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have also unfailingly answered the call 
to duty, providing vital services to sup-
port the Nation in times of crisis. 
Their service was never clearer than 
during the activation of civilian mer-
chant mariners amidst the Second 
World War. These men and women 
moved critical supplies to overseas 
troops and allies, while enduring the 
highest rate of casualties of any serv-
ice. More recently our domestic mari-
time workforce has respond swiftly to 
a range of crises facing the Nation, in-
cluding facilitating the largest boatlift 
in world history following 9/11 and the 
current and ongoing delivery of essen-
tial medical supplies and goods to com-
munities in need during the COVID–19 
pandemic. 

On this week’s centennial anniver-
sary of the Jones Act, I thank the men 
and women of the U.S. maritime indus-
try for their service, and I vow to con-
tinue to work here in the Senate to up-
hold the integrity of the act’s protec-
tions for our Michigan and Great Lakes 
workforce. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOE VANDEVER, 
SR. 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I pay 
tribute today to Joe Vandever, Sr., 
who was one of the last surviving Nav-
ajo Code Talkers. 

Joe was born February 5, 1923, into 
the Red Running Into the Water People 
clan, born for Two Who Came to the 
Water clan. He passed away 5 days shy 
of his 97th birthday, on January 31, 
2020, in Haystack, NM. 

Joe enlisted in the Marines when he 
was 19. He went through boot camp at 
Camp Pendleton and spent 6 months of 
intensive training learning the code 
and how to operate communications 
equipment to become a Navajo Code 
Talker. 

Navajo Code Talkers transmitted key 
military information through a code 
based on the Navajo language that the 
Japanese never broke. They partici-
pated in every major Marine operation 
in the Pacific theater and gave the Ma-
rines a critical advantage throughout 
the war. However, when they returned, 
they couldn’t talk about their work, 
which remained classified until 1968. 

In 2001, Navajo Code Talkers, includ-
ing Joe, received the Congressional Sil-
ver Medal. 

Joe epitomized the bravery and skill 
of the Navajo Code Talkers. Joe’s Nav-
ajo name means ‘‘going places,’’ and he 
certainly did during the war. Serving 
in the 6th Marine Division from 1943 to 
1946, Joe was stationed on 16 battle-
ships—serving from Samoa to Guadal-
canal to Guam to Japan to China. Joe 
translated messages from Navajo to 
English and set up communications 
posts on the frontlines. 

Joe was a spiritual man, and he pro-
vided spiritual support for others in his 
Marine division. He liked to tell a 
story about how he knew he would 
come home from the war. Before he 
left, he had been blessed in a ceremony. 

When he was in Guam, a bird he called 
a sheep-face bird—which was a Cassin’s 
kingbird—came to him. There were no 
sheep-face birds in Guam, and that bird 
gave Joe a sign he would return home 
safely. And he did. 

After he returned, Joe honored his 
Navajo traditions as a medicine man. 
He held many different jobs over the 
years—working at an oil refinery, in 
construction, and as a miner, pros-
pector, farmer, and chauffeur. For 14 
years, he was employed at the Gallup 
Indian Medical Center as a custodian. 

Joe was fiercely proud of the Navajo 
language. According to Joe, ‘‘Our lan-
guage is powerful,’’ and ‘‘we [won]the 
war with our tongue.’’ He wanted 
younger generations to learn the lan-
guage and counseled them: ‘‘Don’t ever 
leave your language.’’ 

Joe was a loving family man. After 
the war, he came home and married 
Bessie, to whom he was married for 73 
years, until she passed away on Sep-
tember 24, 2019. He and Bessie had 9 
children, 36 grandchildren, 55 great- 
grandchildren, and 1 great-great-grand-
child. He inspired them and encouraged 
them to pursue higher education, and 
he was beloved by them all. 

Joe lived a long life, and a good life— 
with kindness, optimism, good humor, 
integrity, and commitment and love 
for family and community. His light 
will continue to shine bright in his 
children and his future generations. I 
am honored to pay tribute to Joe 
Vandever who faithfully served our Na-
tion and his family and Tribe. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DARRELL WILLSON 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, today I 
rise to acknowledge the service of Mr. 
Darrell R. Willson, who is retiring as 
the Administrator of the National Gal-
lery of Art in July after a 50-year ca-
reer serving the public. 

