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given the term ‘‘Federal law enforcement of-
ficer’” in section 115 of title 18, United States
Code.

(3) PEER SUPPORT COMMUNICATION.—The
term ‘‘peer support communication’ in-
cludes—

(A) an oral or written communication
made in the course of a peer support coun-
seling session;

(B) a note or report arising out of a peer
support counseling session;

(C) a record of a peer support counseling
session; or

(D) with respect to a communication made
by a peer support participant in the course of
a peer support counseling session, another
communication, regarding the first commu-
nication, that is made between a peer sup-
port specialist and—

(i) another peer support specialist;

(ii) a staff member of a peer support coun-
seling program; or

(iii) a supervisor of the peer support spe-
cialist.

(4) PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING PROGRAM.—
The term ‘‘peer support counseling program’’
means a program provided by a law enforce-
ment agency that provides counseling serv-
ices from a peer support specialist to a law
enforcement officer of the agency.

(6) PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING SESSION.—
The term ‘‘peer support counseling session’
means any counseling formally provided
through a peer support counseling program
between a peer support specialist and one or
more law enforcement officers.

(6) PEER SUPPORT PARTICIPANT.—The term
‘“‘peer support participant’” means a law en-
forcement officer who receives counseling
services from a peer support specialist.

(7) PEER SUPPORT SPECIALIST.—The term
“peer support specialist’”” means a law en-
forcement officer who—

(A) has received training in—

(i) peer support counseling; and

(ii) providing emotional and moral support
to law enforcement officers who have been
involved in or exposed to an emotionally
traumatic experience in the course of em-
ployment; and

(B) is designated by a law enforcement
agency to provide the services described in
subparagraph (A).

(b) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in
subsection (c), a peer support specialist or a
peer support participant may not disclose
the contents of a peer support communica-
tion to an individual who was not a party to
the peer support communication.

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (b) shall not
apply to a peer support communication if—

(1) the peer support communication con-
tains—

(A) an explicit threat of suicide;

(B) an explicit threat of imminent and se-
rious physical bodily harm or death to a
clearly identified or identifiable individual;

(C) information—

(i) relating to the abuse or neglect of—

(I) a child; or

(IT) an older or vulnerable individual; or

(ii) that is required by law to be reported;
or

(D) an admission of criminal conduct;

(2) the disclosure is permitted by each peer
support participant who was a party to, as
applicable—

(A) the peer support communication;

(B) the peer support counseling session out
of which the peer support communication
arose;

(C) the peer support counseling session of
which the peer support communication is a
record; or

(D) the communication made in the course
of a peer support counseling session that the
peer support communication is regarding; or
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(3) a court of competent jurisdiction issues
an order or subpoena requiring the disclosure
of the peer support communication.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subsection (b) shall be construed to prohibit
the disclosure of—

(1) an observation made by a law enforce-
ment officer of a peer support participant
outside of a peer support counseling session;
or

(2) knowledge of a law enforcement officer
about a peer support participant not gained
from a peer support communication.

(e) DISCLOSURE OF RIGHTS.—Before the ini-
tial peer support counseling session of a peer
support participant, a peer support specialist
shall inform the peer support participant in
writing of the confidentiality requirement
under subsection (b) and the exceptions to
the requirement under subsection (c).

SEC. 3. BEST PRACTICES AND SUPPORT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FIRST RESPONDER.—The term ‘‘first re-
sponder’” has the meaning given the term
‘“‘public safety officer’ in section 1204 of title
I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10284).

(2) FIRST RESPONDER AGENCY.—The term
“first responder agency’” means a Federal,
State, local, or Tribal agency that employs
or otherwise engages the services of a first
responder.

(3) PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING PROGRAM.—
The term ‘‘peer support counseling program’’
means a program provided by a first re-
sponder agency that provides counseling
services from a peer support specialist to a
first responder of the first responder agency.

