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RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMPHIBIOUS
LANDING ON THE JAPANESE IS-
LAND OF IWO JIMA DURING
WORLD WAR II AND THE
RAISINGS OF THE FLAG OF THE
UNITED STATES ON MOUNT
SURIBACHI

Mr. GARDNER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 468, S. Res. 502.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 502) recognizing the
75th anniversary of the amphibious landing
on the Japanese island of Iwo Jima during
World War II and the raisings of the flag of
the United States on Mount Suribachi.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

Mr. GARDNER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to; that the preamble
be agreed to; and that the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of February 13,
2020, under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

SUPPORTING THE ROLE OF THE
UNITED STATES IN HELPING
SAVE THE LIVES OF CHILDREN
AND PROTECTING THE HEALTH
OF PEOPLE IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES WITH VACCINES AND
IMMUNIZATION THROUGH GAVI,
THE VACCINE ALLIANCE

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of Calendar No. 469, S.
Res. 511.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 511) supporting the
role of the United States in helping save the
lives of children and protecting the health of
people in developing countries with vaccines
and immunization through GAVI, the Vac-
cine Alliance.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part
printed in italic, and with an amend-
ment to strike the preamble and insert
the part printed in italic, as follows:

Whereas access to vaccines and routine immu-
nizations can protect children from deadly but
preventable diseases, reduce poverty, and con-
tribute to economic growth by enabling people to
live longer, healthier, and more productive lives;

Whereas investments in the development and
deployment of vaccines and immunizations can
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also help enhance global health security by re-
ducing the incidence of deadly and debilitating
diseases and containing the spread of infectious
diseases before they become pandemic health
threats;

Whereas, prior to 2000, resources for and ac-
cess to vaccines for children in the developing
world were declining, immunization rates were
stagnant or decreasing, and mnearly 10,000,000
children were dying each year before reaching
their 5th birthday;

Whereas, prior to 2000, it was common for new
life-saving vaccines to take up to 15 years to be
introduced in the world’s least developed coun-
tries;

Whereas, in 2000, the United States Govern-
ment joined forces with the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Orga-
nization, the World Bank, other donor govern-
ments, and representatives of developing coun-
tries, faith-based organizations, civil society,
and the private sector, including the vaccine in-
dustry, to create the Global Alliance for Vac-
cines and Immunization (now known as GAVI
or GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance), a public-private
partnership to expand access to mnew and
underused wvaccines, reduce the incidence of
deadly and debilitating diseases, prevent
epidemics, and save lives;

Whereas GAVI has since supported country-
led vaccine initiatives in 73 countries, enabled
immunizations for more than 760,000,000 of the
world’s most vulnerable children, helped avert
an estimated 13,000,000 deaths, and contributed
to a 70-percent reduction in the number of
deaths due to vaccine-preventable diseases;

Whereas country ownership and sustain-
ability are at the core of the GAVI model, which
requires each eligible country to commit their
own domestic resources to vaccination and im-
munization programs;

Whereas 15 countries have transitioned from
GAVI support and are now self-financing their
own vaccination and immunization programs, 3
more are expected to transition by the end of
2020, and an additional 10 countries are ex-
pected to transition by 2025 (in total, 40 percent
of the original set of GAVI-eligible countries);

Whereas GAVI has transformed the market for
vaccines by pooling demand from developing
countries, securing predictable financing, ex-
panding the global supplier base, enhancing the
competitiveness and security of supply chains,
and creating efficiencies that are expected to
generate an estimated $900,000,000 in savings be-
tween 2021 and 2025;

Whereas, in addition to its current portfolio of
vaccines, GAVI is working to support the roll-
out and scale-up of newly approved vaccines for
diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (DTP) boost-
ers, hepatitis B birth dose, multivalent
meningococcal, respiratory syncytia (RSV), rou-
tine oral cholera, and rabies;

Whereas GAVI also collaborates with the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative to bring
polio vaccines into routine immunization pro-
grams, strengthen health systems, and imple-
ment additional polio protections;

Whereas GAVI has made significant progress
in supporting the development and stockpiling
of an effective vaccine to combat Ebola;

Whereas GAVI is participating in efforts to
test and implement an effective vaccine to pre-
vent malaria, a disease that kills more than
270,000 children a year;

Whereas GAVI is already helping countries
maintain life-saving immunization programs in
the midst of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic to
prevent multiple outbreaks and further loss of
life from vaccine-preventable diseases;

Whereas GAVI also is working to help coun-
tries meet the threat of COVID-19 by providing
vital resources, training, and supplies to help
protect health workers and expand access to di-
agnostic testing;

Whereas GAVI will play a critical role in
helping to rebuild immunization systems so that
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once the immediate crisis is over, catch-up im-
munization campaigns can begin and COVID-19
vaccines can be introduced;

Whereas, in April 2020, GAVI joined the Ac-
cess to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator, a collabo-
ration of global health organizations aimed at
accelerating development, production, and equi-
table access to new COVID-19 technologies,
serving as the co-lead of the vaccines work
stream within the initiative;

