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outcome in the election.’’ I am using 
his words. 

The election is over, yet President 
Trump still refuses to concede and his 
allies continue to look for ways to 
throw out the votes of millions of 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, this is crazy. It is un- 
democratic and un-American, and it 
degrades democracy in every corner of 
the world. If this were happening in an-
other country, our government would 
rightfully demand that the results of 
free and fair elections be respected. 

Mr. Speaker, some may criticize my 
remarks today because I objected to 
certifying the electoral college results 
in 2017. So let me be clear. I do not op-
pose using established constitutional 
procedures. I object when those proce-
dures are not used to further the truth 
or to undermine it. 

In 2017, eight U.S. intelligence agen-
cies—eight—said that Russia had en-
gaged in an unprecedented attempt to 
interfere in our elections in favor of 
Donald Trump. I sought the kind of as-
surance about the security of the 2016 
election that has already been provided 
for 2020. It was not forthcoming. 

Mr. Speaker, America’s institutions 
will survive the test of the last few 
weeks. Due to the quiet courage and 
commitment of thousands of volunteer 
election workers, local and State elec-
tion officials—some facing threats and 
intimidation—and the integrity of our 
courts, the clear choice of the people 
will be respected. But I worry that we 
are becoming what we condemn else-
where. 

Democracy is not guaranteed. Each 
of us has to choose democracy every 
day in the way we conduct our politics. 
Either we choose to enforce democratic 
rules of the game or we don’t. Either 
we choose to accept the losses along-
side the wins or we don’t. Either we 
choose to tell the truth or we don’t. 

Mr. Speaker, today I urge my col-
leagues to proceed with caution. If our 
politics belie our values, we will be lost 
at home and ignored abroad. 

I believe we are an exceptional coun-
try. Let’s act like it. 

f 

HOLIDAYS FOR HEROES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remind us 
all of the great American Red Cross 
program, Holidays for Heroes, an op-
portunity to thank and support our 
military, veterans, and their families 
throughout this holiday season. 

We all look forward to gathering 
with family and friends and loved ones 
this time of year. For our servicemem-
bers, that is a luxury that all too often 
is not able to happen. 

These men and women spend many 
months at a time—at times over a year 
and, in their service, years—away from 
their families. That is difficult no mat-

ter what time of year it is, but it is 
around the holidays their sacrifice is 
magnified. 

I would like to encourage everyone to 
reach out to their local Red Cross 
chapters to find out how to send a card, 
how to volunteer or get involved how-
ever they see fit to spread some holi-
day cheer to our heroes. Even a small 
gesture can brighten the holiday sea-
son for those that are deployed; a re-
minder that they are remembered, that 
they are appreciated every day, espe-
cially during this holiday season. 

So take a moment out of your day 
today to let a soldier know just how 
much you appreciate them. 

f 

RESTAURANTS NEED A LIFELINE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, millions of 
America’s restaurants are on the edge 
of financial collapse. If we do not get 
them a lifeline now, we will lose these 
pillars of community and economic vi-
tality that have long stood throughout 
our Nation. And we will pay an even 
steeper price as millions more Ameri-
cans lose their jobs and families are 
left stranded with nowhere to turn. 

More than 110,000 of America’s res-
taurants have already closed during 
this very difficult pandemic. Res-
taurateurs have adapted, have re-
invented, have dug deep to hold on this 
long. But more than one-third say they 
won’t survive the next 6 months with-
out Federal help. In my home State of 
New York, that figure is closer to more 
than one-half. 

We can and we must act to save these 
cherished Main Street establishments 
before it is too late. The House already 
passed a bipartisan bill that gets the 
job done. With more than 200 bipar-
tisan cosponsors, H.R. 7197, the RES-
TAURANTS Act, would create a $120 
billion revitalization fund that would 
rescue America’s independent res-
taurants. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in 
the Senate to join us in this bipartisan 
effort and pass the RESTAURANTS 
Act. Our Main Street businesses have 
always delivered for us. Let us make 
sure that we deliver for them now, 
when they need it so desperately. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EXEMPLARY 
SERVICE OF MAIA HUNT ESTES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. BROWN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to recognize the exemplary 
service of my now former chief of staff, 
Maia Hunt Estes. 