(4) PEER SUPPORT PARTICIPANT.—The term
‘‘peer support participant’ means a first re-
sponder who receives counseling services
from a peer support specialist.

(6) PEER SUPPORT SPECIALIST.—The term
‘“‘peer support specialist’” means a first re-
sponder who—

(A) has received training in—

(i) peer support counseling; and

(ii) providing emotional and moral support
to first responders who have been involved in
or exposed to an emotionally traumatic ex-
perience in the course of the duties of the
first responder; and

(B) is designated by a first responder agen-
cy to provide the services described in sub-
paragraph (A).

(b) REPORT ON BEST PRACTICES.—Not later
than 2 years after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Attorney General, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, shall develop a report on
best practices and professional standards for
peer support counseling programs for first
responder agencies that includes—

(1) advice on—

(A) establishing and operating peer support
counseling programs; and

(B) training and certifying peer support
specialists;

(2) a code of ethics for peer support special-
ists;

(3) recommendations for continuing edu-
cation for peer support specialists;

(4) advice on disclosing to first responders
any confidentiality rights of peer support
participants; and

() information on—

(A) the different types of peer support
counseling programs in use by first re-
sponder agencies;

(B) any differences in peer support coun-
seling programs offered across categories of
first responders; and

(C) the important role senior first respond-
ers play in supporting access to mental
health resources.

(¢c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Attorney Gen-
eral shall support and encourage the imple-
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mentation of peer support counseling pro-
grams in first responder agencies by—

(1) making the report developed under sub-
section (b) publicly available on the website
of the Department of Justice; and

(2) providing a list of peer support spe-
cialist training programs on the website of
the Department of Justice.

————

LAW ENFORCEMENT SUICIDE
DATA COLLECTION ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. 2746 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2746) to require the Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to pro-
vide information on suicide rates in law en-
forcement, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2746) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2746

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Law En-
forcement Suicide Data Collection Act”.

SEC. 2. INFORMATION ON SUICIDE IN LAW EN-
FORCEMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General, acting through the Direc-
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
shall establish, for the purpose of preventing
future law enforcement suicides and pro-
moting understanding of suicide in law en-
forcement, the Law Enforcement Officers
Suicide Data Collection Program, under
which law enforcement agencies may submit
to the Director information on suicides and
attempted suicides within such law enforce-
ment agencies, including information on—

(1) the circumstances and events that oc-
curred before each suicide or attempted sui-
cide;

(2) the general location of each suicide or
attempted suicide;

(3) the demographic information of each
law enforcement officer who commits or at-
tempts suicide;

(4) the occupational category, including
criminal investigator, corrections officer,
line of duty officer, 911 dispatch operator, of
each law enforcement officer who commits
or attempts suicide; and

(5) the method used in each suicide or at-
tempted suicide.

(b) PoLICIES.—The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation shall work with the Confidentiality
and Data Access Committee of the Federal
Committee on Statistical Methodology to
develop publication policies to manage the
risk of identity disclosure based upon the
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best practices identified by other Federal
statistical programs.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Attorney General, acting
through the Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, shall submit to Congress
and publish on the website of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation a report containing the
information submitted to the Director pur-
suant to subsection (a).

(d) CONFIDENTIALITY.—The report described
under subsection (¢) may not include any
personally identifiable information of a law
enforcement officer who commits or at-
tempts suicide.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘law enforcement agency’’
means a Federal, State, Tribal, or local
agency engaged in the prevention, detection,
or investigation, prosecution, or adjudica-
tion of any violation of the criminal laws of
the United States, a State, Tribal, or a polit-
ical subdivision of a State;

(2) the term ‘‘law enforcement officer”’
means any current or former officer (includ-
ing a correctional officer), agent, or em-
ployee of the United States, a State, Indian
Tribe, or a political subdivision of a State
authorized by law to engage in or supervise
the prevention, detection, investigation, or
prosecution of any violation of the criminal
laws of the United States, a State, Indian
Tribe, or a political subdivision of a State;
and

(3) the term ‘‘State’” means each of the
several States, the District of Columbia, and
any commonwealth, territory, or possession
of the United States.

