January 16, 2020

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
MENT—AUTHORIZATION
EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. Chief Justice,
I ask unanimous consent that in rec-
ognition of the unique requirements
raised by the impeachment trial of
Donald John Trump, President of the
United States, the Sergeant at Arms
shall install appropriate equipment and
furniture in the Senate Chamber dur-
ing all times that the Senate is sitting
for trial with the Chief Justice of the
United States presiding, the appro-
priate equipment, furniture, and com-
puter equipment in accordance with
the allocations and provisions I now
send to the desk, and I ask that they be
printed in the RECORD.

The CHIEF JUSTICE. Is there objec-
tion? Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The documents follow:

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION FOR EQUIPMENT
AND FURNITURE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In recognition of the
unique requirements raised by the impeach-
ment trial of a President of the United
States, the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate shall install appro-
priate equipment and furniture in the Senate
chamber for use by the managers from the
House of Representatives and counsel to the
President in their presentations to the Sen-
ate during all times that the Senate is sit-
ting for trial with the Chief Justice of the
United States presiding.

(b) ScoPE.—The appropriate equipment and
furniture referred to in subsection (a) is as
follows:

(1) A lectern, a witness table and chair if
required, and tables and chairs to accommo-
date an equal number of managers from the
House of Representatives and counsel for the
President, which shall be placed in the well
of the Senate.

(2) Such equipment as may be required to
permit the display of video or audio evi-
dence, including video monitors and micro-
phones, which may be placed in the chamber
for use by the managers from the House of
Representatives or the counsel to the Presi-
dent.

(c) MANNER.—AIl equipment and furniture
authorized by this resolution shall be placed
in the chamber in a manner that provides
the least practicable disruption to Senate
proceedings.

SECTION 1. LAPTOP COMPUTER ACCESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—During impeachment pro-
ceedings against the President of the United
States, laptop computers may be used on the
floor of the Senate Chamber only in accord-
ance with the following:

(1) Two laptop computers may be used by
the impeachment managers and their assist-
ants.

(2) Two laptop computers may be used by
the counsel for the President of the United
States and their assistants.

(3) Two laptop computer may be used by
the Chief Justice of the United States and
the assistants of the Chief Justice.

(4) Laptop computers available to employ-
ees and officers of the Senate on the floor of
the Senate Chamber during a regular session
of the Senate may be used by such employees
and officers as necessary.

(b) USE OF LAPTOP COMPUTERS IN OTHER
ROOMS OF THE SENATE FLOOR.—During im-
peachment proceedings against the Presi-
dent of the United States, laptop computers
may be used in other areas of the floor of the
Senate (not including the Senate Chamber)
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by individuals described in paragraphs (1)
through (4) of subsection (a) and, as deter-
mined necessary, other employees and offi-
cers of the Senate.

(¢c) ENFORCEMENT BY THE SERGEANT AT
ARMS AND DOORKEEPER.—The Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate shall
take such actions as are necessary to enforce
this resolution.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TUESDAY,
JANUARY 21, 2020, AT 1 P.M.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. Chief Justice,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate, sitting as a Court of Impeachment,
adjourn until Tuesday, January 21,
2020, at 1 p.m.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 2:33 p.m., sitting as Court of Im-
peachment, adjourned until Tuesday,
January 21, at 1 p.m.

Mr. McCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
YOUNG). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

(Mr.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BRAUN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Senate has remained in session this
afternoon following the first meeting
of our impeachment trial. History will
not only remember today for the first
steps of the trial, but today was also a
tremendous bipartisan legislative ac-
complishment for the American people.

The Senate passed USMCA, President
Trump’s historic new trade agreement
with Canada and Mexico, by a vote of
89 to 10. Now this landmark deal, which
experts estimate will add tens of bil-
lions of dollars to the U.S. economy
and create 176,000 new jobs, is on its
way to the White House to be signed
into law by the President.

This was a major priority for farm-
ers, ranchers, manufacturers, small
businesses, and working families across
the entire country, and, today, the
Senate got it done.

We also passed another important
bill that will keep analogues of the
dangerous drug fentanyl designated as
schedule I narcotics. It will keep them
appropriately listed among the most
dangerous illegal drugs and keep this
important tool in the hands of law en-
forcement. The legislation also pre-
serves mandatory minimum sentences
for the criminals who unleash these
dangerous poisons on our streets.

