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Following graduation, Steve at-

tended Texas A&M University, where 
he joined the Corps of Cadets and began 
his journey as a Fightin’ Texas Aggie. 
Steve quickly excelled both in aca-
demics and the corps. While at A&M, 
he was a member of Company F–1, a 
member of the prestigious Ross Volun-
teers Honor Guard, and a member of 
the Ross Volunteers Firing Squad. Dur-
ing his senior year, he served as second 
battalion commander. In 1969, Steve 
graduated from Texas A&M University 
with a bachelor of science degree in pe-
troleum engineering. He continued at 
A&M to earn a master’s degree in the 
same discipline. 

Steve began his career with Shell Oil 
Company in Houston, Texas. Much of 
his work over his 5 years with Shell fo-
cused on designing and pumping large 
hydraulic fracture treatments to stim-
ulate production from the deep, low 
permeability geopressured gas res-
ervoirs in south Texas. It was his work 
with hydraulic fracturing that inspired 
him to return to Texas A&M and set 
him apart from his peers as a true leg-
end of the oil and gas industry for the 
advancement of this critically impor-
tant technology. 

One day in 1970, Steve was riding the 
elevator at work and met Ann Friddle, 
who was also working at Shell. Steve 
and Ann were married 6 months later 
on January 9, 1971, and they had been 
married over 48 years when Steve 
passed away. 

He and Ann returned to College Sta-
tion, and he pursued a Ph.D. in petro-
leum engineering, which he completed 
in 1975. In 1976, Steve joined the Texas 
A&M petroleum engineering faculty, 
and as if he didn’t have enough to do as 
a young father and new professor, he 
started his own consulting company, 
S.A. Holditch & Associates. 

S.A. Holditch & Associates quickly 
became a worldwide powerhouse in the 
petroleum engineering space. Over the 
years, Steve earned a reputation for 
being able to solve the most difficult 
petroleum engineering problems, espe-
cially those dealing with low perme-
ability reservoirs needing stimulation, 
typically through hydraulic fracturing. 
He was distinctly proud of the work 
that Holditch & Associates did along-
side the Gas Research Institute to ad-
vance understanding of low perme-
ability sandstones, shales, and coalbed 
methane. 

After over 20 years of success, Steve 
chose to sell Holditch & Associates to 
Schlumberger, where he stayed on as a 
fellow, the highest technical designa-
tion in that organization. As a 
Schlumberger Fellow for 5 years, Steve 
traveled extensively to help solve some 
of the world’s most difficult petroleum 
engineering problems. 

In 1995, at the age of 49, Steve was 
elected to the National Academy of En-
gineering, the highest honor that can 
be given to an engineer. After many 
years of service to the Society of Pe-
troleum Engineers, or SPE, Steve was 
elected to the board of directors, then 

vice president of finance, and finally 
president of this global organization 
with over 70,000 members. 

He was awarded almost every rec-
ognition that SPE has to give, includ-
ing three of the society’s top technical 
awards. He was elected an SPE hon-
orary member in 2006, the highest 
award that SPE can bestow upon an in-
dividual, and was officially named a 
Legend of Hydraulic Fracturing by 
SPE in 2014. 

While Steven enjoyed many profes-
sional successes in the commercial re-
gime, many of his accomplishments 
were at Texas A&M University, where 
he served on the faculty for 37 years. 
During his tenure, he taught 97 classes 
and served on over 150 graduate com-
mittees. From 2004 to 2012, Steve 
worked as head of the Harold Vance 
Department of Petroleum Engineering. 

During this time, he revitalized the 
Crisman Institute of Petroleum Re-
search and saw the number of students 
in the petroleum engineering depart-
ment more than double. Under his lead-
ership, the department quickly earned 
a reputation as the number one ranked 
university petroleum engineering de-
partment in the world. 

It was during his time at A&M that 
he created this second legacy for Amer-
ica’s hydrocarbon industry, the thou-
sands of Aggie petroleum engineers 
who work around the world every day 
utilizing Steve’s teaching and men-
toring to solve the world’s greatest en-
ergy challenges. Collectively, these 
pacesetters—George P. Mitchell, 
Michel T. Halbouty, and Dr. Stephen A. 
Holditch, and ones they taught and 
guided—have contributed significantly 
to America’s energy dominance that is 
changing the world today. 

