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Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Amend-
ment of the Class E Airspace; Neillsville,
Wisconsin” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No.
FAA-2019-0767)) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 28, 2020; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Ms. MURKOWSKTI for the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

*James P. Danly, of Tennessee, to be a
Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission for the remainder of the term
expiring June 30, 2023.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
CRAMER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. JONES,
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. TiLLis, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr.
KING):

S. 3374. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to protect the confidentiality of
substance use disorder patient records; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. JONES, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 3375. A Dbill to amend the State Justice
Institute Act of 1984 to provide technical as-
sistance and training to State and local
courts to improve the constitutional and eq-
uitable enforcement of fines, fees, and mone-
tary bail, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HEINRICH:

S. 3376. A bill to amend title XX of the So-
cial Security Act to provide low-income indi-
viduals with opportunities to enter and fol-
low a career pathway in the health profes-
sions, to extend and expand demonstration
projects, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. LEE, and Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR):

S. 3377. A Dbill to amend the Antitrust
Criminal Penalty Enhancement and Reform
Act of 2004 to repeal the sunset provision; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, and Mr. HOEVEN):

S. 3378. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to eliminate the period of eligi-
bility for the Vocational Rehabilitation and
Employment program of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr.
CooNs, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. 3379. A bill to block the implementation
of a recent presidential proclamation re-
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stricting individuals from certain countries
from entering the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S. 3380. A bill to improve patient safety by
supporting State-based quality improvement
efforts and through enhanced data collection
and reporting, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Ms.
WARREN):

S. 3381. A bill to reauthorize the Essex Na-
tional Heritage Area, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH:

S. 3382. A bill to require the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology to estab-
lish a premise plumbing research laboratory,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 3383. A bill to amend the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act to ensure that
preexisting condition exclusions with respect
to enrollment in health insurance coverage
and group health plans continue to be pro-
hibited; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. MCSALLY:

S. 3384. A bill to allow for negotiation of
prices for certain covered Medicare part D
drugs, to allow for importation by individ-
uals of prescription drugs from Canada, to
preserve access to affordable generics and
biosimilars, to increase the use of real-time
benefit tools to lower beneficiary costs, to
establish a manufacturer discount program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. YOUNG, Mrs. BLACK-

BURN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
McCSALLY, Mrs. LOEFFLER, and Mr.
JONES):

S. Res. 526. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the International
Olympic Committee should rebid the 2022
Winter Olympic games to be hosted by a
country that recognizes and respects human
rights; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 17

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 177, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 and the Small
Business Act to expand the availability
of employee stock ownership plans in S
corporations, and for other purposes.

S. 179

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 179, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
a clinical trial of the effects of can-
nabis on certain health outcomes of
adults with chronic pain and post-trau-
matic stress disorder, and for other
purposes.
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S. 208

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 208, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to permit cer-
tain retired members of the uniformed
services who have a service-connected
disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for their disability
and either retired pay by reason of
their years of military service or Com-
bat-Related Special Compensation, and
for other purposes.

S. 433

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 433, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove home health payment reforms
under the Medicare program.

S. 578

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 578, a bill to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to elimi-
nate the five-month waiting period for

disability insurance benefits under
such title for individuals with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.

S. 633

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
633, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the members of the
Women’s Army Corps who were as-
signed to the 6888th Central Postal Di-
rectory Battalion, known as the ‘‘Six
Triple Eight”’.

S. 696

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 696, a bill to designate the
same individual serving as the Chief
Nurse Officer of the Public Health
Service as the National Nurse for Pub-
lic Health.

S. 890

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
890, a bill to authorize the Sergeant at
Arms to protect the personal tech-
nology devices and accounts of Sen-
ators and covered employees from
cyber attacks and hostile information
collection activities, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1081

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1081, a bill to amend title
54, United States Code, to provide per-
manent, dedicated funding for the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, and for
other purposes.

