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and an estimated 60 to 80 percent of neonatal
deaths occur in low-birth-weight babies;

Whereas a large body of evidence supports the
benefits of improved breastfeeding practices on
the short-term and long-term health and devel-
opment of children and their mothers;

Whereas a growing body of evidence indicates
that reducing maternal and child malnutrition,
especially in the critical 1,000-day period be-
tween the beginning of pregnancy and the sec-
ond birthday of the child, is imperative to—

(1) ending preventable child and maternal
deaths;

(2) improving IQ, and physical, brain and
cognitive development; and

(3) strengthening the immune systems of chil-
dren;

Whereas combatting malnutrition is an eco-
nomic issue, as well as a global health issue,
that is central to reducing poverty and putting
communities on a path toward greater self-reli-
ance and economic growth;

Whereas research indicates that—

(1) adults who were well nourished as chil-
dren earn up to 46 percent more than adults
who were malnourished as children;

(2) countries with a very high burden of early
malnutrition have lower economic growth rates
resulting from lost income and productivity; and

(3) the cost of child malnutrition is substan-
tial, with estimated losses in Gross Domestic
Product of 3 to 16 percent and potential impacts
to the global economy as high as $3,500,000,000
per year;

Whereas leading economists and Nobel Laure-
ates have identified improving child nutrition as
the most cost-effective way to improve global
health outcomes and enhance development;

Whereas the Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Strategy
of the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) recognizes that it is in
the national interest of the United States to help
developing countries reduce malnutrition by ad-
dressing the direct and underlying causes of
malnutrition;

Whereas the linkage between humanitarian
assistance and development programming under
the USAID Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Strategy
helps build resilience to shocks and stresses in
vulnerable communities, promotes greater self-
reliance, and is essential to reducing long-term
reliance upon other forms of United States for-
eign assistance;

Whereas, in addition to providing bilateral
support, the United States plays a leading role
in supporting the goals of Scaling Up Nutrition,
a global movement of 60 countries to prioritice
nutrition through effective policy and dedicated
national resources, particularly during the
1,000-day window of opportunity between the
beginning of pregnancy and the second birthday
of the child; and

Whereas, despite the significant progress in
reducing undernutrition since 1990, global
progress has been too slow—

(1) to ensure that undernutrition no longer in-
hibits a child’s ability to attain a full and pros-
perous future; and

(2) for the global community to reach the glob-
al nutrition targets set for 2025: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved,

That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that—

(A) malnutrition is a universal issue that no
country can afford to overlook;

(B) food security and good nutrition in early
childhood saves lives and lays the foundation
for healthy physical and cognitive growth and
development; and

(C) the potential life-long health and eco-
nomic benefits of early childhood nutrition in-
fluence the future of individual children and
families, as well as entire communities and
countries;

(2) acknowledges that effective programs to re-
duce malnutrition are not only lifesaving, but
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also critical to the success of United States for-
eign assistance programs to improve global
health, end preventable child and maternal
death, achieve an AIDS-free generation, reach
starving children during an emergency,
strengthen food security, and accelerate inclu-
sive economic growth;

(3) affirms that it is in the national interest of
the United States to help developing countries
build their own capacity to reduce malnutrition,
address the direct and indirect causes of mal-
nutrition, and meet the nutritional needs of
women and children;

(4) recognizes the effectiveness of the Multi-
Sectoral Nutrition Strategy of USAID, the U.S.
Government Global Nutrition Coordination
Plan, and the U.S. Government Global Food Se-
curity Strategy to address the direct and indi-
rect causes of malnutrition and reach, by 2025,
the global nutrition targets agreed to at the
World Health Assembly in 2012;

(5) supports the goals and principles of the
Scaling Up Nutrition movement to end global
malnutrition through—

(A) greater collaboration between govern-
ments, civil society, international organizations,
donors, the private sector, and researchers on
multi-sectoral approaches;

(B) cost-effective and inclusive approaches;
and

(C) improved transparency and accountability
for results;

(6) recognizes the significant progress made in
the fight against global malnutrition,

(7) recommends accelerating improvements to
the systems affecting the health and nutritional
status of women and children through innova-
tive, scaled-up approaches;

(8) applauds the efforts of USAID to integrate
effective nutrition programming across relevant
development sectors; and

(9) calls for additional transformative efforts
across relevant sectors at USAID to accelerate
progress toward ending maternal and child mal-
nutrition, including through—

(4) country development cooperation strate-
gies that align with national nutrition plans;
and

(B) improved and clear methods to track nu-
trition funding and outcomes across all global
nutrition programs of the United States Govern-
ment, especially those relating to—

(i) global health,

(ii) food security;

(iii) agricultural development;

(iv) basic education;

(v) food assistance; and

(vi) water, sanitation, and hygiene (also
known as “WASH”’).

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
substitute amendment to the resolu-
tion be agreed to; that the resolution,
as amended, be agreed to; that the
committee-reported amendment to the
preamble be agreed to; that the pre-
amble, as amended, be agreed to; that
the committee-reported title amend-
ment be agreed to; and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,

in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.
The resolution (S. Res. 260), as

amended, was agreed to.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble was agreed to.

The preamble, as amended,
agreed to.