Law enforcement officials from Ken-
tucky and across the Nation have been
pleading with Congress for months to
keep these tools in place. But our
Democratic colleagues have resisted
Republican efforts to make these tem-
porary measures permanent.
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Finally, this week, thanks to Chair-
man GRAHAM and the Judiciary Com-
mittee, we were at least able to get an
agreement to prevent these measures
from expiring for now.

There is a 1ot of work to do. Fentanyl
and these analogues are a plague—a
plague. They kill more Kentuckians
than any other illegal drug—nearly 800
overdose deaths in 2018 alone, just in
my State. The problem, of course, is
nationwide. We are going to stay in the
fight and keep working, but today’s
victory was an important step.

The Senate will next convene on
Tuesday. As I discussed this morning,
an impeachment trial is just about the
most serious business in which the U.S.
Senate can engage. The Founding Fa-
thers gave us this task for a reason.
They had confidence in the Senate for
a reason. They knew this institution
could do what was right for our Nation,
so I am confident that we can prove
our Framers right in the days that lie
ahead.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
19-66 concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Australia for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $1.50 billion. After
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan
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to issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.
Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 19-66

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Australia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $.50 billion.

Other $1.00 billion.

Total $1.50 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: The Government of Aus-
tralia has requested to buy long lead items,
engineering development activities, and
other defense services to support the Aus-
tralian Surface Combatant Program, includ-
ing the modernization of three Hobart Class
Destroyers, and construction of the first
three (of nine total) Hunter Class Frigates.

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Three (3) Shipsets of the AEGIS Weapon
System (AWS) in the MK 6 Mod 1 configura-
tion to support the Modernization of the Ho-
bart Class DDGs, including: AEGIS Combat
System Support Equipment (ACSSE); Weap-
on Data Recording Cabinet (WDRC) equip-
ment; Multi-Mission Signal Processor
(MMSP-R) equipment; Network, Processing
and Storage (NPS) equipment; Consoles Dis-
plays and Peripherals (CDP) equipment; Em-
bedded Training System (ETS); Kill Assess-
ment System (KAS); and Shipboard Gridlock
System (SGS).

Three (3) Shipsets of the AEGIS Weapon
System (AWS) in the MK 6 Mod I configura-
tion to support the New Construction of the
Hunter Class FFGs, including AEGIS Com-
bat System Support Equipment (ACSSE);
Electronic Equipment Fluid Cooler (EEFC)
equipment; and Network, Processing and
Storage (NPS) equipment; and Consoles Dis-
plays and Peripherals (CDP) equipment;
Shipboard Gridlock System (SGS); Embed-
ded Training System (ETS) and AN/SPQ-15
equipment.

Three (3) shipsets of the MK 41 Vertical
Launching Systems (VLS) for installation on
the Hunter Class Frigates;

Three (3) shipsets (2 mounts per ship) of
the Close-In Weapons System (CIWS) for in-
stallation on the Hunter Class Frigates;

Two (2) Australia AEGIS Weapon System
Computer Programs (one for Hobart Class,
one for Hunter Class), and associated com-
puter programs for AEGIS Combat System
components for installation on both the Ho-
bart and Hunter Class ships;

Six (6) shipsets of the Global Positioning
System (GPS)—Based Positioning, Naviga-
tion and Timing Service (GPNTS) Naviga-
tion Systems and associated Advanced Dig-
ital Antenna Production (ADAP) antennas
and support equipment for installation on
the Hobart and Hunter Class ships;

Six (6) shipsets of upgraded Cooperative
Engagement Capability (CEC) equipment for
installation on the Hobart and Hunter Class
ships;

Six (6) shipsets of Command and Control
Processor (C2P) equipment for installation
on the Hobart and Hunter Class ships;

Eight (8) shipsets of Multifunctional Infor-
mation Distribution System Joint Tactical
Radio Set (MIDS JTRS) terminals for instal-
lation on the Hobart and Hunter Class ships.

Non-MDE:

Also included are:

Three (3) shipsets of MK 34 Gun Weapon
System (GWS) modification equipment to in-
clude the Electro Optical Sight System and
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changes supporting Naval Fires Planner and
associated TacLink Control System for in-
stallation on the Hobart Class Destroyers;

Three (3) shipsets of MK 34 Gun Weapon
System components to include the MK 160
Gun Computing System and the MK 20
Electro Optical Sight System, and the Naval
Fires Planner and associated TacLink Con-
trol System for installation on the Hunter
Class Frigates;

