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I personally lost my father to gun vi-
olence when I was 19 years of age. And
these deaths are preventable.

My bill, H.R. 4836, the Break the
Cycle of Violence Act, is an important
step forward to get ahead of the sense-
less violence.

I am also proud that nearly a year
ago, the House passed H.R. 8 for mean-
ingful gun background checks.

I know the cruelty of suffering a loss
at the hands of a gun; knowing your
loved one won’t come home because
someone was armed with a weapon
they should not have had access to.

I urge my colleagues in the Senate to
vote on H.R. 8, and for this body to
take up H.R. 4836.

————
MERRILL’S MARAUDERS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, earlier this week, I had
the honor of meeting Gilbert Howland
and Bob Passanisi at a reception hon-
oring Merrill’s Marauders of World War
II.

During the war, Gilbert and Bob vol-
unteered for a mission that was de-
scribed as only dangerous and haz-
ardous. These brave men, and approxi-
mately 3,000 others, answered the call
of duty and were deployed to Northern
Burma to fight behind enemy lines.

Only nine of these selfless volunteers
are still alive today, and they deserve
to be honored for their bravery, their
sacrifice, and their love of country.

Pennsylvania had more Marauder
volunteers than any other State, and
one volunteer, Russell Hamler, from
Pittsburgh, is still with us today.

I am proud to cosponsor H.R. 906, the
Merrill’s Marauders Congressional
Gold Medal Act, introduced by Rep-
resentative PETE KING of New York. I
would like to encourage my colleagues
to support this bipartisan legislation
and honor the legacy of Merrill’s Ma-
rauders.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF GAL-
LAUDET UNIVERSITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 4303,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2019, of the following Member on the
part of the House to the Board of
Trustees of Gallaudet University:

Mr. BUCSHON, Indiana

————
ISSUES OF THE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, under
the new rules of this Congress, since
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the rules have been changed that only
allow one Special Order per week, and
despite for years my having encouraged
members of our conference to sign up
for Special Orders, it is our chance to
get messages out that we feel need to
be out.

As I have said for years to our con-
ference, you need to sign up for the
Special Orders because you don’t want
my face to be the face of the party.
And I am very encouraged, we have got
more people signing up now.

But under the Speaker’s new rules, as
of this Congress, only one per week per
person, so I am pleased, Mr. Speaker,
to be here for my one Special Order of
the week.

And what a week it was. Wow. The
impeachment proceedings came to the
conclusion that most everybody who
had studied the situation knew that
they would; no matter how long it got
drug out, it was going to be this con-
clusion.

The State of the Union address Tues-
day night; most people, or at least
around here, most people know the
Constitution requires a State of the
Union report or address, but it doesn’t
require that it be done orally. And
originally, the very first were provided
in writing.

But it is an opportunity for us to
come together, even though it has not
been quite as homogenous a body as it
has been at times when it comes to the
State of the Union.

It has just been interesting. You
know, some call it Trump Derange-
ment Syndrome, some call it PTSD,
President Trump Stress Disorder. But
apparently, he causes stress, in some
cases derangement, so people that nor-
mally think straight just have trouble
reaching the same wise conclusions
that they used to. So that has been an
interesting thing to observe.

But here we are, end of the week of
impeachment, end of the week after a
State of the Union address.

I was honored to have my friend,
Nigel Farage, who has been fighting for
about a decade, actually, to make the
point that President Trump has been
making here in America; that unless
our country is strong, we cannot take
care of other countries’ disasters and
problems or assaults on freedom
around the world. We can’t. We have to
make sure we are strong first.

And the example that has been given
before of being on a jet plane, and the
instructions, for good reason, say that
the adult must put the mask on in the
event of a loss of cabin pressure, which
means there will be a loss of oxygen.
So put your mask on first, so that you
will be conscious and helpful to your
children and others who are not able to
put the mask on themselves.

If we are not strong, if we don’t take
care of the United States of America,
as our oath should require us to do,
then we are not able to be that shining
light on a hill. We are not able to be
that hope for freedom.

There are a lot of countries around
the world that don’t care for the
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United States. Some of it is simple
jealousy.

But some call the United States im-
perialist pigs, which is no reflection on
the United States. It is a reflection on
their ignorance of what imperialism
means, as well as exactly what the his-
tory of the United States is.

We have gone and fought and sac-
rificed our greatest treasure, American
lives—you are hard-pressed to find any
place in history where a country sac-
rificed that precious treasure, in our
case, American lives—for other peo-
ple’s freedom. And we don’t require
that they learn our language; that they
begin to get permission from our gov-
ernment here in order to conduct af-
fairs in their own country.

We are not imperialists. We are not
seeking a hegemony. That is not the
case at all. We are about freedom.

O 1300

We have so many friends in France.
We have, of course, a painting over
here. It is the only painting in the
whole Capitol full length of a foreigner,
and here it is. It has been here in the
House for so many decades, a friend of
George Washington that is over here on
my right, Lafayette.

We have had great help from the
French. In fact, they helped ensure the
final victory at Yorktown with their
ships and their military. The French
military was there at the surrender,
where Cornwallis cowardly said he was
ill and couldn’t come out and sur-
render, so he sent out a subordinate.
We owe the French people a great deal.

