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been Derby weekend, Jerry shared both
his personal reflections and our shared
emotions. In Louisville, the Derby is
more than a single race. Kentuckians
spend the weeks before celebrating our
people and our heritage. I am grateful
that someone with such eloquence
could describe Kentucky’s Derby pas-
sion.

That is not to say horseracing fans
weren’t treated to a race on May 2. In-
stead of hosting the world’s most an-
ticipated horse race, Churchill Downs
created a virtual running of Triple
Crown winners. In a match of some of
horseracing’s biggest names, Secre-
tariat—one of the greatest horses to
ever run—completed an all-star vic-
tory.

Although a lot will be different about
the Labor Day Derby, so much of what
makes the Kentucky Derby special will
remain the same. Whether at the track
or watching from home, fans will still
get to sip a mint julep filled with Ken-
tucky’s signature spirit. Longtime
residents and first-time visitors alike
will feel the sentimental tug as they
sing “My Old Kentucky Home.” And
the thundering hooves of
thoroughbreds will echo in the ears of
millions.

The postponement is certainly a dis-
appointment, but I would encourage
my fellow Kentuckians not to despair.
Our traditions are rooted deeply in the
Bluegrass. We will beat this virus, and
Kentucky will get the chance to shine
once again. Like the champions whose
names surround Churchill Downs, Ken-
tucky has the strength and grit to
overcome any obstacle and cross the
finish line.

We may not have a 146th Kentucky
Derby champion for a few more
months, but I think Jerry Brewer
would agree, it is worth the wait.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Jerry Brewer’s article be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Washington Post, May 1, 2020]
ON DERBY-LESS WEEKEND, MISSING MY
KENTUCKY HOME
(By Jerry Brewer)

A Kentuckian’s most humbling Kentucky
Derby story: About 15 years ago, I hosted
Washington Post colleague Rick Maese, then
with the Baltimore Sun, for his first Run for
the Roses. Picked him up from the airport.
Bought us tickets to a concert that week
featuring Common and the Roots. Probably
had a mint julep and slice of Derby pie wait-
ing in the cupholder. I was thrilled to show
him Louisville at its proudest time.

On the drive to my apartment, Rick looked
out the window and saw a man who was
walking clumsily, perhaps drunkenly, while
pulling a dog that was missing a leg. The
scene was cruel, heartbreaking, ridiculous. It
was Rick’s first impression of my state.

And that’s usually how we are: Mostly
rural, largely odd and shockingly com-
plicated. Our long-standing problems with
big issues such as race and education are
well documented. We're weird. We see blue in
grass. We love basketball more than we love
people. We are known for keeping it real
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hick, and as much as we despise that stereo-
type, part of us plays along because it helps
the beauty of Kentucky remain a secret,
never to be swarmed and overtaken by care-
less outsiders.

But during Derby week, that mentality
shifts. We want to shine. Louisville—the
only city in the state that feels like a big
city (when it actually claims its relationship
to Kentucky)—becomes the most gracious
host that any sporting event has ever had.
Don’t challenge me on that; I can wield a
mean pitchfork. When it comes to tailoring
every inch of an area to ensure an unforget-
table experience for all visitors, Louisville
rolls out a red carpet and throws rose petals
at your feet.

Rick shook off that weird introduction and
loved his first Derby experience. He has been
back several times. When I started dating
my wife seriously, I took her to the Derby;
meeting the entire family was a mere after-
thought. As a Paducah native who lived in
Louisville for several years, there is no
greater personal holiday than the first Sat-
urday in May. And so, as the mnovel
coronavirus pandemic keeps us in isolation,
there is no stronger sense of loss for me than
what I’'m experiencing right now.

I have attended 11 Derbies. I have partied
during the Derby for just about all 42 of my
years. My childhood memories are full of
gatherings at my grandparents’ house in east
Louisville, where the scent of mint was more
welcome than pine at Christmastime. My
adult memories are even better, from trying
to cover the event as poetically as the
sportswriting legends I grew up reading to,
well, acting a fool in the infield during my
college days.

Even in Kentucky, with its beautiful roll-
ing hills and horse farms, this is a niche
sport. Everyone is a Kentucky Derby fan,
though. Our connection to this event is a
very powerful and emotional thing.

