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will work in their favor. We are very 
much concerned about that with the 
two bills we have done so far that has 
new language in there to encourage 
people to use pilot programs in high 
school to know what direction they 
want to go with their lives. 

ABORTION 
Mr. President, this week, we voted on 

two very important bills—the Pain-Ca-
pable Unborn Child Protection Act and 
the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Pro-
tection Act. Unfortunately, my col-
leagues on the Democratic side voted 
to block these bills, but I would like to 
thank my colleagues, Senators GRAHAM 
and SASSE, for their leadership on 
these bills. I would like to thank Sen-
ator MCCONNELL for his efforts to bring 
these bills to the floor. 

Now this short comment period I 
have here does have a happy ending, 
and I am actually anxious to share 
some things with people. When you 
look at these two bills—first, Senator 
SASSE’s bill, the Born-Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act—a bill I co-
sponsored in the past—it would ensure 
that a baby who survives an abortion 
would receive the same treatment as 
any other child who was naturally born 
at the same age. Now that is inter-
esting. How many people out there re-
alize that if someone goes to an abor-
tion and they were not successful in 
killing the unborn baby, when they 
survive and they are out and they are 
breathing, they don’t get the same 
treatment any other baby would get? 
People are not aware of that. 

So that is what this bill is all about. 
That is just morally right, and I don’t 
see why there would be any disagree-
ment about it. The bill is not even 
about abortion. It is about infanticide. 

It was 28 years ago that I came down 
here in this very Chamber to tell the 
story of Ana Rosa Rodriguez. This is 
what I said. Keep in mind this was 28 
years ago. I said: 

Mr. Chairman, there is a big misconception 
regarding abortion and the issue of women 
and their right to protect their bodies. It is 
not that right that I object to but the right 
that is given them to kill an unborn fetus— 
an unborn child. 

I want to share with you a story that my 
colleague CHRIS SMITH told me some time 
ago on this very floor. 

Ana Rosa Rodriguez is an abortion sur-
vivor. . . . At birth she was a healthy 3 
pound baby girl, except for her injury; she 
was missing an arm. Ana survived a botched 
abortion. 

Her mother attempted to get an abortion 
in her 32nd week of pregnancy when she was 
perfectly healthy—8 weeks past what New 
York State [at that time would] legally 
[allow]. In the unsuccessful abortion at-
tempt, the baby’s right arm was ripped off. 
However they failed to kill Ana Rosa. She 
lived. Pro-life supporters agree that night-
mare situations like the Rodriguez case are 
probably not common, but abortion-related 
deaths and serious injuries occur more fre-
quently than most people are aware. 

It is amazing that we [and I am still 
quoting from 28 years ago] can pay so much 
attention to issues such as human rights 
abroad and can allow the violent destruction 
of over 26 million children here at home. We 

are fortunate that Ana was not one of those 
children. She survived. 

That was 1992. And today, we still 
don’t have explicit Federal protections 
for babies who survive the brutal abor-
tion process. As I said, this issue is not 
about abortion but about caring for a 
baby outside the womb. This baby is 
alive. It is a baby who is living in the 
real world. 

The need for these protections has 
become even clearer as we see States 
like New York and Illinois allowing 
abortion for virtually any reason up to 
the point of birth and supporting infan-
ticide by removing protections for an 
infant born alive after a failed abor-
tion. 

Just a few years ago, after that 
speech—and that would have been in 
1997—I was on the floor with my good 
friend Rick Santorum to try to pass a 
partial-birth abortion ban and end the 
practice of late-term abortions. Fortu-
nately, we won—won the battle against 
partial-birth abortions and finally 
ended that practice in 2003. That ban 
was upheld by the Supreme Court in 
2007. 

We have yet to pass legislation ban-
ning late-term abortion. Only seven 
countries allow abortion after 20 
weeks, including the United States and 
North Korea. Now, that is horrific. The 
United States is supposed to be an ex-
ample in regard to global human 
rights, yet we are on par with North 
Korea when it comes to protecting the 
unborn. 

Senator GRAHAM’s Pain-Capable Un-
born Child Protection Act would help 
roll back the practice by prohibiting 
abortion after 20 weeks post-fertiliza-
tion. The reason he is using this 20 
weeks is there is one agreement that 
no one takes issue with, and that is, 
babies feel pain after that time. Most 
people say that babies feel pain greater 
than adults do. That is why that 20 
weeks was used in the legislation. 

This is another commonsense bill 
that should not divide us along par-
tisan lines. A baby is a baby whether in 
or outside the womb, and each baby de-
serves a chance to live as an individual 
created in the image of God. 

There is still much more we need to 
do to end the abortion-on-demand cul-
ture, but, thankfully, we have the most 
pro-life President we have had in his-
tory. This January, President Trump 
became the first sitting President to 
attend the annual March for Life. It is 
a rally in Washington. Hundreds of pro- 
life Oklahomans joined the President 
and tens of thousands of Americans in 
the march. I had a chance to meet 
many of these Oklahomans, many of 
them extremely young—as young as in 
high school. They were here marching. 
They asked me how to respond when 
the radical left attacks their views, 
and I told them to be kind but not to 
be afraid to voice their opinions. After 
all, they are right. 