Historians have wrestled with how,
after the American Revolution, we
came about having freedom without
the thousands of heads being separated
from bodies, as occurred after the
French Revolution that began 10 or so
years after we got our Constitution.
The French Revolution ended up ulti-
mately resulting in an Emperor named
Napoleon. Before Napoleon even took
charge, so many people were Killed, so
much bloodshed.

Historians have wrestled with that.
How did the American Revolution re-
sult in freedom without the tremen-
dous beheadings and hangings that oc-
curred in other places like after the
French Revolution? What made the dif-
ference? 1 believe those who point to
the First Great Awakening around the
1730s and 1740s, a recognition of Bib-
lical principles and of just who Al-
mighty God was and is and this desire
for freedom that our Creator has pro-
vided.

Some say, well, if we are endowed
with it, why doesn’t everyone have
freedom around the world? Well, like
anything you inherit, if you are not
willing to fight for it, there will be evil
people who will take it from you, and
you won’t have it. Thank God for all of
those who have served in our military
and fought for freedom.

Some historians say the big dif-
ference, they believe, between the re-
sults of the American Revolution and
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the French Revolution was that the
American Revolution was about lib-
erty, and the French Revolution was
about revenge. As long as this country
has been about liberty, it has soared,
and people have done well.

Of course, in the second century of
our country, there was another great
awakening in the decades before the
Civil War, and some would indicate ac-
tually the second great awakening, an
awakening of something Daniel Web-
ster, John Quincy Adams, of course,
Frederick Douglass knew better than
anybody. But how can you be a Chris-
tian and follow the teachings of Jesus
and at the same time put brothers and
sisters in chains and bondage? They are
inconsistent. They are incongruent.
You can’t have those two things work-
ing together. Sure, slavery is talked
about in the Bible, and it has always
been around, and it grieves me greatly.

We heard a year ago, at the National
Prayer Breakfast, there are now more
slaves in the world than there have
ever been at any time in the world’s
history. Tragic. Some say, well, that
points to our own disgusting history
here in the United States, like Colum-
bus coming over and establishing slav-
ery. Again, a lot of people don’t know
their history, but there were Indian
tribes that had captured and enslaved
other Indian tribes. I used to say Na-
tive Americans, but we have had so
many Native Americans testify before
our committee, and they normally say
I am an Indian from the such and such
Indian Tribe, so that has been a revela-
tion.

Nonetheless, slavery has existed
since the fall of man. It is an evil that
exists in this world, and I am glad we
were rid of it in the United States. It is
tragic that it took a Civil War and the
loss of a half-million lives, but, again,
it took a second great awakening. And
that was about liberty; it wasn’t about
revenge.

We get to the 20th century, helped in
two world wars. We haven’t had a great
awakening in over 100 years. I think it
shows in the activity here in this body,
and I think it shows in activities
across the country. I think it is some-
thing that would serve us well and help
refine the country if we were to have a
third great awakening. Instead, we see
tremendous partisanship.

I really appreciated the majority
leader explaining for our Speaker what
she really meant by things she had
said. Of course, she had said that the
State of the Union Address had no con-
nection with reality. She said the
speech was a pack of lies. She said the
President was selling a bill of goods,
like a snake oil salesman. And I appre-
ciated our minority whip, my friend
STEVE SCALISE, asking about that. It
certainly appears there were a lot of
truthful things.

Just to highlight some of the Presi-
dent’s guests, this should have been a
feel-good event across the aisle. And I
wasn’t a personal fan of President
Obama, but when he would tell a story
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that touched the heart, as there were
so many of those stories in the State of
the Union, how could you not be
moved? How could you not applaud and
stand and cheer for some of those he-
roic situations? So I thought it was
like a good movie. You laugh, you cry,
you cheer. And there were those
events.

I have run into this myself. One lady
told me she was so sensitive to the
Holy Spirit after she finished saying
some really nasty things about me. She
said, when you came up, the Holy Spir-
it left, and I realized she was com-
pletely consumed with hate. So, yes,
you can’t be consumed with that kind
of hate and still feel the presence, as
you say you have, of the Holy Spirit. If
you can set those kinds of feelings of
hate aside long enough, then it is easi-
er to find areas of mutual agreement.

Stephanie and Janiyah Davis from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, she was
the fourth grade student who loves art
and math. For too long, she has been
assigned to low-performing schools.
Her mom, Stephanie, is a hardworking,
single mom who tried to apply for a tax
credit scholarship. But since the Gov-
ernor had vetoed the school choice leg-
islation, Janiyah remained among the
estimated 50,000 students on a wait list.

As was announced here in this body—
I was sitting right up there—she was
getting a scholarship. How could we
not all cheer this child with so much
promise having the chance to pursue
her dreams and get the best education,
just like children of Presidents of both
parties have here in Washington as
they send their child or children to pri-
vate schools? Why not give a poor mi-
nority a chance that the President’s
children have?

Juan Guaido from Caracas, Ven-
ezuela, of course, he was the interim
President of Venezuela. I thought it
was inspirational to have him here and
allow us to pay tribute to whom many
of us believe is the actual, legitimate
Venezuelan President. But as the
President pointed out, the U.S. is sup-
porting the Venezuelan people in their
struggle for freedom and democracy.