In 2013, Steve retired from the fac-
ulty after many years of dedicated 
service to the Texas A&M community. 
Throughout his life, Steve often cred-
ited Texas A&M University as the 
foundation from which his success 
grew. He praised the values instilled in 
all Aggies, and in 2014, he was named a 
Texas A&M Distinguished Alumnus, an 
honor he richly deserved for a life of 
service and devotion to his beloved uni-
versity. In thanking the Aggie commu-
nity, Steve said: ‘‘You will look back 
at your years at Texas A&M as one of 
the best periods of your life. Always re-
member the Aggie Code of Honor.’’ 

In 2016, Steve was inducted in the 
Corps of Cadets Hall of Honor, an 
award which made him prouder and 
happier than perhaps any other award 
he had ever received. 

Following retirement, Steve enjoyed spend-
ing time in Bryan/College Station, with his wife 
Ann, their two daughters, and their five grand-
children. As a season ticket holder to a variety 
of Texas A&M sports, Steve continued to sup-
port the Aggies, but Fightin’ Texas Aggie Foot-
ball remained closest to his heart. Steve con-
tributed a great deal to the Texas A&M com-
munity and can be described as a model 
Texas Aggie, who was true to its core values 
of Excellence, Integrity, Leadership, Loyalty, 
Respect, and Selfless Service. One of my fa-

vorite phrases that Steve often used was ‘‘I re-
serve the right to get smarter.’’ That is what 
he did best, always pushing to find solutions 
to the world’s toughest oil and gas challenges. 

Mr. Speaker, Steve’s life was defined by his 
dedication to his family and friends, his world- 
changing accomplishments in energy, and his 
true love of Texas A&M University. He will be 
forever remembered as a true pioneer in his 
field, a devoted husband, father, grandfather, 
teacher, mentor and friend. My father has a 
saying—‘‘go make a hand.’’ Mr. Speaker, 
Steve Holditch truly ‘‘made a hand’’ for his 
family, his university, his community, our coun-
try, and the world. 

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest and 
heartfelt condolences to the Holditch family. 
We also lift his family and friends in our pray-
ers. 

I have requested that a United States flag 
be flown over our Nation’s Capitol to honor the 
life and legacy of Dr. Stephen A. Holditch. 

As I close today, I urge all Americans to 
continue praying for our country, for our vet-
erans, for our military men and women who 
protect us, and for our first responders who 
keep us safe at home. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LEWIS (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 1 minute p.m.), 
the House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Friday, February 7, 2020, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3739. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Office of Electricity, Department of Energy, 
transmitting a report titled, ‘‘Potential Ben-
efits of High-Power, High-Capacity Bat-
teries’’, pursuant to H.R. 5895; Public Law 
115-244; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

3740. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting notification that, as a result of con-
firmed cases of 2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019- 
nCoV), a determination that a public health 
emergency exists and has existed since Janu-
ary 27, 2020, nationwide, pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 247d(a); July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, 
Sec. 319(a) (as amended by Public Law 107- 
188, Sec. 144(a)); (116 Stat. 630); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3741. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Libya that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13566 of February 
25, 2011, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

3742. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
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month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Mali that was declared 
in Executive Order 13882 of July 26, 2019, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, 
Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 
1627); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3743. A letter from the Acting Director, 
International Cooperation, Acquisition and 
Sustainment, Office of the Undersecretary 
Department of Defense, transmitting a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Department of Defense of the United States 
of America and the Department of Defence of 
Australia, Transmittal No. 03-20, pursuant to 
Sec. 27(f) of the Arms Export Control Act 
and Executive Order 13637; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

3744. A letter from the Acting Director, 
International Cooperation, Acquisition and 
Sustainment, Office of the Undersecretary 
Department of Defense, transmitting a noti-
fication of the Department’s intent to sign 
an Agreement between the Government of 
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Federative Republic of Brazil 
for Research, Development, Test, and Eval-
uation Projects, Transmittal No. 02-20, pur-
suant to Sec. 27(f) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act and Executive Order 13637; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3745. A letter from the Director, Bureau of 
Consumer Financial Protection, transmit-
ting the Bureau’s 2020 Annual Performance 
Plan and Report, and Budget Overview, pur-
suant to 31 U.S.C. 1115(b); Public Law 111-352, 
Sec. 3; (124 Stat. 3867); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Reform. 

3746. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for General Law, Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting a notification of a dis-
continuation of service in acting role, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 
151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Reform. 

3747. A letter from the Chief Human Cap-
ital Officer, Small Business Administration, 
transmitting a notification of a nomination 
and an action on nomination, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform. 

