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Additionally, several of these technology
platforms have said they want to adjust
their platforms to conform with the HIPAA
rules.

Another lesson from these three months is
that telehealth or teleworking or tele-learn-
ing is not always the answer, especially for
people in rural areas or low-income urban
areas who do not have access to broadband.

And still another lesson is that personal
relationships involved in health care, edu-
cation, and the workplace cannot always be
replaced by remote technology. Children
have learned about all they want to learn
over the internet, patients like to see their
doctors, and workplaces benefit from em-
ployees actually talking and working with
one another in person. There are some limits
on remote learning, health care, and work-
ing.

There are obvious benefits to allowing
health care providers to serve patients
across state lines during a public health cri-
sis. As a former governor, I am reluctant to
override state decisions, but it may be pos-
sible to encourage further participation in
interstate compacts or reciprocity agree-
ments.

Last week I released a white paper on steps
that Congress should take before the end of
the year in order to get ready for the next
pandemic. One of those recommendations
was to make sure that patients do not lose
the benefits that they have gained from
using telehealth during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Even with an event as significant as
COVID-19, memories fade and attention
moves quickly to the next crisis, so it is im-
portant for Congress to act on legislation
this year.

Because of this 10 years of telehealth expe-
rience crammed into 3 months—patients,
doctors, nurses, therapists, and caregivers
can write some new rules of the road, and
should do so while the experiences still are
fresh on everyone’s minds.

Mr. ALEXANDER. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

THE COOL ONLINE ACT

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to encourage all
Americans to join the fight to support
our Nation and our jobs and stand up
against the growing threat of Com-
munist China. I have been saying it for
months, but the best way each and
every one of us can make a difference
is to buy American products whenever
possible. It is time we addressed the
new Cold War occurring between the
United States and the Chinese Com-
munist Party and be crystal clear
about the negative impacts of con-
tinuing to buy Chinese-made products.

Communist China is stealing Amer-
ican jobs and technology and spying on
our citizens. Data collected by Chinese
companies is shared with the Com-
munist Government of China, which is
focused solely on global domination.
Xi, the General Secretary of the China
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Communist Party, is a dictator and
human rights violator who is denying
basic rights to the people of Hong
Kong, cracking down on dissidents,
militarizing the South China Sea, and
imprisoning more than 1 million
Uighurs in internment camps simply
because of their religion.

The coronavirus pandemic should be
the last straw. We can no longer rely
on other countries like Communist
China for our critical supply chain.
Washington politicians have been too
concerned with short-term political
success and have long ignored the long-
term threats to our way of life.

It is time for action. Now, more than
ever, Americans must remember that
every time we buy a product made in
China, we are putting another dollar
into the pockets of the people who
steal our technology, deny people their
basic human rights, and are propping
up dangerous dictators like Maduro in
Venezuela.

I am proud to lead my colleagues in
a bipartisan resolution calling on
Americans to buy products made in the
United States whenever possible. Buy-
ing American is not partisan, and I am
glad my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle are coming together to encourage
Americans to take a stand.

I know it is not always easy, but it is
an important step we can all take at
home to support American jobs, Amer-
ican producers, and American manufac-
turers and help build up the U.S. sup-
ply chain.

I am also working with Senator
BALDWIN to pass our COOL Online Act,
which will make sure all goods sold on-
line list their country of origin to cre-
ate more transparency for American
consumers.

In my State, we take immense pride
in products made in Florida. It is a
driving force that led to our incredible
economic turnaround. A return to this
pride in homegrown businesses ensures
America remains strong and the undis-
puted leader in the global economy. We
must all do our part to support our Na-
tion and make it clear to Communist
China that the United States will not
stand for their behavior.

I am committed to supporting Amer-
ican businesses over Chinese products.
I hope my colleagues will join me.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAMER). The Senator from Tennessee.
PROTESTS

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, for
more than 200 years, the American peo-
ple have exercised their right to peti-
tion the government for a redress of
grievances. We understand how very vi-
tally important it is for each of us to
have that right to petition our govern-
ment, to have our say.

But just as we learned from our
moms and dads when we were Kids,
there is a right way and there is a
wrong way to get things done when we
feel that, in our opinion, the govern-
ment has fallen short. I would under-
stand if this differentiation between
right and wrong sometimes causes con-
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fusion because, although the American
people are united in their desire for
justice and equality, that sense of
unity, they feel, is under attack.