Kelli and Gage Hake from Stillwater,
Oklahoma, Kelli was at home with her
1-year-old son, Gage, when she learned
that her husband, Army Staff Sergeant
Christopher, had been Kkilled while
serving his second tour of duty in Iraq.
He was killed by the explosive devices
designed and produced under the aus-
pices of a guy named Soleimani, whom
President Trump had ordered taken
out. Such an irony, too, he was killed.

It shouldn’t have been a partisan
thing over someone being Kkilled by a
drone strike because I am not aware of
any of my friends across the aisle who
expressed any concern when President
Obama had a father and son, two Amer-
ican citizens, killed without arrest or
trial with a drone strike. I don’t re-
member anybody on the other side of
the aisle being upset or expressing that
outrage that President Obama had fa-
ther and son killed—the son, appar-
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ently, a minor—had them both taken
out by a drone strike. But I could un-
derstand why President Obama would
do that. This al-Awlaki, he was an
American citizen.

As I pointed out before, it is a flaw
that has occurred in our citizenship
system, where there was no act of Con-
gress. We can’t find that there was
even an executive order. But some-
where along the way, despite the lan-
guage during debate of the 14th Amend-
ment that made clear, no, they were
not anticipating that if you were—and
they didn’t say alien. They said for-
eigner or a diplomat here. Well, of
course, your children are not going to
be American citizens, and they weren’t
for years. But somewhere, in the dec-
ades following the adoption, the ratifi-
cation of the 14th Amendment—and
like I say, I can’t even find an execu-
tive order—some bureaucrats appar-
ently in the State Department, I guess,
just decided it would be easier to start
bestowing citizenship on children of
people who were here illegally, or as
the ratifiers of the 14th Amendment
called them, foreigners. They didn’t
even care if they were legally here or
illegally here. They certainly did not
anticipate that children of foreigners
here would be American citizens.

Like I say, I have been trying to find
out who made that decision to start
giving citizenship to people who are
born here. Our friend Judge Andrew
Napolitano, I have heard him say on
FOX News before that, basically, peo-
ple need to get over it. It doesn’t mat-
ter who you are. If you are born here,
you are an American citizen.

But he was just ignorant of the fact
that if you are a diplomat’s child born
here, you are not an American citizen.
So those were the two areas. If you are
a foreigner’s child, a diplomat’s child,
you weren’t to be an American citizen.
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But it would be very interesting if we
could ever find out who made that call
and how do we go about curing it now.

But I think the President is right. If
that was done by just some bureau-
crat’s decision, no act of Congress, no
executive order, just somebody just
started giving out American citizen-
ship to people who were born here to
foreigners, then you should be able to
retract it with a President’s executive
order overruling whatever desk jockey
or bureaucrat decided it was too dif-
ficult to assess whether somebody was
here legally or not, and so just start
giving out American citizenship.

But the name al-Awlaki, he is one of
many people that we know—at omne
point, I only knew a couple. I wasn’t
willing to give those names out be-
cause they were given to me in a per-
sonal request not to give them out
until others were known so that that
person’s identity wasn’t in jeopardy of
being learned.

But al-Awlaki, his parents came over
on a student visa. He was born here.
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They take him back to Yemen. They
teach him to hate America.

Apparently, there may have been
people in the Bush administration; cer-
tainly there were in the Obama admin-
istration. They apparently thought he
was being a double agent and helping
the U.S., when, actually, he was fo-
menting violence against Americans
here and abroad.

So it is understandable that Presi-
dent Obama or people in his adminis-
tration who had tried to work with al-
Awlaki, they wouldn’t want him com-
ing back and having a big trial where
he revealed the different people he had
worked with in different administra-
tions, so the answer is take him out
with a drone strike. Never mind his
minor son is in there. We don’t know if
he was guilty of fomenting violence or
not, but he was a juvenile, as I under-
stand it.

We hear all these allegations about
President Trump but not so much
about the murders ordered by Presi-
dent Obama, whether we call them
murders or killings. I don’t think they
actually meet the criminal require-
ments of being murder because they
were people normally that he took out
by order of a strike. They were enemy
combatants who were Kkilling Ameri-
cans.

So I didn’t have a problem with him
protecting American interests in doing
what President Obama did, nor do I
have a problem with President Trump
protecting our country doing the same
thing.

Again, 1 appreciate the majority
leader saying: No. No. When the Speak-
er was talking about all the lies, just
the whole speech was a pack of lies. He
was selling a bill of goods like a snake
oil salesman. The whole speech had no
connection with reality.

He was explaining that she actually
wasn’t talking about all these people
who were introduced. I look forward to
the Speaker pointing that out.

Jody Jones from Farmersville, Cali-
fornia: On December 17, 2018, Jody’s
brother, Rocky Jones, was shot and
killed by an illegal immigrant in Cali-
fornia. The criminal alien who had
committed this brutal murder was pre-
viously arrested for violent crimes and
twice deported.

The criminal alien was arrested in
December 2018 for the sixth time, but
because of California’s sanctuary State
policy, he was released from jail. A few
days later, he went on a 24-hour reign
of terror, injuring several people, rob-
bing a gas station, leading law enforce-
ment on a high-speed chase, and killing
51-year-old Rocky, who was known as a
kind and gentle soul. He left behind a
precious daughter and four brothers.

