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We recently opened negotiations on a 

new trade deal with the United King-
dom, which has been using Huawei 
technology to build its 5G networks. I 
am pleased that it now looks like the 
UK is reconsidering its use of Huawei 
components. I hope they will decide to 
reject the suspect technology. 

I hope the trade negotiations will 
emphasize the importance of using 
trusted companies to build out the 
UK’s telecommunications networks. 
The security of our communications 
with our trading partners and allies— 
particularly those allies like Britain— 
needs to be a priority. 

As we move forward into the 5G fu-
ture, we need to make sure that our 
technological advancements are 
matched with advancements and net-
work security. That starts with keep-
ing Huawei and other suspect tech-
nology out of our networks and, if at 
all possible, out of the networks of our 
allies. 

I will continue to do everything I can 
to ensure that we have not only the in-
frastructure but the security needed to 
keep American networks at the fore-
front of the telecommunications revo-
lution. 

Before I close, let me just say one 
more word about China. As I said ear-
lier, China’s coronavirus deception is 
undoubtedly partly responsible for the 
fact that this virus has now spread to 
every corner of the world. China’s re-
cent actions with regard to Hong Kong 
underscore the hostility of the Chinese 
Government to the values that free-
dom-loving countries hold dear. 

China has a lot of work to do if it 
ever hopes to rebuild trust with other 
nations. At a bare minimum, we expect 
China to uphold its recent trade com-
mitments, which are critical to Amer-
ica’s hard-hit farmers and ranchers. I 
will be looking, and our entire govern-
ment will be looking, to see if China’s 
word on trade agreements can be relied 
upon. I hope that the Chinese Govern-
ment will live up to its commitments. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Ohio. 
Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that following my 
remarks, the senior Senator from Okla-
homa is recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
CORONAVIRUS 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I 
note with some interest that one Re-
publican colleague after another comes 
to the floor—their ‘‘protect the Presi-
dent at all costs’’ colleagues, no matter 
what he does, no matter what he says, 
no matter how he acts, no matter how 
incompetent, no matter how divisive— 
and continues to point their fingers at 
the Chinese for the coronavirus. God 
knows, China deserves heaps of blame 
for the outbreak in the early spread of 
the coronavirus. There is no question 
they deserve a lot of blame for the out-
break in the early spread, and they are 

lying about it. But keep in mind that 
we are 5 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, and 30 percent of the deaths 
from the coronavirus have been Ameri-
cans. This President continues to make 
excuses and point fingers. And the 
compliant, always obedient, sheeplike 
Members of the Republican caucus con-
ference of the Senate continue to stay 
quiet, continue to do nothing about 
this President’s behavior and the 
105,000 deaths from coronavirus in this 
country. 

PROTESTS 
Mr. President, the protests around 

our State, throughout our country, are 
an expression of fear and grief and frus-
tration and of anger. Black commu-
nities led the Nation in mourning the 
killings of George Floyd and Breonna 
Taylor over the last week. They are 
now leading calls for justice and long- 
term changes to dismantle the systems 
of oppression that hold them back. 

Instead of listening to those calls 
from the people who built this country, 
instead of offering leadership and ris-
ing to meet this moment—as every one 
of his predecessors of both parties did 
in times of trouble for our country— 
President Trump fails yet again. In-
stead of uniting, he divides. Instead of 
comforting, he stokes fear. He points 
fingers. He places blame. Instead of 
healing, he rubs salt in the open 
wounds of Black Americans. 

On Monday night, the President of 
the United States turned the arm of 
the state on peaceful protesters—we 
saw the video—tear-gassing the citi-
zens he is supposed to serve, all so he 
could walk across the street and stage 
a photo op at a church he doesn’t at-
tend and hold up a Bible that he 
doesn’t read. The timid—you choose 
the adjective—timid, cowardly, spine-
less Republican colleagues in this Sen-
ate just remained silent. How offended 
they would have been if a Democratic 
President had done what this President 
does and fails to do—the tear-gassing 
of citizens he is supposed to serve, the 
photo op at a church, the holding up of 
the Bible he doesn’t read, the excuses, 
the divisiveness, all of that. 

People are tired. People are angry: 
more Black sons and daughters and 
mothers and fathers killed by police of-
ficers—the very people who are sup-
posed to protect all Americans; more 
death, when many are already griev-
ing—so many in the Black community 
already grieving the loss of family 
members and friends for the 
coronavirus, grappling with the eco-
nomic stress this pandemic has caused. 

