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crime. It lays out new requirements for
departments to explain their policies
on how, when, and why no-knock war-
rants are used. On behalf of the many
people looking for answers in my
hometown of Louisville, I am, unfortu-
nately, especially interested in that
provision.

In recent weeks, the Democratic
leader and many of our colleagues on
the other side of the aisle have in-
sisted—insisted—over and over and
over again that they wanted to con-
sider legislation on this subject prior
to the Fourth of July. My friend the
Democratic leader repeatedly ex-
pressed how eager—eager he was to
consider these issues here on the Sen-
ate floor, but now we read this: ‘“‘Sen-
ate Democrats are agonizing over what
to do about Senate Republicans’ police
reform proposal.”” What is there to ago-
nize over?

And we read this: ‘“‘[The] Senate
Democratic leader . . . faces a tough
call on whether to let a Republican-
backed police reform bill advance on
the Senate floor.”

‘““Agonizing”’? ‘“Tough call”’? It seems
to me that proceeding to consider Sen-
ator SCOTT’s legislation, proceeding to
take up the subject on the Senate
floor, would only be an agonizing pros-
pect if Members were more interested
in making a point than in actually
making a law.

For anyone who actually wants to
legislate, it shouldn’t be a difficult call
to vote to begin considering Senator
ScoTT’s legislation. It will be exactly
the vote which this moment demands.

Last week, I understand the Speaker
of the House herself said: “We’d like to
end up in conference’’ on police reform
legislation. The only way to do that
would be if the Senate passed a bill.
Even the Speaker does not seem to un-
derstand why Senate Democrats would
block this Chamber from even consid-
ering the JUSTICE Act.

Senator ScoTT and Senate Repub-
licans are interested in making a law.
The President and the administration
want to make a law, and even the
Democratic House leadership appar-
ently would be happy to see a con-
ference committee. So maybe the only
group left in Washington who are re-
portedly agonizing over whether to
block discussion of police reform or to
let it proceed seem to be our Senate
Democratic colleagues.

I hope that whatever strange polit-
ical calculations are making this dif-
ficult for our friends across the aisle
will yield to common sense and to the
American people’s hunger for progress.
We are going to find out when we vote
later this week.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

JUST AND UNIFYING SOLUTIONS
TO INVIGORATE COMMUNITIES
EVERYWHERE ACT OF 2020—Mo-
tion to Proceed

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 480, S.
3985.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 480, S.
3985, to improve and reform policing prac-
tices, accountability and transparency.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk for
the motion to proceed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 480, S. 3985,
a bill to improve and reform policing prac-
tices, accountability, and transparency.

Mitch McConnell, Cory Gardner,

The

Ben

Sasse, Steve Daines, Rob Portman,
John Cornyn, David Perdue, Joni
Ernst, James Lankford, Roger F.

Wicker, Mike Crapo, Thom Tillis, Todd
Young, Michael B. Enzi, John Hoeven,
Tim Scott, Lindsey Graham.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nomination, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Cory T. Wilson, of Mis-
sissippi, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Fifth Circuit.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

JUSTICE IN POLICING ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, the
American people are crying out for
major, significant changes in policing
in this country. Being killed by the po-
lice is now the sixth leading cause of
death for young men in America.
Young Black men are 2.5 times more
likely than White men to be killed by
police, while Black women are 1.4
times more likely than White women
to be killed by police.

As hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans of all ages and colors take to the
streets to demand change, we need leg-
islation that rises to the moment. So
Democrats introduced a bill 3 weeks
ago that would bring strong, com-
prehensive, and lasting change to po-
lice departments across America: the
Justice in Policing Act.

Our colleagues in the House are ex-
pected to pass that bill this week. How-
ever, here in the Senate, our Repub-
lican colleagues have responded to our
comprehensive proposal with an ap-
proach that is piecemeal and half-
hearted. The longer you look at the Re-
publican policing reform effort, the
more obvious are the shortcomings and
deficiencies.

The Republican bill does nothing—
nothing to reform the legal standards
that shield police from accountability
for violating Americans’ constitutional
rights. The Republican bill does noth-
ing—nothing to encourage independent
investigations of police departments
with patterns and practices that vio-
late the Constitution. The Republican
bill does nothing—nothing to reform
the use of force standard, nothing—
nothing on qualified immunity, noth-
ing on racial profiling, and nothing on
limiting the transfer of military equip-
ment to police departments.

