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to realize that when they go to work
every day, the members of their family
have every reason to be concerned all
day and every day of what might hap-
pen. They don’t know what door the
person they love may be asked to
knock on, what car they may stop, or
what moment may happen that makes
the difficult life of being in law en-
forcement even more difficult.

We have certainly seen plenty of
tragedies there in recent years, too. It
hasn’t been that long ago that police
officers were being ambushed routinely
and a number of police officers were
killed while on duty, not while they
were trying to apprehend a felon, but
when somebody just walks up behind
them in the car or on the street and
their life is ended.

Then we see the horrifying image of
George Floyd’s murder. We have the
same fear for people in that situation
and the people whom they love. In fact,
nobody should live in fear in our soci-
ety of just their personal safety—not
the law enforcement officers, not their
families, not people who are peacefully
protesting, or people who have violated
the law and are being arrested, as they
should be, but not with the result that
we saw. Whether that arrest was appro-
priate or not, no arrest is appropriate
to decide you are going to be the pun-
ishing officer as well as the arresting
officer.

Those who are in power should be
held accountable. Those who are in
power should set an example.

I talked this morning to the police
chief in Kansas City, Rick Smith, who
tomorrow will be joining a unity march
with other leaders in the community
and protesters in the community.
Marching along with the protesters
will be Chief Smith and other officers
and other elected leaders. That is one
way to begin to resolve this.

I also think, having had some experi-
ence with this particular topic, that
the Justice Department needs to rein-
state their full review of department
pattern and practice. This is something
they have walked away from in recent
years, but in our State we had three de-
partments since 2014 that had a full
pattern and practice review by the Jus-
tice Department. At least one of those
entered into a consent decree with the
Department as to how they would focus
in the future.

I think one of those three—St. Louis
County—asked for the review. St.
Louis County, the city of Ferguson, St.
Louis city—all believe they benefited
from that review.

Reviewing an officer or a number of
officers is just often not enough, so I
am encouraging the Department of
Justice to get back to having one of
the options on the table a full review
by the Civil Rights Division or some
other division in the Justice Depart-
ment, depending on the circumstances,
of not only the procedures but also the
pattern that a department may have
fallen into.

We cannot continue over and over
again to have the same thing happen,
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as we as a society try to grapple with
the same exact problem. This is not a
new problem. It is long past the time
we should have figured out how to deal
with it.

If departments need help in figuring
out how to deal with it, that is one of
the things that—whether it was St.
Louis or Baltimore—the Justice De-
partment has shown some ability and
some success in doing. I hope they will
look at that again as they look at
these three instances that I mentioned
today and others.

It is time to move forward. It is well
past time to move forward. It is a time
when people should have a society—
have confidence in the institutions of
the society, and those who serve in law
enforcement and public assistance of
all kinds should also have the apprecia-
tion and respect that we should have
for them, and, of course, that is a con-
tract where you earn that respect, but
you also get that respect when you
have earned it, as well over 99.9 percent
of those who serve every day do.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B00ZMAN). The Senator from Illinois.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1938

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, as
if in legislative session, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 1938 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation; further, that the bill be read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. GRAHAM. Yes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from South Carolina.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I think
we probably can get there if we talk.
We just got this thing at 5:30 last
night. It is a grant program to try to
strive for better policing, less bias. I
get that. Count me in for that concept.

There is a civilian review process
about prosecutorial decisions that I
don’t quite understand. Senator LEE
came up and asked me questions about
the bill.

So with no animosity, I object at this
time. I hope we can get it as part of a
broader agenda. On June 16, we are
going to have a hearing about all
things related to police and race, and
we will try to make this part of a pack-
age.

So at this time, I do object, and let it
go through the committee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Illinois.

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President,
first he said ‘I can’t breathe.”” Then he
called out ‘““Mama’ for his late mother.