Derby week is so grand, and we delight in
sharing all of the festivities with the world
while fighting to keep the Kentucky Oaks—
the illustrious Grade I stakes race for 3-
year-old fillies held the day before the
Derby—a more local event. But over the past
20 years, even the Oaks crowd has surpassed
100,000 with regularity.

Still, the fancy affair turns intimate when
“My Old Kentucky Home’ plays before the
Derby. We wait all year just to feel alive and
relevant in that moment. Soon after, the
most anticipated two minutes in sports con-
clude, and before you know it, the time to
clean up and plan anew has arrived.

I like the fleeting nature of this joy. The
Derby is our cherry blossom. Wait, wait,
wait, revel. Go back to waiting. It’s deflating
to know the wait will be much longer this
time.

The 146th Kentucky Derby has been re-
scheduled for Sept. 5. Churchill Downs an-
nounced Thursday that its spring meet will
open May 16. Fans won’t be able to attend,
but the plan is to start racing again. There’s
something even emptier about the thought
of horses competing in a bubble than human
athletes.

And who knows if even that is safe enough?
Everything about the resumption of nor-
malcy comes back to this: We are at the
mercy of a virus that we are still trying to
understand. So the odds of this Derby really
being the Derby in September—with 150,000
fans flaunting their style, understanding of
color and taste in hats—seem long. If it hap-
pens, it may play decently on television, but
it won’t be the same.

To me, the Kentucky Derby is a home-
coming with a paisley bow tie wrapped
around it. We get the floor, and we make it
the most majestic floor you have ever seen.
Home can be cringeworthy, but it’s also
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swanky and magnificent. We clean up good
for y’all, but mostly we clean up good for us.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent to have printed in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD Senator ALEX-
ANDER’S opening statement that he de-
livered yesterday at the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COVID-19: SAFELY GETTING BACK TO WORK
AND BACK TO SCHOOL

Mr. Alexander. The Committee on HELP
will please come to order. First, some admin-
istrative matters based on the advice of the
Attending Physician and the Sergeant at
Arms after consulting with the Department
of Health and Human Services and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

Individuals in the hearing room are seated
6 feet apart. As a result, there is no room for
the public to attend in person. Representa-
tives of the press are working as a pool to
relay their observations to colleagues. The
hearing may be watched live on-line. An un-
edited recording will be available on the
Committee’s website—www.help.senate.gov.

Witnesses are participating by video-
conference in a one-time exception. Some
senators, including the chairman, are par-
ticipating by videoconference. Senators may
remove their masks to talk into the micro-
phone since they are all six feet apart. I am
grateful to the Rules Committee, Sergeant
at Arms, the press gallery, the Architect of
the Capitol, the Capitol Police, and our com-
mittee staff, Chung Shek and Evan Griffis,
for all of their hard work to help keep all of
us safe.

At our hearing last Thursday, I said that
all roads back to work and back to school
lead through testing and that what our coun-
try has done so far on testing so far is ‘‘im-
pressive but not nearly enough.” Over the
weekend, Sen. Schumer, the Democrat lead-
er, was nice enough to put out a tweet
quoting half of what I said. He left out the
other half, the ‘“‘impressive’” part. So let me
say it again in more specific terms.

When I said ‘“‘impressive,” I meant that,
according to Johns Hopkins University, the
United States has tested over 9 million
Americans for COVID-19. That is twice as
many as any other country—we don’t know
what China has done—and more per capita
than most countries including South Korea,
which several committee members have
cited as an example of a country doing test-
ing well.

According to Dr. Deborah Birx, the U.S.
will double its testing during the month of
May and be able to do at least 10 million
tests per month. Here is what ‘‘impressive”’
means in Tennessee: First, anyone who is
sick, or a first responder or a health care
worker can get tested. Next, Governor Bill
Lee is also testing every prisoner, every resi-
dent and staff member of a nursing home, of-
fered weekend drive-thru testing, and has
done specific outreach to increase testing in
low income neighborhoods. A Tennessean
can get a free test and a free mask at the
local public health clinic. The governor’s slo-
gan is: “‘If in doubt, get a test.”

Gov. Lee sent his testing goals for May to
the federal government, as every state has
done. The federal government will help make
sure the state has the supplies it needs if the
labs and hospitals in our state have trouble
getting them through the usual commercial
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channels. Tennessee has tested 4 percent of
its population. The governor hopes to in-
crease that to 7 percent by the end of May.
That impressive level of testing is sufficient
to begin phase I of going back to work in
Tennessee, but as I said last week, it is not
nearly enough to provide confidence to 31,000
students and faculty that it is safe to return
to the University of Tennessee Knoxville
campus in August.