The Republican bill doesn’t even
truly ban choke holds or no-knock war-
rants. It leaves major loopholes when
it comes to choke holds and only re-
quires more data on no-knock war-
rants. More data would not have saved
Breonna Taylor’s life. Allowing police
to use choke holds whenever they say
that deadly force is necessary is not
going to save lives.

We need a bill that achieves genuine
police reform. The Republican proposal
comes across like a list of suggestions.

I would repeat this important warn-
ing: If we pass a bill that is ineffective
and the killings continue and police de-
partments resist change and there is no
accountability, the wound in our soci-
ety will not close; it will fester. This is
not about making an effort or dipping
our toes in the water. It must be about
solving a problem that is taking the
lives of too many Black Americans.

This is not a time for studies or com-
missions or tinkering around the edges.
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This is not a debate about tax policy or
transportation policy. It is a matter of
the constitutional rights of the Amer-
ican people, and it is truly a matter of
life and death.

Unfortunately, Senator ScoTT’s bill
is deeply and fundamentally flawed. It
would not have prevented the death of
George Floyd or Breonna Taylor or
Ahmaud Arbery or Michael Brown or
Eric Garner, and if it will not stop fu-
ture deaths of Black Americans in po-
lice custody, then it does not represent
the change that is demanded right now.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. President, on COVID, over the
past several weeks, there has been an
alarming increase in the number of
COVID-19 cases in a number of Amer-
ican States. Florida, Texas, Arizona,
and North Carolina continue to report
thousands of new cases each day. State
officials in Texas and Arizona are
warning about the dire number of hos-
pitalizations. Anyone looking at the
facts would conclude that we need to
figure out what is causing these in-
creases and put measures in place to
limit this new spread of the disease.

But President Trump does not look
at the facts or try to understand them.
Instead, the President is so consumed
with his own ego, his own political in-
terests and perception of how he has
handled this crisis, that he is actually
downplaying the numbers and invent-
ing ridiculous excuses for why COVID-
19 cases continue to increase.

At his inadvisable and very poorly
attended rally in Tulsa on Saturday,
President Trump said that he told his
administration to ‘‘slow the testing
down, please,’”” so the number of COVID
cases will not look so bad for him. It is
amazing he said that. Don’t learn the
truth about a serious and deadly dis-
ease so he might look better?

He went on to say that testing was
“‘a double-edged sword.”” Let me break
the President’s statement down for a
moment. By calling testing ‘‘a double-
edged sword,”” the President means
that, on one hand, testing could be
good because it, you know, tells us who
has COVID-19, but, on the other hand,
testing might not be so good because
the more cases make the President
look bad. Who thinks like that in a
time of a raging pandemic?

White House officials tried to claim
the President was joking, but, today,
the Vice President denied that they
were just in jest, calling them ‘‘a pass-
ing  observation,” whatever that
means.

Regardless of whether he was serious
or not, the President’s comments are
factually inaccurate. The increase in
testing is not responsible for the in-
crease in the number of cases. In fact,
the rate of positive cases is going up in
many States, which means community
spread.

There is a lie sitting at the heart of
all of this. President Trump wants
Americans to believe that the number
of cases is going up because his admin-
istration has done such a great job on
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testing. The truth is, the administra-
tion can’t even get around to spending
the money Congress has provided for
improving testing and tracing.

Senator MURRAY and I sent a letter
last week to HHS Secretary Azar, ask-
ing him why the administration hasn’t
disbursed the $14 billion we gave it to
ramp up testing and the tracing capa-
bility. This $14 billion is just sitting
there, waiting for the Trump adminis-
tration to use it to help our country.
Senator MURRAY and I are looking for
answers. Why isn’t the money being
distributed when it is desperately need-
ed? What the heck is going on?

It is hard to imagine a more hap-
hazard, less-focused, and less-con-
sistent response from an administra-
tion during a national crisis. Whether
it is calling COVID a hoax or pre-
scribing bleach or having his ego-driv-
en rally over the weekend, the Presi-
dent Kkeeps reminding us that he
doesn’t take the COVID pandemic seri-
ously enough. Ironically, the best thing
about the President’s rally was that so
few people attended. Otherwise, the
risk of spreading COVID would have
been significantly higher.

