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teenager, Mattie Ross, along with U.S.
Marshal Rooster Cogburn, to avenge
the death of Mattie’s father at the
hands of a drifter. The novel incor-
porates distinct references that are fa-
miliar to many Arkansans, and it de-
picts life on the frontier in what was
then the wild, wild West. It was later
adapted into film in 1969 and 2010.
While it is his most well-known work,
Mr. Portis also wrote four other novels
and several shorter works of fiction
and nonfiction.

During his career, Portis was hon-
ored with the Oxford American’s first
Lifetime Achievement in Southern Lit-
erature award and was presented with
the Porter Prize’s 30th Anniversary
Lifetime Achievement Award. ‘‘True
Grit” has been praised as ‘‘one of the
great American novels.”

I take this opportunity to say how
proud we are of Charles Portis and his
legacy as an acclaimed writer and sto-
ryteller. My thoughts and prayers are
with his friends and family as they re-
member and reflect on his life. I hope
they find comfort in the fact that Mr.
Portis has left a profound, lasting
mark on Arkansas, as well as within
our Nation’s culture and literary tradi-
tions.

Charles Portis had a remarkable ca-
reer that will be remembered for a long
time to come. I wish to honor him and
his loved ones today and help to cele-
brate his life. On behalf of all Arkan-
sans, we celebrate Charles Portis and
his notable contributions to our State.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I am
pleased to have arrived on the Senate
floor just a bit early to have heard the
Senator from Arkansas, Mr. BOOZMAN,
pay tribute to the DAYV, Disabled
American Veterans, and I very much
want to join in his comments.

I will also take a moment to thank
him for his continual service for vet-
erans, not only for those of Arkansas
but of our Nation, and to recognize
that he and I, since our days in the
House of Representatives, have worked
together on veterans’ issues and both
now find ourselves in positions in the
hopes that we can do even more.

To Senator BOOzZMAN, I say thank you
for his continued efforts in making
sure that all who serve our Nation have
a better future and that the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, as well as the
American people, do everything they
can to make sure that what they are
entitled to they will receive. So 1
thank the Senator from Arkansas.

TRIBUTE TO KENT CORNISH

Madam President, I come to the floor
to congratulate and pay tribute to a
Kansan, Kent Cornish. He is retiring as
the President of the Kansas Associa-
tion of Broadcasters.

He has spent the last 40 years in the
broadcast business and the past 12 at
the KAB in his advocating on behalf of
broadcasters across our State. His dedi-
cation to making certain that rural
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communities in Kansas have access to
quality broadcasting programming is a
testament to his commitment to rural
America at large. I, in particular, find
that very pleasing as we know how im-
portant broadcasting is—local broad-
casting in particular—to the future and
well-being of the citizens of Kansas
and, particularly, to those who live in
our smallest communities.

Kent is widely recognized as one of
the most knowledgeable and effective
advocates for broadcasting in our State
and around the country. He has been a
leading voice in Topeka and Wash-
ington, DC, and is someone whom I
hold in high regard.

Kent is a native of Topeka who dedi-
cated his life to broadcasting at an
early age. With dreams of becoming a
sportscaster, Kent attended the Uni-
versity of Kansas, where he earned a
degree in journalism. He later attended
Washburn University School of Law.

After joining his hometown station,
WIBW, as an intern, Kent worked his
way up through the ranks to become a
news reporter, anchor, and, eventually,
an assistant news director. He also
spent time at WDAF in Kansas City
and later returned to WIBW. He left
the station in 1980 and turned his at-
tention to sales. He served as executive
director of the Kansas Manufactured
Housing Institute, but he could not
keep his passions in the background.

He left that job to return to broad-
casting. Four years after leaving
WIBW, he rejoined the station at which
he would ultimately be named program
director and operations manager. He
later took over as general manager of
KTKA, in Topeka, and eventually
moved to Wichita to manage two tele-
vision stations. After having spent dec-
ades running broadcast stations that
Kansans from all over our State have
relied on for both local and national
news, he became the president and ex-
ecutive director of the Kansas Associa-
tion of Broadcasters in 2008.

Kent has had a long and successful
career. He has earned esteemed awards,
including the Grover Cobb Award from
the University of Kansas. He has also
served in numerous leadership capac-
ities, including as the former president
of the National Alliance of State
Broadcasters Associations and as the
former chairman of the Greater Topeka
Chamber of Commerce and of the To-
peka Community Foundation.

Kent has been a powerful voice in the
Nation’s Capital for critical Federal
policy, all framed in the larger lens of
improving communities’ access—peo-
ple’s access—to quality broadcasting.
Like the rest of us from rural States
like Kansas, Kent knows how quickly
these communities can be forgotten
and has always been determined to en-
sure access to local information, news,
and weather.

