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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, March 23, 2020, at 11:30 a.m. 

Senate 
FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2020 

The Senate met at 12 noon and was 
called to order by the Honorable JOHN 
KENNEDY, a Senator from the State of 
Louisiana. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Lord, You are worthy of our 

praise. Save us from the forces that 
threaten our Nation and world. 

Lord, inspire our lawmakers, even 
though the Earth seems to tremble and 
the mountains seem to shake. May our 
Senators embrace Your Divine prin-
ciples and live blameless lives. Give 
them the wisdom to labor with integ-
rity and to seek Your Divine approval. 
Illuminate the darkness that inevi-
tably comes, and lead them to Your de-
sired destination. 

Empower us all, Almighty God, with 
the faith that will keep us sure-footed, 
even in slippery places. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, Friday, March 20, 2020. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHN KENNEDY, a Sen-
ator from the State of Louisiana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. KENNEDY thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business for 3 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CORONAVIRUS 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on 

September 11, America was attacked 
by evil. Thousands of our countrymen 
were murdered by terrorists. In an in-
stant, the Nation was gripped with fear 
and anxiety. And as our buildings 
burned, we mourned the loss of our fel-
low Americans, but as we mourned, we 
also became very united as a country. 
We came together and stood as one 
against a common enemy. That unity 
laid a foundation for our victory, and it 
helped our military men and women 
deliver justice to those who sought to 
destroy us. 

Now, we confront a similar challenge. 
Unlike the 9/11 attacks, our enemy 
today is faceless. We can’t see or hear 
that enemy. We can’t send our Armed 
Forces to hunt it down and protect us, 
but much like our response to the ter-
rorist attacks nearly 20 years ago, we 
must unite as a country. The threat we 
face is perhaps the greatest since World 
War II. So much like our response to 
the terrorist attacks 20 years ago, we 
will be united. 

Never before have we shuttered so 
much of our country: businesses clos-
ing, restaurants particularly, all kinds 
of—just stay at home, in other words. 
Never before has our society changed 
so much, seemingly overnight. 

The coronavirus issue could prove as 
deadly as any war in recent history, 
and that is why it is everyone’s respon-
sibility to do their part. 

In Congress, we have already passed 
legislation to provide emergency relief, 
and our job isn’t done yet. Further, un-
precedented economic and public 
health support is on the way, but what 
we do in Washington and State capitols 
across our country is only one part of 
that solution. It is the civic duty of 
every community, every family, and 
every individual to enlist in this fight. 

Make no mistake, our Nation is at 
war—a war on our own soil. This war 
and this enemy aren’t like anything 
that we fought before. Our strategy 
and tactics will be different, but the 
stakes are just as high. 

This war will not be waged on foreign 
lands with tanks or guns or troops. It 
will be waged right here in hospitals 
and public places and in homes and 
with personal responsibility, personal 
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sacrifice, and patience on the part of 
our people. 

It is on every American to exercise 
these values: Do not gather in large 
groups. Don’t hoard crucial goods. 
Keep your distance from those you 
must be near. Protect yourself and oth-
ers by washing your hands, covering 
your cough and sneeze, and cleaning 
commonly used surfaces. Work from 
home if you can. Check on your neigh-
bors. Call your relatives. Offer to help 
each other, especially the most vulner-
able. We are all in this together. 

Much as we did before, we must shed 
party labels and put aside partisan pol-
itics. We must band together and hold 
on to our national identity, our fami-
lies, and, most importantly, our faith. 

Throughout history, Americans have 
risen to the occasion when confronted 
with crises. I am confident this time 
will be no different. 

It is up to each and every American 
to fight the spread of this deadly virus. 
Countless lives depend on it. The days 
and months ahead will be tough for ev-
eryone. But just like post-World War 
II, a safer, a healthier, and a more 
prosperous United States of America is 
just around the corner. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday I introduced the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
Act: Senate Republicans’ bold proposal 
to continue combating this health cri-
sis and the economic crisis it is caus-
ing. And I called on our Democratic 
counterparts to join us immediately at 
the table for urgent discussions so the 
Senate can deliver measured relief to 
the American people as soon as hu-
manly possible. 

I am glad to say that talks are al-
ready well underway. Earlier this 
morning, a number of our committee 
chairmen began indepth, bipartisan 
talks with their Democratic counter-
parts. We were joined by representa-
tives from the administration, and 
those talks continue right now as we 
speak. 

Here are the next steps: These Mem-
ber-level discussions will proceed with 
the goal of reaching agreements on 
each of four components of the legisla-
tion by the end of today—by the end of 
today, agreements on each of these 
four components. 

This would allow the first procedural 
vote to occur before the end of the day 
tomorrow, and that would allow a bi-
partisan package focused on immediate 
challenges to pass the Senate Monday. 

