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Fabre Line steamship bound for
Marseille, France. In Marseille, they
boarded Fabre Lines’ SS Providence on
its maiden voyage to Providence, RI.

The family landed at the Port of
Providence in June 1920. According to
an article printed the following month
in Providence Magazine, the SS Provi-
dence was welcomed by Rhode Islanders
with great fanfare, as it was the largest
steamship that had ever traveled up
Narragansett Bay. From there, the
family boarded a train to Lafayette,
LA, where Yahout’s two oldest children
had already settled.

The Boustany family thrived in
America. The children grew up, started
families, and became successful entre-
preneurs and respected leaders in their
community. The first generations
passed along their Catholic faith and
an exceptional work ethic to their chil-
dren and grandchildren who would go
on to find success of their own in many
pursuits. Members of the family have
become civic leaders, doctors, lawyers,
teachers, and so on. Among them is
Vicki Kennedy, an accomplished law-
yer and the widow of a giant of the
Senate, Ted Kennedy. Vicki is a dear
friend to many of us in this Chamber.
Dr. Charles Boustany, a retired heart
surgeon and former Congressman from
Louisiana, is also one of the family.

June 17, 2020 marks 100 years to the
day members of the Boustany family
first set foot in Providence. Prior to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, their
descendants had been planning to trav-
el to Rhode Island to celebrate the cen-
tennial of their family’s beginning in
America. Now, they are considering
other ways to mark the anniversary re-
motely as a family. The Boustany fam-
ily represents the very best of us: hard-
working, generous, and community-
minded. I wish them well as they cele-
brate this joyful occasion.

——————

REMEMBERING ROSHELL “MIKE”
ANDERSON

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life and achieve-
ments of Mr. Roshell ‘“Mike’ Ander-
son, acclaimed journalist for 36 years
with the Milwaukee-based television
station, WISN-12.

Mike was born in Bogalusa, LA, in
1952 and raised in New Orleans. New Or-
leans’ rich musical culture inspired
Mike’s life-long passion for R&B that
landed him twice on the R&B soul
charts in the 1970s with ‘“‘Snake out of
Green Grass’ and ‘‘Grapevine will Lie
Sometimes.”” His musical accomplish-
ments continued into the early 1990s
and helped spawn a unique brand of
journalistic storytelling.

Mike attended Louisiana State Uni-
versity and the Career Academy School
of Broadcast Journalism in Atlanta,
GA. He started his career as a disc
jockey in various Atlanta radio sta-
tions in 1970 and got his start in tele-
vision in Seattle, WA, in 1979. When
Mike took the job at WISN in Mil-
waukee in 1981, he planned to stay 3
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yvears. He retired from the station 36
years later in 2017.

Mike’s journalism career spanned
nearly four decades and six U.S. Presi-
dencies. He was proud to have inter-
viewed Richard Nixon, George Bush,
Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush. But
Mike’s most powerful work involved
telling powerful and moving stories
about the Milwaukee community. He is
perhaps best known for his two award-
winning documentaries on inner-city
violence, ‘‘Children in the Line of Fire”’
and ‘“‘Solutions to Violence.”

Five years after Hurricane Katrina
struck New Orleans, Mike returned to
his home city to cover the city’s devas-
tation and its slow process of rehabili-
tation. Through his interviews with
local residents, Mike found stories of
hope, resilience, and many sobering re-
minders that much work was left to be
done. As always, Mike brought his
unique style of warmth, kindness, and
optimism to even the darkest issues
and events.

After breaking racial and class bar-
riers, he mentored other journalists of
color and worked to celebrate their
success through his work with the Wis-
consin Black Media Association and
Milwaukee’s annual Black Excellence
Awards.

Mike’s straightforward style and
commitment to fairness led to a deep
sense of trust on the part of his view-
ers. He will long be remembered for
telling the stories of Milwaukee hon-
estly and with a deep connection to the
community.

Mike Anderson’s most lasting legacy,
however, is that he was beloved by the
Milwaukee community for not only
being a great reporter people could
trust, he was a good person whose kind-
ness will be missed.

REMEMBERING EUGENE KANE

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life and work of Mr.
Eugene Albert Kane, a renowned, pas-
sionate, and fearless journalist who for
more than 30 years spoke truth to
power and forced his readers to con-
front the uncomfortable realities of
racism and injustice in Milwaukee, in
Wisconsin, and in America.

Eugene was born to Eugene Albert
Kane, Sr., and Hattie (Freeman) Kane.
He grew up in North Philadelphia and
graduated from Temple TUniversity
where he majored in journalism and
minored in Black studies. In 1984, Eu-
gene moved to Milwaukee to take a job
with the Milwaukee Journal, the pre-
cursor to today’s Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel. There, he wrote what would
become a very well-known column,
“Raising Kane.” The title’s insinuation
of stirring the pot and causing what
civil rights icon Congressman JOHN
LEWIS has termed ‘‘good trouble,” was
indeed, intentional.

