This is common sense. 

This is why you see Republican Gov-
ernors and Republican secretaries of 
state joining Democratic Governors 
and Democratic secretaries of state all 
across the Nation to ask for help from 
Washington. 

Today, in Kentucky, New York, and 
Virginia, election officials are putting 
more than $36 million of Federal fund-
ing to good use—funding to recruit and 
train new poll workers, to provide 
those workers with protective equip-
ment and sanitizing supplies; funding 
to pay for postage for mail-in ballots, 
purchase additional equipment, and 
cover the costs of moving poll loca-
tions to accommodate more people. I 
am proud of having fought to secure 
that funding. 

I appreciate Senator BLUNT, my col-
league, who I know is going to be here 
shortly and is the chair of the Rules 
Committee, for assisting in making 
sure that funding was designated, as 
well as Senator SHELBY, Senator 
LEAHY, Senator COONS, and so many 
others who have worked on this impor-
tant issue. 

It is a good first step, but let us re-
member these are still the primaries in 
a few States. If you talk to election of-
ficials across the country, they will 
tell you that it wasn’t enough and that 
they desperately need more resources 
for the general election when so many 
more people vote. Support from the 
Federal Government is vital because 
we have seen States struggle when it 
comes to administering elections dur-
ing the pandemic. We also know it is 
not as if they have a reservoir of fund-
ing right now to deal with, which is 
one of the reasons we want to pass the 
Heroes Act. 

Many of our State and local govern-
ments are struggling right now. That is 
why it is so important to designate 
funding as we move forward—and I 
hope we will soon discuss the Heroes 
Act—to be able to help pay for elec-
tions. 

Support from the Federal Govern-
ment is vital because we have seen 
States struggle when it comes to ad-
ministering elections. With fewer than 
6 months left before the general elec-
tion, Congress must act now to ensure 
that States have the resources and 
funding that they need. 

A lot of times you hear: Well, it is 
only 6 months, so why would we do 
funding now? Look at the fact that we 
were able to at least assure the States 
that the money was going to be out 
there for them a few months ago for 
the primaries, and they were able ei-
ther to spend their own money because 
they knew that money was coming or 
to spend designated money. That is 
how this works. 

We are no longer in a normal situa-
tion. We are in a situation where 
States are having to rearrange how 
they do elections all over the country 
to make it safe and to allow people to 
vote from home. We have seen the 
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