I am proud to call Kent a friend, and
I look forward to seeing where his life
now takes him. We meet many people
in the business that we are in here in
the U.S. Senate and in politics in gen-
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eral. Kent is one of those whom you ap-
preciate from the first day you become
acquainted with him. He is straight-
forward and honest and tells it like it
is. He is there to be supportive but is
there to provide the necessary informa-
tion for me and others to make the
best decisions, not just on behalf of
broadcasters but for those they serve
in their communities.

I add my voice to the well-deserved
praise that he has received and will
continue to receive. Congratulations
and thank you to Kent for all his work.

On behalf of Kansas broadcasters,
you are highly regarded by them and
their listeners. Your efforts have bene-
fited Kansans and have improved our
Nation. You will be missed at the Kan-
sas Association of Broadcasters, but I
have no doubt you will continue to
make your community a better place.

I look forward to many more years of
friendship and working together on be-
half of Kansans, and I thank you for
your friendship and for all you have
done to make our State a better place.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B00zZMAN). The Senator from Arkansas.

ABORTION

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, this
week the Senate has another chance to
vote on basic pro-life protections for
babies, both born and unborn.

This week we have another choice to
live up to our Nation’s highest prin-
ciple—that every person has the right
to life—or to stoop down to a narrow
vision of humanity peddled by the
abortion industry and its cronies.

The first bill we are considering—the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act—would prohibit abortions after 20
weeks of pregnancy, when there is
clear, scientific evidence that these
young babies can feel pain in their
mother’s womb.

The abortion lobby and all of its de-
fenders will dispute this science, claim-
ing that babies or fetuses—which is the
euphemism they like to use for ba-
bies—can’t feel pain at all or at least
until the very latest stages of preg-
nancy. Anyone pedaling that myth
must have never visited a neonatal in-
tensive care unit, or the NICU, as they
are usually called. Ask any one of
those NICU nurses who cares for little
preemies, even micro-preemies, and
they will tell you how they can hold
that small infant sometimes even in
the palm of their hands, and they can
see it grimace at a poke or a prod,
maybe even slap away a tube or a nee-
dle as they approach—just as older kids
do, just as some grownups do.

The undeniable fact of fetal pain in
these young babies influences every as-
pect of how we care for the young in
our hospitals. We swaddle them with
only the softest fabrics because their
little bodies are so easily stimulated.
We give them pain medicine during
surgery, whether they are in the womb
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or outside it. But we offer no such com-
fort during abortions, even in the lat-
est stages of pregnancy, when abortion-
ists crush a baby’s skull and dis-
member it.

Indeed, a scientific paper published
earlier this year in the Journal of Med-
ical Ethics noted a curious fact: Abor-
tion is the only—the only—invasive
procedure performed on unborn infants
without pain medication. Then again,
abortion is unusual in so many ways,
as so few hospital procedures are de-
signed to end a life, not to save a life.

Are we comfortable with this state of
affairs? Are we comfortable with the
fact that more than 11,000 abortions
were performed after 21 weeks when,
again, we have clear, scientific evi-
dence that these babies feel pain and
that many of them could survive out-
side their mother’s womb?

I would suggest the American people
are not comfortable with this situa-
tion, and we can do something about it
in the U.S. Senate this week.

The second bill we are voting on,
called the Born-Alive Abortion Sur-
vivors Protection Act, is even more
modest but perhaps even more urgent.
This bill would simply protect babies
when they are born alive during an
abortion.

I know it is amazing to even hear
this, but there are rare and horrible
cases in which babies are intended to
be aborted, yet they are born alive, and
the doctors are under no obligation to
provide medical care for that young
baby with a spark of God living in its
soul. So this bill would simply obligate
abortionists to render lifesaving med-
ical care to a baby struggling for life
on the operating table. It would require
abortionists to act as those babies’
friends and their doctors, consistent
with their oath—mot act like the
baby’s mortal enemy.

Of course, the abortion lobby will tell
you: Oh, this never occurs. All of their
defenders in the media will say that it
never occurs. But if you are being hon-
est, the facts are, they do occur.

The implication here is clear. They
simply want us to look away from this
horror. That doesn’t mean we should,
though, because, in fact, we do know—
we do know—that babies can survive
abortions. We have the numbers to
prove it from a handful of States that
require abortionists to confess when
they fail to kill a baby in the mother’s
womb and, instead, murder it on the
operating table.

In Florida, 11 babies were born alive
during abortions in 2017; another 6 were
reportedly born alive in 2018; and an-
other 2, last year. There were 19 pre-
cious little babies born alive during
abortions in just 1 State in just 3 years.
Other States have reported dozens
more cases.

