
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1222 February 27, 2020 
(Mr. MURPHY) and the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. YOUNG) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2715, a bill to develop and 
implement policies to advance early 
childhood development, to provide as-
sistance for orphans and other vulner-
able children in developing countries, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2950 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO), the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator 
from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2950, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to concede 
exposure to airborne hazards and tox-
ins from burn pits under certain cir-
cumstances, and for other purposes. 

S. 2965 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2965, a bill to 
amend title 5, United States Code, to 
repeal the requirement that the United 
States Postal Service prepay future re-
tirement benefits, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2970 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2970, a bill to improve 
the fielding of newest generations of 
personal protective equipment to the 
Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

S. 3015 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3015, a bill to amend title 5, 
United States Code, to limit the num-
ber of local wage areas allowable with-
in a General Schedule pay locality. 

S. 3020 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3020, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to authorize the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to enter 
into contracts with States or to award 
grants to States to promote health and 
wellness, prevent suicide, and improve 
outreach to veterans, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3167 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from 
Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3167, a bill to prohibit 
discrimination based on an individual’s 
texture or style of hair. 

S. 3171 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the names of the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3171, a bill to amend 
the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act to reauthorize the National Estu-
ary Program, and for other purposes. 

S. 3176 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3176, a bill to amend the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 and the United 
States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act 
of 2014 to make improvements to cer-
tain defense and security assistance 
provisions and to authorize the appro-
priations of funds to Israel, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3217 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3217, a bill to standardize the designa-
tion of National Heritage Areas, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3259 

At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 
of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
KENNEDY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3259, a bill to restrict the avail-
ability of Federal funds to organiza-
tions associated with the abortion in-
dustry. 

S. 3286 

At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 3286, a bill to restrict 
certain Federal grants for States that 
grant driver licenses to illegal immi-
grants and fail to share information 
about criminal aliens with the Federal 
Government. 

S. RES. 274 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 274, a resolution expressing soli-
darity with Falun Gong practitioners 
who have lost lives, freedoms, and 
other rights for adhering to their be-
liefs and practices, and condemning the 
practice of non-consenting organ har-
vesting, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 315 

At the request of Mr. JONES, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 315, a resolution memori-
alizing the discovery of the Clotilda. 

S. RES. 458 

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 
names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 458, a 
resolution calling for the global repeal 
of blasphemy, heresy, and apostasy 
laws. 

S. RES. 497 

At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 
names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 497, a 
resolution commemorating the life of 
Dr. Li Wenliang and calling for trans-
parency and cooperation from the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of 
China and the Communist Party of 
China. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
PETERS, and Mr. WICKER): 

S. 3355. A bill to address the work-
force needs of the telecommunications 
industry; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3355 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Tele-
communications Skilled Workforce Act’’. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) 5G.—The term ‘‘5G’’, with respect to 

wireless infrastructure and wireless tech-
nology, means fifth-generation wireless in-
frastructure and wireless technology. 

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Education and Labor 
of the House of Representatives. 

(3) BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘‘broadband infrastructure’’ means any bur-
ied, underground, or aerial facility, and any 
wireless or wireline connection, that enables 
users to send and receive voice, video, data, 
graphics, or any combination thereof. 

(4) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Federal Communications Com-
mission. 

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 101 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001). 

(6) RURAL AREA.—The term ‘‘rural area’’ 
means any area other than— 

(A) a city, town, or incorporated area that 
has a population of more than 20,000 inhab-
itants; or 

(B) an urbanized area adjacent to a city or 
town that has a population of more than 
50,000 inhabitants. 

(7) SECRETARY.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided, the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Labor. 

(8) STATE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD.—The term ‘‘State workforce develop-
ment board’’ means a State workforce devel-
opment board established under section 101 
of the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3111). 

SEC. 3. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP EVALUA-
TION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Chair-
man of the Commission, shall convene an 
interagency working group to develop rec-
ommendations to address the workforce 
needs of the telecommunications industry. 