The committee-reported title amend-
ment was agreed to as follows:

was
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Amend the title so as to read: ‘A resolu-
tion recognizing the importance of sustained
United States leadership to accelerating
global progress against maternal and child
malnutrition and supporting the commit-
ment of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development to reducing global
malnutrition through the Multi-Sectoral Nu-
trition Strategy.”.

————

INDO-PACIFIC COOPERATION ACT
OF 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 363, S. 2547.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 2547) to state the policy of the
United States with respect to the expansion
of cooperation with allies and partners in the
Indo-Pacific region and Europe regarding the
People’s Republic of China.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Indo-Pacific
Cooperation Act of 2019”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Congress supports the finding on the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China articulated in the 2018
National Defense Strategy and the 2017 Na-
tional Security Strategy.

(2) The Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of
2018 (Public Law 115—409) established the policy
of the United States ‘‘to develop and commit to
a long-term strategic vision and a comprehen-
sive, multifaceted, and principled United States
policy for the Indo-Pacific region’’ so as to ad-
vance United States national security, eco-
nomic, human rights, and other regional inter-
ests, and for such purposes, Congress has au-
thorized appropriate funding.

(3) The People’s Republic of China is
leveraging military modernization, influence op-
erations, and predatory economics to coerce
neighboring countries to reorder the Indo-Pa-
cific region to the advantage of the People’s Re-
public of China.

(4) As the People’s Republic of China con-
tinues its economic and military ascendance, as-
serting power through a whole of government
long-term strategy, the People’s Republic of
China will continue to pursue a military mod-
ernization program that seeks Indo-Pacific re-
gional hegemony in the near-term and displace-
ment of the United States to achieve global pre-
eminence in the future.

(5) The most far-reaching objective of the de-
fense strategy of the United States is to set the
military relationship between the United States
and the People’s Republic of China on a path
toward transparency and nonaggression.

(6) The People’s Republic of China uses eco-
nomic inducements and penalties, influence op-
erations, and implied military threats to per-
suade other countries to heed the political and
security agenda of the People’s Republic of
China.

(7) United States allies and partners are crit-
ical to effective competition with the People’s
Republic of China.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to expand military, diplomatic, and eco-
nomic alliances and partnerships in the Indo-
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Pacific region and with Europe and like-minded
countries around the globe that are critical to
effective competition with the People’s Republic
of China;

(2) to develop, in collaboration with such al-
lies and partners, a unified approach to ad-
dressing and deterring significant diplomatic,
economic, and military challenges posed by the
People’s Republic of China; and

(3) to promote, in partnership with like-mind-
ed countries around the globe, the values of de-
mocracy and human rights.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Romney amendment
at the desk be considered and agreed
to; that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment, as amended, be
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1282) was agreed
to as follows:

(Purpose: To modify a finding relating to the
defense strategy of the United States)

In section 2, strike paragraph (5) and insert
the following:

(5) A critical objective of the defense strat-
egy of the United States is to set the mili-
tary of the People’s Republic of China on a
path toward transparency and nonaggres-
sion.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The bill (S. 25647), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 2547

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Indo-Pacific

Cooperation Act of 2019°°.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
Congress makes the following findings:
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(1) Congress supports the finding on the
People’s Republic of China articulated in the
2018 National Defense Strategy and the 2017
National Security Strategy.

(2) The Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-409) established the pol-
icy of the United States ‘“‘to develop and
commit to a long-term strategic vision and a
comprehensive, multifaceted, and principled
United States policy for the Indo-Pacific re-
gion” so as to advance United States na-
tional security, economic, human rights, and
other regional interests, and for such pur-
poses, Congress has authorized appropriate
funding.

(3) The People’s Republic of China is
leveraging military modernization, influence
operations, and predatory economics to co-
erce neighboring countries to reorder the
Indo-Pacific region to the advantage of the
People’s Republic of China.

(4) As the People’s Republic of China con-
tinues its economic and military ascendance,
asserting power through a whole of govern-
ment long-term strategy, the People’s Re-
public of China will continue to pursue a
military modernization program that seeks
Indo-Pacific regional hegemony in the near-
term and displacement of the United States
to achieve global preeminence in the future.

(5) A critical objective of the defense strat-
egy of the United States is to set the mili-
tary of the People’s Republic of China on a
path toward transparency and nonaggres-
sion.

(6) The People’s Republic of China uses
economic inducements and penalties, influ-
ence operations, and implied military
threats to persuade other countries to heed
the political and security agenda of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

(7) United States allies and partners are
critical to effective competition with the
People’s Republic of China.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to expand military, diplomatic, and eco-
nomic alliances and partnerships in the Indo-
Pacific region and with Europe and like-
minded countries around the globe that are
critical to effective competition with the
People’s Republic of China;

(2) to develop, in collaboration with such
allies and partners, a unified approach to ad-
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dressing and deterring significant diplo-
matic, economic, and military challenges
posed by the People’s Republic of China; and

(3) to promote, in partnership with like-
minded countries around the globe, the val-
ues of democracy and human rights.

—————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 15, 2020

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Wednesday, Jan-
uary 15; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and that the Sen-
ate then proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:50 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, January 15, 2020, at 10 a.m.

————

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate January 14, 2020:
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

PETER GAYNOR, OF RHODE ISLAND, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AGENCY, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.
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