
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1102 February 24, 2020 
or outside it. But we offer no such com-
fort during abortions, even in the lat-
est stages of pregnancy, when abortion-
ists crush a baby’s skull and dis-
member it. 

Indeed, a scientific paper published 
earlier this year in the Journal of Med-
ical Ethics noted a curious fact: Abor-
tion is the only—the only—invasive 
procedure performed on unborn infants 
without pain medication. Then again, 
abortion is unusual in so many ways, 
as so few hospital procedures are de-
signed to end a life, not to save a life. 

Are we comfortable with this state of 
affairs? Are we comfortable with the 
fact that more than 11,000 abortions 
were performed after 21 weeks when, 
again, we have clear, scientific evi-
dence that these babies feel pain and 
that many of them could survive out-
side their mother’s womb? 

I would suggest the American people 
are not comfortable with this situa-
tion, and we can do something about it 
in the U.S. Senate this week. 

The second bill we are voting on, 
called the Born-Alive Abortion Sur-
vivors Protection Act, is even more 
modest but perhaps even more urgent. 
This bill would simply protect babies 
when they are born alive during an 
abortion. 

I know it is amazing to even hear 
this, but there are rare and horrible 
cases in which babies are intended to 
be aborted, yet they are born alive, and 
the doctors are under no obligation to 
provide medical care for that young 
baby with a spark of God living in its 
soul. So this bill would simply obligate 
abortionists to render lifesaving med-
ical care to a baby struggling for life 
on the operating table. It would require 
abortionists to act as those babies’ 
friends and their doctors, consistent 
with their oath—not act like the 
baby’s mortal enemy. 

Of course, the abortion lobby will tell 
you: Oh, this never occurs. All of their 
defenders in the media will say that it 
never occurs. But if you are being hon-
est, the facts are, they do occur. 

The implication here is clear. They 
simply want us to look away from this 
horror. That doesn’t mean we should, 
though, because, in fact, we do know— 
we do know—that babies can survive 
abortions. We have the numbers to 
prove it from a handful of States that 
require abortionists to confess when 
they fail to kill a baby in the mother’s 
womb and, instead, murder it on the 
operating table. 

In Florida, 11 babies were born alive 
during abortions in 2017; another 6 were 
reportedly born alive in 2018; and an-
other 2, last year. There were 19 pre-
cious little babies born alive during 
abortions in just 1 State in just 3 years. 
Other States have reported dozens 
more cases. 

Still, the abortion industry will dis-
miss these lives as a mere rounding 
error: Let’s not even focus on it. It is 
not a serious matter. 

But forgive us if most Americans see 
the matter differently. These are pre-

cious little children, made in the image 
of God and endowed by him with the 
same worth and dignity as you and me 
and all of us. 

We have a duty to these little chil-
dren. We have a duty not to look away 
from them. 

These pro-life bills are modest and 
humane. They have the strong support 
of the American people—clear majori-
ties. But the real reason we must pro-
tect these babies is not because it is 
popular but because it is right. 

Every human being is created equal 
and deserves recognition and protec-
tion under our laws. It says so right in 
the preamble to our Declaration of 
Independence. 

Our country doesn’t always live up to 
that noble principle. But right now we 
have an opportunity to live up to it 
just a little bit more, if only in just a 
few more cases—but those cases in 
which life is most vulnerable and most 
innocent. 

So I urge my colleagues to seize this 
opportunity and protect life by ac-
knowledging the humanity of these 
precious little children. We must not 
look away any longer. 

I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

CORONAVIRUS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, well, 

the World Health Organization has now 
reported that there are 79,000 cases of 
coronavirus across at least 30 coun-
tries, with at least 53 confirmed cases 
here in United States. 

As the virus continues to spread, the 
global economy is already beginning to 
suffer. All of the warning lights are 
flashing bright red. We are staring 
down a potential pandemic, and the ad-
ministration has no plan. We have a 
crisis of coronavirus, and President 
Trump has no plan, no urgency, no un-
derstanding of the facts or how to co-
ordinate a response. 

We must get a handle on the 
coronavirus and make sure the United 
States is fully prepared to deal with its 
potentially far-reaching consequences, 
but the Trump administration has been 
asleep at the wheel. 

President Trump, good morning. 
There is a pandemic of coronavirus. 
Where are you? Where is your plan? 

It is just amazing. As the crisis grows 
and grows, we hear nothing. 

Coronavirus testing kits have not 
been widely distributed to our hos-
pitals and public health labs. 

President Trump’s State Department 
overruled the recommendations of the 
scientists in the CDC and allowed in-
fected passengers from a cruise ship to 
be flown back into the United States. 

Amazingly, at a time when we know 
that these pandemics can spread, this 
administration cut the CDC—the agen-
cy in charge of fighting these global vi-
ruses—with a 16-percent senseless cut 
to its budget. 