(b) DUTIES.—In developing recommenda-
tions under subsection (a), the interagency 
working group shall— 
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(1) determine whether, and if so how, any 

Federal laws (including regulations), poli-
cies, or practices, or any budgetary con-
straints, inhibit institutions of higher edu-
cation or for-profit businesses from estab-
lishing, adopting, or expanding programs in-
tended to address the workforce needs of the 
telecommunications industry, including the 
workforce needed to build and maintain the 
5G wireless infrastructure necessary to sup-
port 5G wireless technology; 

(2) identify potential policies and programs 
that could encourage and improve coordina-
tion among Federal agencies, between Fed-
eral agencies and States, and among States, 
on telecommunications workforce needs; 

(3) identify ways in which existing Federal 
programs, including programs that help fa-
cilitate the employment of veterans and 
military personnel transitioning into civil-
ian life, could be leveraged to help address 
the workforce needs of the telecommuni-
cations industry; 

(4) identify ways to encourage individuals 
and for-profit businesses to participate in 
qualified industry-led workforce develop-
ment programs, including the Telecommuni-
cations Industry Registered Apprenticeship 
Program and other industry-recognized ap-
prenticeship programs; 

(5) identify ways to improve recruitment in 
qualified industry-led workforce develop-
ment programs, including the Telecommuni-
cations Industry Registered Apprenticeship 
Program and other industry-recognized ap-
prenticeship programs; and 

(6) identify Federal incentives that could 
be provided to institutions of higher edu-
cation, for-profit businesses, State workforce 
development boards, or other relevant stake-
holders to establish or adopt programs, or 
expand current programs, to address the 
workforce needs of the telecommunications 
industry, including such needs in rural areas. 

(c) MEMBERS.—The interagency working 
group convened under subsection (a) shall be 
composed of representatives of such Federal 
agencies and relevant non-Federal industry 
stakeholder organizations as the Secretary 
considers appropriate, including— 

(1) a representative of the Department of 
Education, appointed by the Secretary of 
Education; 

(2) a representative of the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration, appointed by the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and 
Information; 

(3) a representative of the Department of 
Commerce, appointed by the Secretary of 
Commerce; 

(4) a representative of the Commission, ap-
pointed by the Chairman of the Commission; 

(5) a representative of the Telecommuni-
cations Industry Registered Apprenticeship 
Program, appointed by the Secretary; 

(6) a representative of a telecommuni-
cations industry association, appointed by 
the Chairman of the Commission; 

(7) a representative of an Indian Tribe or 
Tribal organization, appointed by the Sec-
retary; 

(8) a representative of a rural tele-
communications carrier, appointed by the 
Secretary; and 

(9) a representative from a labor organiza-
tion, appointed by the Secretary. 

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
180 days after the date on which the inter-
agency working group is convened under sub-
section (a), the interagency working group 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report containing rec-
ommendations to address the workforce 
needs of the telecommunications industry. 

(e) POWERS.— 
(1) HEARINGS.—The interagency working 

group convened under subsection (a) may 

hold such hearings, sit and act at such times 
and places, take such testimony, and receive 
such evidence as the interagency working 
group considers advisable to carry out the 
objectives of this section. 

(2) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.— 
The interagency working group convened 
under subsection (a) may secure directly 
from any Federal agency such information 
as the interagency working group considers 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
section. Upon request of the interagency 
working group, the head of such agency shall 
furnish such information to the interagency 
working group. 

(3) POSTAL SERVICES.—The interagency 
working group convened under subsection (a) 
may use the United States mails in the same 
manner and under the same conditions as 
other Federal agencies. 