S. 1362

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
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of S. 1362, a bill to make demonstration
grants to eligible local educational
agencies or consortia of eligible local
educational agencies for the purpose of
increasing the numbers of school
nurses in public elementary schools
and secondary schools.
S. 1508
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1508, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to provide en-
hanced penalties for convicted mur-
derers who Kkill or target America’s
public safety officers.
S. 1645
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1645, a bill to protect a wom-
an’s ability to determine whether and
when to bear a child or end a preg-
nancy, and to protect a health care
provider’s ability to provide reproduc-
tive health care services, including
abortion services.
S. 1857
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1857, a bill to amend the
National Energy Conservation Policy
Act to improve Federal energy and
water performance requirements for
Federal buildings and establish a Fed-
eral Energy Management Program.
S. 2085
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2085, a bill to
authorize the Secretary of Education
to award grants to eligible entities to
carry out educational programs about
the Holocaust, and for other purposes.
S. 2164
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2164, a bill to amend the
Water Resources Research Act of 1984
to reauthorize grants for and require
applied water supply research regard-
ing the water resources research and
technology institutes established under
that Act.
S. 2321
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2321, a bill to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint a coin in com-
memoration of the 100th anniversary of
the establishment of Negro Leagues
baseball.
S. 2335
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2335, a bill to accelerate smart
building development, and for other
purposes.
S. 2366
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
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CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2366, a bill to streamline the employer
reporting process and strengthen the
eligibility verification process for the
premium assistance tax credit and
cost-sharing subsidy.
S. 2539
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2539, a bill to modify
and reauthorize the Tibetan Policy Act
of 2002, and for other purposes.
S. 2563
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. SINEMA) and the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. YOUNG) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2563, a bill to improve
laws relating to money laundering, and
for other purposes.
S. 2666
At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2666, a bill to promote the
development of renewable energy on
public land, and for other purposes.
S. 2772
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2772, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
treatment of clinical psychologists as
physicians for purposes of furnishing
clinical psychologist services under the
Medicare program.
S. 2898
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2898, a bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for a full annu-
ity supplement for certain air traffic
controllers.
S. 2965
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2965, a bill to amend title
5, United States Code, to repeal the re-
quirement that the United States Post-
al Service prepay future retirement
benefits, and for other purposes.
S. 2089
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2989, a bill to amend
title XI of the Social Security Act to
clarify the mailing requirement relat-
ing to social security account state-
ments.
S. 3020
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3020, a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
authorize the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to enter into contracts with
States or to award grants to States to
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promote health and wellness, prevent
suicide, and improve outreach to vet-
erans, and for other purposes.
S. 3026
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3026, a bill to promote
international efforts in combating cor-
ruption, Kkleptocracy, and illicit fi-
nance by foreign officials and other
foreign persons, including through a
new anti-corruption action fund, and
for other purposes.
S. 3072
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 3072, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
to prohibit the approval of new abor-
tion drugs, to prohibit investigational
use exemptions for abortion drugs, and
to impose additional regulatory re-
quirements with respect to previously
approved abortion drugs, and for other
purposes.
S. 3220
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3220, a bill to amend title XIX of
the Social Security Act to clarify that
the provision of home and community-
based services is not prohibited in an
acute care hospital, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3301
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3301, a bill to promote the empower-
ment, development, and prosperity of
women globally, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3308
At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3308, a bill to amend title
37, United States Code, to standardize
payment of hazardous duty incentive
pay for members of the reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes.
S. 3327
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3327, a bill to require the
imposition of sanctions with respect to
officials of the Government of Lebanon
responsible for the wrongful or unlaw-
ful detention of citizens and nationals
of the United States held in Lebanon.
S. CON. RES. 5
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
McCSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Con. Res. 5, a concurrent resolution
supporting the Local Radio Freedom
Act.
S. RES. 289
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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Res. 289, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that socialism
poses a significant threat to freedom,
liberty, and economic prosperity.

S. RES. 487

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CruUz) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 487, a resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of Countering Inter-
national Parental Child Abduction
Month and expressing the sense of the
Senate that Congress should raise
awareness of the harm caused by inter-
national parental child abduction.

S. RES. 509

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS), the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JONES), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the Senator
from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA), the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. MCSALLY), the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN),
the Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE), the
Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 509, a resolu-
tion calling upon the United Nations
Security Council to adopt a resolution
on Iran that extends the dates by
which Annex B restrictions under Res-
olution 2231 are currently set to expire.

AMENDMENT NO. 1334

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
1334 intended to be proposed to S. 2657,
a bill to support innovation in ad-
vanced geothermal research and devel-
opment, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1335

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1335 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2657, a bill
to support innovation in advanced geo-
thermal research and development, and
for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1337

At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from
Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 1337 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2657, a bill to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 526—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE  INTER-
NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
SHOULD REBID THE 2022 WINTER
OLYMPIC GAMES TO BE HOSTED
BY A COUNTRY THAT RECOG-
NIZES AND RESPECTS HUMAN
RIGHTS

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. YOUNG, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
McSALLY, Mrs. LOEFFLER, and Mr.
JONES) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 526

Whereas the International Olympic Com-
mittee has announced Beijing, People’s Re-
public of China, as the host city of the 2022
Winter Olympic Games;

Whereas the Olympic charter states that
the goal of Olympism is to promote ‘‘a peace-
ful society concerned with the preservation
of human dignity’’;