The pandemic has been the ‘‘great re-
vealer.’’ We know Black and Brown 
communities have been hit hardest by 
the coronavirus. They are more likely 
to get sick. They have less access to 
healthcare. They make up the commu-
nities hurt by Jim Crow laws and red-
lining and now the locking in of those 
rules and regulations by the Trump ad-
ministration. Black and Brown com-
munities disproportionately make up 
our essential workers. It is not because 

they don’t work as hard. It is not be-
cause of individual choices. We all 
work hard. We are all trying to do 
something productive for our families 
and our communities. We all want to 
build a better country for our daugh-
ters and our sons. No; it is because of a 
racist system that is making it harder 
for their work to pay off and putting at 
risk their lives for generations, long 
before this virus appeared. 

A grocery store worker in Cincinnati 
said to me: They tell me I am essential, 
but I feel expendable. I don’t feel safe 
at work, and they don’t pay me very 
much. I feel expendable. 

Long before this pandemic, millions 
of Americans knew we had a system 
that treats them like they are expend-
able. Their hard work isn’t paying off. 
For some, it feels like the system is 
broken. For Black and Brown workers, 
it never worked to begin with. 

In the midst of the trauma and the 
grieving, millions of those same Ameri-
cans still go to work day after day, 
week after week, in grocery stores, as 
delivery people, in drugstores, as bus-
drivers, and the people who do the 
linen and change the beds in hospitals, 
the food service workers, the 
custodians, the security people, the 
first responders. In the midst of the 
trauma and grieving, those same Amer-
icans—millions of them—still go to 
work day after day, week after week. 

Our job is to show the victims of sys-
temic racism at the hands of their own 
government that the same government 
can and will protect them from this 
pandemic. We hear them. We see them. 
We fight for them. Their lives matter. 

Our response to this crisis must be to 
stand behind all the people who make 
this country work, all workers, wheth-
er you swipe a badge or punch a clock, 
whether you earn a salary or make 
tips, whether you are raising children 
or caring for an aging parent; all work-
ers, whether your hard work isn’t pay-
ing off now or whether it never paid off 
the way it should. 

Dr. King said: 
One day our society will come to respect 

the sanitation worker. For the person who 
picks up our garbage, in the final analysis, is 
as significant as the physician, for if he 
doesn’t do his job, diseases are rampant. All 
labor has dignity. 

It is Black and Brown workers who 
have too often, far too long, far too 
often been robbed of their dignity on 
the job. If we want to be a country 
where all people have dignity, we need 
to start by recognizing that all labor 
has dignity. But so far, our response to 
the crisis is not the response of a gov-
ernment that believes that. This Sen-
ate, this President, can always find 
trillions of dollars for corporations— 
for tax cuts, for bailouts. But when 
hard-working families need help with 
rent or to put food on the table, Presi-
dent Trump and Leader MCCONNELL 
say we can’t afford it. 

The President and the administra-
tion have already made racial and eco-
nomic inequality worse and undone 
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civil rights protections. They have 
been pretty clear that they are willing 
to put American workers’ lives at 
risk—to reopen stockyards or just to 
juice the stock market. 

President Trump and his administra-
tion believe that millions of Americans 
are expendable. It is not a coincidence 
that many of the people they consider 
expendable are Black and Brown work-
ers. 

Since the President is unwilling to 
protect people—whether that is pro-
tecting their lives or protecting their 
financial future—we in the Senate 
must fill the leadership void. As we do 
that, we work for change. We need to 
be clear that part of leading is listen-
ing. 

The best ideas don’t come out of 
Washington—the solutions we need to 
fix the justice system, to address 
wealth inequality, to reverse dispari-
ties in healthcare, to help communities 
that have been hurt by redlining and 
Jim Crow laws and so much more. 

Whenever we talk about this, when-
ever people bring up the ways the sys-
tem has failed so many Americans on 
the Senate floor or at a protest march, 
there are always naysayers—almost al-
ways White, usually men, often pretty 
well-off—who say: How can you be so 
negative? Why do you want to dwell on 
all the worst parts of our history? 
Don’t you love our country? 

My response to our country’s 
naysayers and sunshine patriots is this: 
How can you be so pessimistic as to be-
lieve that this is the best our country 
can do? Do you really think the Amer-
ican people, with our ingenuity and our 
optimism and tenacity—do you really 
think the American people can’t create 
a fair economy and a more just govern-
ment? Do you truly believe we can’t 
have a society that works for every-
one—Black and White and Brown, 
women and men—no matter who you 
are, no matter what kind of work you 
do? Protesting, working for change, or-
ganizing, demanding our country do 
better—those are some of the most pa-
triotic things any of us can do. 