(f) PERSONNEL.— 
(1) TRAVEL.—The members of the inter-

agency working group convened under sub-
section (a) shall not receive compensation 
for the performance of services for the inter-
agency working group, but shall be allowed 
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of 
subsistence, at rates authorized for employ-
ees of agencies under subchapter I of chapter 
57 of title 5, United States Code, while away 
from their homes or regular places of busi-
ness in the performance of services for the 
interagency working group. Notwithstanding 
section 1342 of title 31, United States Code, 
the interagency working group may accept 
the voluntary and uncompensated services of 
members of the interagency working group. 

(2) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.— 
Any employee of the Federal Government 
may be detailed to the interagency working 
group convened under subsection (a) without 
reimbursement, and such detail shall be 
without interruption or loss of civil service 
status or privilege. 

(g) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) 
shall not apply to the interagency working 
group convened under subsection (a). 

(h) SUNSET.—The interagency working 
group convened under subsection (a) shall 
terminate on the day after the date on which 
the interagency working group submits the 
report to Congress under subsection (d). 
SEC. 4. TELECOMMUNICATIONS WORKFORCE 

GUIDANCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-

sultation with the Chairman of the Commis-
sion, shall establish and issue guidance on 
how States can address the workforce needs 
of the telecommunications industry, includ-
ing guidance on how a State workforce de-
velopment board can— 

(1) utilize Federal resources available to 
States to meet the workforce needs of the 
telecommunications industry; and 

(2) promote and improve recruitment in 
qualified industry-led workforce develop-
ment programs, including the Telecommuni-
cations Industry Registered Apprenticeship 
Program and other industry-recognized ap-
prenticeship programs. 
SEC. 5. GAO ASSESSMENT OF WORKFORCE NEEDS 

OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN-
DUSTRY. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port that estimates the number of skilled 
telecommunications workers that will be re-
quired to build and maintain— 

(1) broadband infrastructure in rural areas; 
and 

(2) the 5G wireless infrastructure needed to 
support 5G wireless technology. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and 
Ms. SINEMA): 

S. 3359. A bill to amend title 23, 
United States Code, to modify the dis-
tribution of funds under the tribal 
transportation program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3359 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Tribal 
Transportation Equity and Transparency 
Improvement Act of 2020’’. 

SEC. 2. TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 202 of title 23, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(9)(A), by striking 
‘‘construction and improvement’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘construction, improvement, and high-
way safety’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking subparagraph (D) and insert-

ing the following: 
‘‘(D) ADDITIONAL FACILITIES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days 

after the date of enactment of the Tribal 
Transportation Equity and Transparency 
Improvement Act of 2020, and not less fre-
quently than every 3 years thereafter, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall publish in the 
Federal Register a notice requesting pro-
posals from Indian tribes to include addi-
tional transportation facilities that are eli-
gible for funding under the tribal transpor-
tation program in the inventory described in 
subparagraph (A), if those proposed addi-
tional facilities are included in the inven-
tory in a uniform and consistent manner na-
tionally. 

‘‘(ii) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) prohibits the Secretary of the Interior 
from including in the inventory under sub-
paragraph (A) additional transportation fa-
cilities more frequently than required under 
clause (i), including, as necessary, in re-
sponse to a proposal from an eligible Indian 
tribe submitted during a period not described 
in the notice under clause (i); or 

‘‘(II) requires Indian tribes to submit pro-
posals to the Secretary of the Interior in re-
sponse to the notice required under clause 
(i).’’; and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(F) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary 

of the Interior shall ensure that all non-con-
fidential information within the inventory 
described in subparagraph (A) is made avail-
able— 

‘‘(i) in a user-friendly manner on the public 
website of the Department of the Interior; 
and 

‘‘(ii) in a manner capable of being searched 
and downloaded by users of the public 
website of the Department of the Interior.’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘fiscal year 
2012’’ and inserting ‘‘the most recent fiscal 
year for which data is available’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 

at the end and inserting a period; 
(ii) by striking subparagraph (B); and 
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(iii) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘shall be—’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘selected by’’ in subparagraph 
(A), and inserting ‘‘shall be selected by’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT FEDERAL 