Last week I talked with UT Knoxville
Chancellor Donde Plowman about what
might persuade UT students and 20 million
other college students or parents of 50 mil-
lion k-12 students that it is safe to leave
their homes and return to 5,000 college cam-
puses and 100,000 public schools in August.
That is where the new shark tank, or RAD X,
at the National Institutes of Health that we
heard about at our hearing last Thursday
comes in. Swimming around in that shark
tank are dozens of early stage proposals for
new ways to create diagnostic tests.

Three weeks ago, Congress gave NIH $1.5
billion to create a competitive environment
in which Dr. Francis Collins, the distin-
guished scientist who directs NIH, can
search for a few new ideas that can create
millions more tests by August and even mil-
lions more by the Fall flu season. Congress
gave BARDA another $1 billion to coordinate
the manufacture and scaling up rapidly sim-
ple tests with quick results.

For example, the FDA authorized last
week its first diagnostic test using saliva a
person provides at home instead of a nose
swab or blood. It authorized its first antigen
test, like the ones used for flu or strep
throat, which involves swabbing the inside of
a nose to produce a result in a few minutes.

Another proposal, not yet approved, is to
put in your mouth a sort of lollipop that is
a sponge, take a photograph of the lollipop
with your cell phone and transmit it to a
laboratory. If it lights up, you will know you
test positive.

Or the university might send students’ sa-
liva to a gene sequencing laboratory, which
can process thousands of these in one night
and report to the university the next day. In
all of these cases, if anyone tests positive,
that student or faculty member will be asked
to self-isolate for two weeks, and the rest of
the student body can continue their edu-
cation. The same screening test might be re-
peated in two or four weeks. That same proc-
ess could occur at a middle school or factory
or in advance of/for players in a sporting
event.

Of course, anyone testing negative one day
could test positive the next. But such wide-
spread screening of entire campuses, schools
or places of work would help to identify
those who are sick and to track down and
quarantine those who are exposed. That in
turn, should help to persuade parents and
students that it is safe to leave home and go
back to school.

In addition to more testing by August, I
expect Dr. Fauci to tell us about additional
treatments available to reduce the risk of
death from COVID-19 and about the adminis-
tration’s plan to do something never done
before by this country—start mass manufac-
turing a vaccine before you know for sure
that it works.

Vaccines and treatments are the ultimate
solutions. But until we have them, all roads
back to work and back to school go through
testing. The more tests we conduct, the bet-
ter we can identify the small number of
those who are sick and track those who they
have had contact with. Then we can quar-
antine the sick and exposed instead of trying
to quarantine the entire country with disas-
trous effects on our economic wellbeing. This
will require millions more new tests, many
of them new technologies. Some of these will
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fail. But we only need a few successes to cre-
ate millions more tests.

That is why I said last Thursday that what
our country has done so far in testing is im-
pressive, but not nearly enough. First,
squeeze all the extra tests out of current
technologies. But then create new tech-
nologies to produce millions more tests to
identify and isolate those who are sick and
persuade the rest of us it is safe to go back
to work and back to school.

This is a bipartisan oversight hearing to
examine how well we are preparing the coun-
try to go safely back to work and to school
and to determine what more we need to do.
Such an exercise sometimes encourages fin-
ger pointing. Who did what wrong? Before we
spend too much time finger pointing, I would
like to suggest that almost all of us—the
United States and every country—underesti-
mated this virus. Underestimated how con-
tagious it would be. How it can travel si-
lently without causing symptoms. How it
can be especially deadly among certain seg-
ments of the population, including the elder-
ly, those with pre-existing conditions, and
minority populations.

At the committee’s March 3 hearing on
coronavirus—six weeks after the first case
had arrived in this country, when there were
only two deaths in the US from
coronavirus—I read this paragraph from the
front page of the March 1 Sunday New York
Times: Much about the coronavirus remains
unclear, and it is far from certain that the
outbreak will reach severe proportions in the
United States or affect many regions at
once. With its top-notch scientists, modern
hospitals and sprawling public health infra-
structure, most experts agree, the United
States is among the countries best prepared
to prevent or manage such an epidemic.