I don’t see anything in any of these
that should have been considered lies.
These are touching stories.

I realize we have a disagreement
here, as many do across the country. I
think there is a bill proposed with a
new way forward where we even pro-
vide airfare to people who have been
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deported to bring them to the United
States.

I think the Trump administration is
doing a good job getting rid of people
who are criminal threats to this coun-
try, and I applaud those efforts. I think
it is part of our keeping our oath to our
Constitution that we take here.

Our devotion is not to citizens of the
world. It is like President Trump has
pointed out: We can’t help the world if
we are not strong as a nation.

That is what Nigel Farage has been
successful in promoting, a removal of
the U.K. from the European Union. You
have got some bureaucrats making de-
cisions who are not residents of Eng-
land, and yet they are making deci-
sions that have adversely affected the
lives of the British people, and I can
understand them being upset.

Yes, there are those who say, if we
had a one-world government, then
there is no need for war, the same ar-
gument that was made for the Euro-
pean Union: Look, if we are all one
country, then we can’t have another
world war started between Germany
and France or anybody else because we
are all one government.

Orwell would probably acknowledge
that as a great basis for creating Big
Brother that watched over everybody,
which seems to be where we continue
to move in this country, into a great
socialist, communist, progressive soci-

ety.
As Whittaker Chambers quoted
Dostoevsky:

The problem with communism is not eco-
nomic. The problem with communism is
atheism.

I will never forget, before the fall of
the Soviet Union, going into the only
authorized seminary, Christian semi-
nary in the whole Soviet Union at a
place called Zagorsk. As you turned in
the gate, there was a big building
there, and the building had a picture of
Lenin’s face, and it said, in Russian:
“Lenin is with us.”

The message was clear: You may be
going into this Christian seminary, but
just understand, this is a communist
country—or a socialist country, as
they called themselves—and here, it
isn’t Christianity that is good. It is im-
portant you know Lenin is the one who
is with us.

It was interesting visiting Lenin’s
tomb in those days. The rumor was
that his ear had deteriorated to the
point that they replaced it with a rub-
ber one. I never knew if that was true
or not, but his ear didn’t really look
real.

But, nonetheless, that was their mes-
sage: This dead Lenin is with us and
not some God you Christians think you
should worship.

But we are moving toward a time in
this country, unless it is interrupted—
and I think the election of President
Trump helped interrupt it—where
Christians are really the only identifi-
able group in America where it is po-
litically correct to condemn them, to
belittle them, to persecute them. And
we are still seeing that grow.
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It is interesting that it grows at a
time when anti-Semitism continues to
grow here, as in Europe.

We had, from Scottsdale, Arizona,
Iain Lanphier. I didn’t realize his
great-grandfather was going to be right
there and that he was a 100-year-old
Tuskegee Airman, one of those heroic
airmen who were segregated but had
incredible courage, incredible ability,
and they flew missions that were just
incredible. They showed such courage
in helping protect freedom even though
they were fighting segregation, or had
to deal with it back then. What a he-
roic group.

This young man is the great-grand-
son of Tuskegee Airman Charles
McGee. Of course, Iain wanted to be,
and still wants to be, a member of the
United States Space Force.

Those were all inspirational.

Now, I know, and I think the major-
ity leader referred to it, they disagreed
with Rush Limbaugh being recognized.

He is an incredible man, an extraor-
dinary man. I recall back when I was
on the bench as a judge in Texas seeing
that the Republican majority elected
in November of 1994 recognized Rush as
an honorary member of their class.
They paid tribute. Without him, they
didn’t think Republicans, for the first
time in 40 years, would have gotten the
majority back.

Of course, Newt Gingrich was leading
that charge from a congressional
standpoint.

But he is an amazing guy. Even when
I get really frustrated and depressed
about some of the things going on here,
I can listen to Rush, and he has such an
amazing sense of humor. So it has been
interesting.

As his producer—Bo Snerdley is his
radio name—can verify, as he has to
me many times—I love the guy—he can
personally testify that Rush Limbaugh
is not a racist. James can verify that,
has verified that.

Anyway, I know Rush. I just think
the world of Rush and what he has
tried to do. I thought now that he has
been diagnosed with stage IV cancer, it
was a great tribute.

We see it here in this body. We have
people in this body who have made ar-
guments staunchly against the things
we really believe in, and we find out
they have got cancer. In our Thursday
morning Prayer Breakfast, we pray for
each other. It doesn’t matter about
party.

Sometimes in that Prayer Breakfast
you hear testimonials from people and
you had no idea the things they have
gone through, but we set aside the po-
litical things to pray for each other
and care about each other.

So I have been a bit burdened to see
people S0 angry about Rush
Limbaugh’s recognition for the things
that he has been amazing and done. I
think the slurs about him being a rac-
ist, they are absolutely absurd. Talk to
James.

Rush did not hire James because he
was Black. He hired him because he is



H970

an amazing guy, and he has been help-
ful to Rush. But, like I say, I love
James. He is just great guy.

I am so pleased the President recog-
nized Rush. I got up to the gallery up
there, Rush was there, and it meant a
lot to me to hug Rush Limbaugh and
encourage him, and I will continue to
pray for him as well.

