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We have seen an underbelly to our
country that has been difficult to
watch. Yet what we have seen, too, is
an outcry of the American citizens
peacefully protesting what they see as
inequities in their lives. When I look in
the crowd—I was right there in Wash-
ington last week when a crowd of about
150 protesters walked by me very
peacefully with signs and chanting in
solidarity. Most of the people in that
group were probably under 30 years old.
There were a 1ot of Black faces, a 1ot of
White faces, men and women, young
people who felt that lack of trust. We
look at how people have exercised their
First Amendment rights. It is a beau-
tiful thing to see. Unfortunately, it has
been eroded by some of the destructive
things that have come along with it,
but at the base of it, we are hearing the
same things in our States every day.

While we want to know that our Dec-
laration of Independence has lived up
to—and that the 14th amendment,
which guarantees that no government,
including State and local governments,
can deny basic constitutional rights,
we haven’t quite lived up to all of that.

A century passed before we passed
major civil rights legislation in 1964.
One of the sources of great pride for me
is that my father was one of the lead-
ing Republicans in the House of Rep-
resentatives representing West Vir-
ginia in 1964 who helped make sure
that passed. In my office, I actually
have a pen that was used in signing
that and a picture of my dad at the
White House when it was signed.

Our job is not done. When I hear the
voices of mothers who say that they
are fearful their son might not survive
a simple traffic stop or they must have
certain behaviors—as Senator SASSE
said, it is so different from what he
learned growing up as a young man
about how to interact with police offi-
cers in that situation. We can’t have
those anguished cries and that double
system anymore. That is what this bill
is about.

I am proud to be with Senator SCOTT
introducing the JUSTICE Act. It has
been interesting to watch him and all
of us listen to the different segments of
our society who have talked to us—
friends, neighbors, police, members of
communities of color, our religious
communities, our news commentators.
I did six interviews today on the TV
about this. Every single one of them
asked me one fundamental question,
and I wish some of my friends on the
other side of the aisle would be here.
They asked: You don’t have a very
good history in this body of having Re-
publicans and Democrats joining to-
gether to get something done. How do
you think you can do this now? I said:
Well, today we did. We did the Great
American Outdoors Act. Several
months ago we did the CARES Act. We
can do it. Where there is a will, we can
do it.

If we don’t do it, we are failing so
many people. We are failing ourselves.
We are failing our country, our com-
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munities, failing our law enforcement
communities. I would say that we need
to begin this job of a difficult conversa-
tion and make sure that we get this
bill onto the Senate floor and debate it
in front of the general public.

When we start debating things on the
Senate floor in front of the general
public, do you know what happens? The
same thing that happened during the
impeachment trial. I know all of us
were getting all kinds of input from
people all around. People are watching
it. They are seeing what is actually
going on. That is what we need. If we
want to have discussions on qualified
immunity, if we want to ban choke
holds, which I want to do and our bill
does, essentially, but if you want some-
thing more definitively, yes, I am all
for that. Let’s have the discussion and
talk about it in front of the American
people.

I believe that law enforcement has a
lot of great people who work in and
around law enforcement. They need the
equipment. They need the cameras.
They need to have the realtime evi-
dence—the realtime evidence of wrong-
doing and evidence of doing it right. It
is a protective device. Everybody
should have the availability of that in
law enforcement.

We also require that law enforcement
agencies retain disciplinary records on
officers and make sure that they check
an officer’s record from other agencies
before making a hiring decision. I kind
of thought that was going on anyway.
I sort of did. We need to make sure and
make clear that is what we absolutely
want to do.

The bill incentivizes State and local
police agencies to ban choke holds. As
I mentioned earlier, I am for even more
definitive language on that.

It also provides training in all kinds
of areas—deescalation or if an officer is
in a situation where another officer is
using overwhelming force improperly,
that officer is trained on how to inter-
dict that situation. We saw that hap-
pen in Minneapolis. Sadly, the officers
did not, but maybe they didn’t know
how to do it, when to do it, what form
it should take. Let’s explore that.

To keep our communities safe, we
need our police officers. We need trust
in our law enforcement. There should
be no conflict between a pro-civil
rights bill and a pro-law enforcement
bill. They should be able to be joined
together. This supports our police offi-
cers while bringing about positive
change that will guarantee equal pro-
tection to all of our citizens. The police
reform bill will make a real difference
in advancing our constitutional ideals
and in making our communities safer.

I am proud to stand with Senator
ScoTT, but I want to stand with the en-
tire body to talk about the ways to
make this bill even better, to take the
70 percent of this bill that we have
shared ideals on and shared ideas and
put those into action and to not dither
here, to not score political points, and
to say to the American people: These
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are tough decisions, and we are going
to make them. We are going to have
this where you can see it, right here on
the floor of the U.S. Senate.