Maia has been an indispensable ad-
viser and confidante to me for more 
than a decade, including my first days 
in Congress and during my tenure as 
Maryland’s Lieutenant Governor. It is 
fair to say that I wouldn’t be here 
today without her extraordinary coun-
sel. 

I could count on Maia day and night 
to get the job done. Maia brought an 
unmatched level of commitment to 
every issue, every challenge, every sin-
gle fight, every constituent case, no 
matter how big or small. 

Throughout our time together, Maia 
has provided strategic advice and 
clear-eyed leadership on national secu-
rity and defense, transportation and in-
frastructure. 

Maia served as my key liaison to the 
Congressional Black Caucus and Demo-
cratic leadership on core issues to me 
and the people of Maryland. Her deep 
understanding of the issues, candid ad-
vice, insightful opinions, and pas-
sionate drive for serving others has 
helped me deliver for my State, my 
constituents, our servicemembers, and 
our country. 

Maia served as a mentor for my 
team, both in my district office and on 
Capitol Hill. She led my staff to always 
put the needs of our constituents first 
and work hard to enact real change. 

I look forward to seeing the great 
work that Maia will do as she takes on 
new challenges and, no doubt, excels. 

Maia, thank you very much for your 
years of service. You have made a dif-
ference in the lives of many, and I 
know you will continue to do so in the 
years ahead. 

f 

b 1015 

SUPPORTING THE JOHN LEWIS 
TOD LOOP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. HALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to draw the Chamber’s attention to 
legislation I introduced yesterday. I 
was honored to introduce legislation 
which would initiate the process to 
bring innovative mass transit options 
to the south side. 

It was an important first step to 
bringing the economic power of tran-
sit-oriented development to often ne-
glected areas within the metro Atlanta 
region without displacement of long-
time residents, the John Lewis TOD 
Loop. The report will be required to be 
produced to the Congress within 1 year. 

In addition to the study, this legisla-
tion launches the first transformative 
transit project. This project will spark 
improvement and bring economic jus-
tice to established neighborhoods and 
businesses in the areas where Rep-
resentative John Lewis lived for dec-
ades. 

Innovative mass transit options in 
the corridor will link Oakland City and 
Fort McPherson to Greenbriar Mall 
and a future senior citizen-focused 
transit and mixed-use center named in 
honor of Representative John Lewis. 

Such forward progress will improve 
the lives of residents while reducing 
our CO2 emissions, helping to heal a 
warming planet. 

This project is yet another step to-
ward revitalizing parts of Atlanta yet 
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to realize their full potential. Once the 
overall program is established, it has 
the potential to spur $5 billion in eco-
nomic development across thousands of 
acres in low- to middle-income commu-
nities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Congress to pass 
this legislation, launch this study, and 
bring this transit corridor one step 
closer to reality. 

CELEBRATING THE LIVES OF FOUR GREAT 
GEORGIANS 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cel-
ebrate the lives of four great Georgians 
important to Georgia’s Fifth Congres-
sional District and to greater metro 
Atlanta who have recently passed 
away. 

Mrs. Celestine Bray Bottoms was a 
pillar of the greater Atlanta commu-
nity. As a longtime educator with the 
Atlanta Public Schools system, Mrs. 
Bottoms touched the lives of thousands 
of students, parents, and fellow edu-
cators throughout Atlanta. 

Celestine Bray Bottoms was a grad-
uate of Atlanta’s illustrious HBCU 
Spelman College, was the mother of 
Derrick and Darian Bottoms, the 
mother-in-law to Atlanta Mayor 
Keisha Lance Bottoms, a beloved 
grandmother, a community activist, 
and a friend to many. 

Today, District Five honors the life 
of Mrs. Celestine Bray Bottoms. 

Mr. Speaker, Joseph Arrington, Sr., 
was a third-generation native of At-
lanta, a graduate of the historic Book-
er T. Washington High School, and a 
graduate of Atlanta’s Morehouse Col-
lege. 