I am just sorry that people can’t take
a step back when somebody is going
through what Rush is and at least drop
some of the outrageous slander.

We also had retired Brigadier General
Charles McGee. He is the great-grand-
father of Iain Lanphier.

I know comments were made that the
whole speech was a pack of lies, but
these were extraordinary people. As
their stories were told, there was
cheering. There were tears. It was just
a feel-good time.

It should have been for all Ameri-
cans, when we could see the things that
brought us together and made us
strong, and yet there were people who
were not about to stand up and ac-
knowledge and applaud some of these
folks.

0 1330

That is really tragic. And it wasn’t
just Rush Limbaugh.

Paul Morrow, a United States Army
veteran, but he started a successful
contracting business. Today he is
building a new concrete plant in an op-
portunity zone in Montgomery.

Carl and Marsha Mueller from Pres-
cott, Arizona, as far as I know, no rela-
tionship to Bob who cost us $30 million
or so when he knew immediately that
his investigation was a sham. There
was no collusion or conspiracy between
the Trump campaign and Russia, even
though there are people who continue,
after 2 years and 30 or so million dol-
lars, establishing no conspiracy or col-
lusion between the Trump campaign
and Russia, people still keep wanting
to bring up that as if the lie is truth.

But Bob Mueller—I regret the dam-
age that he has done to the name
““Mueller.” These folks were wonderful.

Kayla was a devoted humanitarian
aid worker. I knew the story. My heart
broke for these people. It is just hor-
rendous to think about what al-
Baghdadi did to their daughter, a lov-
ing, caring, dedicated person of faith
trying to help others, and al-Baghdadi
repeatedly raped her. It is more than a
parent should ever have to deal with to
think about.

But we also heard those stories about
Boko Haram after they attacked a
Christian school. I was invited over
there. We didn’t have people from the
Obama administration that appeared
to want to help initially, even though
there was a hashtag,
#bringbackourgirls. That didn’t bring
back anybody.

But then I secretly met with dozens
of the mothers of girls who were kid-
napped and were enslaved and being
raped, that was a very emotional
evening. But I asked their pastor pri-
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vately, I said: ‘“Where are all of the fa-
thers?”

And he said: ‘“That is part of all of
this tragedy. The fathers know their
daughters are being raped daily. They
don’t feel like they should be sleeping
in a bed comfortable when they were
not able to protect their daughters.”
So they have gone to the bush, jungle,
rainforest, whatever you want to call
it, and they are living out there and
many have already died out there.

There was a quote from a Catholic
bishop and I was told when I was over
there: ‘“Yeah, the Obama administra-
tion is saying that if you want some
real help with Boko Haram’—not just
a hashtag—‘‘but you want some real
help that will make a difference and
stop Boko Haram, you have got to do a
couple of things. You have got to legal-
ize same-sex marriage, and you have
got to start funding abortions, and
then we will be able to be of more help
to you.”

Of course, that kind of reminds you
of asking Ukraine to help with the in-
vestigations into corruption.

But, anyway, President Obama obvi-
ously wasn’t impeached and nor did
anybody that I am aware of think we
should have tried to impeach him be-
cause he wasn’t helping these Christian
girls the way we could have by helping
take out Boko Haram, even with drone
strikes, or more.

I understand there was some intel-
ligence provided to the Nigerians, but
according to the people I met with,
they weren’t getting the help because
they weren’t going to change their
laws to adopt same-sex marriage or le-
galize abortion.

But what a tragedy. And I don’t
know, maybe people, some of the ones
that didn’t stand and applaud for that
couple that has endured so much,
maybe it was that they didn’t want to
applaud because al-Baghdadi was
killed, even though he was responsible
for the killing of so many Americans,
so many Christians, so many Jews, and
actually, Muslims as well.

Maybe they did not approve of a ter-
rorist thug like al-Baghdadi being
killed. And I know President Obama
had said that ISIS is not true Islam.
Well, it was a radical form of Islam. Al-
Baghdadi had a Ph.D. in Islam, so I al-
ways Kkind of felt like he at least knew
something about Islam, perhaps more
than people who did not have a Ph.D.
in Islamic studies.

I was very grateful that President
Trump took the actions he did to
eliminate the person who could do the
kind of things that he did to Carl and
Marsha Mueller’s daughter. But, again,
I would have thought that we could
have celebrated the taking out of just
a thug, an enemy combatant, a person
who wanted to see America destroyed,
that we might have had more commu-
nity, or camaraderie in relieving the
world of somebody that did so much
damage to people in it.

We had Deputy Chief Raul Ortiz. I
mean, the guy is a hero. I have met

February 7, 2020

him before. It was good to see him
here. He is with the U.S. Border Patrol.
He joined them in 1991. He had served
in the United States Army, and he has
got a lot of responsibility down on the
border trying to protect our country,
because there are people trying to
come in with drugs, that are Kkilling
Americans, they are enslaving Ameri-
cans, or people who don’t like us.

Fortunately, the majority of people
coming in, they do like America and
want to live here, but we can’t know
who wants to help and who wants to
hurt unless we have a secure border
and can control who comes in.

Tony Rankins from Cincinnati, Ohio,
had suffered from PTSD, post-trau-
matic stress disorder. He had become
addicted to drugs. Anyway, Tony’s
story kind of reminded me of a friend
from Texas, Curtis Brown, who is a
Christian and who has been able to
conquer some of these same demons, is
doing great in helping others.