Mr. Willson has spent the three past 
decades with the gallery overseeing the 
backbone of its operations—protecting 
and preserving its historic buildings, 
working to expand its footprint, and 
ensuring that it maintains a world- 
class staff. As an executive officer of 
the institution, he has worked closely 
with gallery leadership, executive 
branch officials and Congress—includ-
ing with the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations—to ensure 
that the gallery has had the people and 
resources it needs to fulfill its mission. 
During his tenure, the gallery has com-
pleted more than $400 million worth of 
renovations to the East and West 
Buildings and welcomed visitors to new 
public spaces such as the Sculpture 
Gallery and the Andrew W. Mellon Me-
morial Fountain. In short, his work has 
provided the gallery with a stunning 
backdrop to showcase its collection of 
more than 150,000 sculptures, paintings, 
drawings, and photographs to the 
American public. 

His work with the National Gallery 
of Art is not the only contribution on 
Mr. Willson’s resume that deserves rec-

ognition. Prior to joining the gallery, 
Mr. Willson worked for a decade at the 
Art Institute of Chicago, rising 
through the ranks to becom executive 
director of protective services. He also 
served the public as a local law en-
forcement official with the Waukegan, 
IL, police department. And of course, 
these positions are all in addition to 
his most important role—his service as 
a husband, a father, and a grandfather. 

Mr. Willson deserves to take great 
pride in all of these important accom-
plishments—especially his tireless 
work in support of our Nation’s great 
arts and cultural institutions—as he 
retires from the gallery. On behalf of 
the Senate, I send him our thanks and 
warmest congratulations for a job well 
done. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING RAVI ZACHARIAS 

∑ Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, the 
State of Georgia and truly the entire 
world lost an exceptional beacon of 
goodness and faith when Ravi Zacha-
rias passed away on May 19, 2020. How-
ever, our loss is Heaven’s gain. Ravi 
was a man of deep faith, love, and serv-
ice to others. He embodied the com-
mand of Jesus in Mark 16:15 to ‘‘Go 
into all the world and preach the gos-
pel to all creation.’’ 

Ravi first came to know the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ when he was 17 
years old, when a nurse read the Word 
of God to him while he was recovering 
from a suicide attempt. From that day 
forth, Ravi made it his mission to 
share with others the joy and faith 
which had rescued him from despair. 

In 1971, when he was just 25 years old, 
Ravi traveled to war-torn Vietnam, 
where he ministered in hospitals, mili-
tary bases, and prison camps. The trip 
nearly cost him his life. Yet he went on 
to travel to every corner of the world 
sharing the Gospel. 

In 1983, Reverend Billy Graham per-
sonally invited Ravi to speak at the in-
augural International Conference for 
Itinerant Evangelists in Amsterdam. 
This helped Ravi develop a new passion 
for apologetics. Not only did he want 
to spread the Gospel, he wanted to help 
train others how to defend their faith 
in a rapidly secularizing world. A year 
later, Ravi founded Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries to carry out 
this mission. 

Over the years, Ravi continued shar-
ing faith and love around the world 
through speaking engagements, books, 
and radio appearances, reaching untold 
numbers of people in need. 

Ravi built incredible institutions for 
sharing the Christian faith. He founded 
the Oxford Centre for Christian Apolo-
getics. He founded Wellspring Inter-
national, a humanitarian group helping 
women and children around the world. 
In 2017, he founded the Zacharias Insti-
tute to teach apologetics in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
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Ravi spent the last 36 years of his life 

in Atlanta. He is remembered as a man 
of kindness, joy, and steadfast devotion 
to his faith. He leaves behind his be-
loved wife Margie and three children: 
Sarah, Naomi, and Nathan, all of whom 
are carrying on his incredible legacy of 
faith and service.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LEE AXDAHL 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Lee Axdahl for his years of 
leadership to the State of South Da-
kota and our Nation as a strong advo-
cate for highway safety. 

Lee has always been a leader. Before 
becoming involved in highway safety, 
he had a successful career in radio 
broadcasting where he won numerous 
broadcast journalism awards, owned 
several radio stations, and served as 
president of the South Dakota Broad-
casters Association. 

Lee got his start in highway safety in 
2007 when he began working at the 
South Dakota Office of Accident 
Records as the statistical program 
manager. In 2010, when I was working 
as Governor of South Dakota, I ap-
pointed Lee to serve as director of the 
South Dakota Highway Safety Office. 
He was subsequently reappointed by 
Governors Dennis Daugaard and Kristi 
Noem. 