LANDS AND TRIBAL PROJECTS PROGRAM.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of this sec-
tion, amounts made available to Indian 
tribes under subsection (b)(3) may be used for 
planning and design activities related to ap-
plications for grants under the nationally 
significant Federal lands and tribal projects 
program under section 1123 of the FAST Act 
(23 U.S.C. 201 note; Public Law 114–94).’’; and 

(4) in subsection (e)(2), by striking ‘‘as ap-
propriate,’’ and inserting ‘‘subject to sub-
section (a)(9),’’. 

(b) INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Inspector General of the Department of 
Transportation and the Inspector General of 
the Department of the Interior shall jointly 
begin an audit of the tribal transportation 
program under section 202 of title 23, United 
States Code (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘program’’). 

(2) REVIEW.—The audit under paragraph (1) 
shall include— 

(A) a review of the data collection and 
management processes used by the Secretary 
of the Interior in maintaining the national 
inventory of tribal transportation facilities 
under section 202(b)(1) of title 23, United 
States Code; and 

(B) a review of the administration of the 
program, including whether— 

(i) funding under the program is distrib-
uted in a timely manner that is consistent 
with statutory and regulatory requirements; 
and 

(ii) the current procedures and practices 
used by the Secretary of the Interior to allo-
cate funding for tribal transportation facili-
ties (as defined in section 101(a) of title 23, 
United States Code) under the program are 
transparent and consistently applied. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the In-
spector General of the Department of Trans-
portation and the Inspector General of the 
Department of the Interior shall jointly sub-
mit a report describing the results of the 
audit under paragraph (1) to— 

(A) the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

(D) the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives. 

(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 

of the United States (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘‘Comptroller General’’) shall 
initiate an audit of the program. 

(2) REVIEW.—The audit under paragraph (1) 
shall include an examination of— 

(A) the funding formula of the program 
under section 202(b)(3) of title 23, United 
States Code, including key decisions made 
over time that have affected the methods 
used to determine tribal shares of program 
funds; 

(B) whether, for purposes of allocating 
funding under section 202 of title 23, United 
States Code, the allocation methodology 
under subpart D of part 1000 of title 24, Code 
of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the 
date of enactment of this Act), provides an 
accurate and reliable estimate of tribal pop-
ulation; 

(C) potential alternatives to the method-
ology described in subparagraph (B) for pur-

poses of allocating funding under section 202 
of title 23, United States Code; 

(D) how the Secretary of the Interior en-
sures that— 

(i) the program is consistently adminis-
tered; and 

(ii) program decisions are transparently 
and consistently made; and 

(E) the potential effects of having the pro-
gram administered solely by the Secretary 
of the Interior or the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 540 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit a report describ-
ing the results of the audit under paragraph 
(1) to— 

(A) the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

(D) the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives. 

(d) OBLIGATION LIMITATIONS.—Notwith-
standing section 1102(a) of the FAST Act (23 
U.S.C. 104 note; Public Law 114–94) or any 
other provision of law providing a limitation 
on obligations for Federal-aid highway and 
highway safety construction programs for a 
fiscal year, amounts made available to carry 
out the tribal transportation program under 
section 202 of title 23, United States Code, for 
a fiscal year shall not be subject to the obli-
gation limitation for that fiscal year. 
SEC. 3. TRANSPORTATION FACILITY ELIGIBILITY. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) INVENTORY.—The term ‘‘inventory’’ 

means the national inventory of tribal trans-
portation facilities under section 202(b) of 
title 23, United States Code. 