Three (3) shipsets of: Mode 5/S capable
Identification, Friend of Foe (IFF) Systems;
Gigabit Ethernet Data Multiplexing System
(GEDMS); AN/WSN-7 Ring Laser Gyro-
compass Inertial Navigation Systems; WSN-
9 Digital Hybrid Speed Log systems; Com-
mon Data Link Management System
(CDLMS); and Global Command and Control
System—Maritime (GCCS-M) systems for in-
stallation on the Hunter Class Frigates;

Six (6) shipsets of AN/SRQ-4 Hawklink and
SQQ-89 Sonobuoy processing equipment for
installation on the Hobart and Hunter Class
ships;

Defense services for development and inte-
gration of a capability upgrade for the in-
stalled AEGIS Combat System on the Hobart
Class Destroyer, including Integrated Air
and Missile Defense capability and growth
capability for Ballistic Missile Defense;

Development, integration and testing sup-
port for installation of a AEGIS Combat Sys-
tem for installation on the Hunter Class
FFG, a Global Combat Ship Type 26 (BAE)
platform, including the integration of the in-
digenous CEAF AR 2 Phased Array Radar
(CEA Industries) with the AEGIS Combat
System (including Cooperative Engagement
Capability) and the primary radar sensor and
illuminator;

Integration of selected Australian provided
combat system components including Under-
sea Warfare and Ship Self Defense for instal-
lation on the Hobart and Hunter Class ships;

Integration of the MH-60R helicopter into
the AEGIS Combat System for installation
on the Hobart and Hunter Class ships;

Procurement and delivery of installation
support material, special purpose test equip-
ment, initial logistics outfitting, spares and
other ancillary equipment to support the in-
stallation and integration of AEGIS Combat
System equipment in the Hunter and Hobart
class ship platforms;

Development of technical documentation
to support both programs; provision of logis-
tics and other support services to support
the Hobart and Hunter Class ships;

Procurement, staging, delivery and instal-
lation support for AEGIS Combat System
equipment for the Hobart and Hunter Class
ships;

Provision of training support for cur-
riculum development, training tool develop-
ment, front-end analysis, and crew training
for the Hobart and Hunter Class ships;

U.S. Government and contractor represent-
ative engineering, logistics, and technical
support services; and other related elements
of logistics and program support for the Ho-
bart and Hunter Class ships.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (AT-P-
LFZ).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: AT-P-LCQ,
AT-P-GSU, and AT-P-GSC.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
January 14, 2020.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Australia—Australia Surface Combatant
(ASC) Program
The Government of Australia has re-
quested to buy long lead items, engineering