So thank you very much. I am proud
to be with my colleagues.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

NOMINATION OF JUSTIN REED WALKER

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, we are in
the middle of a pandemic. The Presi-
dent of the United States doesn’t act
like it, but Americans are still dying
by the hundreds—several hundred al-
most every day.

We are in the middle of an economic
crisis. Again, the President of the
United States doesn’t act like it. He
crows about the unemployment num-
bers when they are the worst since
World War II.

And we are in the middle of a crisis
of conscience. Millions of Americans
have taken to the streets to protest the
murders of Black and Brown Ameri-
cans by the people supposed to protect
them.

With all of these challenges, the
President of the United States is fail-
ing. The Senate should be stepping in
right now to fill that leadership void,
to get more help to families and to
communities that are going bankrupt,
to protect workers—to use every tool
we have to force the administration to
get some kind of test trace isolate re-
gime in place to truly stop the spread
of the coronavirus. We should be listen-
ing to the protestors demanding justice
in communities all across the country,
large and small.

They remind us this pandemic isn’t a
separate issue from racial justice—it is
all connected. It is not a coincidence
that President Trump stopped even
pretending to try to fight the
coronavirus once he realized it was dis-
proportionately Black and Brown
Americans dying, not very often one of
his rich friends.

In the Senate, we have plans to get
help and protections to workers; we
have plans to fund a scale-up of testing
that gets us closer to the level we need;
we have plans to work to hold police
accountable; we have begun to tackle
the systemic racism in our justice sys-
tem.

Look at it this way: The last time I
was on an airplane was in mid-March. I
live close enough—6-hour drive be-
tween Cleveland and Washington. In
mid-March, there were about 90
coronavirus cases diagnosed in the
United States—halfway around the
world from where the Presiding Officer
likes to emphasize it came from,
Wuhan. About 900 miles from Wuhan is
the capital of South Korea—Seoul. In
South Korea, around that same time,
there were 90 cases. So South Korea
had 90 diagnosed cases; the United
States had about 90 diagnosed cases.

Since that date in March, fewer than
300 Koreans have died of the
coronavirus; over 110,000 Americans
have died of the coronavirus.
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In Korea, their unemployment rate
now is under 4 percent; our unemploy-
ment rate is somewhere between three
and four times that.

That is clearly the incompetence—
this is not a partisan statement. I have
watched my Republican Governor of
Ohio, who has done a good job, teamed
up with Dr. Amy Acton, the health di-
rector, in combating this virus early,
while the President of the TUnited
States was still blaming the virus on—
saying it was a hoax or not real or
whatever he said, and then his inept
leadership didn’t scale up testing,
didn’t have any national program to
provide protective equipment to our
people.

So we have seen the bungled leader-
ship out of the White House—110,000
Americans passed away, an unemploy-
ment rate higher than at any time in
my lifetime—but we are not doing any-
thing about that here in this body.
Why? Because Leader MCCONNELL
doesn’t want to do anything about it,
for whatever reason. Instead of rising
to meet the crisis of the pandemic or
unemployment or the protests on our
streets, Senator MCCONNELL wants to
create a new crisis by confirming more
extreme judges that are trying to take
away America’s healthcare.

The challenges we are facing as a
country are bad enough. Imagine if
Leader MCCONNELL and President
Trump get their way—their handpicked
judges throw tens of millions of Ameri-
cans off of their health insurance in
the middle of a pandemic. That sounds
farfetched? Well, no, it isn’t.

In the middle of a pandemic, this
President continues his lawsuit to try
to overturn the Affordable Care Act,
even though the voters have ratified it
through a number of elections in 2012
and 2014 and 2016 and 2018. It still
stands, but the President of the United
States is trying to take away people’s
healthcare. They are trying to sneak
ACA repeal through the courts since
they couldn’t do it in Congress.

While the rest of the country is dis-
tracted just trying to keep their fami-
lies safe, judges are deciding the fate of
America’s health coverage right now.

The nomination we are considering
this week—right now on the floor—of
Judge Walker is part of that effort.
Judge Walker has served in the West-
ern District of Kentucky for just 6
months.

What makes him qualified for the DC
Circuit? It is not the 6 months he
served in Kentucky. In fact, the bar as-
sociation in Kentucky said he wasn’t
qualified for that job. He has only had
it for 6 months. What makes him quali-
fied?

Just go down the hall. I am sure you
could have seen many, many times
Judge Walker when he was Law Clerk
Walker or Young Man Walker or
Grandson of Contributor Walker going
in and out of Senator MCCONNELL’s of-
fice. He is a protege of MCCONNELL’S.
He thinks the way MCCONNELL thinks;
he acts the way MCCONNELL acts; and
that is what it is all about.
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Before his nomination to the district
court, Walker ©praised then-Judge
Kavanaugh for providing a roadmap
the Supreme Court could use to strike
down the ACA. So it isn’t just that
Judge Walker is a young, unqualified,
extremist, far-right protege of the ma-
jority leader. It is not just that. I
mean, talk about the swamp. That is
what that is.