My fellow Americans, that is what 
they do on all these things. They just 

cut, and then the President tries to 
claim credit after we restore the 
money. He did it in his State of the 
Union. He was claiming, because of his 
great work with NIH, we are curing 
cancer. He has cut the NIH every budg-
et, including this one. 

It is a disgrace how this man can say 
one thing and do another and con-
founding that it doesn’t catch up with 
him with too many Americans and 
none of my colleagues on this side of 
the aisle, and it is probably, right now, 
most dangerous and most egregious 
when it comes to coronavirus. 

It wasn’t just that the President cut 
CDC last year. It follows years of dras-
tic cuts to the global health division at 
CDC by the Trump administration. 

In 2018, CDC was forced to reduce the 
numbers of countries it operated in 
from 49 to 10. That is how bad it is. 

We have crises, and we have a world 
that is different, and this administra-
tion, instead of stepping up to the 
plate, runs away, listening to the clar-
ion call of the far right: Just cut, cut, 
cut, cut, cut, no matter how it affects 
people. 

In 2018, even worse, President Trump 
ordered the National Security Council 
to scupper its entire global health se-
curity unit and asked the Department 
of Homeland Security to do the same. 
We don’t have epidemic teams in the 
National Security Council or DHS. 

I hope and pray to God that corona 
doesn’t spread here, but if it does, we 
have been inadequately prepared be-
cause of President Trump’s lack of 
leadership, lack of understanding 
science, lack of ability to listen to ex-
perts and do something about them in-
stead of being concerned—it seems all 
the time—with his own ego. 

The President has not even taken the 
simple, sensible step of designating a 
single official to lead response efforts. 

In 2014, President Obama made the 
smart decision to appoint Ron Klain to 
lead an interagency response to the 
Ebola outbreak. But President Trump, 
in contrast, has hollowed out so many 
agencies that one of the key figures re-
sponding to coronavirus is Ken 
Cuccinelli, an immigrant hard-liner 
with no experience in public health. 
Unbelievable. A man totally unpre-
pared for coronavirus, an ideologue—a 
rightwing, nasty ideologue who has 
spent his career kicking around immi-
grants—is now in charge of our fight 
against coronavirus. This is after the 
President cut CDC, eliminated the 
global health security units in Home-
land Security and at the NSC, and we 
are in trouble. 

President Trump has not only failed 
to marshal a capable domestic response 
to the coronavirus; he has been slow to 
take action to confront the virus 
abroad. We all know that the best 
thing to do is to stop it from spreading 
abroad before it spreads to these 
United States. 

Of course, the President—ego above 
anything else—has been afraid to criti-
cize President Xi or the Communist 
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Party of China for silencing dissent 
and obscuring the truth about the 
coronavirus—where it originated. When 
China obscures the truth, it puts Amer-
icans in danger. Where is President 
Trump’s voice? 

The videos emerging from behind the 
Chinese Communist Party’s internet 
wall show Chinese people pleading— 
pleading—with the international com-
munity to expose the scope and scale of 
this epidemic. 

The response so far by the Trump ad-
ministration is exactly what happens 
when science skeptics with alternate 
facts try to run emergency response 
that requires expertise, planning, 
knowledge, money, cooperation, and 
science-based actions. 

But being anti-science is not just 
rhetoric. It hurts us. It hurts every 
American in many ways, and that is 
what President Trump and his adminis-
tration do, and our Republican col-
leagues just blithely go along. 

After months of tiptoeing around the 
Chinese Communist Party, after 3 
years of cutting funding for our epi-
demic response programs, President 
Trump simply has left the United 
States unprepared to confront a pos-
sible epidemic like corona. 

I will have more to say this week 
about what the administration must do 
to right the ship. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 
Mr. President, on another front, 

again, the frustration of how this ad-
ministration has conducted itself is un-
precedented. I know some of my col-
leagues like to say that it is just like 
Obama. It isn’t even close. 

Here are some more examples, unfor-
tunately, on the trampling of the rule 
of law in this country. 

Emboldened by the refusal of Senate 
Republicans to hold him accountable in 
his impeachment trial, President 
Trump has been interfering with the 
Justice Department and retaliating 
against officials in his administration 
who dare testify truthfully before Con-
gress. 

In the short week that we have spent 
in recess, the President has managed to 
plunge our country even deeper into 
chaos and certainly has shown the need 
for having a trial during impeachment 
with witnesses and documents, getting 
the truth and not rubberstamping 
President Trump’s behavior. 

The President continued to purge his 
administration, firing officials who re-
fused to pledge allegiance to the Presi-
dent over their allegiance to the Con-
stitution. The President classified 
Bolton’s book in another blatant at-
tempt to cover up the facts. This is 
what dictatorships do—dictatorships. 
They say something is classified; they 
hide the truth. It is a disgrace. 