So I have great appreciation for Tony
Rankins and what he has overcome.
And now the company he started, R In-
vestments, today he is working in an
opportunity zone in Cincinnati, but the
new job has helped him overcome his
drug addiction.

But there is more that has to be done
to keep someone from falling back into
drugs. It is a daily battle, and people
should be applauded for being able to
do that. I regret that we didn’t have
more stimulating applause and rec-
ognition.

Robin and Ellie Schneider—Ellie was
the one born at 21 weeks and 6 days,
one of the youngest babies to survive
in America at the time. It is an amaz-
ing story. How could you not applaud
that little child in her mother’s arms.
It was very touching, very moving.

It wasn’t a lie. These weren’t lies.
These were real American stories that,
again, should have made us all laugh,
all cry, and all cheer over the good
things.

Ivan Simonovis from Caracas, Ven-
ezuela, he was the chief of police there
in Venezuela’s capital city. He was es-
teemed as the nation’s top cop. But he
was imprisoned in 2004 for protecting
protesters. He was held in captivity for
nearly 15 years by Chavez and the
Maduro regimes, but he escaped in 2019,
got to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and
was welcomed in the United States.

That ought to be a story we could all
cheer for on both sides of the aisle.
That is a good thing.

I regret we were not even more laud-
atory for a guy who had overcome all
of that. I guess for some people, if you
applaud his escaping Venezuela in the
Chavez and Maduro era, maybe it was
thought that applauding that might be
some recognition of just how brutal so-
cialism, progressivism, and com-
munism becomes.

Natan Sharansky, it was my privi-
lege to have a long conversation with
him and Sheldon and Miriam Adelson
years ago. The guy is brilliant. He
served 12 years, though, in a Russian
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gulag because he wanted freedom of
speech.

As Natan points out, you have fear
societies and you have free societies,
and you can test which you are in. Are
you free to say absolutely anything
you want to in the town square with-
out fear of harm or arrest? If you are
able to do that, you are in a free soci-
ety.

And, unfortunately, for Natan, he
was in a fear society. And that is where
communist systems go. They don’t feel
they can allow widespread Christi-
anity. They suppress. They keep people
in fear.

It is amazing, too, as I have traveled
around the United States, it seems like
some of our best citizens who under-
stand the threats against America,
they are from the former Soviet bloc
countries, and they say: We are hearing
all of this great stuff about socialism.
We heard all of that before, and we
know that it leads to a loss of freedom.
It leads to our lives being dictated by
people above. It leads to the loss of pa-
rental rights because the government
is going to tell you what you are al-
lowed to talk to your children about.

I was shocked to find out years ago
that in the Soviet Union, they made
very clear—I heard the presentation—
that these children do not belong to
the parents. The parents are temporary
caretakers. And if they ever found out
that a parent has ever said anything
negative about the Soviet Union, the
Soviet Government, those children will
be removed and they will be put in the
hands of other temporary caretakers
who the government likes and who will
not say anything negative about their
government.

That is, as Sharansky would say, a
fear society. And I fear we have moved
in that direction dramatically.

Joshua Smith from Paducah, Ken-
tucky was up here. His 16-year-old
brother, Channing, committed suicide
last September in Tennessee. He had
suffered from cyber assault on social
media by students in his high school.
Joshua described Channing as ‘‘the
sweetest kid on Earth’ who loved play-
ing musical instruments. But he was
bullied, cyberbullied.

The Williams family from Fort
Bragg, that was so touching. And I was
surprised. How could you not cheer this
father coming back into the lives of his
wife and two children? I mean, most of
us were moved to tears. Some were not.
I don’t really understand how every-
body was not totally moved by what
went on there.

Anyway, I was pleased that the ma-
jority leader clarified the Speaker’s
comments about those being, as she
said, no connection with reality, a
pack of lies, selling a bill of goods like
a snake oil salesman.

I was glad he clarified that she
wasn’t really talking about all of those
human-interest stories, and things that
should have brought us together. But
unfortunately, they didn’t, as they
should have.
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For those who love justice, I am
hopeful that now that this 3-year pur-
suit of impeachment is behind us, now
we are told: Oh, that is just the begin-
ning. We are not stopping impeach-
ment. We are going to keep going for-
ward.

A court was told: Oh, yeah, we are
going to keep going forward with im-
peachment. We are not done. We are
going to keep trying to find something.

Really, this kind of sounds like basi-
cally, since it has been made very clear
as of this week the Senate is not going
to buy into some bogus group of allega-
tions that are not impeachable of-
fenses, which makes clear, then, you
are pursuing it, apparently using tax-
payer dollars, to try to besmirch a can-
didate for November 2020, to try to de-
feat him by using taxpayer dollars to
make all kinds of allegations that you
know will not result in removal from
office but you are hoping will result in
his defeat in November.

It is amazing the effect President
Trump has on people. You can call it
Trump derangement syndrome or
whatever, but for so long as we have
had deep state people, they felt like, as
unelected bureaucrats, they were sup-
posed to be in charge. It appeared pret-
ty clear to me Lieutenant Colonel
Vindman was offended. You could tell
by his body language and the things he
said. He was really bothered that Presi-
dent Trump didn’t do exactly what he
told him to do in his talking points.