January 16, 2020

development activities, and other defense
services to support the Australian Surface
Combatant Program, including the mod-
ernization of three Hobart Class Destroyers,
and construction of the first three (of nine
total) Hunter Class Frigates which includes:
three (3) Shipsets of the AEGIS Weapon Sys-
tem (AWS) in the MK 6 Mod 1 configuration
to support the Modernization of the Hobart
Class DDGs; three (3) Shipsets of the AEGIS
Weapon System (AWS) in the MK 6 Mod 1
configuration to support the New Construc-
tion of the Hunter Class FFGs; three (3)
shipsets of the MK 41 Vertical Launching
Systems (VLS) for installation on the Hun-
ter Class Frigates; three (3) shipsets (2
mounts per ship) of the Close-In Weapons
System (CIWS) for installation on the Hun-
ter Class Frigates; two (2) Australia AEGIS
Weapon System Computer Programs (one for
Hobart Class, one for Hunter Class), and as-
sociated computer programs for AEGIS Com-
bat System components for installation on
both the Hobart and Hunter Class ships; six
(6) shipsets of the Global Positioning System
(GPS)—Based Positioning, Navigation and
Timing Service (GPNTS) Navigation Sys-
tems and associated Advanced Digital An-
tenna Production (ADAP) antennas and sup-
port equipment for installation on the Ho-
bart and Hunter Class ships; six (6) shipsets
of upgraded Cooperative Engagement Capa-
bility (CEC) equipment for installation on
the Hobart and Hunter Class ships; six (6)
shipsets of Command and Control Processor
(C2P) equipment for installation on the Ho-
bart and Hunter Class ships; and eight (8)
shipsets of Multifunctional Information Dis-
tribution System Joint Tactical Radio Set
(MIDS JTRS) terminals for installation on
the Hobart and Hunter Class ships. Also in-
cluded are: three (3) shipsets of MK 34 Gun
Weapon System (GWS) modification equip-
ment to include the Electro Optical Sight
System and changes supporting Naval Fires
Planner and associated TacLink Control
System for installation on the Hobart Class
Destroyers; three (3) shipsets of MK 34 Gun
Weapon System components to include the
MK 160 Gun Computing System and the MK
20 Electro Optical Sight System, and the
Naval Fires Planner and associated TacLink
Control System for installation on the Hun-
ter Class Frigates; three (3) shipsets of: Mode
5/S capable Identification, Friend of Foe
(IFF) Systems; Gigabit Ethernet Data Multi-
plexing System (GEDMS); AN/WSN-7 Ring
Laser Gyrocompass Inertial Navigation Sys-
tems; WSN-9 Digital Hybrid Speed Log sys-
tems; Common Data Link Management Sys-
tem (CDLMS); and Global Command and
Control System-Maritime (GCCS-M) systems
for installation on the Hunter Class Frig-
ates; six (6) shipsets of AN/SRQ-4 Hawklink
and SQQ-89 Sonobuoy processing equipment
for installation on the Hobart and Hunter
Class ships; defense services for development
and integration of a capability upgrade for
the installed AEGIS Combat System on the
Hobart Class Destroyer, including Integrated
Air and Missile Defense capability and
growth capability for Ballistic Missile De-
fense; development, integration and testing
support for installation of a AEGIS Combat
System for installation on the Hunter Class
FFG, a Global Combat Ship Type 26 (BAE)
platform, including the integration of the in-
digenous CEAF AR 2 Phased Array Radar
(CEA Industries) with the AEGIS Combat
System (including Cooperative Engagement
Capability) and the primary radar sensor and
illuminator; integration of selected Aus-
tralian provided combat system components
including Undersea Warfare and Ship Self
Defense for installation on the Hobart and
Hunter Class ships; integration of the MH-
60R helicopter into the AEGIS Combat Sys-
tem for installation on the Hobart and Hun-
ter Class ships; Procurement and delivery of
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installation support material, special pur-
pose test equipment, initial logistics outfit-
ting, spares and other ancillary equipment
to support the installation and integration
of AEGIS Combat System equipment in the
Hunter and Hobart class ship platforms; de-
velopment of technical documentation to
support both programs; provision of logistics
and other support services to support the Ho-
bart and Hunter Class ships; procurement,
staging, delivery and installation support for
AEGIS Combat System equipment for the
Hobart and Hunter Class ships; provision of
training support for curriculum develop-
ment, training tool development, front-end
analysis, and crew training for the Hobart
and Hunter Class ships; U.S. Government and
contractor representative engineering, logis-
tics, and technical support services; and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support for the Hobart and Hunter
Class ships. The total estimated cost is $1.50
billion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States. Australia is one of our
most important allies in the Western Pa-
cific. The strategic location of this political
and economic power contributes signifi-
cantly to ensuring peace and economic sta-
bility in the region.

The proposed sale will enhance Australia’s
Surface Combatant capability by modern-
izing their existing three AEGIS capable Ho-
bart Class Destroyers with the latest tech-
nology and capability, and delivering the
first three (of nine) AEGIS capable Hunter
Class Future Frigates. This sale enhances
Australia’s self-defense capability, while sig-
nificantly improving interoperability with
U.S. Navy AEGIS combatants in the region.
By deploying a surface combatant fleet that
will incorporate Cooperative Engagement
Capability (CEC), Australia will signifi-
cantly improve network-centric warfare ca-
pability for US forces operating in the re-
gion. Australia will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing this equipment into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

There are a significant number of compa-
nies under contract with the U.S. Navy that
will provide components and systems as well
as engineering services during the execution
of this effort, with a significant portion of
the effort to be performed by Lockheed Mar-
tin, Rotary and Mission Systems,
Moorestown, NJ. There are no known offset
agreements proposed in connection with this
potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require travel of U.S. Government and/or
contractor representatives to Australia on a
temporary basis for program support and
management oversight. No extended (long-
term) visits to Australia will be required as
part of this effort.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 19-66

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. This sale involves the procurement of
long lead material and services to support
the Australian Surface Combatant Program.
The AEGIS Combat System (ACS) to be pro-
cured to support the modernization of the
Hobart Class Destroyers is a multi-mission
combat system providing Integrated Air and
Missile Defense (IAMD) and a growth path to
Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) capability,
derived from USN AEGIS Weapon System
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Baseline 9 capability. In addition to ship-
board AEGIS equipment, this proposed sale
will provide software, documentation (in-
cluding combat system capabilities and limi-
tations), training devices and services, and
other technical support to ensure the proper
installation, testing and operation of the
provided equipment.