U.S. ATTORNEY GEOFFREY BERMAN

Mr. President, on another matter—
there are so many matters and so much
trouble this administration is in that
it is hard to count, and you would prob-
ably need several hours to document
and talk about them all—last Friday
night, Attorney General Barr claimed
that Geoffrey Berman, the U.S. attor-
ney for the Southern District of New
York, was ‘‘stepping down.” A short
time later, Mr. Berman revealed that
the Attorney General was lying and
that he was not, in fact, stepping down.
Over the past 2 days, this sordid, ham-
handed plot by President Trump and
Attorney General Barr to oust a well-
respected U.S. attorney played out in
public view.

But for Mr. Berman’s principled
stand, the White House and the DOJ
would have subverted the chain of suc-
cession in the Southern District of New
York to install a pliant U.S. attorney
from New Jersey in Mr. Berman’s
place. Thankfully, due to Mr. Berman’s
courage, that plan was thwarted, and
Mr. Berman’s deputy will take over the
leadership of the Southern District and
continue its important work. She has a
fine reputation as a prosecutor and
someone of integrity. People of integ-
rity don’t seem to be welcome in this
administration.

Then the DOJ announced that the
President intended to nominate the sit-
ting SEC Chairman, Jay Clayton, to re-
place Mr. Berman. As the Senator from
New York, I will not return a blue slip
on Mr. Clayton’s nomination. Regard-
less, Jay Clayton should withdraw his
name from consideration and refuse to
be an accomplice to this scheme.

There appears to be no legitimate
motive to fire Mr. Berman, which
leaves the obvious question: Were
President Trump and the Attorney
General trying to remove him for a
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corrupt motive? Was it because Mr.
Berman, in the Southern District of
New York, was pursuing criminal in-
vestigations into President Trump and
his associates? The President certainly
has a pattern of firing government
watchdogs who are investigating his
misconduct or that of his associates.

We need an immediate, top-to-bot-
tom investigation into what transpired
with the plot to dismiss Mr. Berman.
So I have demanded that the Office of
Professional Responsibility at the De-
partment of Justice work with the Jus-
tice Department’s inspector general to
determine whether there were corrupt
motives for Mr. Berman’s dismissal
and, if so, discipline the officials in-
volved no matter who they are or how
high up they go. These two offices
jointly investigated the firing of U.S.
attorneys in 2006 during the Bush ad-
ministration and should do so again.

The Committee on the Judiciary here
in the Senate, led by Chairman GRA-
HAM, must also investigate what hap-
pened here, using its subpoena power, if
necessary. Senator GRAHAM seems to
be investigating President Obama and
Vice President Biden with 53 sub-
poenas. He certainly must have time to
investigate a serious problem that has
come before us right now. After all, the
abject refusal of Senate Republicans to
hold President Trump accountable for
his assault on the rule of law in the
country is what has gotten us here in
the first place.

The Senate Republicans refused to
stand up to the President when he fired
the FBI Director for investigating his
campaign. They refused to stand up to
the President when he made a national
emergency in order to steal funds for
the border wall. They refused to stand
up to the President when he dismissed
not one or two or three but four inspec-
tors general. They also refused to stand
up to the President when he tried to
bully a foreign power into helping him
in his reelection.

Every time the President breaks a
window, the Senate Republican major-
ity dutifully sweeps up the glass. Every
blue moon or so, a Republican Senator
will issue a mild rebuke of the Presi-
dent’s behavior or will pen a strongly
worded letter, but the response is never
commensurate with the offense. As a
result, President Trump knows there is
no line he can’t cross. He and his At-
torney General can fire a sitting U.S.
attorney without cause, perhaps for in-
vestigating criminal wrongdoing by the
President or his associates, and the
Senate Republicans would hardly bat
an eye. Will Senate Republican Sen-
ators ever say, ‘“‘Enough”?

NOMINATION OF CORY T. WILSON

Mr. President, finally, today, Leader
McCONNELL will move forward with the
nomination of Mr. Cory Wilson to serve
as a lifetime appointment on the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals.

Mr. Wilson is an avowed opponent of
the Nation’s healthcare law, calling it
illegitimate and perverse. Even worse,
Wilson has a lengthy record of support
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