Under Lee’s leadership, South Da-
kota has experienced record-low traffic 
fatality levels, including a 22-percent 
decline in 2019. Under his leadership, 
the State of South Dakota has secured 
a record five highway safety program-
ming commendations in its most re-
cent National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration Management Review. 

Over the years, Lee has worked to 
implement the State’s award-winning 
‘‘Grim Reaper’’ public awareness cam-
paign and advocated for expansion of 
South Dakota’s innovative 24/7 sobri-
ety program to reduce impaired driv-
ing. He also modernized South Dako-
ta’s crash reporting abilities by adopt-
ing an electronic system, which has 
improved data submission periods from 
more than 4 months to less than 7 days. 

Lee’s impact on highway safety has 
extended beyond South Dakota. He has 
served on the board of directors and ex-
ecutive committee of the Governors 
Highway Safety Association—GHSA— 
most recently having served as its 
treasurer. In this role, he has mentored 
new highway safety directors from 
other States by offering insight into 
the successes of South Dakota. Addi-
tionally, he has served as the Federal 
Reauthorization Subcommittee chair 
for the GHSA, where he improved the 
Nation’s transportation policy in the 
FAST Act. 

I commend Lee Axdahl for his service 
to South Dakota and our Nation. I wish 
him the best in his future endeavors.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 

the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:14 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1548. An act for the relief of Maria 
Carmen Castro Ramirez and J. Refugio 
Carreno Rojas. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 732(a) of the United 
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement Im-
plementation Act (Public Law 116–113), 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2019, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing individuals on the part of the 
House of Representatives to the Inde-
pendent Mexico Labor Expert Board for 
a term of 6 years: Ms. Catherine Fein-
gold of Takoma Park, Maryland and 
Mr. Frederick Gibson Ross of Berkeley, 
California. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1548. An act for the relief of Maria 
Carmen Castro Ramirez and J. Refugio 
Carreno Rojas; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4807. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a legislative proposal to implement an 
essential benefit for the Federal agents cur-
rently employed in the Office of Secure 
Transportation (OST) at the National Nu-
clear Security Administration (NNSA); to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4808. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the fiscal year 2019 Annual Nu-
clear Weapons Stockpile Assessments from 
the Secretaries of Defense and Energy, the 
three national security laboratory directors, 
and the Commander, United States Strategic 
Command (OSS–2020–0399); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–4809. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Emergency Management 

Priorities and Allocations System 
(EMPAS)’’ (RIN1660–AB04) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 28, 2020; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4810. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Home Loan 
Bank Housing Goals Amendments Final 
Rule’’ (RIN2590–AA82) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on June 10, 
2020; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4811. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance Under 
Section 6033 Regarding the Reporting Re-
quirements of Exempt Organizations’’ 
((RIN1545–BN28) (TD 9898)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June 9, 
2020; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4812. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Agency’s Semiannual Report of the Office of 
Inspector General for the period from Octo-
ber 1, 2019 through March 31, 2020; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–4813. A communication from the Chair-
man, Board of Governors, United States 
Postal Service, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Postal Services’ Semiannual Report 
of the Inspector General for the period from 
October 1, 2019 through March 31, 2020; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–4814. A communication from the Chair 
of the Board of Governors, Federal Reserve 
System, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Inspector General’s Semiannual Report for 
the six-month period from October 1, 2019 
through March 31, 2020; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–4815. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Regulatory Affairs and 
Collaborative Action, Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Civil Penalties Inflation Adjust-
ments; Annual Adjustments’’ (RIN1076–AF49) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on June 10, 2020; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

EC–4816. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Regulatory Affairs and 
Collaborative Action, Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Tribal Transportation Program; In-
ventory of Proposed Roads’’ (RIN1076–AF45) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on June 10, 2020; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

EC–4817. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Regulatory Affairs and 
Collaborative Action, Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Education Contracts Under Johnson- 
O’Malley Act’’ (RIN1076–AF24) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
June 10, 2020; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs. 

EC–4818. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Regulatory Affairs and 
Collaborative Action, Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Standards, Assessments, and Ac-
countability System’’ (RIN1076–AF13) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on June 10, 2020; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 
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