The Nation’s needs and expectations 
are perfectly clear. Workers, families, 
small businesses, and the foundations 

of our economy itself need swift action. 
And in the Senate, ‘‘swift’’ means bi-
partisan. 

The Senate rose to the occasion ear-
lier this month. We united across party 
lines to pass billions in quick funding 
to support the medical response, and 
we did it again just this week. We 
passed the more modest proposal that 
came over from the Democratic House 
quickly and in a bipartisan fashion. 

Now our Nation needs a major next 
step, and we need it fast. That is why 
Senate Republicans produced a bold 
initial proposal to give shape and 
structure to these discussions. 

First, our CARES Act will deliver di-
rect financial help as quickly as pos-
sible to the American people. Senate 
Republicans want to put cash in Amer-
icans’ hands. 

For Americans who have lost work, 
this would be the quickest possible 
first wave of government assistance to 
supplement unemployment insurance 
and help with bills and immediate 
needs. 

For our Nation’s seniors, this would 
supplement Social Security and pro-
vide further relief to those who are at 
heightened risk and have had to change 
their routines literally overnight. 

And for Americans still working, this 
infusion of money would provide a lit-
tle more certainty in this very uncer-
tain moment and the opportunities to 
invest in local economies where pos-
sible. 

Second, our proposal would provide 
the quickest possible access to des-
perately needed liquidity for small 
businesses all across our country. Our 
proposal would use existing channels 
and small businesses’ existing lending 
relationships to provide hundreds of 
billions of dollars in emergency cap-
ital, a significant cash infusion as fast 
as possible so that more small busi-
nesses can hold on to their workers, 
weather this disruption, and come out 
on the other side instead of having to 
resort to layoffs or shutdowns right 
away. 

So no tangled new bureaucracies, no 
delay of this urgent aid while we try to 
redesign complex programs from the 
ground up, just the most direct path— 
the most direct path to the cash that 
small businesses need to keep making 
payroll, while, in many cases, the gov-
ernment itself is chasing away their 
customers for the sake of public 
health. 

This straightforward approach is al-
ready earning support. A coalition of 
small business advocates has already 
written to express their hope that 
‘‘both Republicans and Democrats can 
come together’’ to pass this. 

Third, our bill recognizes a big, 
structural, national crisis requires a 
big, structural response. Let me say 
that again. Our bill recognizes that a 
big, structural national crisis requires 
a big, structural response. 

We want to empower the Treasury 
Department to engage in targeted lend-
ing—not bailouts but loans—to key 

sectors and industries which this pan-
demic is hurting. 

Again, we want to preserve employer- 
employee relationships wherever we 
can. We have to fight to protect jobs, 
and we need to recognize that our Na-
tion will need industries to come back 
online quickly on the other side of the 
crisis. 

Fourth—and this is crucial—our leg-
islation will continue to push surged 
resources to the frontlines of the med-
ical battle against the virus itself. We 
want to expand access to testing and 
treatment to further encourage and 
speed up research on therapeutics and 
eventually vaccines, to continue to 
fund the hospitals and health centers 
that are treating patients, and we want 
to expand healthcare workers’ access 
to critical equipment and supplies, in-
cluding—including—respirator masks. 

These are the four big things our bill 
seeks to do. As we speak, at this very 
moment, Senators on both sides are 
discussing the details and exchanging 
suggestions on all four of the pillars 
that I have just outlined. 

So, once again, this will not be the 
first bill we pass to combat this crisis 
or the second, and I do not expect it 
will be the last. 

This legislation does not need to con-
tain every piece of the ongoing na-
tional effort. In fact, that would be im-
possible. But everyone—everyone— 
from public health experts to econo-
mists, to working families of this coun-
try—everyone—has made it clear that 
we need to deliver relief and we need to 
deliver it now. 

We need to go big. We need to mini-
mize new complexity, and we need to 
move swiftly. We need to push imme-
diate relief to Americans. We need to 
keep Americans employed as much as 
possible and help job creators literally 
stay afloat. We need to continue taking 
action to stand with medical profes-
sionals and protect our Nation’s 
health. 

Laid-off workers cannot wait. Strug-
gling Main Street businesses cannot 
wait. Our hospitals and health centers 
cannot wait. 

So, as I said, I hope these Member- 
level discussions will be able to 
produce agreements in principle on all 
four components by the end of the day 
today. In fact, they must reach agree-
ment by the end of the day today. That 
would leave tomorrow for drafting leg-
islative text and for the first proce-
dural vote on the shell. And that 
should allow a bipartisan package, fo-
cused on immediate challenges, to pass 
the Senate on Monday. 

The crisis is moving fast. The Senate 
is here, we are working, and we are 
going to deliver. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 
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