Whereas, on June 4, 2020, the United Kingdom
will host an online virtual Global Vaccine Sum-
mit, GAVI’s third replenishment conference,
with an ambitious goal to raise $7,400,000,000 in
new donor commitments;

Whereas, with these additional resources,
GAVI plans to support the immunization of
300,000,000 children against potentially fatal
diseases and save an additional 7,000,000 to
8,000,000 lives between 2021 and 2025; and

Whereas the United States has been a leading
supporter of GAVI since its inception, and its
continued commitment will be essential to the
achievement of the alliance’s goals for 2021
through 2025: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the work of GAVI and its part-
ners for their efforts to erpand access to vac-
cines and immunizations for the most vulnerable
men, women, and children in developing coun-
tries;

(2) affirms the continued support of the
United States Government for GAVI as an effi-
cient and effective mechanism to advance global
health security and save lives by—

(A) reducing the incidence of deadly and de-
bilitating diseases;

(B) leveraging donor, partner country, and
private sector investments in health systems ca-
pable of sustainably delivering vaccines and im-
munizations; and

(C) reducing the cost of vaccines while pro-
moting supply chain security and sustainability;

(3) affirms the support of the United States
Government for the goal of securing at least
$7,400,000,000 in donor commitments for GAVI’s
third replenishment conference, to be held on
June 4, 2020, hosted by the United Kingdom;

(4) urges donor countries and private sector
partners to step up the fight against vaccine-
preventable deaths and increase their pledges
for the third replenishment conference;

(5) urges GAVI partner countries to continue
to make and meet ambitious co-financing com-
mitments to sustain progress in ending vaccine-
preventable deaths; and

(6) encourages the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in
cooperation with GAVI, to continue their work
to strengthen public health capacity to intro-
duce and sustain the use of new and underused
vaccines in routine immunization programs.

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment to the resolution be
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.

Mr. GARDNER. I know of no further
debate on the resolution, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing no further debate, the ques-
tion is on agreeing to the resolution, as
amended.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported
amendment to the preamble be agreed
to; that the preamble, as amended, be
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agreed to; and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble was agreed to.

The preamble, as amended, was
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, was agreed to as follows:

S. REs. 511

Whereas access to vaccines and routine im-
munizations can protect children from dead-
ly but preventable diseases, reduce poverty,
and contribute to economic growth by ena-
bling people to live longer, healthier, and
more productive lives;

Whereas investments in the development
and deployment of vaccines and immuniza-
tions can also help enhance global health se-
curity by reducing the incidence of deadly
and debilitating diseases and containing the
spread of infectious diseases before they be-
come pandemic health threats;

Whereas, prior to 2000, resources for and
access to vaccines for children in the devel-
oping world were declining, immunization
rates were stagnant or decreasing, and near-
ly 10,000,000 children were dying each year
before reaching their 5th birthday;

Whereas, prior to 2000, it was common for
new life-saving vaccines to take up to 15
years to be introduced in the world’s least
developed countries;

Whereas, in 2000, the United States Gov-
ernment joined forces with the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World
Health Organization, the World Bank, other
donor governments, and representatives of
developing countries, faith-based organiza-
tions, civil society, and the private sector,
including the vaccine industry, to create the
Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immuniza-
tion (now known as GAVI or GAVI, the Vac-
cine Alliance), a public-private partnership
to expand access to new and underused vac-
cines, reduce the incidence of deadly and de-
bilitating diseases, prevent epidemics, and
save lives;

Whereas GAVI has since supported coun-
try-led vaccine initiatives in 73 countries,
enabled immunizations for more than
760,000,000 of the world’s most vulnerable
children, helped avert an estimated 13,000,000
deaths, and contributed to a 70-percent re-
duction in the number of deaths due to vac-
cine-preventable diseases;

Whereas country ownership and sustain-
ability are at the core of the GAVI model,
which requires each eligible country to com-
mit their own domestic resources to vaccina-
tion and immunization programs;

Whereas 15 countries have transitioned
from GAVI support and are now self-financ-
ing their own vaccination and immunization
programs, 3 more are expected to transition
by the end of 2020, and an additional 10 coun-
tries are expected to transition by 2025 (in
total, 40 percent of the original set of GAVI-
eligible countries);

Whereas GAVI has transformed the market
for vaccines by pooling demand from devel-
oping countries, securing predictable financ-
ing, expanding the global supplier base, en-
hancing the competitiveness and security of
supply chains, and creating efficiencies that
are expected to generate an estimated
$900,000,000 in savings between 2021 and 2025;

Whereas, in addition to its current port-
folio of vaccines, GAVI is working to support
the roll-out and scale-up of newly approved
vaccines for diphtheria, tetanus and per-
tussis (DTP) boosters, hepatitis B birth dose,
multivalent meningococcal, respiratory
syncytia (RSV), routine oral cholera, and ra-
bies;
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Whereas GAVI also collaborates with the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative to bring
polio vaccines into routine immunization

programs, strengthen health systems, and
implement additional polio protections;
Whereas GAVI has made significant

progress in supporting the development and
stockpiling of an effective vaccine to combat
Ebola;

