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(4) beginning in December 2017, and con-

tinuing for several months after protests 
erupted over economic conditions in more 
than 80 cities, confronting protestors with 
excessive force that resulted in at least 25 
deaths and 4,000 arrests: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) stands with the people of Iran that are 

engaged in legitimate protests against an op-
pressive, corrupt regime; 

(2) supports the right of Iranians to peace-
fully assemble, without fear of persecution 
and violence, whether in Iran or internation-
ally; 

(3) respects the proud history and rich cul-
ture of the Iranian nation and fully supports 
efforts by the people of Iran to promote the 
establishment of basic freedoms that build 
the foundation for the emergence of a freely 
elected and transparent republic; 

(4) condemns the Iranian regime’s downing 
of Ukrainian International Airlines Flight 
752 and its repeated lying to the people of 
Iran and around the world about its responsi-
bility for the disaster; 

(5) condemns the Iranian regime for its 
record of brutal repression against peaceful 
protests; 

(6) condemns the Iranian regime’s serious 
human rights abuses against Iranians, sig-
nificant corruption, and destabilizing activi-
ties abroad; 

(7) commends the statements of support for 
protesters from the United States and key 
United States allies; 

(8) calls on all democratic governments 
and institutions to support the ability of the 
people of Iran to live in a free society such 
that they can exercise their human rights 
and fundamental freedoms; 

(9) demands that the Iranian regime abide 
by its international obligations with respect 
to human rights and civil liberties, including 
freedoms of peaceful assembly and speech, 
including for members of the press; 

(10) urges the President to work to convene 
emergency sessions of the United Nations 
Security Council and the United Nations 
Human Rights Council to condemn the ongo-
ing human rights violations perpetrated by 
the Iranian regime and establish a mecha-
nism by which the Security Council can 
monitor such violations; 

(11) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to do everything in its power to ensure 
the Iranian people have free and uninter-
rupted access to the internet; 

(12) calls on telecommunications compa-
nies to reject requests by the regime to cut 
off the Iranian people from social media and 
other communications platforms; and 

(13) urges the President and the Secretary 
of State to work with the international com-
munity to signal through future multilateral 
and bilateral discussions that the Govern-
ment of Iran’s human rights violations are 
unacceptable. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 540—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
AMERICORPS MEMBERS AND 
ALUMNI TO THE LIVES OF THE 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. KING, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. REED, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
WYDEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MANCHIN, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. KAINE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. HARRIS, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
BOOKER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. TESTER, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. SMITH, and Mr. 
BENNET) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 540 

Whereas, since its inception in 1994, the 
AmeriCorps national service program has 
proven to be a highly effective way— 

(1) to engage the people of the United 
States in meeting a wide range of local and 
national needs; and 

(2) to promote the ethics of service and vol-
unteerism; 

Whereas, since 1994, more than 1,100,000 in-
dividuals have taken the AmeriCorps pledge 
to ‘‘get things done for America’’ by becom-
ing AmeriCorps members; 

Whereas, each year, AmeriCorps, in coordi-
nation with State service commissions, pro-
vides opportunities for approximately 75,000 
individuals across the United States to give 
back in an intensive way to communities, 
States, Tribal nations, and the United 
States; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members have served 
more than 1,600,000,000 hours nationwide, 
helping— 

(1) to improve the lives of the most vulner-
able people of the United States; 

(2) to protect the environment; 
(3) to contribute to public safety; 
(4) to respond to disasters; 
(5) to strengthen the educational system of 

the United States; and 
(6) to expand economic opportunity; 
Whereas, since 1994, AmeriCorps funds have 

been invested in nonprofit, community, edu-
cational, and faith-based groups, and those 
funds leverage hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in outside funding and in-kind donations 
each year; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members recruit and 
supervise millions of community volunteers, 
demonstrating the value of AmeriCorps as a 
powerful force for encouraging people to be-
come involved in volunteering and commu-
nity service; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members serve at 
more than 21,000 locations across the United 
States, including at nonprofit organizations, 
schools, and faith-based and community or-
ganizations; 

Whereas AmeriCorps National Civilian 
Community Corps campuses in the States of 
Mississippi, Iowa, California, and Colorado 
strengthen communities and develop future 
leaders through team-based service; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members nationwide, 
in return for the service of those members, 
have earned nearly $4,000,000,000 to use to 
further their own educational advancement 
at colleges and universities across the 
United States; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members, after their 
terms of service with AmeriCorps end, have 
been more likely to remain engaged in their 
communities as volunteers, teachers, and 
nonprofit professionals than the average in-
dividual; 

Whereas AmeriCorps is a proven pathway 
to employment, providing members with val-
uable career skills, experience, and contacts 
to prepare them for the 21st century work-
force and to help close the skills gap in the 
United States; 

Whereas, in 2009, Congress passed the bi-
partisan Serve America Act (Public Law 111– 
13; 123 Stat. 1460), which authorized the ex-
pansion of national service, expanded oppor-
tunities to serve, increased efficiency and ac-
countability, and strengthened the capacity 
of organizations and communities to solve 
problems; 

Whereas national service programs have 
engaged millions of people in the United 
States in results-driven service in the most 
vulnerable communities of the United 

States, providing hope and help to individ-
uals with economic and social needs; 

Whereas national service and volunteerism 
demonstrate the best of the spirit of the 
United States, with people turning toward 
problems and working together to find com-
munity solutions; and 

Whereas AmeriCorps Week, observed in 
2020 from March 8 through March 14, is an 
appropriate time for the people of the United 
States— 