What it is all about is putting an-
other vote in a key place to overturn
the Affordable Care Act. He is calling
upholding the ACA indefensible and
catastrophic.

I don’t know how, in the middle of a
pandemic, you look at the American
landscape, you see how many people
have been sick—millions of Americans
have been sick—110,000 Americans have
died, hundreds more every day, and you
think one of the most important things
you can do is strip millions of Ameri-
cans of their healthcare.

He has continued his attacks on
American healthcare protections since
he joined the Federal bench. In March
2020, at his formal swearing-in cere-
mony as district judge, Judge Walker
said the worst words he heard while
clerking for Justice Kennedy on the
Supreme Court were the Chief Justice’s
rationale for upholding the ACA. The
worst words he heard from the man for
whom he was working were his words
to uphold the ACA, the Affordable Care
Act.

Now, what I forgot to mention was
that when Judge Walker said that at
his swearing-in ceremony, there were a
couple of important visitors there.

Although the Senate should have
been in session and finished our work
on the first round of the coronavirus,
Senator MCCONNELL—his office is down
the hall. As we know, Senator McCON-
NELL decided to adjourn the Senate and
go back to Kentucky for this swearing-
in. Judge Kavanaugh, another protege,
if you will, of Senator MCCONNELL’S
was there too.

So don’t forget, Senator MCCONNELL
is on the ballot this year. Senator
McCCONNELL faces an opponent who is
running neck and neck with him. It is
a very Republican State, but Senator
MCCONNELL is not a particularly well-
liked figure in his State, as we have
seen through many years.

So Senator MCCONNELL didn’t do his
job here. It is not just he didn’t do his
job. He stopped us from doing our jobs
so he could fly back, be with Supreme
Court Justice Kavanaugh, to remind
the voters in Kentucky that he is the
strong man who got Judge Kavanaugh
on the Supreme Court and then to cele-
brate the swearing-in of just another
young judge to a Federal district court.
That is where Senator MCCONNELL’S
priorities are.

We know Judge Walker is the latest
in a long line of judges pushed by
President Trump, rammed through by
Leader MCCONNELL, as his minions,
shills, obedient junior Senators or
sheep—you choose the noun for your
colleagues—all vote yes so you could
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put another member on another Fed-
eral court who is trying to take away
Americans’ healthcare.

Chad Readler, from my State, who is
now serving on the Sixth Circuit, led
the Trump administration’s efforts to
dismantle the entire Affordable Care
Act, and David Porter, who holds a
Pennsylvania seat on the Third Cir-
cuit, wrote that the ACA ‘‘violates the
Framers’ constitutional design.”

What kind of law training do you
have, and what kind of upbringing do
you have—what kind of way do you
think?—that you would think that pro-
viding healthcare to citizens is a viola-
tion of the Framers’ constitutional de-
sign? Who thinks that way? On and on
it goes.

The American people want to keep
their healthcare. They have made that
clear. They especially want to keep
that healthcare in the middle of, for
gosh sakes, a pandemic. Leader McCON-
NELL needs to stop trying to take it
away through the courts and start let-
ting us actually get to work to make
people healthier.

Let’s get to work to save lives from
the coronavirus. Let’s get to work to
save lives from police violence. Let’s
get to work to save lives from all of the
inequities in our healthcare system.
Let’s get to work to put money in peo-
ple’s pockets, help them pay the bills
and stay in their homes, and help State
and local governments from laying off
thousands and thousands of workers.

Leader McCONNELL, let us do our job,
the job for which we were elected.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.
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Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I am
here today to talk about the death of
democracy, and I am here today to talk
about how we can stand with those who
are fighting to preserve it.

In the United States, the death of de-
mocracy might seem like a distant and
unfamiliar thing. We study examples in
the history books. We read of nations
and peoples who are forced, through no
choice of their own, to surrender their
basic liberties. We remind ourselves of
the need always to stay vigilant, to
stay aware, but we are seeing today the
death of democracy unfold in realtime,
right before our eyes, in the city of
Hong Kong.

A diverse and global city, rich in cul-
ture and arts and commerce and peo-
ple, Hong Kong is an outpost of liberty.
For decades, under a special set of laws
and protections, it has stood as a haven
of liberty—a beacon, a light—but I fear
that light is fast dimming, nearly over-
come by darkness and by tyranny.

This body, along with all free peo-
ples, has a special responsibility to
take a stand for the freedom-loving
people of Hong Kong. We must take a
stand to ensure that the light of Hong
Kong does not go out forever. We must
take a stand to ensure that this out-
post of liberty lives on. We must take
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