How dare the elected President of the
United States who embodies foreign
policy—President Obama, agree or dis-
agree, when he was President, as he
had said before, elections have con-
sequences. So many of us disagreed
with his foreign policy. He was Presi-
dent. He could have whatever foreign
policy he cared to pursue.

But you have people like Lieutenant
Colonel Vindman who didn’t think that
President Trump should do what he
felt appropriate. He felt he should do
what Lieutenant Colonel Vindman
thought was appropriate. After all, he
saw himself as the be-all and end-all
resource on all things to do with
Ukraine. From the things we found out
he said to the Ukrainian leaders, it
struck me from his testimony, my
gosh, he is being more loyal to Ukraine
and the Ukrainian President than he is
to his own oath of office and his own
Commander in Chief. He is advising
them not to listen to his Commander
in Chief, which is totally consistent
with his activity in Moscow, appar-
ently, when he was overheard belittling
America and doing so to Russians.

Anyway, hopefully, he won’t be there
much longer. But just think about it: If
we hadn’t gone through impeachment,
then we wouldn’t have known about all
these people who are unelected bureau-
crats who thought they ought to be in
charge of everything.

So looking for a silver lining, I think
there is a great silver lining because
these people have now raised their
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heads and made themselves known that
they think, as bureaucrats, they should
run everything, and they will do every-
thing they can to undermine the Presi-
dent of the United States. Now we
know who they are so we can start get-
ting rid of those people. That will be a
good thing for the country.

We had Christopher Wray, the Direc-
tor of the FBI, before our Judiciary
Committee this week. I was hoping
when he was appointed Director of the
FBI that he would come in and would
clean house here in Washington, and he
would help restore the FBI’s sterling
reputation that it had built over time.
It seemed that he had a habit, though,
if you pointed out problems in the
Washington FBI office, he would defend
by saying: You are basically casting as-
persions on these 37,000 fine employees
of the FBI.

That is why I had to make clear to
him this week that we are not casting
any aspersions on anybody around the
country who are part of the FBI be-
cause I have known too many FBI
agents. I still do. I know, as a felony
judge, they would never have come and
lied to me in seeking a warrant. They
would never have created an untruthful
document by changing information,
like we are told Clinesmith did. I still
have some concern they may make him
the one fall guy.

In my opinion, if you seek to get a
warrant to spy on a Presidential cam-
paign that you don’t want to win, Mr.
Speaker, and you take information
that says that Carter Page was an
agent for our intelligence sources and
spying on Russia, and you change that
to say he was not so it helps you get a
warrant to spy on a campaign you
don’t like, to me, he ought to be in jail
for committing a fraud upon the FISA
court. I think he ought to be in jail for
any other crimes that were committed
in the process of seeking to provide
false information to violate American
citizens’ civil rights. I hope Carter
Page is very successful in his legal ef-
forts.

Instead, we find out, the one guy I
thought, oh, well, they will make him
the fall guy, when there are a lot of
people who probably should be going to
jail.

But under Christopher Wray’s leader-
ship, what have they done to Mr.
Clinesmith? They let him resign, retire
early, go get employment elsewhere,
and make a good living somewhere
else. Really?

As I said to Christopher Wray: You
are in law enforcement. You have to
know how important deterrence is, and
when somebody does acts like he did,
in essence, there is no punishment.

It is just one of many things that
seems to indicate to me that Chris-
topher Wray thinks the way to get the
FBI’s reputation back is to cover up
much of the problem, not punish peo-
ple. They need to be punished publicly
so that it is a deterrence to any other
FBI agents who might be tempted to
act similarly as Clinesmith or Comey
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or McCabe or Strzok. These are people
who ought to be required to answer for
their wrongdoing.

Yes, I still have significant problems
with Inspector General Horowitz. He
did a lot of investigation, but it is very
clear that Strzok and Page had tre-
mendous bias.

His original report, in effect, said
there is no indication that it affected
the outcomes. How about the fact that
every outcome was consistent with
their bias? Not one single outcome was
inconsistent with their bias for Hillary
Clinton and their hatred for Donald
Trump. When it is 100 percent con-
sistent, then it means it is time to do
something. Christopher Wray needs to
go, too.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
MODERNIZING ENTITLEMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, my
family accuses me of being incapable of
speaking without moving my hands or
without displays, so we are going to see
if we can do a little bit of both that we
are good at.

Mr. Speaker, about every week, I try
to take a block of time and come here
to walk through both what I see hap-
pening math-wise and what I see hap-
pening demographic-wise. I know as
soon as I use those words, most anyone
who is watching this is now falling
asleep. But the math is important.

I put this board up because I am a be-
liever that there is a way to save the
country from being buried in debt.
There is a way that the next 30, 40
years can be incredibly prosperous, but
we need to invest in this magic device,
which is called a calculator, because
much of what we do here is rhetorical.

We do policy by feelings, and we en-
gage in just absolute absurdity in our
unwillingness to talk about the reality
of what is going on.

So, first, a bit of premise, and then
we will do a little bit of what happened
in today’s job report to demonstrate
there is a path, but that path doesn’t
exist until we start to be honest with
each other.