Still, the abortion industry will dis-
miss these lives as a mere rounding
error: Let’s not even focus on it. It is
not a serious matter.

But forgive us if most Americans see
the matter differently. These are pre-
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cious little children, made in the image
of God and endowed by him with the
same worth and dignity as you and me
and all of us.

We have a duty to these little chil-
dren. We have a duty not to look away
from them.

These pro-life bills are modest and
humane. They have the strong support
of the American people—clear majori-
ties. But the real reason we must pro-
tect these babies is not because it is
popular but because it is right.

Every human being is created equal
and deserves recognition and protec-
tion under our laws. It says so right in
the preamble to our Declaration of
Independence.

Our country doesn’t always live up to
that noble principle. But right now we
have an opportunity to live up to it
just a little bit more, if only in just a
few more cases—but those cases in
which life is most vulnerable and most
innocent.

So I urge my colleagues to seize this
opportunity and protect life by ac-
knowledging the humanity of these
precious little children. We must not
look away any longer.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, well,
the World Health Organization has now
reported that there are 79,000 cases of
coronavirus across at least 30 coun-
tries, with at least 53 confirmed cases
here in United States.

As the virus continues to spread, the
global economy is already beginning to
suffer. All of the warning lights are
flashing bright red. We are staring
down a potential pandemic, and the ad-
ministration has no plan. We have a
crisis of coronavirus, and President
Trump has no plan, no urgency, no un-
derstanding of the facts or how to co-
ordinate a response.

We must get a handle on the
coronavirus and make sure the United
States is fully prepared to deal with its
potentially far-reaching consequences,
but the Trump administration has been
asleep at the wheel.

President Trump, good morning.
There is a pandemic of coronavirus.
Where are you? Where is your plan?

It is just amazing. As the crisis grows
and grows, we hear nothing.

Coronavirus testing kits have not
been widely distributed to our hos-
pitals and public health labs.

President Trump’s State Department
overruled the recommendations of the
scientists in the CDC and allowed in-
fected passengers from a cruise ship to
be flown back into the United States.

Amazingly, at a time when we know
that these pandemics can spread, this
administration cut the CDC—the agen-
cy in charge of fighting these global vi-
ruses—with a 16-percent senseless cut
to its budget.

My fellow Americans, that is what
they do on all these things. They just
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cut, and then the President tries to
claim credit after we restore the
money. He did it in his State of the
Union. He was claiming, because of his
great work with NIH, we are curing
cancer. He has cut the NIH every budg-
et, including this one.

It is a disgrace how this man can say
one thing and do another and con-
founding that it doesn’t catch up with
him with too many Americans and
none of my colleagues on this side of
the aisle, and it is probably, right now,
most dangerous and most egregious
when it comes to coronavirus.

It wasn’t just that the President cut
CDC last year. It follows years of dras-
tic cuts to the global health division at
CDC by the Trump administration.

In 2018, CDC was forced to reduce the
numbers of countries it operated in
from 49 to 10. That is how bad it is.

We have crises, and we have a world
that is different, and this administra-
tion, instead of stepping up to the
plate, runs away, listening to the clar-
ion call of the far right: Just cut, cut,
cut, cut, cut, no matter how it affects
people.

In 2018, even worse, President Trump
ordered the National Security Council
to scupper its entire global health se-
curity unit and asked the Department
of Homeland Security to do the same.
We don’t have epidemic teams in the
National Security Council or DHS.

I hope and pray to God that corona
doesn’t spread here, but if it does, we
have been inadequately prepared be-
cause of President Trump’s lack of
leadership, lack of understanding
science, lack of ability to listen to ex-
perts and do something about them in-
stead of being concerned—it seems all
the time—with his own ego.

The President has not even taken the
simple, sensible step of designating a
single official to lead response efforts.

In 2014, President Obama made the
smart decision to appoint Ron Klain to
lead an interagency response to the
Ebola outbreak. But President Trump,
in contrast, has hollowed out so many
agencies that one of the key figures re-
sponding to coronavirus is Ken
Cuccinelli, an immigrant hard-liner
with no experience in public health.
Unbelievable. A man totally unpre-
pared for coronavirus, an ideologue—a
rightwing, nasty ideologue who has
spent his career kicking around immi-
grants—is now in charge of our fight
against coronavirus. This is after the
President cut CDC, eliminated the
global health security units in Home-
land Security and at the NSC, and we
are in trouble.

President Trump has not only failed
to marshal a capable domestic response
to the coronavirus; he has been slow to
take action to confront the virus
abroad. We all know that the best
thing to do is to stop it from spreading
abroad before it spreads to these
United States.

Of course, the President—ego above
anything else—has been afraid to criti-
cize President Xi or the Communist
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