Last Monday, in broad daylight,
George Floyd was slowly, publicly
killed by someone whose responsibility
it was to protect and serve. Officer
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Derek Chauvin, who has since been
rightfully fired, spent about 3 minutes
ignoring Floyd’s cries of pain, refusing
to move his knee from Floyd’s neck,
refusing to let up, to get up, even as
the man under him begged for life and
lost consciousness. Then he spent
roughly another 6 minutes after Floyd
had fallen silent ignoring the number
of growing of witnesses who begged
him to see the obvious—that the man
under his knee was unresponsive, that
he was dying.

As a mom, there are not words to de-
scribe the visceral, gut-wrenching feel-
ing of hearing someone cry out for
their mother in a moment of such des-
peration.

George Floyd’s death was unneces-
sary and heartbreaking. It was a trag-
edy, but horrifyingly, it was not an
anomaly.

From Eric Garner, who told us 6
years ago that he, too, could not
breathe, to Tamir Rice, who never
made it to his 13th birthday, the sense-
less killing of unarmed Black Ameri-
cans at the hands of law enforcement
has become an all-too-common occur-
rence. The horror of the moment, then
the outrage and sadness and, yes, anger
that follow have turned into a pattern
that too many people appear to believe
is normal. It is not, and we cannot—
must not—let ourselves become numb
to the reality in front of us.

George Floyd was someone’s son who
with his dying breath called out for his
mother who had previously passed
away. He had a 6-year-old daughter
who will not only grow up without a fa-
ther but knowing that she, too, would
face the same danger every day just be-
cause of the color of her skin.

George Floyd was born in a country
built on the belief that we are all cre-
ated equal, but he died in a country
that still has not fully realized that we
must all be treated equally as well.

It is long, long past time for action.
We needed it before George Floyd; we
needed it before Breonna Taylor, before
Laquan McDonald, and before count-
less others were killed too.

We need real leaders who listen to
Americans’ cries for help and give
those fighting for justice a platform to
be heard. But sadly, although
unsurprisingly, Donald Trump has done
just the opposite over the past few
days, trampling First Amendment
rights by ordering Federal law enforce-
ment to assault those who stood in the
way of his photo-op, exploiting our
military and disrespecting our troops
by using them as a cudgel to silence
our neighbors and further divide our
country.

Donald Trump may be our Com-
mander in Chief, but tear-gassing
peaceful protestors is not leadership; it
is cowardice. Threatening military
force against Americans exercising
their constitutional right is not Presi-
dential; it is tin-pot dictatorial.

You know, in moments like these, it
is more important than ever to recog-
nize the privilege that many of us
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have. I will never be forced to sit my
daughters down and have the same talk
with them that Black mothers have
with their children—especially their
sons—about how exactly to move and
speak when interacting with police of-
ficers to preemptively reassure them
that they pose no danger; or about the
fundamental racism that mars our so-
ciety that will question their motives
and their right to be somewhere just
because of the shade of their skin; or
about the systemic biases that lead too
many Americans, including those in
positions of power, to view unarmed
Black children as more threatening
than White adults holding semiauto-
matic rifles.

I know that I will never be able to
fully comprehend the fear that those
parents must face every time their
child steps outside, every time they
dare to walk to school or play on the
playground or buy some Skittles while
Black. But what I do know is the bur-
den of all this pain and trauma cannot
fall and should not fall on those fami-
lies alone. The responsibility, the
work, the bending of the moral arc of
the universe toward justice cannot just
be put on the backs of the very people
who have been feeling its weight this
entire time.

The systemic injustices in our coun-
try are not going away by themselves,
and they will not be solved if too many
good, decent Americans remain silent.
If we choose to avoid difficult realities
and tough conversations simply be-
cause they make us uncomfortable, we
are failing to do our part in achieving
anything close to a more perfect union.

Those of us who have benefited from
the privileges we have been afforded by
society, we have a duty to recognize
the costs borne by those who have been
denied those same privileges for gen-
erations.

I don’t claim to have all the answers,
but I do know that we must do more.
On a personal level, for me, that has in-
cluded spending time with both of my
daughters, discussing what true justice
and equality means and how to prac-
tice it so that if they grow up to be-
come police officers themselves, they
don’t reflexively treat Black Ameri-
cans as more dangerous than anyone
else; so that when they see a young
Black man shopping, their first
thought would never be that he is shop-
lifting; so that no matter what they do
in life, they judge people by the con-
tent of their character and not the
color of their skin.