So just a top-line understanding, the
next 5 years, just the growth in Social
Security and Medicare—it is mostly
Medicare—and healthcare entitle-
ments, just the growth equals the en-
tire Defense Department.

Mr. Speaker, you have to understand
what is happening. It is not Republican
or Democrat. It is demographics. There
are 74 million of us who are baby
boomers, and we are moving into our
retirement years. We have earned bene-
fits, and there is no money in the bank.
It is all going to be borrowed.

So think of that: Over the next 10
years, just the growth of Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, and healthcare entitle-
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ments is the entire discretionary budg-
et. Everything else is on autopilot.

Yet how many of our brothers and
sisters who are elected, and who have
this incredible opportunity and respon-
sibility to come tell the truth, are
comfortable coming behind this micro-
phone and saying: Hey, it turns out
that we are getting old very fast as a
society. We have stunning numbers of
promises that we have an obligation to
keep. And we are unwilling to have the
honesty of the discussion of what we
are about to do to our kids in crushing
them.

I have a 4-year-old daughter. Doesn’t
she deserve to have the same opportu-
nities we all have had?

It turns out there is a path, but we
need to stop delusional thinking. For-
give me when my brothers and sisters
on the Republican side say, ‘“Well, if we
just got rid of waste and fraud,” it is a
rounding error. It is important, and we
need to do it.

“We just have to tax rich people
more.”” It is delusional. It is fractions
of a percent, and you could take all
their wealth, Mr. Speaker.

We don’t seem to have our heads
around the scale of this math and the
number of zeros that go with it.

Let’s sort of walk through this. In
the last couple of years, we have been
trying to pitch a concept. You can’t
just do one thing, Mr. Speaker. You
can’t just change entitlements and
think you are going to accomplish any-
thing. You can’t just tax people more
and think you are going to get any-
where. You have to do everything.

It is sort of the wholistic—I prefer
the term ‘‘unified”’—theory that we
have to get the economics working. We
have to maximize economic growth,
and we have to maximize labor force
participation. We need to adopt revolu-
tionary and disruptive technology to
crash the price of healthcare because,
as I was just sharing with you, Mr.
Speaker, healthcare is what drives the
deficit.

I was here last week, and I was show-
ing slides that 90 percent of the future
debt is substantially Social Security
but mostly Medicare, yet the only calls
I get when I show that slide is I get
people angry: Stop telling us that.
That doesn’t fit the folklore I bathe in.

But the fact of the matter is, there
are technology disruptions coming
right now that could crash the price of
healthcare and be amazing in changing
our debt curve. The problem is a bunch
of that technology is actually illegal
because it uses algorithms, sensors,
and things that our current legal
framework and reimbursement frame-
work isn’t ready for. We need to mod-
ernize.

O 1400

Employment, we are going to talk
about some of the remarkable things
that came out in today’s unemploy-
ment numbers that should be incred-
ibly hopeful to both those on the left
and the right of what is happening,
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where our brothers and sisters—what
we refer to as marginally detached—
are coming back into the labor force.
This is a good thing. It makes remark-
able differences.

You are going to start to see: Do we
add incentives in the earned and even
unearned benefits? Remember, in our
society, the vast majority of our spend-
ing, 70-plus percent, is on autopilot. It
is what we call entitlements.

You earned your Social Security.
You earned your Medicare. You earned
your VA. You earned these things.
There are other benefits you get be-
cause you fell below a certain income.
You are part of a certain Tribal popu-
lation—those things. These are treaty
obligations. They are societal obliga-
tions we have made decisions on.

Are there things we can do to add a
spiff? Saying: Yes, you may be 70 years
old, you have your earned entitlement,
but could we give you a little spiff? Are
you healthy? Do you want to continue
to work? Do you want to stay in the
labor force?

Because it turns out to be really good
for society. It turns out to be really
important.

We still have a problem with millen-
nial men, which is a different speech,
and one day, we will figure out why
they are underparticipating.

Population stability, a really uncom-
fortable part of the conversation to
have, but the math is the math. Our
birthrates have collapsed. We are look-
ing at data right now that says half of
millennials, more than 50 percent of
millennials, will never marry. It
doesn’t mean they won’t be in long-
term committed relationships, but are
there incentives we can produce as a
government, as a society, that those
stable relationships bring another gen-
eration? Because it is an honest math
problem. We are collapsing population-
wise.

Immigration, how do you design an
immigration system that is open, wel-
coming, but is talent-based? Because
the reality of it is, we are about to hit
such a demographic headwind if we do
not have brothers and sisters becoming
Americans who have certain skill sets.

In many ways, it is a more elegant
system. I don’t care about your race,
your religion, who you cuddle with, all
of these things. I do care that you add
velocity to our society, to our econ-
omy.

Then, there are other things: tax
policies, regulatory policy, smart tech-
nology, things we can do to maximize
economic growth.

Look, our pitch is: If we can make
these things work—and you can’t do
one or two of them; you have to do all
of them—we have a model that says, at
the peak of the baby boom, so about 15
years from now, or less than that, we
kiss up to 95 percent of debt-to-GDP,
but we can hold it. Then, it fades back
to something normal.

If we don’t do this, there are charts
out there that show a couple hundred
percent of debt-to-GDP. We blow up the
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