Whereas GAVI is participating in efforts to
test and implement an effective vaccine to
prevent malaria, a disease that kills more
than 270,000 children a year;

Whereas GAVI is already helping countries
maintain life-saving immunization programs
in the midst of the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic to prevent multiple outbreaks and fur-
ther loss of life from vaccine-preventable dis-
eases;

Whereas GAVI also is working to help
countries meet the threat of COVID-19 by
providing vital resources, training, and sup-
plies to help protect health workers and ex-
pand access to diagnostic testing;

Whereas GAVI will play a critical role in
helping to rebuild immunization systems so
that once the immediate crisis is over,
catch-up immunization campaigns can begin
and COVID-19 vaccines can be introduced;

Whereas, in April 2020, GAVI joined the Ac-
cess to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator, a col-
laboration of global health organizations
aimed at accelerating development, produc-
tion, and equitable access to new COVID-19
technologies, serving as the co-lead of the
vaccines work stream within the initiative;

Whereas, on June 4, 2020, the United King-
dom will host an online virtual Global Vac-
cine Summit, GAVI’s third replenishment
conference, with an ambitious goal to raise
$7,400,000,000 in new donor commitments;

Whereas, with these additional resources,
GAVI plans to support the immunization of
300,000,000 children against potentially fatal
diseases and save an additional 7,000,000 to
8,000,000 lives between 2021 and 2025; and

Whereas the United States has been a lead-
ing supporter of GAVI since its inception,
and its continued commitment will be essen-
tial to the achievement of the alliance’s
goals for 2021 through 2025: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the work of GAVI and its
partners for their efforts to expand access to
vaccines and immunizations for the most
vulnerable men, women, and children in de-
veloping countries;

(2) affirms the continued support of the
United States Government for GAVI as an
efficient and effective mechanism to advance
global health security and save lives by—

(A) reducing the incidence of deadly and
debilitating diseases;

(B) leveraging donor, partner country, and
private sector investments in health systems
capable of sustainably delivering vaccines
and immunizations; and

(C) reducing the cost of vaccines while pro-
moting supply chain security and sustain-
ability;

(3) affirms the support of the United States
Government for the goal of securing at least
$7,400,000,000 in donor commitments for
GAVT’s third replenishment conference, to be
held on June 4, 2020, hosted by the United
Kingdom;

(4) urges donor countries and private sec-
tor partners to step up the fight against vac-
cine-preventable deaths and increase their
pledges for the third replenishment con-
ference;

(5) urges GAVI partner countries to con-
tinue to make and meet ambitious co-financ-
ing commitments to sustain progress in end-
ing vaccine-preventable deaths; and

(6) encourages the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID) and
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
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tion, in cooperation with GAVI, to continue
their work to strengthen public health ca-
pacity to introduce and sustain the use of
new and underused vaccines in routine im-
munization programs.

———————

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED
STATES SHOULD CONTINUE TO
SUPPORT THE PEOPLE OF NICA-
RAGUA IN THEIR PEACEFUL EF-
FORTS TO PROMOTE THE RES-
TORATION OF DEMOCRACY AND
THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN
RIGHTS, AND USE THE TOOLS
UNDER UNITED STATES LAW TO
INCREASE POLITICAL AND ECO-
NOMIC PRESSURE ON THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF DANIEL ORTEGA

Mr. GARDNER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 471, S. Res. 525.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 525) expressing the
sense of the Senate that the United States
should continue to support the people of
Nicaragua in their peaceful efforts to pro-
mote the restoration of democracy and the
defense of human rights, and use the tools
under United States law to increase political
and economic pressure on the government of
Daniel Ortega.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with
amendments and an amendment to the
preamble, as follows:

(The parts of the resolution intended
to be stricken are shown in boldface
brackets and the parts of the resolu-
tion intended to be inserted are shown
in italics.

(The part of the preamble intended to
be inserted is shown in italic.)

S. RES. 525

Whereas the government of Daniel Ortega
has concentrated power and brought about
the progressive deterioration of democratic
conditions in Nicaragua;

Whereas recent elections in Nicaragua, in-
cluding the 2016 presidential election, have
been marred by irregularities and character-
ized by significant restrictions on the par-
ticipation of opposition political parties and
the absence of credible international and
local electoral observers;

Whereas Nicaraguan security forces, para-
military, police, and other actors working
under the direction of the Ortega regime
committed gross violations of human rights
and acts of repression, resulting in more
than 325 deaths, over 2,000 injuries, and at
least 800 arbitrary detentions during the
peaceful protests that took place in 2018, ac-
cording to the Organization of American
States;

Whereas a report by the Interdisciplinary
Group of Independent Experts, appointed by
the Organization of American States Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights, de-
termined that the Ortega regime used delib-
erate, lethal force against protesters and
committed acts of torture that meet the
international legal standard of crimes
against humanity;
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