My girls may be just b and 2, but it is
never too early for us to talk to our
kids about treating others how we
want to be treated because our neigh-
bors, our American brothers and sis-
ters, need more vocal allies in this
fight. I hope to raise two of those allies
in my two girls. Today, I hope to find
99 fellow allies in my colleagues here in
the Senate. It is on each of us lucky
enough to serve under this great Cap-
itol dome to use this moment to fight
for justice and accountability for those
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families like George Floyd’s who had
someone so cruelly and needlessly sto-
len from them.

So I have come to the floor today to
request unanimous consent on S. 1938,
the Police Training and Independent
Review Act, the second bill I ever in-
troduced into this august body more
than 3 years ago. This bill would de-
mand that local law enforcement agen-
cies change use-of-force policies and
that every American receive fair treat-
ment under the law—commonsense
policies that I believe responsible law
enforcement officers would welcome so
they could better protect and serve
their communities.

It would establish a new grant pro-
gram so States can implement racial
bias training at police academies to
help officers deescalate tense situa-
tions. It would also encourage States
to establish a transparent system
where independent prosecutors review
police uses of force and prosecute offi-
cers who break the laws they were en-
trusted to enforce, because local pros-
ecutors do have a bias. They rely on
the same police departments to win
other cases, which is why it is so crit-
ical that we let outside independent
prosecutors do the investigating and
prosecuting of our law enforcement of-
ficers who do not follow the law them-
selves instead.

For me, it comes down to this: We
cannot let ourselves accept that, in the
United States of America, in the year
2020, Black men are still being publicly
executed without judge or jury. For
about 9 minutes last Monday, some-
body’s son and somebody’s father was
forced to know he was dying and forced
to beg for his life until he couldn’t beg
anymore.

George Floyd cannot breathe any-
more. So it is on those of us lucky
enough to still be here today, to still
be breathing, to use every breath we
have to fight for the justice that he
was robbed of on that street in Min-
neapolis last week. I know I will, and I
hope every other American will join
me.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to finish my re-
marks before the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to honor a life
lost, share in the grief of a family and
a Nation in pain, and call for this body
to take action to reform a system that
has been broken for too long.

George Floyd should be alive today,
but he isn’t. He was murdered by police
in my State—a death both horrifying
and inhumane but not unique. We lit-
erally saw his life evaporate before our
eyes. The whole country saw it. The
whole world saw it.

We know that our African-American
community in Minneapolis and across
America has seen this horror before
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and has experienced injustice for far
too long. They have had enough. They
are angry and in pain, and they are
calling out for justice.

Senators, we cannot answer with si-
lence. That would make us complicit.
We cannot answer with what the Presi-
dent called dominance. That would
make us monsters. We cannot answer
with using churches as props and Bi-
bles as props and inflaming violence.
We must answer with action. That is
what makes us lawmakers.

For 13 years, here in Washington,
change has come inch by inch when we
should be miles ahead. I pick that time
because that is when I first got here.
That is when I first started doing work
on crack cocaine and sentencing dis-
parity, and I have seen those changes,
but it is inch by inch.

First, there needs to be justice for
George Floyd. There needs to be crimi-
nal accountability to the fullest extent
of the law. Minnesota attorney general
Keith Ellison, with whom I have
worked closely for years, has taken
over the investigation and the prosecu-
tion of the case. I have full faith in his
conviction for justice in this case and
beyond.

Sweeping reform starts with account-
ability in this individual case, but it
doesn’t end there. We all know that
these officers work within a bigger sys-
tem, so that is why I called for a full-
scale investigation into the patterns
and practices of racially discrimina-
tory policing in the Minneapolis Police
by the Department of Justice, in addi-
tion to ongoing local, State, and Fed-
eral investigations.