3748. A letter from the Chief, Regulatory 
Development Division, Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s interim final rule — Extension of 
Compliance Date for Entry-Level Driver 
Training [Docket No.: FMCSA-2007-27748] 
(RIN: 2126-AC25) received February 5, 2020, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: Committee 
on Homeland Security. H.R. 1494. A bill to 
strengthen partnerships between historically 
Black colleges and universities and minor-
ity-serving institutions and the Department 
of Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 116–393, Pt. 
1). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: Committee 
on Homeland Security. H.R. 5273. A bill to 
require the Secretary of Homeland Security 
to develop a plan to increase to 100 percent 

the rates of scanning of commercial and pas-
senger vehicles entering the United States at 
land ports of entry along the border using 
large-scale non-intrusive inspection systems 
to enhance border security, and for other 
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 116–394). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. TRAHAN (for herself, Ms. 
DEAN, and Mrs. HAYES): 

H.R. 5768. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to protect students and 
taxpayers by modernizing evaluation and in-
creasing transparency in the accreditation 
system, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. BYRNE (for himself, Mr. 
GOODEN, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. POSEY, 
Mr. BAIRD, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. WEBER of 
Texas, Mr. CLINE, Mr. JOYCE of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. HICE of Georgia, Mr. 
BISHOP of North Carolina, Mr. BUDD, 
Mr. ALLEN, Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio, 
Mr. MEUSER, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. DUNN, 
Mr. RIGGLEMAN, Mr. BANKS, Mr. 
WALKER, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. SPANO, 
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. 
GOSAR, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. ARRINGTON, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr. 
DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee, and Mr. 
BROOKS of Alabama): 

H.R. 5769. A bill to require the Comptroller 
General of the United States to conduct an 
audit relating to the impeachment inquiry 
and trial of Donald J. Trump, President of 
the United States; to the Committee on 
House Administration, and in addition to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LEVIN of Michigan (for himself 
and Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ): 

H.R. 5770. A bill to establish a national net-
work of electric vehicle charging stations, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. CHABOT (for himself and Mr. 
LATTA): 

H.R. 5771. A bill to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to list fentanyl-related sub-
stances as schedule I controlled substances; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. BARR: 
H.R. 5772. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to improve the Edith Nourse 
Rogers STEM Scholarship program; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. WOODALL (for himself and Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia): 

H.R. 5773. A bill to amend title 23, United 
States Code, with respect to vehicle weight 
limitations for certain vehicles hauling per-
ishable commodities or products, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina (for 
himself and Mr. PETERSON): 

H.R. 5774. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to conduct a review on 
opioid overdose deaths among veterans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. LOWENTHAL (for himself, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Mr. BEYER, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania, Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. CART-
WRIGHT, Mr. CASTEN of Illinois, Ms. 
JUDY CHU of California, Mr. CLAY, 
Mr. COHEN, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, 
Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. 
DEFAZIO, Ms. DEGETTE, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Ms. HAALAND, Mr. HAS-
TINGS, Mr. HIMES, Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois, Mr. KILMER, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. 
KIND, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. KHANNA, 
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. LEE of 
California, Mr. LIPINSKI, Ms. LOF-
GREN, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. MALINOWSKI, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
MCNERNEY, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MOORE, 
Mr. MOULTON, Ms. NORTON, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. PINGREE, 
Mr. POCAN, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. ROUDA, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. 
SCHRIER, Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. TONKO, Mrs. 
TRAHAN, Ms. UNDERWOOD, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. 
CASE): 

H.R. 5775. A bill to designate as wilderness 
certain Federal portions of the red rock can-
yons of the Colorado Plateau and the Great 
Basin Deserts in the State of Utah for the 
benefit of present and future generations of 
people in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself, 
Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee, Mrs. WAG-
NER, and Mr. MCADAMS): 

H.R. 5776. A bill to amend the National 
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 to ensure com-
munity accountability for areas repetitively 
damaged by floods, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. CLAY, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. WILSON 
of Florida, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. 
CLYBURN, Mr. RICHMOND, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. CLEAVER, 
Mr. RUSH, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, and Ms. 
TLAIB): 

H.R. 5777. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide a penalty for assault 
or homicide committed by certain State or 
local law enforcement officers, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. CLAY, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Ms. NORTON, Mr. RUSH, 
Ms. OMAR, Ms. TLAIB, and Mr. HAS-
TINGS): 

H.R. 5778. A bill to provide that any State 
or local law enforcement agency that has in 
effect a cooling-off period is ineligible to re-
ceive Federal funds pursuant to a Depart-
ment of Justice law enforcement grant pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (for him-
self, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CLAY, Mr. HAS-
TINGS, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, 
Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
JEFFRIES, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. 
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. RICH-
MOND, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Ms. 
PLASKETT, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms. 
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