I love my country. If you love this 
country, you fight for the people who 
make it work, all of them. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair would remind Senators that 
under rule XIX, it is provided that ‘‘no 
Senator in debate shall, directly or in-
directly, by any form of words impute 
to another Senator or to other Sen-
ators any conduct or motive unworthy 
or unbecoming a Senator.’’ 

The Senator from Oklahoma is recog-
nized. 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I 
want to respond to the accusations 
that were made. And I worded that 
carefully not to violate any rules. I am 
going to do that. 

I see kind of an active desperation 
that is creeping in on statements and 
things that are said about other people. 
And right now, we are experiencing 
some things that actually are a suc-
cess. 

I want to respond to some of the ac-
cusations that were made. First, I have 
something else to do that is kind of an 
awkward thing to be doing at this time 
because I am going to go back to talk 
about something that happened not 
yesterday or this week but back in 
1983. I think it is important that we do 
this. About every 10 years I do this. 
And we are going to be successful now 
because I have a commitment from the 
President that he is going to stay 
hitched on an issue—a huge issue in 
the past. 

In 1983, not much was known about 
Iran’s efforts to train and arm the rad-
ical proxies and to kill Americans and 
to kill our partners and our allies. Peo-
ple know now. In fact, only a few years 
earlier, Ayatollah Khamenei led a vio-
lent revolution in Iran. Khamenei’s re-
gime introduced himself to the world 
by taking American diplomats hostage 
for 444 days—444 days. We all remember 
when that happened. That was some-
thing unprecedented. It was all tied 
into Khamenei. Of course, he used 
other people. Nothing has changed 
since that time. 

Nonetheless, for the next decade, 
until his death in 1989, Khamenei was 
the ruthless face of an Iranian regime 
that applied a brutal version of reli-
gious law, murdered innocent people, 
suppressed religious and ethnic minori-
ties, and supported radical Islamists. 

He hated Western value, and he hated 
the freedoms that we enjoy. Almost 4 
years into his rule as Supreme Leader, 
October 23, 1983, 241 Americans, both 
U.S. marines and other service per-
sonnel serving a peace mission in Bei-
rut, were attacked at their barracks by 
a truck that was carrying 2,000 pounds 
of explosives by terrorists who were 
armed and trained by Iran. That was in 
1983. Two hundred and forty-one died. 

These terrorists later became what 
we know as Hezbollah. That is the first 
time they surfaced and were identified 
as they are today, as an arm of Iran. 
Hezbollah struck. 

In 2003, 20 years after the attack on 
our marines, the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia 
ruled in a civil suit brought by the 
families of the victims—the 241 who 
were killed—that Iran had used 
Hezbollah as a proxy to bomb the Ma-
rine barracks in Beirut on that October 
day. 

Not much has changed with Iran, un-
fortunately. It is the same way they 
operate now. They don’t play by the 
rules. They never have. They are ter-
rorists. They are worse than terrorists. 
They are the ones who are training the 
terrorists. That became even more ap-
parent when we began to learn more 
about their ties to Islamist terror orga-
nizations and how they use proxy orga-
nizations, with no true allegiance but 
on behalf of a twisted interpretation of 
Islamic religious text, to murder and 
then sneak back into the shadows. 
That is the way they operated, and 
that is the way they operate today. 

It happened under Ayatollah 
Khamenei, and it happens under the 

current Supreme Leader as well. Noth-
ing has really changed. A lot of years 
have gone by. A lot of people have died. 

As I speak here on the floor, Iran is 
providing weapons and cover for the 
Houthi rebels, who are committing un-
thinkable atrocities in Yemen. Iran has 
continued to support terrorist groups 
that threaten our personnel in Iraq. It 
has repeatedly attacked our partners 
across the region. What is even worse 
is Iran seeks a nuclear weapon capa-
bility, and President Obama’s Iran deal 
would have, ultimately, let it have ex-
actly what it wanted. 

Fortunately, we now have a Presi-
dent who takes a strong stance against 
Iran with the imposing of sanctions 
and the pulling out of the flawed Iran 
nuclear deal that the previous adminis-
tration put us in. 

By the way, I had a joyful conversa-
tion for a half an hour yesterday with 
Netanyahu, the Prime Minister of 
Israel. He was reminding me that I was 
in Israel and in the Prime Minister’s 
office at the very moment that Presi-
dent Trump pulled out of the Iran deal, 
and I had never seen him so jubilant. 
We just talked about that yesterday. 