2. AEGIS Weapon System simulation soft-
ware, documentation, training and study
material will be provided a classification lev-
els up to and including SECRET. Delivery of
sensitive technological information, up to
and including SECRET, will be limited to
the minimum level of information required
to progress activities associated with the in-
tegration of indigenous combat system sys-
tems into the AEGIS Combat System. This
consists primarily of AEGIS Combat System
requirements and integration information to
support early combat system development
activities, in the form of documentation,
simulation software, and technical specifica-
tions. This information is sensitive as it pro-
vides limited insight into AEGIS Combat
System capabilities and requirements—as
tailored to the Australian AEGIS Combat
System configurations.

3. The Cooperative Engagement Capability
(CEC) is a system that fuses tracking data
from shipboard sensors and distributes radar
measurement data to other platforms with
CEC capability. This data is filtered and
combined to create a common tactical pic-
ture, based on available sensor data from all
platforms netted through the CEC system.
The hardware is unclassified with the excep-
tion of a Communications Security
(COMSEC) card which is classified SECRET.
The software and documentation are classi-
fied SECRET. All manuals and technical
documentation disclosure will be limited to
those necessary for operational use and orga-
nizational maintenance.

4. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures, which might reduce weapon sys-
tem effectiveness or be used in the develop-
ment of a system with similar or advanced
capabilities.

5. This sale is necessary in furtherance of
the U.S. foreign policy and national security
objectives outlined in the enclosed Policy
Justification. A determination has been
made that Australia can provide the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment.

6. All defense articles and services listed on
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Aus-
tralia.

———

REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 20, we celebrate the 91st anniver-
sary of the birth of the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. In the short 39
yvears that he spent on Earth, Dr. King
inspired more change, touched more
lives, and lifted up more voices than
most of us could hope to in many life-
times. With his message of compassion,
he shepherded a civil rights movement
defined by love and peacefulness, de-
spite the violence and hatred raging all
around. He bravely preached the equal
value of every human soul, and he was
killed for it. That day, we lost a cham-
pion for justice who can never be re-
placed.
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Nearly 52 years after Dr. King’s mur-
der, it is important to pause and reflect
on the profound impact that his dream
of peace and equality has had on our
Nation’s character. Dr. King’s legacy
includes expanded voting rights, more
inclusive housing policies, and the
legal prohibition of discrimination on
the basis of race. Not only that, but his
advocacy for economic justice illumi-
nated the ways that race and class
intersect in America, inspiring future
generations to demand freedom from
all vectors of oppression.

But today is also an opportunity to
reflect on what is still needed to make
Dr. King’s dream a reality. Our crimi-
nal justice system still operates as a
tool with which to surveil and sub-
jugate minority communities.

People of color, especially African
Americans, are still disenfranchised at
substantially higher rates and have to
navigate sophisticated voter deception
and intimidation practices in order to
exercise their right to vote. And White
supremacists are still marching in the
streets while the occupant of our coun-
try’s highest office proclaims that
there are ‘‘good people on both sides.”

It turns out that the forces of injus-
tice that Dr. King fought to eradicate
are strong and adaptable. Often, when
we think we have defeated them, they
have in fact taken a new, unfamiliar
form, or simply hidden below the sur-
face, waiting for an opportunity to
emerge. Sadly, there are too many in
power right now who offer platforms
and shelter to these forces. They
threaten to drag our country back to a
darker time.

We can’t let that happen. I appre-
ciate how daunting that imperative
is—goodness knows that I ask myself
all the time how I, just one man, can
possibly effect the change that I hope
to see in the world. But it helps to re-
member that Martin Luther King was
also just one man, one ordinary man
called to an extraordinary mission.

So all we need to do is model our-
selves in Dr. King’s image. Easy, right?
Maybe not. But a good way to start is
to recall his lesson that ‘‘life’s most
persistent question is: what are you
doing for others?” Dr. King taught us
that justice doesn’t have to be sweep-
ing and grand—it can be quiet; it can
take root in small moments. The world
that he envisioned can be planted with
good deeds between neighbors, helping
hands offered to friends, and displays of
empathy for complete strangers.

When we do these things, we recog-
nize each other’s humanity, we bond
ourselves to one another, and then we
come to see that none of us is striving
alone for a better world. That together-
ness, that solidarity, will always win
out over hatred and fear.

Another thing we can do is support
the systems and institutions that have
the power to uphold equality. This is
where I make my plug for the census.
The upcoming decennial census will be
used to determine congressional rep-
resentation and the fair distribution of
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