Attorney Arrington obtained his law 
degree from North Carolina Central 
University and a master’s degree in 
public health from the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

A member of Kappa Alpha Psi frater-
nity and president of Morehouse Col-
lege National Alumni Association, Jo-
seph Arrington, Sr., will forever be re-
membered as a man of honor. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Jane Smith was a 
beloved third-generation Atlantan. She 
attended Charles Harper High School 
in Atlanta, Georgia, where she held the 
distinction as the school’s very first 
homecoming queen. 

Dr. Smith’s commitment to bettering 
the lives of fellow Atlantans was un-
matched. 

Dr. Jane Smith and the Smith and 
Browning families are some of the 
original native families that have 
strengthened and elevated Black com-
munities in greater metro Atlanta and 
beyond. 

An unmatched beauty on the inside 
and out, Dr. Smith will never be for-
gotten. 

Mr. Speaker, last and certainly not 
least, we remember Dilcie Sledge 
Ragsdale, who passed away 1 week ago 
today. 

Ms. Dilcie hailed from Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, and was a graduate of 
Spelman and Atlanta University. 

As a lifelong educator, she dedicated 
her life to teaching and enriching the 

lives of others. She lived a full life. She 
was a gardener, an enthusiastic cook, 
and a proud member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Incorporated. 

She is survived by her children, Val-
erie and Renard. 

I know I speak for the Fifth District 
of Georgia when I say she will be dear-
ly missed. 

May the memories of all these de-
parted souls be a blessing. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 20 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. DEMINGS) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Lord of all creation, thank You for 
giving us another day. 

The coronavirus continues to threat-
en the lives and health of our American 
people, and jeopardize the health and 
well-being of healthcare providers 
every day. The healthcare community 
rushes to vaccinate, and scientists 
strive still to provide solutions to this 
plague. Bless us all, O Lord, have 
mercy. 

Continue to strengthen the resolve of 
legislators here in the Capitol in their 
efforts to provide an economic relief 
bill and funding the government into 
the next administration. May their 
better angels prevail over the political 
tensions that have been so powerful 
during this difficult year. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4(a) of House Resolution 
967, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. OLSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. OLSON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

HONORING ROSE OCHI 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a dear men-
tor, an honorable public servant, and a 
stalwart leader in the Japanese-Amer-
ican community, Rose Ochi. 

Rose was one of my mentors when I 
was in my twenties and thirties. Her 
guidance and her wisdom helped me 
during those formative years. I know 
that I was not the only person whose 
life she touched. She blazed a trail for 
many others in our community besides 
me. 

Rose was a justice seeker and served 
as an Associate Attorney General of 
the United States under President 
Clinton, as the criminal justice plan-
ning director for Mayor Tom Bradley, 
and as a fighter for redress for the Jap-
anese-American community who suf-
fered through internment. Her work 
contributed to making America a more 
perfect Union. 

Madam Speaker, we will miss Rose’s 
towering presence and grace, but her 
legacy will live on. 

f 

DON’T MESS WITH TEXAS–22 
VOLLEYBALL TEAMS 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to do something Texans love to 
do: to brag about my home State. I am 
going to brag about two Texas-22 
volleyball teams that made the Texas 
finals this past weekend. 

The Fulshear Chargers have played 4 
short years of high school volleyball. It 
took them only 3 years to win the 
State title in class 4–A. That was last 
year. This year, they moved up to class 
5–A. A downgrade? No. They went to 
the 5–A State finals, losing to 
undefeated Lovejoy. 

In 6–A, the Seven Lakes Spartans 
were amazing. Despite having half the 
team down with COVID and not being 
able to practice for 21⁄2 weeks, they won 
the 6–A championship, the first team 
ever in the 101-year history of the Katy 
Independent School District to win the 
State title. 

Madam Speaker, 1 million neighbors 
in Texas-22 and Santa Clause congratu-
late and are darn proud of our Spartans 
and our Chargers. They have proved 
once and for all: Don’t mess with 
Texas-22 volleyball teams. 

Ho, ho, ho. 
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