Go back now to October 23, 1983, 
when 241 Americans were killed by an 
Iranian-backed suicide bomber. It was 
a terrible day in U.S. history, and, in 
2003, a U.S. court ruled that Iran was 
responsible. That suit against Iran, 
brought by the victims’ families—the 
families of the 241 who died—provided 
punitive and compensatory relief in the 
form of Iranian assets. In 2007, the dis-
trict court judge awarded just over $2.5 
billion to the families of those mur-
dered in that atrocity. 

Our work isn’t done now. You would 
think that it would be, but it is not be-
cause there is nearly $1.7 billion in 
laundered Iranian assets in a Luxem-
bourg bank named Clear Street, and we 
need to make sure that it stays there. 
Yet I have this gnawing feeling that, 
once something is over in Luxembourg 
or someplace like that, all of a sudden, 
you wake up and find that Iran has $1.7 
billion it is not entitled to in order to 
spread terrorism throughout the world. 

In last year’s NDAA—now, the NDAA 
is the largest bill we do each year. I 
chair the defense authorization. It is 
called the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act. We pass it every year. We in-
cluded language that made those assets 
available to the victims’ families, and 
the President signed it. I talked to the 
President, and he is anxious to do this. 
We have one obstacle that we have to 
get past, which is some activity by the 
second circuit where it is now being 
played out. 

President Trump has been a firm 
leader against the aggressive Iran, and 
I certainly stand with him. That is why 
this is a clear opportunity to continue 
President Trump’s maximum pressure 
campaign against the current Iranian 
regime so as to ensure these assets do 
not return to Iran, where they would 
surely be used to help the proxy orga-
nization, such as Hezbollah. 
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I trust our Department of Justice 

with this, and I am glad we have a 
President who has made this a top pri-
ority—making sure the families of 
those 241 victims who were killed in 
Beirut receive this money as opposed 
to having the money go back. 

PROTESTS 
Mr. President, in responding to a 

couple of things that were said a few 
minutes ago, we all know this is a real-
ly trying time for our Nation. I begin 
with the obvious, which is what hap-
pened to George Floyd was a crime. It 
was a horrible crime, and it has caused 
a groundswell of people joining to-
gether and standing against injustice 
and hate, not just for George Floyd but 
for so many others. 

Protests are meaningful and positive 
events—standing up for dignity and re-
spect for all people. Protesting is a 
cherished part of our democratic soci-
ety that is enshrined in the First 
Amendment. The rights of peaceful 
protest should be supported and cele-
brated, period. We understand that. 
Yet those protests are not the same as 
the dangerous, destructive activity we 
have seen in many of our cities just in 
the last couple of days. Emotions are 
high, and tensions are high, which is 
understandable. We need law and order 
if we are going to move forward, and I 
think every reasonable person agrees 
with that. 

We are trying to have tough con-
versations about inequality, but we are 
facing a lot of misinformation, espe-
cially when it comes to our military. If 
we let this misinformation spread, it 
will just make things worse. All of the 
people out there—I am talking about 
the ‘‘hate Trump’’ people—are using 
this to try to lie to the American peo-
ple. So I would like to correct the 
record, and I hope every American here 
understands and believes these words. 
This is very important. Here is what is 
happening. 

Right now, the National Guard has 
not been federalized for response. Right 
now, Active-Duty troops have not been 
sent into any city, including DC. I was 
here last night. I was visibly looking 
around and making sure that this was 
not the case, and it was not. There 
were no Active-Duty troops in spite of 
things you have heard to the contrary. 

Right now, local and State law en-
forcement are being supported by the 
National Guard but only when they are 
requested by their States. The Depart-
ment of Defense believes that, and by 
and large, they are doing a fine job. I 
agree with that. Our military is pre-
pared to step in if the situation dete-
riorates dramatically and only if our 
President finds he has to step in. To be 
crystal clear, the President hasn’t done 
that yet. 

I ask my fellow Americans to slow 
down and understand what will happen 
if and only if the President does so. It 
doesn’t mean that our streets will im-
mediately be flooded with uniformed 
and armed troops. There is a process 
that has to be followed just as it was in 

1992 with the LA riots, in 1998 after 
Hurricane Hugo, and at every other 
time before that. 