The President continued to abuse the 
pardon power, in one instance com-
muting the sentence of a notoriously 
corrupt former official without rhyme 
or reason. Maybe most egregious of all, 
the President, angered that the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence had the 

gall to conduct a bipartisan briefing for 
the House Intelligence Committee on 
foreign interference in our elections, 
replaced him with a political lackey— 
a yes-man as the head of DNI, where 
truth needs to be spoken probably 
more than any other place in the gov-
ernment. He has no experience in the 
intelligence community and is simply 
known as an acolyte to President 
Trump. 

With each of these actions—I hate to 
say it, but it is true; any objective per-
son will know—President Trump brings 
our Nation closer and closer and closer 
to a banana republic, a government not 
of laws but of one man, a government 
where officials are asked to swear loy-
alty not to our country or the Con-
stitution but to the President himself, 
a country where truth is obscured or 
covered up or deemed fake simply be-
cause it is not flattering to the Presi-
dent and is not what he wants to hear. 

President Trump’s decision to dis-
miss the DNI Director, the Director of 
National Intelligence, is particularly 
pernicious. Our intelligence commu-
nity is an institution that is supposed 
to report on threats to our country 
with accuracy, without regard to poli-
tics, to speak truth to power, to pro-
tect us. For the President to install a 
yes-man at the top of the intelligence 
community, to politicize a part of our 
government designed to be apolitical, 
to so debase the morale of the brave 
men and women in the CIA and the 
NSA, many of whom risk their lives for 
our safety, is a disgrace. 

There are media reports that our in-
telligence community has found that 
Putin continues to engage in activities 
to influence the outcome of our elec-
tion. That is reportedly what former 
DNI McGuire’s team was briefing Con-
gress about. 

So today, along with my Democratic 
colleagues on the Banking and Foreign 
Relations Committees, I am sending a 
letter to Secretary Pompeo and Sec-
retary Mnuchin urging them to impose 
new sanctions on Putin and his cronies 
using existing sanctions authority. 
They have it; they can do it. Let me re-
peat that. The Trump administration 
has broad authority to impose sanc-
tions for meddling in our elections. It 
does not need new legislative tools or 
approval. 

Our message is clear: Secretary 
Mnuchin, impose sanctions now. 

No one on the Intelligence Com-
mittee, Democrat or Republican, has 
disputed that Russia is attempting to 
interfere in our elections. Most say 
Russia has already started to do so. So 
this should be an easy, bipartisan ef-
fort. We are being attacked today in 
real time by foreign adversaries. This 
is not about party politics. It is not 
about what Trump doesn’t want to 
hear. The Russians wanted him to win 
in 2016 and in all likelihood will want 
him to win in 2020. It is about the oath 
we swear to defend our Republic. Amer-
icans—I don’t care what their party, 
what their ideology—if they start be-

lieving our elections are not on the 
level, this democracy will be in big 
trouble. 

I hope my Republican colleagues will 
join us. The administration could im-
pose sanctions tomorrow, and it 
should. A repeat performance of 2016— 
another campaign of foreign influence 
in our elections—is perhaps the great-
est threat to our democracy. The 
Founding Fathers thought so. Read 
what James Madison said. 

We demand that Secretary Pompeo 
and Secretary Mnuchin identify and 
target all those determined to be re-
sponsible for ongoing election inter-
ference. Anything less would be an ab-
dication of their responsibility, their 
sacred, solemn responsibility to pro-
tect and defend the United States from 
the serious threat to our national secu-
rity and the integrity of our electoral 
process. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maine is recognized. 
f 

LIFESPAN RESPITE CARE 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2019 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to urge passage of bipartisan, 
compassionate legislation that I intro-
duced on April 2 of last year with my 
colleague from Wisconsin, Senator 
BALDWIN, to reauthorize the Lifespan 
Respite Care Program. This program 
provides respite services to family 
members who are caring for loved ones 
with special needs. Oftentimes, they 
are taking care of a spouse with Alz-
heimer’s disease or a child with several 
disabilities, and it is a 24/7 job. They 
need a break, they need help, and that 
is what respite service is all about. 

This is not a new program. It has 
long been a bipartisan priority, and our 
bill is widely supported by a total of 
100 leading caregiver and respite orga-
nizations across the country. 

The Senate Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions Committee re-
ported our bill unanimously on October 
31 of last year, and we have been work-
ing since then to secure its passage by 
the full Senate. It cleared the Repub-
lican side of the aisle on December 17, 
but the bill has been stalled on the 
other side of the aisle due to an un-
known objection by an anonymous 
Senator, making it very difficult to re-
solve. If you don’t know who has 
lodged the objection and you don’t 
know what the concern is, it becomes 
impossible to resolve it. Thankfully, I 
am pleased to report that the objection 
has now been lifted, and we are poised 
to pass this bill that will help our sen-
iors caring for a spouse with Alz-
heimer’s or another disease, as well as 
parents caring for children with dis-
abilities. 

Our bill would authorize $10 million 
annually for the Lifespan Respite Care 
Program over the next 5 years to assist 
States in establishing or enhancing 
statewide lifespan respite programs. 
Since the program’s enactment 15 
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