Senator SMITH and I led a request
with 26 Senators asking the Justice De-
partment to conduct what is called a
pattern-and-practice investigation.
This afternoon, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Human Rights announced that
they are going to investigate the police
department as well.

The words engraved on the Supreme
Court building, ‘‘Equal Justice Under
Law,” we know have never really been
true for millions of African Americans,
Hispanics, American Indians, and other
minority groups. There is systematic
racism at every level of our judicial
system, and that calls for systematic

change.
We must take action to end unconsti-
tutional, discriminatory policing

across the country. We can start by
making sure that policemen’s conduct
is independently investigated and that
we hold officers criminally accountable
when they break the law and violate
the trust that is needed between law
enforcement officers and the people
they have sworn to protect.

We also need strong Federal require-
ments for State and local police to col-
lect and report data on the use of force.
Right now, a patchwork of local poli-
cies, many of which allow local police
to avoid accountability, make it far
too difficult to identify and address
patterns of discrimination and exces-
sive force in police departments. Better
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data will help hold officers and depart-
ments accountable.

Broader criminal justice reform and
the standard for use of force—all of
those things must change. As I men-
tioned, we have done something. We
passed the First Step Act when it
comes to sentencing, but now we need
to take on the Second Step Act to cre-
ate incentives for States to restore dis-
cretion for mandatory sentencing for
nonviolent offenders and reform the
conditions in State prisons and local
jails.

We know these conditions have got-
ten even worse during the coronavirus
pandemic. Earlier today, we held a
hearing in the Judiciary Committee
about the continued injustice we are
seeing in our prison system during this
pandemic. While some people, like Paul
Manafort, have been transferred to
home confinement, others, like Andrea
Circle Bear or Andrea High Bear, who
is serving 26 months for a nonviolent
drug offense and had just given birth
while on a ventilator—why? She was
exposed to the virus. So the question
is, Why did a pregnant woman with a
preexisting condition—an American In-
dian woman who was there for a non-
violent offense—why was she there in
the prison system and Paul Manafort
gets out?

We should also create a diverse, bi-
partisan clemency advisory board—one
that includes victim advocates as well
as prison and sentencing reform advo-
cates—that would look at these issues
from a different perspective.

We should strengthen post-conviction
reviews with conviction integrity units
across the country. According to data
from the National Registry of Exonera-
tions, there are currently fewer than 60
conviction integrity units in the
United States, and many of those are
too weak to be effective. Attorney Gen-
eral Ellison and I have been working
with prosecutors in Minnesota to set
up a conviction integrity unit in the
Twin Cities with strong, strong stand-

ards for independence and trans-
parency. This needs to happen nation-
ally.

We should also expand post-convic-
tion sentencing reviews. Ensuring jus-
tice isn’t just looking back at a case to
see whether the evidence was right; it
is also looking to see whether the sen-
tence was right in a situation.

All of this—expanding our Nation’s
drug courts, which is something that I
have been leading on in the Senate for
years, changing that conversation
about drug and alcohol treatment, re-
forming the cash bail system—if there
is anything we as a Senate can do to
eliminate injustice within our justice
system, we should do it, and we should
do it now. Talk is no longer enough.

We know this pandemic has shed a
light on the injustice we have already
seen, as Senator DURBIN, who was here,
and I discussed about the prison sys-
tem today. We also see it in the num-
ber of people dying. In Louisiana, Afri-
can Americans account for nearly 60
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percent of deaths but 33 percent of the
population. In Georgia, a study of eight
hospitals found that 80 percent of their
COVID-19 patients were African Ameri-
cans yet 30 percent of the population.
The workers on the frontline, the peo-
ple who are working not just in the
hospitals, not just in the emergency
rooms, but in the grocery stores, driv-
ing the public transportation, are get-
ting this virus—this sometimes fatal
virus—at a much higher rate. This
calls for not only the reforms that I
laid out and that I have been advo-
cating for years but also calls for in-
vestment, like JIM CLYBURN’s plan to
invest in underserved areas and impov-
erished areas that have been that way
for a long, long time. Senator BOOKER
is carrying that bill in the Senate.