His early personal experiences with
discrimination shaped his passion for
equality and his need to speak publicly
about racism. His grandfather, seri-
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ously ill with pneumonia, died after
being turned away from hospital emer-
gency rooms because of the color of his
skin. As a teenager attending a mostly
White school, Eugene remembered a
fellow student he considered a friend,
who taunted and berated him with vile
racist insults. Racism followed him
into his professional life as well. He re-
counted times when it was next to im-
possible to obtain interviews from peo-
ple in mostly White settings and was
even falsely accused of being part of a
pickpocket scheme while covering the
Green Bay Packers in 1997 during
Super Bowl XXXI in New Orleans.
These experiences and others inspired
him to give voice to the systematic
racism saw and the lack of economic
opportunities facing African Ameri-
cans in Milwaukee and the country.
Rather than shying away from the un-
varnished truth of racism and social in-
justice in America, he walked right to-
wards it, pen and notebook in hand.

As a Black journalist who elevated
the voice of Black Milwaukee in a col-
umn read predominantly by a White
audience, Eugene’s work garnered irri-
tation as well as praise. Even a fellow
Wisconsin journalist wondered out loud
why the Journal Sentinel would ‘‘give
this guy a soap box?” He took hateful
responses to his column in stride, view-
ing them as proof his words were land-
ing exactly where they needed to. In
fact, he took pride in motivating peo-
ple to care enough about an issue to
disagree with him.

A greater number of readers and col-
leagues, however, were motivated to
praise his work. In 2014, he was in-
ducted into both the Wisconsin Media
Hall of Fame and the Milwaukee Press
Club Hall of Fame. In 1992, he was
awarded the Knight Fellowship at
Stanford University. He also received
national recognition, winning first
place for Best General Column from
the Society of Professional Journalists
in 2000 and two first-place National
Headliner Awards for Best Local Inter-
est Column in 2001 and 2003.

His accomplishments and contribu-
tions went beyond the written word. He
hosted ‘““Black Nouveau’” on Milwaukee
Public Television from  2002-2006,
taught at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and Marquette University,
and served as president of the Wis-
consin Black Media Association in 2002.

I am forever grateful that Eugene
shared his important perspective
throughout his long, storied career.
Each step of the way he demonstrated
the courage to tell the truth and shine
a light on the injustices that were
more comfortably left unspoken. This
is a true testament to the value he
served Wisconsin as a journalist.

Eugene was a vital and honest voice
for the Milwaukee community. Call
him an agitator if you must. I don’t be-
lieve he would have it any other way.
He said and wrote and needed to be
heard and read. Eugene Kane will be
missed by so many, but what he said
and the words of wisdom he wrote will
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not be forgotten to us. They should be,
and will be carried on.

————

REMEMBERING Q. TODD
DICKINSON

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, today, on
behalf of myself and Senator COONS, we
honor the life and legacy of The Honor-
able Q. Todd Dickinson. Todd was a
great friend to our offices, and we often
relied on him for impartial counsel as
we endeavored to reform patent law.
Todd was incredibly generous with his
time and his intimate knowledge of
patent law, and we will greatly miss
him.

Todd had an immeasurable impact on
our patent system during a career
spanning more than four decades. Todd
served as the first Undersecretary of
Commerce for Intellectual Property
and Director of the Patent and Trade-
mark Office from 1999 to 2001, where he
transformed the USPTO into a more
modern and independent agency. Todd
also served as executive director of the
American Intellectual Property Law
Association, where he played an essen-
tial role in the enactment of the
Leahy-Smith America Invents Act.

Todd is survived by his husband, Rob-
ert Atkins, and his brother, John Dick-
inson. Our thoughts and prayers are
with Todd’s family during this difficult
time.

——
TRIBUTE TO KIMBERLY BIERLY

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor Kimberly “Kim’’ Bierly,
who will retire this month after 13
years of service to the U.S. Senate. For
as long as I have been in the Senate,
Kim has served as my regional man-
ager for the North Central Region of
Pennsylvania.

Born and raised in Lock Haven, Kim
gained a wealth of professional experi-
ence prior to her Senate service. A stu-
dent of journalism, Kim graduated
from Rider College before becoming a
reporter for the Lock Haven Express.
She later served as the national mar-
keting director for Penn State Univer-
sity and worked in private sector mar-
keting, before lending her time and tal-
ents to my 2006 Senate campaign. Fol-
lowing our victory that year, Kim
began her Senate service when I asked
her to join my State staff in 2007.