Under President Trump’s leadership, 
we protected the Hyde amendment. We 
reinstated and expanded the Mexico 

City policy and stripped abortion pro-
viders like Planned Parenthood from 
using title X funding for abortions. 
And not just that, but under this Presi-
dent, we have also confirmed 193 new 
judges. That is the largest number of 
judges in this particular timeframe of 
a new President. There are 193 new 
judges, the second highest total in his-
tory at this point in a Presidency. 

These judges actually understand and 
uphold the Constitution. I haven’t 
polled them myself, but I suspect the 
vast majority or maybe all of them are 
very sensitive to the sanctity of human 
life. 

The need to stand up for our babies is 
as important today as it was when I 
made this speech in 1992 and in 1997. I 
am looking forward to building on the 
successes under this President. 

We have something happening that is 
unusual now. We have a President who 
is very pro-life, and we also have a lot 
of new judges whom we suspect will be 
conservative, constitutional judges. We 
will overcome evil with good by up-
holding and affirming the dignity and 
inherent worth of every human life, 
and we will seize the opportunity that 
we have today. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

FISCHER). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I 

want to talk today about Black His-
tory Month and, specifically, about 
Black History Month and baseball. 
This month marks the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the first suc-
cessful, organized league for profes-
sional African-American baseball play-
ers. 

On February 13, 1920, a group of eight 
midwestern team owners got together 
at the Paseo YMCA in Kansas City, 
MO, to form the Negro National 
League. Before then, these African- 
American teams had a lot of great 
players. They barnstormed around the 
country. They played sort of whomever 
they could and whenever they could. 
But in 1920, these eight owners got to-
gether and decided that everybody 
would benefit with more structure in 
the league, and they established a 
league to see that we got that struc-
ture. 

In the first 10 years of the league, the 
Kansas City Monarchs won the pennant 
four times. As the league thrived, other 
leagues were formed for African-Amer-
ican players in the South and in the 
East. Over the years, some of the 
greatest players in baseball played in 
the Negro leagues. Jackie Robinson, 
Satchel Paige, and Kansas City’s own 
Buck O’Neil played there. There were 
many others we would recognize who 
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then became part of the major leagues 
following Jackie Robinson. 

There are lots of players you will 
learn a lot about at the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum in Kansas City. The 
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in 
Kansas City tells this story and tells it 
well. They don’t just tell the story of 
African-American organized baseball, 
but they really tell the story of a 
thriving community beyond that, 
which is an important part of our leg-
acy. 

Obviously, a more important part of 
our legacy is to bring everybody to-
gether, but in those years, around the 
time the Negro leagues were formed, 
African-American communities in arts 
and entertainment and in businesses 
were significant. Part of that story is 
told there as well. 

The 100th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Negro leagues is an oppor-
tunity for us to talk about that. These 
leagues had great talent. In fact, the 
Pittsburgh Grays would play here in 
Washington half of the time. Half of 
their games—their so-called home 
games—they played in Washington at 
Griffith Stadium, where the Wash-
ington Senators played. I don’t think 
there is any argument that when the 
Grays played here—the African-Amer-
ican team, the Negro leagues team 
played here—there was a greater crowd 
than there was when the Senators 
played, and there was better baseball. 
These were great and exciting times in 
baseball. I think that is well told at 
the museum. 

TIM KAINE, a Kansas Citian who now 
represents Virginia in Congress, and I 
are working together to commemorate 
the centennial of the Negro Leagues 
with the minting of a new coin by the 
Treasury. We are joined over in the 
House by Congressman EMANUEL 
CLEAVER, from Kansas City in my 
State of Missouri, and Congressman 
STEVE STIVERS from Ohio. 

The way the minting of this coin 
works, of course, is that there is no 
cost to the taxpayers. You print a coin. 
Congress decides that this is an issue 
worthy of recognizing, and you mint 
the coin. I think I said print. Mint is 
more accurate. Once all of the costs of 
minting those coins have been met— 
and there is no taxpayer cost—then the 
money goes to the recipient organiza-
tion from that point on. There would 
be a gold coin and a silver coin and a 
bronze coin at different levels available 
for people to buy. 

Now, 75 of our Senate colleagues, in-
cluding the Presiding Officer and me, 
have cosponsored this legislation. I 
think we will get it passed very soon. 
With any luck, we might even pass it 
right here in the next day or so during 
Black History Month. 

I want to recognize Bob Kendrick, 
the president of the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum, for his support in en-
couraging us to see if we could make 
this coin a reality and all that he and 
his board have done to preserve the his-
tory of Negro leagues baseball. 