(2) PROPOSED ROAD.—The term ‘‘proposed 
road’’ means a proposed road or facility (as 
defined in section 170.5 of title 25, Code of 
Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date 
of enactment of this Act)) that is a road, in-
cluding a primary access route (as defined in 
that section). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) DEADLINE.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
not less frequently than every 3 years there-
after, the Secretary and the Secretary of 
Transportation shall require each Indian 
tribe that intends to include a proposed road 
in the inventory to complete and submit for 
approval the documentation and other infor-
mation required under section 170.443(a) of 
title 25, Code of Federal Regulations (as in 
effect on November 6, 2019), for the proposed 
road. 

(c) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after each deadline described in subsection 
(b), the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs of the Senate and 
the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives a report describing 
the proposed roads approved to be included 
in the inventory. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Each report under 
paragraph (1) shall include, for each Indian 
reservation, Alaska Native village, or other 
recognized Indian community (including 
former Indian reservations in the State of 
Oklahoma)— 

(A) the mileage of proposed roads included 
in the inventory before the deadline de-
scribed in subsection (b); 

(B) the mileage of proposed roads approved 
to be included in the inventory on the basis 
of the documentation and other information 
submitted under subsection (b); and 

(C) an estimate, based on the documenta-
tion and other information submitted under 

subsection (b), of the construction and main-
tenance costs of the proposed roads described 
in subparagraph (B). 
SEC. 4. TRIBAL HIGHWAY SAFETY PARTNER-

SHIPS. 
Section 402 of title 23, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)(1)(C), by striking ‘‘by’’ 

and inserting ‘‘by, or on behalf of,’’; and 
(2) in subsection (h)(2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) COOPERATION.—In accordance with 

section 202(a)(9)(A), an Indian tribe may use 
amounts described in subparagraph (A) in co-
operation with States, counties, and other 
local subdivisions for highway safety pur-
poses.’’. 
SEC. 5. NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT FEDERAL 

LANDS AND TRIBAL PROJECTS PRO-
GRAM. 

Section 1123 of the FAST Act (23 U.S.C. 201 
note; Public Law 114–94) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(3), by inserting ‘‘for a 
project that is to be carried out by an eligi-
ble entity that is not an Indian tribe,’’ before 
‘‘having an’’; and 

(2) in subsection (g)(1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘shall be up to’’ and insert-

ing the following: ‘‘shall be— 
‘‘(A) for a project carried out by an Indian 

tribe, up to 100 percent; and 
‘‘(B) for a project not described in subpara-

graph (A), up to’’. 
SEC. 6. TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations, not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Interior (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall estab-
lish within the Bureau of Indian Affairs a 
committee, to be known as the ‘‘Tribal 
Transportation Advisory Committee’’ (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Com-
mittee’’), which shall replace the Tribal 
Transportation Program Coordinating Com-
mittee established under sections 170.135 
through 170.137 of title 25, Code of Federal 
Regulations (as in effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act). 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be 

composed of— 
(A) the Secretary (or a designee); 
(B) representatives of a diverse group of In-

dian tribes, including— 
(i) not fewer than 1 tribal representative 

from each region of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs; and 

(ii) not more than 3 tribal representatives 
from any 1 region of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs; 

(C) State and local representatives; 
(D) not fewer than 1 representative of the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs; 
(E) not fewer than 1 representative of the 

Department of Transportation; and 
(F) other members, as determined to be ap-

propriate by the Secretary in consultation 
with the Committee. 

(2) APPOINTMENT.—The Secretary shall ap-
point each member of the Committee. 

(3) CHAIRPERSON.—The Secretary (or a des-
ignee) shall serve as chairperson of the Com-
mittee. 

(c) TERMS.—Except for the Secretary, each 
member of the Committee shall serve for a 
term of 3 years. 