(1) to salute current and former 
AmeriCorps members for their positive im-
pact on the lives of people in the United 
States; 

(2) to thank the community partners of 
AmeriCorps for making the program pos-
sible; and 

(3) to encourage more people in the United 
States to become involved in service and vol-
unteering: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) encourages the people of the United 

States to join in a national effort— 
(A) to salute AmeriCorps members and 

alumni; and 
(B) to raise awareness about the impor-

tance of national and community service; 
(2) acknowledges the significant accom-

plishments of the members, alumni, and 
community partners of AmeriCorps; 

(3) recognizes the important contributions 
made by AmeriCorps members and alumni to 
the lives of the people of the United States; 
and 

(4) encourages individuals of all ages to 
consider opportunities to serve in 
AmeriCorps. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 541—RECOG-
NIZING AND CELEBRATING THE 
200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ENTRY OF MAINE INTO THE 
UNION AS THE 23D STATE 

Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
KING) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 541 

Whereas the place now known as Maine is 
Wabanaki Homeland and is home to vibrant 
indigenous cultures and communities; 

Whereas Maine was a district of Massachu-
setts, 1 of the 13 original colonies of the 
United States; 

Whereas, by 1820, people living in Maine 
had built a thriving economy that included 
farming, forestry, fishing, and shipbuilding 
industries; 

Whereas, in March 1820, Congress and 
President James Monroe approved the Mis-
souri Compromise, authorizing the establish-
ment of the State of Maine and making 
Maine the 23d State of the United States; 

Whereas Maine is characterized by hard-
working, altruistic, and independent people 
and a strong community spirit; 

Whereas the State motto of Maine, 
‘‘Dirigo’’, Latin for ‘‘I lead’’, reflects the 
trailblazing nature of Maine and the 1,300,000 
inhabitants of Maine; 

Whereas Maine has 1 of the highest num-
bers of veterans per capita in the United 
States, and is the home of Togus, the first 
veterans hospital in the United States; 

Whereas Maine contributes greatly to na-
tional defense through the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, Bath Iron Works, Pratt & 
Whitney, and numerous other suppliers and 
installations whose skilled employees are a 
vital asset to the United States; 

Whereas distinguished statesmen from 
Maine include William King, Joshua Cham-
berlain, Hannibal Hamlin, Margaret Chase 
Smith, and Edmund Muskie; 
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Whereas Maine is known as ‘‘The Pine Tree 

State’’ and ‘‘Vacationland’’ for the extensive 
forests and spectacular scenery that draw 
millions of visitors to Maine every year; 

Whereas the majestic beauty of Mount Ka-
tahdin, 1 of the highest peaks in New Eng-
land and the northern terminus of the Appa-
lachian Trail, and other unspoiled natural 
treasures beckon outdoor enthusiasts; 

Whereas the rugged coastline and vibrant 
fall foliage of Maine are showcased in par-
ticular splendor in Acadia National Park, 1 
of the 10 most visited national parks in the 
United States; 

Whereas the pristine Atlantic waters off 
the coast of Maine support fishermen and 
women and the iconic lobster industry, 
which is the most valuable fishery in the 
United States and is known worldwide as a 
standard of seafood excellence; 

Whereas Maine is the most forested State 
in the United States, with a long history of 
pulp and paper production and an exciting 
recent turn toward innovation and diver-
sification of forest products; 

Whereas the fertile soils of Maine have 
helped farmers produce the best potatoes and 
wild blueberries for generations, and have 
supported the increase of organic agriculture 
operations; 

Whereas March 15, 2020, marks the 200th 
anniversary of the attainment of statehood 
by Maine; and 

Whereas that bicentennial is a monu-
mental occasion to celebrate and commemo-
rate the achievements of the great State of 
Maine: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and 
celebrates the 200th anniversary of the entry 
of Maine into the Union as the 23d State. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I have 10 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
pending nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing on the following 
nominations: Douglas Benevento, of 
Colorado, to be Deputy Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, and David A. Wright, of South 
Carolina, and Christopher T. Hanson, 
of Michigan. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 
at 10:10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
the following nominations: Kipp 
Kranbuhl, of Ohio, to be an Assistant 

Secretary of the Treasury, Sarah C. 
Arbes, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Jason J. Fichtner, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of 
the Social Security Advisory Board. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020, at 10:10 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 11, 2020, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct 
a hearing on the following nomination: 
James E. Trainor III, of Texas, to be a Mem-
ber of the Federal Election Commission. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 
2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a closed 
roundtables. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
closed roundtables. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 11, 2020, at 2 p.m., to con-
duct a closed roundtables. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 

The Subcommittee on Personnel of 
the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 
2020, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER 

The Subcommittee on Seapower of 
the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 
2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 6172 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk, 
and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6172) to amend the Foreign In-

telligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to pro-
hibit the production of certain business 
records, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
now ask for a second reading, and in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
read for the second time on the next 
legislative day. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF AMERICORPS MEM-
BERS AND ALUMNI TO THE 
LIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 540, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 540) recognizing the 

contributions of AmeriCorps members and 
alumni to the lives of the people of the 
United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
know of no further debate on the meas-
ure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is on 
agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 540) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
amble be agreed to and the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING 
THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE ENTRY OF MAINE INTO THE 
UNION AS THE 23D STATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration S. 
Res. 541, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 541) recognizing and 

celebrating the 200th anniversary of the 
entry of Maine into the Union as the 23d 
State. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 541) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 
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