Over the past few weeks, we watched
thousands of protesters peacefully
march in the memory of George Floyd
and countless other Black Americans
who have been killed—who have lost
their lives at the hands of law enforce-
ment. Sometimes these protests are
vigils, and they are very quiet. There
are other times they fill the streets
and they are a bit disruptive and they
demand accountability from their gov-
ernment in a way that has really cap-
tured the attention of the entire world.

On the other side, however, we have
watched professional agitators who
have come into some of these protests,
and then they have turned them into
riots. The self-prescribed culture war-
riors silence anyone and anything that
deviates from their own chosen nar-
rative, and that is very unfortunate.

The paths we take to achieve our de-
sired outcomes are informed by the
goals we have, not the other way
around. This is why we must question
the goals of those whose activism has
taken a repressive turn because peace-
ful protest is an essential element of
addressing government. That is how
you achieve change. That is how you
get people with you and working with
you. It is a part of who we are.

This absolute protection against sup-
pression in any form makes the recent
dismantling of meaningful public dis-
course all the more disturbing because
as you look back through our Nation’s
history, you realize freedom and free-
dom’s cause has been well served by ro-
bust, respectful, bipartisan debate—
hearing all voices.

Do you remember how sometimes we
would joke about the cancel culture be-
cause it was the product of social
media influencers and overenthusiastic
fan clubs? What we see now is that has
taken hold of the entertainment indus-
try, corporations, and editorial boards.
Outrage manufactured along partisan
lines dominates every news cycle, all
in an intentional and targeted effort to
divide the American people and, there-
by, what would that do? It destroys our
cultural identity. If this isn’t what
chilling speech looks like, then I don’t
know what does.

I would like to be able to say this
body stands united against this wave of
malice or that I am confident we have
demonstrated a commitment to real
reform, but I fear that we have not yet
arrived at that place. In spite of every-
thing, in spite of it being clear that
those who seek to divide and destroy
this country are working just as hard
as those who seek to unite it, other pri-
orities remain in play. This has become
especially evident today.

JUSTICE ACT

Last week, my friend and colleague
Senator TiM ScoTT from South Caro-
lina announced that he was leading a
working group with the goal of draft-
ing a comprehensive police reform bill.
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You all know what happened next. He
spoke about it just a few hours ago, but
I think it is important to get on the
record just one more time today that
he deserves our thanks, and he deserves
credit.

Before Senator ScoTT had a chance
to write a single word of his bill, some
of our colleagues on the other side of
the aisle were ready to shut it down. It
was stunning. Let me read you a few of
these statements.

Someone said they suspect it ‘‘is
going to be window dressing.”’” Another
said: “‘It’s so far from being relevant to
really the crisis at hand.” Another:
““This is not a time for lowest common
denominator, watered down reforms.”
And then there was another unfortu-
nate comment for which an apology
was offered late today, and that apol-
ogy was accepted. All of this is dis-
appointing. It is hurtful, yes, but dis-
appointing because this is a time when
we have to carry on. We have to move
forward.

Senator SCOTT announced the intro-
duction of the JUSTICE Act. I am hon-
ored to be a cosponsor of that legisla-
tion, and I think it is imperative that
we move forward with our discussions
and our deliberations just as we would
with any other bill. This Chamber is
going to find a way to move forward
with suggestions, but, above all, I urge
my colleagues to consider some of the
words that have been said. I urge them
to take those words to heart, and I
urge them to remember what we are
fighting for and to stop focusing so
hard on whom you have convinced
yourself that you should be fighting
against.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

POLICING REFORM

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, as ev-
erybody knows, this country faces an
extraordinary set of crises—crises that
are unprecedented in the modern his-
tory of our country.

Over the last several weeks, hundreds
of thousands of Americans have taken
to the streets and courageously de-
manded an end to police murder and
brutality and to urge us all to rethink
the nature of policing in America. In
the midst of all that, we continue, of
course, to suffer from the COVID-19
pandemic, which has taken the lives of
over 115,000 Americans and infected
over 2 million of our people.

Then, on top of that, we are experi-
encing the worst economic meltdown
since the Great Depression of the 1930s,
with over 32 million Americans having
lost their jobs in the last 3 months. In
the midst of all of that, enough truly is
enough.
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The U.S. Senate must respond to the
pain and the suffering of our constitu-
ents. Let us begin work today, not next
week, not next month but right now in
addressing the unprecedented crises
our people are facing. If there is any-
thing that the torture and murder of
George Floyd by Minneapolis police
has taught us, it is that we have to fun-
damentally rethink the nature of polic-
ing in America and reform our broken
and racist criminal justice system.