Martin Luther King once said that
we are ‘“‘all tied in a single garment of
destiny. Whatever affects one of us di-
rectly, affects all indirectly.” That
means, in the long term, an economy
that works for everyone, with fair
wages, with childcare, and with retire-
ment savings. It means closing the
wealth gap. Black and Latino house-
holds have only about a tenth of the
medium net worth right now of White
households. It means voting rights.

The scene that we saw in Wisconsin
where people were standing in the rain
with homemade masks and garbage
bags just to be able to vote, risking
their lives and their health, while the
President of the United States was able
to vote in the luxury of 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Avenue because he could get a
mail-in ballot from Palm Beach, FL—
that is a split screen for you. That is
why people are out peacefully march-
ing. That is what they are angry about.
It is police misconduct. It is the mur-
der of George Floyd. It is the longtime
economic disparities, but it is also the
longtime suppression of the vote and
the unfairness of all of this.

This has been a devastating time for
Minnesota, but as George Floyd’s fam-
ily, whom I had the honor to talk with
at length this weekend, said: We can-
not sink to the level of our oppressors,
and we must not endanger others dur-
ing this pandemic. We will demand and
ultimately force lasting change by
shining a light on treatment that is
horrific and unacceptable and by win-
ning justice.

That is what they are talking about
in Minnesota today. That was the spir-
it that I saw when my husband and I
went to drop off food, where hundreds
of people were there with thousands of
bags of groceries because their grocery
stores in that neighborhood had been
burned to the core and their stores had
been looted, not by the peaceful, right-
eous marchers but the people who were
hiding behind them.

I will end with this. A few years ago
I went to Selma, AL, with Representa-
tive JOHN LEWIS, like so many Sen-
ators have done. I stood there on the
bridge where he had his head beaten in.
I was in awe of his persistence, his re-
silience, and his faith that this country
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could be better, if only we put in the
work. That weekend, after 48 years, the
White police chief of Montgomery
handed his police badge to Congress-
man LEWIS and publicly apologized on
behalf of the police for not protecting
him 48 years before and not protecting
his freedom marchers.

I don’t want to take 48 years for my
city and my State to heal or for our
Nation to fix a justice system that has
been broken since it was built. I want
justice now. The people of this country
deserve justice now. Everyone has a
role to play in coming back from these
crises. The protesters are shining a
light on injustice that we have pushed
to the shadows for far too long. The
frontline workers and volunteers are
serving the communities they love, and
they are looking to all of us to deliver
the reforms we promised—not just in
speeches, not just in campaigns, but in
reality, and not just for George Floyd.
His legacy should be so much more
than those 9 minutes—or Philando Cas-
tile or Jamar Clark or Breonna Tay-
lor—because we took an oath.

We took an oath, colleagues. We
didn’t wave a Bible in the air for a
photo op. We placed our hand on that
Bible, and we swore to support and de-
fend the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic. The enemy we face now is
racism. The enemy we face now is in-
justice. I don’t know what else to say
because too many words have been
said, and maybe it is time to stop talk-
ing. Maybe it is time to start acting. It
is time to get to work. It is time to do
our jobs.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first I
would thank my friend and colleague,
the senior Senator from Minnesota, for
her eloquent, passionate words that
tell the story of how she has done so
much good and is working so hard to
heal the wounds of Minnesota. We all
appreciate it, Minnesotans and many
Americans.

Now, last night, as peaceful citizens
exercised their constitutional right to
protest in Lafayette Park, across from
the White House, Federal law enforce-
ment officers were ordered to clear out
the crowds with tear gas and rubber
bullets so that President Trump could
walk from the White House to a nearby
church for a photo op.

He did not enter the church. He did
not offer words of prayer. The crowds
were dispersed with force so that he
could get his picture taken with a
Bible that wasn’t his and was held up-
side down in front of a church he never
asked to visit.

I spoke at length about these events
this morning. The aggressive use of
force on law-abiding protesters was ap-
palling. It was an abuse of Presidential
power. It may have been illegal. It was
certainly a violation of the constitu-
tional rights of American citizens. The
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