First, this is the process. What has to 
happen is the President must issue a 
proclamation ordering any insurgents 
to disperse within a set period of time. 
Now, that is really important because 
that is the warning shot. He says this 
is going to happen, but only you can 
keep this from happening. The Presi-
dent has to issue the proclamation or-
dering any insurgents to disperse with-
in a set period of time. It will mean 
that our Nation’s military and security 
leaders, including our Commander in 
Chief—the President—will have deter-
mined that the situation will have de-
teriorated in a way that local officials 
will not have managed on their own. In 
virtually every case, local officials 
have agreed with that. 

We are not there now. We are not 
there at all, and I hope we don’t get 
there. This will only be as a last resort. 
If we do, I am confident this decision 
will be made with the advice of the top 
civilian and military officials who have 
all been confirmed with wide bipar-
tisan support and margins. 

GENERAL MARK A. MILLEY 
Mr. President, I would like to say a 

little something about simple military 
relations. This is something I care a lot 
about as chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services. In par-
ticular, I want to speak about General 
Milley. 

General Milley is the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In this job, 
General Milley is the President’s top 
military adviser. Don’t forget he 
doesn’t have any command authority 
over the military forces. This is impor-
tant. This is not what you hear people 
talking about when they misrepresent 
the situation. This is very important. 
He is there as the adviser to the Presi-
dent of the United States, and he 
doesn’t have any command authority. 
There has been a lot of criticism about 
his wearing his battle dress uniform— 
his BDU, as they call it—on Monday 
when the President spoke. Here is an-
other area in which I want to set the 
record straight. 

General Milley was getting ready to 
visit with troops around DC—I know 
that. I was talking to him that day— 
who were also in their BDUs. That was 
the dress uniform for their function at 
that time. Then he was called to the 
White House. We all know why he was 
called to the White House. He is the ad-
viser to the President. I think everyone 
can agree that we want that voice at 
the table in situations like this to pro-
vide the best military advice, as is his 
statutory authority and responsibility. 

On Monday, after General Milley 
walked outside with the President, he 
assessed the situation and immediately 
removed himself. Now, this isn’t just 
me talking. I know that he did because 
I was with him shortly before that and 
also after that. So that was a fact. He 
also told me that he intended to honor 
his oath and uphold the delicate bal-

ance between civilians and the mili-
tary. I fully believe him. He has always 
done that in the past and always will 
do that. 

The accusations against General 
Milley are especially troubling to me 
because I know, from working with 
him, of his commitment to our Nation, 
to the Constitution, and to the Amer-
ican people—of keeping them safe and 
giving his best military advice. It is 
striking below the belt to make these 
accusations and to try to scare the 
American people. It is my duty as 
chairman of the Committee on Armed 
Services to have strong oversight over 
this issue. We have oversight over it. If 
what they are saying is true, we still 
have the oversight. 

I assure you, right now, we are 
watching what our military is doing 
and what it has always done, which is 
its duty within the law and constitu-
tional limits, and that is exactly what 
General Milley has done and is doing 
right now. We are seeing a lot of finger- 
pointing and blame going around. We 
owe it to ourselves and our neighbors 
to believe the very best in each other, 
not assume the worse. We need to rec-
ognize everyone’s inherent value and 
dignity and treat each other with re-
spect and dignity as Christ calls us to 
do. Only then can we listen with both 
of our ears and with our hearts. That is 
what I am asking the American people 
to do. 

Many of those in the protests are in 
a group that has been referred to as 
antifa. Certainly, George Floyd’s death 
was a tragedy and went beyond un-
thinkable dimensions, but did any of 
them know who he was? I suggest, no, 
they really didn’t. So I would only say 
this: I think, in answer to the accusa-
tions that were made, that I would 
quote only one or two sentences out of 
a speech that our President made 2 
days ago in the Rose Garden. This is 
very self-explanatory and does explain 
the situation in response to the accusa-
tions that have been made falsely 
about him. 

We cannot allow the righteous cries and 
peaceful protesters to be drowned out by an 
angry mob. The biggest victims of the riot-
ing are peace-loving citizens in our poorest 
communities. And as their President, I will 
fight to keep them safe. I will fight to pro-
tect you. I am your President of law and 
order and an ally of all peaceful protesters. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SASSE). The Senator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 

first thank my friend, Senator LEAHY, 
for allowing me to speak, for we are all 
dealing with the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

I ask unanimous consent that Sen-
ator LEAHY be recognized as soon as I 
finish my brief remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 
want to say just a couple of things to 
Tennesseans and to Americans. 

All are expressing their rage and 
grief over the murder of George Floyd 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:40 Jun 04, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G03JN6.011 S03JNPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-08T21:39:39-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