(d) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy occurring in 
the membership of the Committee— 

(1) shall be filled in the same manner as 
the original appointment was made; and 

(2) shall not affect the power of the re-
maining members to carry out the duties of 
the Committee. 
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(e) DUTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall— 
(A) regularly provide advice to the Sec-

retary on and, subject to the discretion of 
the Committee, study issues relating to trib-
al transportation, including— 

(i) the tribal transportation program under 
section 202 of title 23, United States Code, in-
cluding— 

(I) the funding formula used to determine 
tribal shares under the tribal transportation 
program; and 

(II) the national tribal transportation fa-
cility inventory established under subsection 
(b)(1) of that section; 

(ii) the road maintenance program man-
aged by the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 

(iii) grants awarded to Indian tribes for 
public transportation using amounts made 
available under section 5311(c)(1) of title 49, 
United States Code; 

(iv) transportation safety within tribal res-
ervations, including— 

(I) traffic safety; and 
(II) safety partnerships with Federal, 

State, and local authorities; 
(v) the availability of transportation fund-

ing in the event of a natural disaster; and 
(vi) any other policies or procedures re-

lated to tribal transportation, as determined 
by the Committee; and 

(B) carry out the duties of the Tribal 
Transportation Program Coordinating Com-
mittee established under sections 170.135 
through 170.137 of title 25, Code of Federal 
Regulations (as in effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act). 

(2) BEST PRACTICES AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—The Committee may, on a periodic 
basis, develop and present to the Secretary 
best practices and recommendations regard-
ing the issues described in clauses (i) 
through (vi) of paragraph (1)(A). 

(3) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Committee may 
establish any subcommittees necessary to 
carry out the duties of the Committee. 

(f) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
180 days after receiving any recommenda-
tions from the Committee under subsection 
(e)(2), the Secretary shall submit to the rel-
evant committees of Congress a report de-
scribing those recommendations. 

(g) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.— 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.) shall apply to the Committee 
and each subcommittee of the Committee. 

(h) DETAIL OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—On request of the Com-

mittee, the Secretary may detail, with or 
without reimbursement, any of the personnel 
of the Department of the Interior or, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Department of Transportation, to 
the Committee to assist the Committee in 
carrying out the duties of the Committee. 

(2) CIVIL SERVICE STATUS.—Any detail of a 
Federal employee under paragraph (1) shall 
not interrupt or otherwise affect the civil 
service status or privileges of the Federal 
employee being detailed. 

(i) PAYMENT AND EXPENSES.— 
(1) COMPENSATION.—Members of the Com-

mittee shall serve without pay. 
(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member of the 

Committee shall receive, for a meeting 
called by the Secretary, travel expenses, in-
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, in ac-
cordance with sections 5702 and 5703 of title 
5, United States Code. 

(j) TERMINATION.—The Committee, includ-
ing subcommittees of the Committee, shall 
terminate on the date that is 10 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 506—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD INITIATE NEGO-
TIATIONS TO ENTER INTO A 
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT WITH 
THE REPUBLIC OF TUNISIA 
Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 

GRAHAM) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance: 

S. RES. 506 
Whereas Tunisia has been developing its 

democratic and market-economy institu-
tions since its democratic revolution in 2011; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
and Tunisia share core values, such as re-
spect for human rights, democracy, and the 
rule of law; 

Whereas the democratically elected Gov-
ernment of Tunisia has committed to com-
bat corruption and increase transparency 
and accountability in government institu-
tions, and should continue to work toward 
these important goals; 

Whereas the Government of Tunisia has 
implemented a number of economic reforms 
intended to encourage entrepreneurship and 
small business development, particularly in 
its tax and regulatory regimes, and has 
passed new laws on investment, public-pri-
vate partnerships, and bankruptcy; 

Whereas the efforts of the Government of 
Tunisia to reduce its budget deficit by tight-
ening government spending, reforming do-
mestic subsidies for fuel and foodstuffs, and 
allowing its currency to devalue through 
more exchange rate flexibility have arguably 
caused economic hardships for many fami-
lies; 

Whereas strong economic growth and in-
vestment would help provide the necessary 
resources to reduce unemployment in Tuni-
sia, as well as to further strengthen demo-
cratic institutions and solidify public sup-
port for democratic governance; 