Whereas the 2019 Trafficking in Persons
Report of the Department of State relating
to the People’s Republic of China indicates
that—

(1) authorities in the People’s Republic of
China have arbitrarily detained more than
1,000,000 ethnic Muslims, including Uyghur,
ethnic Kazakh, and Kyrgyz individuals, in as
many as 1,200 ‘‘vocational training centers’’,
which are internment camps designed to
erase ethnic and religious identities;

(2) the national household registry system
of the People’s Republic of China restricts
the freedom of rural inhabitants to legally
change their workplace or residence, placing
the internal migrant population of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China at high risk of forced
labor in brick kilns, coal mines, and fac-
tories;

(3) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China subjects Christians and members
of other religious groups to forced labor in
brick Kilns, food processing centers, and fac-
tories as part of detention for the purpose of
ideological indoctrination; and

(4) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China provides financial incentives for
companies to open factories near the intern-
ment camps, and local governments receive
additional funds from the Government of the
People’s Republic of China for each inmate
forced to work in an internment camp;

Whereas, in October 2019, Radio Free Asia
reported that—

(1) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, as part of its Pair Up and Be-
come Family program, assigns male Han
Chinese ‘‘relatives’ to monitor the homes of
Uyghur families in the Xinjiang Uyghur Au-
tonomous Region (XUAR) and to regularly
sleep in the same beds as the wives of men
detained in the internment camps of the re-
gion; and

(2) Uyghur individuals who protest hosting
“relatives’ or refuse to take part in study
sessions or other activities with the officials
in their homes are subject to additional re-
strictions and may face detention in the in-
ternment camps;

Whereas, in July 2019, Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Fin-
land, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland,
Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United King-
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dom jointly condemned the arbitrary deten-
tion and surveillance of Uyghur individuals
and other minorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region;

Whereas, in June 2019, the Independent Tri-
bunal Into Forced Organ Harvesting from
Prisoners of Conscience in China of the
China Tribunal found that—

(1) forced organ harvesting has been car-
ried out for years throughout the People’s
Republic of China on a significant scale, and
practitioners of Falun Gong have been the
main source of organs; and

(2) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China has committed crimes against
humanity with respect to Uyghur individuals
and practitioners of Falun Gong;

Whereas the report of Freedom House enti-
tled ‘“‘Freedom in the World 2019 indicates
that—

(1) women, ethnic and religious minorities,
and the LGBT community in the People’s
Republic of China have no opportunity to
gain meaningful political representation and
are barred from advancing their interests
outside the formal structures of the Com-
munist Party of China;

(2) foreign journalists in the People’s Re-
public of China were surveilled, harassed,
physically abused, detained to prevent meet-
ings with certain individuals, and had their
visas withheld;

(3) hundreds of Falun Gong practitioners
have recently received long prison terms,
and many other individuals were arbitrarily
detained in various ‘‘legal education” facili-
ties, where they were tortured, sometimes
fatally, until they abandoned their beliefs;

(4) limitations on due process in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including the exces-
sive use of pretrial detention, are rampant,
and an extended crackdown on human rights
lawyers has weakened the access of defend-
ants to independent legal counsel; and

(5) individuals attempting to petition the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China with respect to grievances or injus-
tices are routinely intercepted in their ef-
forts to travel to Beijing, forcefully returned
to their hometowns, or subjected to extra-
legal detention in ‘‘black jails’’, psychiatric
institutions, and other sites at which they
are at risk of abuse;

Whereas the annual report of the U.S. Con-
gressional-Executive Commission on China
for 2019 indicates that—

(1) the omne-party authoritarian political
system of the People’s Republic of China de-
prives the people of the People’s Republic of
China of their right to meaningfully partici-
pate in electoral processes and public life
generally;

(2) in 2019, the Government of the People’s
Republic of China detained and prosecuted
individuals who criticized government offi-
cials and policies online and censored or dis-
torted a range of news and information that
the Government of the People’s Republic of
China considered ‘‘politically sensitive’’, in-
cluding—

(A) the 30th anniversary of

Tiananmen Square massacre;

(B) human rights abuses in the Xinjiang

Uyghur Autonomous Region; and

(C) the protests in Hong Kong against
proposed extradition legislation;

(3) Hong Kong authorities, under the influ-
ence of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China, violated fundamental free-
doms of the people of Hong Kong, as articu-
lated in the Basic Law, including the free-
doms of expression, association, and assem-

the

bly;
(4) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China has used propaganda,

disinformation, and censorship in an attempt
to shape reporting on the Hong Kong pro-
tests, attributing the protests to influence
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