Over the course of these many years,
Kim has tirelessly championed the con-
cerns of rural constituents and worked
to ensure that their needs were always
addressed in my work. She answered
thousands of phone calls, attended hun-
dreds of constituent meeting and trav-
eled far and wide across many, many
miles to meet people in their own
towns. She worked hard to present the
views of our State’s farming commu-
nity and conducted me around all my
engagements and events throughout
the region. It is often said that Kim
“knows everyone in Central Pennsyl-
vania,” and I can testify that that is
true.
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Kim has a heart of gold, and she has
always watched over all of her col-
leagues as a kind of ‘“Mother Hen,”
sending along a kind word of encour-
agement, placing a personal call, and
helping everyone who is in need. As a
proud cancer survivor, she proudly
ministers to other patients and be-
lieves in giving back in return for the
many kindnesses bestowed on her dur-
ing her illness.

For all of her professional accom-
plishments, Kim has many hobbies and
personal pursuits. She is an accom-
plished knitter—socks are her favor-
ite—who owned her own small business
in Centre County for several years
called ‘‘Main Street Yarn.” She is also
an animal lover who spent 10 years
leading a volunteer golden retriever
rescue organization in her free time
that saved over 800 dogs. While she
misses her goldens ‘‘Timber” and
“Teddy” every day, she loves to show
off pictures of her dog, ‘‘Charlie,” and
her cat, ‘‘Caddy.” They are her family.

My most enduring memories of Kim
are our annual attempts to procure
donuts and milkshakes at the Pennsyl-
vania Farm Show and snacking on the
wonderful chocolate chip cookies she
would bake for the whole team during
our staff retreats. Her departure leaves
big shoes to fill, but I wish her well as
she and her husband, Keith, move on to
this next adventure in their lives.

Congratulations, Kim, for a job well
done. I am grateful for your service to
the country and the Commonwealth,
and I wish you the best of luck in your
retirement. We will miss you.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING NORTH DAKOTA
STUDENTS RECEIVING THE PRU-
DENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
AWARDS

e Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, I would
like to congratulate and honor four
North Dakota students who have been
recognized for their remarkable volun-
teer service by the Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards program.

This year’s State honoress are Micah
Schilittenhardt and Alexis Thompson
of Bismarck. Distinguished finalists
are Teagen Nicholes of Minot and
Amorelle Upton of Fargo.

Micah, a student at Legacy High
School, has spent more than 150 hours
raising awareness across North Dakota
about the benefits of dance for people
with Parkinson’s disease, while also
raising funds for dance lessons, support
groups, and research. Alexis, who at-
tends Horizon Middle School, started
an annual toy drive which has provided
gifts for more than 400 adolescent hos-
pital patients, launched a campaign to
increase scoliosis awareness and
screening, and organized a support
group for girls with curvature of the
spine.

Teagen established a food pantry at
Erik Ramstad Middle School, along
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with contacting local businesses for fi-
nancial support, spreading awareness
about food insecurity and organized
schoolwide activities to raise funds and
donations. Amorelle, who attends Da-
vies High School, has raised money to
benefit the Rape and Abuse Crisis Cen-
ter, has secured donations from local
businesses, hosted several fundraising
events, and sent more than 300 letters
soliciting support from her local com-
munity.

The Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards were created by Prudential Fi-
nancial in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School
Principals in 1995. Their purpose is to
impress upon all youth volunteers
their contributions are critically im-
portant and highly valued and to in-
spire other young people to follow their
example. Over the past 25 years, the
program has become the Nation’s larg-
est youth recognition effort based sole-
ly on community service. It has hon-
ored more than 130,000 young volun-
teers at the local, State, and national
level.

These young volunteers inspire all of
us and are among our brightest hopes
for a better tomorrow. I heartily ap-
plaud them for their dedication to
making their communities better
places to live and for the positive im-
pact they have had on the lives of oth-
ers. Their actions show that young
Americans can and do play important
roles in their communities and that
America’s community spirit continues
to hold tremendous promise for the fu-
ture. Again, congratulations to Micah,
Alesis, Teagen, and Amorelle. I fully
expect to hear much more from each of
them as they emerge as leaders of our
next generation.e

———

RECOGNIZING THE VICTORY
SEWERS OF SANDERS COUNTY

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
the Victory Sewers of Sanders County
for volunteering their time to support
their community during the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic.

In the face of these challenging
times, a group of nearly 45 Montanans
in Sanders County have stepped up to
sew gowns for the staff of Fork Valley
Hospital. Volunteers have also used
leftover materials to produce protec-
tive masks for our law enforcement
and first responders.

The group has made over 90 gowns
and over 500 masks, which have been
distributed to clinics in Thompson
Falls, Hot Springs, and to various
emergency service personnel across
Sanders County. The Victory Sewers
are comprised of Montanans from
Plains, Paradise, Thompson Falls,
Trout Creek, and Noxon.

It is my honor to recognize the Vic-
tory Sewers of Sanders County for
their efforts to support our healthcare
heroes and those on the frontlines of
this pandemic. The compassion and
commitment of these extraordinary
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