Whereas a vibrant, stable, and prosperous 
democracy in the Middle East and North Af-
rica is in the interest of the United States; 

Whereas the political evolution of Tunisia 
stands as an inspiration for citizens of other 
states aspiring to establish the institutions 
of democracy after a history of autocratic 
rule; 

Whereas Tunisia continues to face serious 
threats to its security from violent extrem-
ist groups operating within the country as 
well as in neighboring countries; 

Whereas, in July 2015, the United States 
designated Tunisia as a major non-NATO 
ally; 

Whereas the Government of Tunisia has 
committed a significant portion of its budget 
to defense and interior ministries for 
counterterrorism in recent years, at the ex-
pense of economic and social development; 

Whereas Tunisia faces economic chal-
lenges, including high inflation and high un-
employment, especially among young 
Tunisians and college graduates; 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
continuing a strong economic partnership 
with Tunisia as its government undertakes 
reforms to transform its economy to meet 
the aspirations of all of the citizens of Tuni-
sia; 

Whereas closer engagement with Tunisia 
through trade negotiations would encourage 
even greater reform in Tunisia and build its 
capacity to further modernize and develop 
its economy; 

Whereas the United States is Tunisia’s 7th 
largest trading partner; 

Whereas bilateral trade between Tunisia 
and the United States has increased from 
$949,000,000 in 2011 to $1,200,000,000 in 2018, ac-
cording to the United States Census Bureau; 

Whereas the United States and Tunisia 
held the 8th round of Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreement (TIFA) talks in May 
2019; 

Whereas Tunisia is a member of the World 
Trade Organization; 

Whereas Tunisia is currently eligible for 
preferential duty treatment under the 
United States Generalized System of Pref-
erences program; 

Whereas the Bipartisan Congressional 
Trade Priorities and Accountability Act of 
2015 (TPA) (title I of Public Law 114–26) in-
cludes provisions to require that a trading 
partner adopt, implement, and enforce its 
own labor statutes, and that those statutes 
include internationally recognized core labor 
standards; and 

Whereas, pursuant to the Bipartisan Con-
gressional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act of 2015 (TPA), Congress has man-
dated that the President provide a 90-day no-
tification of intent to begin trade negotia-
tions and established principal negotiating 
objectives, which include that parties to a 
trade agreement combat corruption, trade in 
goods and services obtain competitive oppor-
tunities for export, and labor provisions are 
subject to the same dispute settlement pro-
cedures as all other obligations: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the United States should initiate nego-
tiations to enter into a free trade agreement 
with Tunisia. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 507—SUP-
PORTING MINOR LEAGUE BASE-
BALL 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mrs. 

CAPITO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Ms. ERNST, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. KAINE, and Mr. COTTON) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation: 

S. RES. 507 

Whereas, each season for 15 consecutive 
years, more than 40,000,000 fans have at-
tended a Minor League Baseball game; 

Whereas Minor League Baseball provides 
wholesome, affordable entertainment in 160 
communities throughout the United States; 

Whereas, in 2018, Minor League Baseball 
clubs— 

(1) donated more than $45,000,000 in cash 
and in-kind gifts to the communities in 
which those clubs were located; and 

(2) completed more than 15,000 volunteer 
hours; 

Whereas the economic stimulus and devel-
opment provided by Minor League Baseball 
clubs extends beyond the cities and towns 
where Minor League Baseball games are 
played to a wide range of diverse geographic 
areas in which 80 percent of the people of the 
United States are located; 

Whereas Minor League Baseball is com-
mitted to promoting diversity and inclusion 
through— 

(1) the Copa de la Diversión initiative; 
(2) the MiLB Pride initiative; 
(3) the Fostering Inclusion through Edu-

cation and Leadership Development Program 
(commonly known as the ‘‘FIELD Pro-
gram’’); and 

(4) the Women in Baseball Leadership ini-
tiative; 
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