January 14, 2020

country, we have to paddle for our lives
right now to avoid being sucked over
the climate falls and into dangers that
we don’t want to see and that we don’t
want our children to have to see.

Let’s wake up here. Let’s shake off
the shackles of this crooked fossil fuel
industry, and let’s get paddling for our
lives.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
MCSALLY). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. SAMIR GUINDI

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
the community in Harlan County, KY,
will gather next month in honor of a
devoted caregiver and friend as he pre-
pares to begin a well-deserved retire-
ment. Today, I would like to join them
in paying tribute to Dr. Samir Guindi
for the 45 years of devotion he has
given to Southeastern Kentucky.

Dr. Guindi—Sam to his friends—and
his wife, Laila, are originally from
Egypt. They arrived in Harlan in 1975,
where Sam spent much of his career as
the only ear, nose, and throat surgical
specialist in the area. As a result, his
services were constantly in demand,
and he dedicated himself whole-
heartedly to the vital work. Conserv-
ative estimates by his colleagues show
Sam conducted more than 200,000 pa-
tient visits during his impressive ca-
reer. He performed approximately
30,000 procedures. Many of the patients
Sam treated were children at high risk
of ear damage and deafness.

On top of his busy professional sched-
ule, Sam partnered with the well-re-
garded Appalachian Regional
Healthcare System to provide chari-
table care for families in need. He was
based in Harlan, but Sam’s work ex-
tended into nearby Bell, Letcher, and
Perry Counties as well. He spent count-
less hours on the road to see scores of
patients in a single day, often without
any compensation. In a region that has
long faced a scarcity of medical profes-
sionals, Sam’s tireless generosity and
kindness made a remarkable impact on
families in Southeastern Kentucky.

Sam’s life has been a wonderful ex-
ample of selflessness. Both of his sons,
Alfi and Sherif, are successful attor-
neys, and Sherif followed his father
into the service of his community by
working as a public defender and an as-
sistant Commonwealth’s attorney. It is
my privilege to join the Guindi family,
the Harlan community, and all of
Sam’s patients in thanking him for his
decades of providing vital medical care
in Appalachia. I wish Sam the very
best as he enjoys a relaxing retirement.
I urge my Senate colleagues to join me
in commending this outstanding Ken-
tuckian.
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TRIBUTE TO TOMMY LOVING

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
it is a pleasure to join the residents of
Warren County, as well as law enforce-
ment professionals throughout Ken-
tucky, in congratulating my friend
Tommy Loving as he marks 50 years of
distinguished service in law enforce-
ment next month. With a dedication to
service, Tommy has been instrumental
in the protection of Kentucky’s fami-
lies and communities. He continues to
answer the call of duty each and every
day, and our Commonwealth is safer as
a result.

Tommy’s career in law enforcement
began at age 21 when he joined the
Kentucky State Police, KSP, as a dis-
patcher. He would wear the gray uni-
form for more than two decades, serv-
ing as a trooper and then sergeant at
posts across the Commonwealth.

In response to the ongoing struggle
against illegal drugs, local leaders es-
tablished the Bowling Green-Warren
County Drug Task Force in 1997. They
asked Tommy to put his experience to
work protecting families from the
spike of substance abuse as the organi-
zation’s inaugural director. For the
last 23 years, Tommy has done just
that.

The task force is a collaborative
team from the local police department,
the county sheriff, Western Kentucky
University’s police force, the KSP, pro-
fessionals from the Kentucky Gov-
ernor’s and Attorney General’s Offices,
and Federal law enforcement. These of-
ficers, bolstered by chemists, prosecu-
tors, and support staff, lead the fight
against the spread of dangerous sub-
stances in Warren County. As Ken-
tucky continues to endure the dev-
astating consequences of the opioid
epidemic and a resurgence of meth-
amphetamine use, the task force’s ex-
pertise is vital now more than ever.

Because of his decade-long record
leading this highly specialized team,
Tommy was asked to take on an addi-
tional responsibility as the executive
director of the Kentucky Narcotic Offi-
cers’ Association, KNOA. With a mis-
sion to assist law enforcement per-
sonnel throughout the State with
training and support as they combat il-
licit drug abuse, KNOA has increased
the wellbeing of communities through-
out the Commonwealth.

In recognition of his success in both
local and State law enforcement,
Tommy was selected to be the regional
director for the National Narcotics Of-
ficers’ Association Coalition in 2010.
Now, he coordinates with officers and
policymakers across six States and our
Nation’s Capital to share best practices
and enhance public safety. Other
States are looking to Kentucky for
leadership, and Tommy’s experience is
benefiting families and communities
around the country.