Let us be clear—and I think every-
body understands this—the murder of
George Floyd is not just an isolated in-
cident. It is the latest in an endless se-
ries of police killings of African Ameri-
cans, including Rayshard Brooks, Eric
Garner, Sandra Bland, Laquan McDon-
ald, Tamir Rice, Alton Sterling,
Freddie Gray, Rekia Boyd, Walter
Scott, and many, many others.

The American people are rightly de-
manding justice and an end to police
brutality and murder. And we have to
hear that cry coming from all across
this country, from large cities and
small towns, and the Senate must act
and act now.

Here is some good news in the midst
of a lot of bad news, and that is thanks
to a massive grassroots movement, the
Senate will finally begin to debate leg-
islation dealing with the police. That is
a good thing. The bad news is that the
Republican legislation, at least what I
have seen this morning, goes nowhere
near far enough as to where we need to
go.
Now is not the time to think small or
respond with superficial, bureaucratic
proposals. Now is not the time for more
studies. Now is the time to hold racist
and corrupt police officers and police
departments accountable for their ac-
tions. Now is the time to implement
far-reaching reforms that would pro-
tect people and communities that have
suffered police brutality, torture, and
murder for far too long. Now is the
time to act boldly to protect the First
Amendment right to protest.

Let me very briefly describe some of
the areas in which I think the Congress
should move with regard to police bru-
tality and the whole issue of policing.

First, and maybe most importantly,
every police officer in our country
must be held accountable, and those
found guilty must be punished with the
full force of law. That includes officers
who stand by while brutal acts take
place. Every single killing of a person
by police or while in police custody
must be investigated by the Depart-
ment of Justice.

We must create a process by which
police departments look like the com-
munities they serve and be part of
those communities, not be seen as in-
vading, heavily armed, occupying
forces. That is not what police depart-
ments should look like. We must,
therefore, prohibit the transfer of De-
partment of Defense military equip-
ment to police departments.

Further, we need to abolish qualified
immunity so police officers are held
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civilly liable for abuses. We need to
strip Federal funds from departments
that violate civil rights. We need to
provide funding to States and munici-
palities to create a civilian core of un-
armed first responders to supplement
law enforcement.

For too long, we have asked police
departments to do things which they
are not trained or prepared to do, and
we have criminalized societal problems
like addiction and homelessness and
mental illness, severe problems that
exist in every State in the country.
But these are not problems that will be
solved by incarceration. We are not
going to solve the crisis of addiction or
homelessness or mental illness by in-
carceration. We have done that for too
long, and it is a failed approach.

We need to make records of police
misconduct publicly available so that
an officer with a record of misconduct
cannot simply move two towns over
and start again. We need to require all
jurisdictions that receive Federal grant
funding to establish independent police
conduct review boards that are broadly
representative of the community and
that have the authority to refer deaths
that occur at the hands of police or in
police custody to Federal authorities
for investigation. We need to amend
Federal civil rights laws to allow more
effective prosecution of police mis-
conduct by changing the standard from
willfulness to recklessness. We need to
ban the use of facial recognition tech-
nology by the police.

Finally, and certainly not least im-
portantly, we need to legalize mari-
juana. In the midst of the many crises
we face as a country, it is absurd that,
under the Federal Controlled Sub-
stances Act, marijuana is at schedule 1,
along with Kkiller drugs like heroin.
State after State have moved to legal-
ize marijuana, and it is time for the
Federal Government to do the same.
When we talk about police department
reform, we must end police officers
continuing to arrest, search, or jail the
people of our country, predominantly
people of color, for using marijuana.

We need to ban the use of rubber bul-
lets, pepper spray, and tear gas on pro-
testers. The right to protest, the right
to demonstrate is a fundamental, con-
stitutional right and a right that must
be respected.

RACISM

But let us be clear. Police violence is
not the only manifestation of the sys-
temic racism that is taking place in
America today. Just take a look at
what is going on with the COVID-19
pandemic. In recent months, we have
seen Black and Brown communities
disproportionately ravaged by this
virus. We have seen workers, who earn
starvation wages, forced to go to work
day in and day out in unhealthy work-
place environments because, without
that paycheck, they and their families
would go hungry. These working class
families have, with enormous courage,
kept our economy and society together
in hospitals, in meat-packing plants, in
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