A lot of effort has gone into trying to
make the United States among the best pre-
pared nations. Over 20 years, the last four
Presidents and several Congresses—in re-
sponse to 9/11, bird flu, Katrina, SARS, HINI1,
MERS, and Ebola—passed 9 significant laws
that created or contributed to the public
health preparedness and response framework
we have today.

These 9 laws stood up the Strategic Na-
tional Stockpile, created an assistant sec-
retary for preparedness and response, pro-
vided incentives for the development and
manufacturing of diagnostics, vaccines, and
medicines, strengthened the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, and created the
Biomedical Advanced Research and Develop-
ment Authority (BARDA). Thanks to the
leadership of Sen. Blunt and Sen. Murray,
Congress increased funding to the National
Institutes of Health for five straight years.

All of this was part of a shared goal—
Democrats and Republicans, Congresses and
four Presidents—to advance our ability to
respond to public health threats, whether
known, like anthrax, or emerging, like
COVID-19, and they incorporated lessons
learned from public health emergencies at
the time. But despite all that effort, even the
experts underestimated COVID-19.

This hearing is about how we improve our
response now and in the fall when this virus
is expected to return. During our oversight
hearing today and future hearings, I also in-
tend to focus on the next pandemic: What
can we learn from this one to be ready for
the next one, which will surely come? Can we
learn from the current fast tracking of tests,
treatments and vaccines how to make them
available even more rapidly next time? How
to keep hospitals and states from selling off
masks and other protective equipment in be-
tween crises because of tight budgets. How
to make sure Congress funds our share of the
responsibility? How to provide enough extra
hospital beds without canceling elective sur-
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geries, hurting other patients and bank-
rupting hospitals. Whose job should it be to
coordinate supply lines so that protective
equipment, supplies, and medicines are
available and delivered to where they need to
be, when they are needed? How can the
stockpile be managed better and what should
be in it?

My preacher once said: ‘“I'm not worried
about you on Sunday, it’s what you do dur-
ing the rest of the week.” I'm afraid that
during the rest of the week—between
pandemics—we relax our focus on prepared-
ness. We become preoccupied with other im-
portant things. Our collective memory is
short. Just three months ago the country
was consumed with impeaching a President.
Now that seems like ancient Roman history.
Now, while this crisis has our full attention,
I believe we should put into law this year
whatever improvements we need to be well
prepared for the next one. If there is to be
finger pointing, I hope fingers will point in
that direction.

We are fortunate today to have four distin-
guished witnesses who are at the heart of the
response to the coronavirus crisis. I have
asked each to summarize his remarks in five
minutes. Then we will have a five minute
round of questions. I have agreed that we
will end our hearing at 12:30, which will per-
mit one full round of questions. Sen. Murray
will have the opportunity to ask an addi-
tional question before we close and all sen-
ators will be able to submit questions for the
record. There will be other hearings to follow
last Thursday’s hearing on testing and this
one.

Staying at home indefinitely is not the
way to end this pandemic. There is not
enough money available to help all those
hurt by a closed economy. All roads back to
work and back to school lead through test-
ing, tracking, isolation, treatment, and vac-
cines. This requires widespread testing—
millions more tests created mostly by new
technologies—to identify those who are sick
and who have been exposed so they can be
quarantined and, by containing the disease
in this way, give the rest of America enough
confidence to leave their homes. For the
near term, to help make sure those 31,000 UT
students and faculty show up in August, we
need widespread testing—millions more tests
created mostly by new technologies—to iden-
tify those who are sick and who have been
exposed so they can be quarantined and, by
containing the disease in this way, give the
rest of America enough confidence to go
back to work and back to school.

——————

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the bravery and dedica-
tion of our Nation’s law enforcement
personnel. Even under normal cir-
cumstances, police officers put their
lives on the line every day to defend
our communities; now, as our country
struggles through an unprecedented
public health crisis, policemen and
women are taking on even more per-
sonal risk to keep Americans safe.
They deserve our wholehearted grati-
tude and respect.

I am proud to cosponsor Senator
FEINSTEIN and Senator GRAHAM’S reso-
lution designating May 10 through May
16 as National Police Week and empha-
sizing our support for the law enforce-
ment officers across the United States
who work to preserve our safety and
security. The resolution also pays re-
spect to the many police officers who
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