I have been certainly glad to take my 
son Charlie to the museum. I go there 
with some frequency. A few years ago, 
I encouraged Major League Baseball to 
have an event there when they were 
having the All-Star Game in Kansas 
City. I don’t think there was a player 
who went to that event at the Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum who wasn’t 
both impressed and touched by what 
they saw there. It is an important part 
of our history. 

Another part of our history that very 
closely relates to this is something I 
will be a part of later this afternoon. 
Congressman DAVID TRONE of Mary-
land, over on the House side, and I, 
along with Senator DURBIN and Con-
gressman CLAY from St. Louis and Con-
gresswoman WAGNER from St. Louis, 
are sending a letter to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame telling them that they 
need to include Curt Flood in the Base-
ball Hall of Fame. 

Curt Flood was a great player and 
should be part of the Baseball Hall of 
Fame just on his playing skills alone. 
He played with the Cardinals most of 
his entire career—7 consecutive years. 
That included two World Series pen-
nants in 1964 and 1967. He won seven 
Gold Gloves in those 7 years and was 
designated the best center fielder in 
the National League. 

I remember that team well. We were 
Cardinals fans in my house. In the late 
1950s and early 1960s, you didn’t have 
many sports on TV. We listened to vir-
tually every Cardinals game we could 
hear on the radio. My mom and dad 
were dairy farmers. I remember being 
out hauling hay at night, and whoever 
was driving the truck should have been 
almost deaf because if there was a Car-
dinals game going on, the radio would 
be as loud as it possibly could be so 
those of us out tossing the bales on the 
hay truck could hear the Cardinals 
game. 

I also remember—and I checked my-
self yesterday to be sure I was accu-
rate—but on that Curt Flood team, 
that 1964 team, it was Bill White at 
first base; Julian Javier at second base, 
Dick Groat, short stop; Ken Boyer, 
third base, and Tim McCarver catch-
ing. Most of the time, and always if 
available, Bob Gibson was pitching. In 
the outfield was Lou Brock—the great 
Lou Brock. Curt Flood was in center 
field, and Mike Shannon in right field. 
By the way, Mike Shannon still an-
nounces the Cardinals games on the 
radio and occasionally on television. 

It was a great team, and Curt Flood 
was an important part of that team. 
Frankly, he should be in the Hall of 
Fame just because of that—the two 
World Series, Most Valuable Player, 
the best center fielder in baseball, at 
least in the National League, for 7 
years straight. 

In late 1969, the Cardinals decided 
they were going to trade Curt Flood to 
the Phillies. I don’t think Curt Flood 
necessarily had anything against the 
Phillies, but he didn’t want to be trad-
ed against his will. So he wrote a letter 

to the commissioner of baseball. In 
that letter he said: ‘‘After 12 years in 
the Major Leagues, I do not feel that I 
am a piece of property to be bought 
and sold irrespective of my wishes.’’ 
That began the challenge of the reserve 
clause in baseball. Maybe it is particu-
larly significant here in Black History 
Month that an African-American play-
er was the one who challenged the re-
serve clause. 

With the reserve clause in baseball, 
you would play for your team’s owner 
as long as you wanted to play unless 
your team’s owner decided you would 
play for someone else. Then you would 
play for that person as long as they 
wanted you to play, unless you decided 
you didn’t want to play baseball any-
more. 

It was Curt Flood who challenged 
that. He lost his Supreme Court case. 
It was a 5-to-4 loss in the Supreme 
Court. But it didn’t take too many 
years before not only was the reserve 
clause reversed but Curt Flood was rec-
ognized in Federal legislation. 

There is a copy of that single-page 
letter filed as part of the 1970 case at 
the Hall of Fame at Cooperstown. If 
there is a copy of Curt Flood’s letter in 
the Hall of Fame, then, Curt Flood 
should be in the Hall of Fame. 

I hope those looking back at what is 
called the golden years of baseball look 
at players who didn’t get into the Hall 
of Fame, take our advice, look at Curt 
Flood, look at the difference he has 
made for players playing the game 
today, and put him in the Hall of 
Fame. 

I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
IMMIGRATION 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, I come to the floor today to say 
that we have gotten some good news 
this week from our Southern border. 
We are making progress on the wall 
that President Trump has fought so 
hard for, and that progress will be fur-
ther supported by billions of dollars in 
new appropriations funding to reach 
the President’s goal of 450 miles by 
2021. Think about it—450 miles that 
have been secured. 

What we do know is that as a result 
of all of these ramped-up security ef-
forts, border apprehensions are down 78 
percent from last May’s high of over 
130,000. We have had falling—falling— 
numbers every single month for the 
last 8 months. This is a very good 
thing. It shows the word is getting out 
that we are serious about our sov-
ereignty, about securing our border, 
about ending the access that traf-
fickers—human traffickers, drug traf-
fickers—have had on that border. That 
is a good thing. 

This good news is clouded a little bit 
by the reality that all is still not well. 
Border Patrol officials estimate that 
nearly 1 million migrants—I want you 
to think about that number: nearly 1 
million migrants—crossed our border 
illegally and evaded apprehension in 
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