Thankfully, last year Kentucky saw
the largest decrease in drug overdose
fatalities in a decade. It was a long-
awaited glimmer of hope in our fight
against addiction. The service of law
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enforcement officers, like Tommy, is a
critical part of our comprehensive re-
sponse to the addiction epidemic, and I
hope he and his colleagues are proud of
their contributions to this good news.
In 2018, the KNOA Board unanimously
voted to bestow on Tommy their Life-
time Distinguished Service Award for
his decades of work protecting families
and communities from substance
abuse.

It is a distinct pleasure for me to join
the chorus praising Tommy for his
half-century in law enforcement. We
may never be able to repay the selfless
sacrifices of the brave men and women
who protect our communities, but we
can and should show our gratitude.
Tommy’s leadership and service are a
great asset to Kentucky, and I know I
speak for many when I say thank you.
As he celebrates this milestone, I hope
my Senate colleagues join me in shar-
ing our congratulations with Tommy
Loving and thanking him for his faith-
ful service to Kentucky families.

REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER
ALLEN

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
rise today to speak about a dedicated
husband, father, son, public servant,
and Marylander, Chris Allen.

Sadly, Chris passed away last week.
He was 58 years old. He leaves behind a
wife Lynda-Marie, and two daughters,
Sophie and Lucie.

Chris spent years in the office of my
friend Senator ROBERTS, relentlessly
advocating on behalf of his constitu-
ents. More recently, he worked for Sen-
ator GRASSLEY on the Republican staff
of the Senate Finance Committee,
where he pushed for pragmatic policy
solutions to improve the life of retirees
and the pension system.

Those of us who were lucky enough
to know Chris know he lifted the spir-
its of those around him through his
wry sense of humor and infectious posi-
tivity. At work, he was experienced,
passionate, and knowledgeable about
his work, always searching for good
policy with bipartisan support.

For those lucky enough to work with
Chris, he made lifelong friends and al-
lies. He will not soon be forgotten.

The world is a little less upbeat with-
out Chris here. I hope you will join me
in praying for his family and friends.

————

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL SARAH D. ECCLESTON

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I
rise today to recognize LTC Sarah D.
Eccleston for her exemplary dedication
to duty and service to the U.S. Army
and to the United States of America.

Over the past year, she has served as
the congressional analyst and congres-
sional liaison in the Office of the Army
Surgeon General.

LTC Sarah Eccleston was born and
raised in Dillon, MT, and began her
Army service in 2001 as a cadet in the
Reserve Officer Training Corps, ROTC.
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In 2004, she was commissioned as a dis-
tinguished military graduate from the
University of Utah ROTC Program and
received her bachelors of science de-
gree in nursing from Westminster Col-
lege, Salt Lake City, UT.

On her initial assignment as a lieu-
tenant, she served as a staff nurse on a
32-bed multidisciplinary medical-sur-
gical unit at the Carl R. Darnall Army
Medical Center at Fort Hood, TX. She
then attended the Critical Care Nurse
Course at Brooke Army Medical Cen-
ter, BAMC, in Fort Sam Houston, TX,
where she began working as a clinical
staff nurse in the surgical trauma in-
tensive care unit at BAMC.

In 2009, she deployed with the 10th
Combat Support Hospital out of Fort
Carson, CO, to Baghdad, Iraq, where
she worked as a critical care nurse.
Shortly thereafter, she began working
as the 2nd Brigade ROTC nurse coun-
selor at Fort Dix, NJ. She completed
her time with ROTC in May of 2012 and
was selected for long-term health edu-
cation and training through Widener
University, where she received a mas-
ter’s in nursing. After graduating as a
critical care clinical nurse specialist,
Lieutenant Colonel Eccleston was as-
signed to Madigan Army Medical Cen-
ter in Fort Lewis, WA, where she
oversaw policy and quality of practice
in three intensive care units.

Prior to her current assignment, in
the summer of 2018, Lieutenant Colonel
Eccleston was selected to serve as the
executive nurse fellow to the Chief and
Deputy Chief of the Army Nurse Corps.

After graduating as a critical care
clinical nurse specialist, Lieutenant
Colonel Eccleston was assigned to Mad-
igan Army Medical Center at Joint
Base Fort Lewis-McChord, WA, where
she oversaw policy and quality of prac-
tice in three intensive care units.

Montanans and all Americans owe
LTC Sarah Eccleston the deepest grati-
tude for her decade of active service to
this Nation. I wish Sarah and her fam-
ily all the best as they continue their
journey of service.

(At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

————
TRIBUTE TO NORMA KAEHLER

e Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I
am pleased to recognize Mrs. Norma
Kaehler on the occasion of her retire-
ment. Norma has been a hero of the
aviation community for more than two
decades. Most recently, she served as
the managing director for government
and corporate affairs at American Air-
lines Group.