———

RECOGNIZING AND SUPPORTING
THE ADVOCATES, COUNSELORS,
VOLUNTEERS, AND FIRST RE-
SPONDERS WHO SERVED SUR-
VIVORS ON AN EMERGENCY
BASIS DURING NATIONAL SEX-
UAL ASSAULT AWARENESS AND
PREVENTION MONTH

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration and that the Senate now
proceed to S. Res. 555.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 555) recognizing and
supporting the advocates, counselors, volun-
teers, and first responders who served sur-
vivors on an emergency basis during Na-
tional Sexual Assault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to the resolution.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of May 4, 2020,
under “Submitted Resolutions.’’)

565) was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

RECOGNIZING AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS AND PREVENTION
MONTH

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration and that the Senate now
proceed to S. Res. 560.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 560) recognizing and
supporting the goals and ideals of National
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention
Month.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of May 6, 2020,
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”)

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MAY 18,
2020

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 3 p.m., Monday, May 18;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired and the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day, and morning business
be closed; further, that following leader
remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session to resume the consider-
ation of the Rash nomination. Finally,
notwithstanding rule XXII, the cloture
vote on the Rash nomination occur at
5:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks
from the Senator from the great State
of Alaska.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

——
TRIBUTE TO ADAM CRUM AND DR.
ANNE ZINK

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, it is
Thursday, and I am back on the Senate
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floor, partaking in one of my favorite
times of the week, which is to come
down to the floor and talk about some-
body who is making a great difference
in my State. We call this individual
our Alaskan of the Week. To those who
watch the floor back home, sometimes
we break the rules a little bit and rec-
ognize more than one person. We just
call them the Alaskans of the Week,
with an ‘‘s.” Pandemic or no pandemic,
I think it is still important that we
come down and recognize, particularly
during these challenging times, people
who are making a difference in our
State and across our country.

As I mentioned last week, this pan-
demic is definitely testing the char-
acter of our Nation. You might remem-
ber, right when it was hitting, some re-
porters from the Washington Post
wrote a story, saying that Americans
are going to be tested and that they
don’t think they are going to be able to
pass—maybe not like they had in
World War II and at other times—that
the mettle, the toughness, and the re-
siliency of Americans might not be
able to get us through this. That was
the Washington Post—classic, clueless,
inside-the-beltway reporting.

In my remarks on the floor—this was
about 6 weeks ago—I said: You ought
to come up to Alaska, Washington
Post, and see my constituents, or
maybe come out with my marines and
see the marines.

You have to know America. Alaska is
America, and we are going to pass this
test as a nation, and we are—all across
the country and certainly in my great
State. In small, rural villages and in
urban centers, from the tundra to the
rainforests, all across the State, people
are helping each other. They are pass-
ing out food. They are helping the el-
derly, making sure they are not lonely.
They are tending to those in need and
are displaying generosity, strength,
and amazing resilience. The paper
should write more about that.

Our frontline workers have now be-
come our national heroes. Some of
them are working day in and day out
to ensure that our grocery stores are
stocked, that the goods are trans-
ported, that the buildings are main-
tained, that our telecommunication
systems are running, that our air-
planes are flying, that our hospitals
are open, and that our community
healthcare workers can give care. The
list, as we all know, goes on and on and
on.

Because of those back home, because
of these great Americans all around
our country, and because of what is
happening in my State with our State’s
leadership, Alaska has done well from a
health standpoint in terms of this
virus. Knock on wood, of course—and I
am doing it—things could change. They
could change anywhere. They certainly
could change in Alaska, but so far so
good.

Alaskans are known for their rugged
individualism. Alaskans are not natu-
rally people who automatically follow
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