Not many may remember this, but
Norma got her start on Capitol Hill
working for Senator Mack Mattingly of
Georgia, and she never forgot that tak-
ing care of constituents is our No. 1
priority around here. She has always
worked on behalf of the employees of
American Airlines on Capitol Hill, tens
of thousands of airline pilots, mechan-
ics and maintenance personnel, flight
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attendants, gate agents, and everyone
in the back office—all responsible for
ensuring planes depart and land on
time—have benefited from her advo-
cacy on their behalf. I can personally
attest to this during her tireless advo-
cacy of legislation I sponsored that
protected the retirement benefits of
American Airline employees after the
2013 merger.

In the course of her career, Norma
Kaehler has worked for multiple air-
lines: Trans World Airlines, American
Airlines, and American Airlines Group;
and she played a major role in every
FAA reauthorization bill enacted by
Congress. Through it all, Norma re-
mained an unflappable, passionate ad-
vocate for aviation. I know I join her
family and American Airlines in
thanking Norma for her years of serv-
ice and contributions to the aviation
community.

Congratulations on your retirement.
We will miss you around here.®

———

TRIBUTE TO JULIUS P. KNAPP

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I
rise today to commend Julius ‘‘Julie”
P. Knapp for his service to our Nation
during the past 45 years. Mr. Knapp re-
tires this month from his position as
the FCC’s Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology, OET, where
he helped usher in the modern age of
communications and was instrumental
in making spectrum available to fuel
our Nation’s economic growth in this
area. If you are accessing a mobile de-
vice right now, using Wi-Fi, or buying
the latest wireless gadget, you are like-
ly benefiting from Julie Knapp’s work.

Mr. Knapp is well known and re-
spected here in Congress for his tech-
nically precise and straightforward tes-
timony at countless hearings. Mr.
Knapp is a world-recognized expert in
communications and is widely viewed
as a leader on technical policy issues
because of his expertise, his pragmatic
and fair approach, and his ability to
“translate’” complex engineering issues
to policymakers on all sides of an
issue. He has briefed generations of
congressional staffers on the intrica-
cies of spectrum management and pro-
vided significant and substantial input
on spectrum legislation. Many Mem-
bers of this body have discussed com-
munications industry developments
with Julie, including low power FM,
wireless and satellite issues, 4G LTE,
Wi-Fi, and 5G, among others.

When the public looks at Julie
Knapp’s career, we can see a parallel to
the timeline of America’s communica-
tions industry’s growth. He graduated
from high school in New Hyde, NY, in
1969, and he received his engineering
degree from the City College of New
York in 1974. Less than a month later,
he went right to work for the American
people. He rose through the ranks at
the FCC, beginning as a 22-year-old cer-
tifying radio frequency devices and
growing into a seasoned professional in
the increasingly important equipment
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authorization branch. He became Chief
of the FCC laboratory, Chief of the Pol-
icy and Rules Division for OET, and fi-
nally Chief of OET, where he has served
with extraordinary distinction since
2006.

Mr. Knapp’s outstanding work has
brought him numerous awards and ac-
colades within the government and in
the engineering community. In 2012, he
received one of the highest honors for a
civil servant, the Presidential Distin-
guished Rank Award. He also has re-
ceived the FCC’s Gold and Silver
Awards and the Eugene C. Bowler
Award for exceptional professionalism
and dedication to public service.

Mr. Knapp has served the United
States through multiple administra-
tions, never asking for more than the
opportunity to make a difference—and
along the way, making a lasting, posi-
tive impact. He epitomizes the concept
of civil service. We all owe Julie Knapp
a debt of gratitude and our sincerest
thanks for dedicating his life to build-
ing America’s communications sys-
tems and making these services univer-
sally available to all of us and for
doing so with grace and humility.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING PAUL “PETE” DYE,
JR.

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I honor the life of Paul ‘‘Pete’” Dye,
Jr., who was a legend in the sport of
golf and the most iconic golf course ar-
chitect in the modern era. Just one of
five architects to be inducted into the
World Golf Hall of Fame, his death on
January 9, 2020, marks an end to an il-
lustrious career of dedication and con-
tribution to the sport.

Born on December 29, 1925, in Urbana.,
OH, Dye was first introduced to golf by
his father, who built Urbana Country
Club, a nine-hole course on their fam-
ily’s land in Champaign County. As a
high schooler, Dye won the State
championship and went on to medal in
the State amateur golf championship.

While many know Dye as an iconic
course designer, he was also deeply
committed to our great Nation. In 1944
at the age of 18, Dye enlisted in the
U.S. Army during World War II.

Dye leaves behind an extraordinary
legacy, including the world-renowned
“Island Green,” the 17th hole at TPC
Sawgrass in my home State of Florida,
where Dye lived for many years. Flor-
ida was a special place for Dye, and it
was also where he met his wife, Alice
Holliday O’Neal, while he was enrolled
at Rollins College. They went on to
have two sons, P.B. and Perry, who to
this day have continued their father’s
work, honoring him by designing
courses under the Dye Designs banner.

With immense gratitude for his work
and service, I am honored to pay trib-
ute to Pete’s life.®
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