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here are about $300. So I am sure we
can do better.

Mr. Speaker, as we enter the holiday
season, I also want to spotlight other
Atlanta organizations for their support
of those in need. I want to celebrate
Tyler Perry Studios for telling uplift-
ing and inspiring stories and using
their state-of-the-art facilities to sup-
port 5,000 families with food this past
Thanksgiving.

I also want to acknowledge two non-
profit organizations—Caring for Others
and Hosea Feed the Hungry—that are
both helping to fill the gaps during this
pandemic.

We, in Congress, also need to do our
part. As I stated earlier, we can do bet-
ter than the $600 being discussed in this
stimulus proposal. It is a good start,
but it is not enough.

There are other Atlanta-based com-
panies that are doing notable work
that merit recognition: UPS, which has
been critical in the disbursement of the
COVID vaccine; and other companies,
like Global Payments and Equifax.

Later this week, I also plan to intro-
duce legislation to advocate for the
continuation of the John Lewis Loop
and Campbellton Road. Also in need of
inclusion is Old National Highway,
Fulton Industrial Boulevard, Candler
Road, Camp Creek, and Martin Luther
King Drive. They all need relief now.
They are critical to job creation in our
community and need investment.

———

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IS THE
PARTY FOR ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on December 4, Speaker
PELOSI and Congressman CLYBURN an-
nounced the unveiling of a new exhibit
in the Capitol that pays tribute to Jo-
seph Rainey, the first Black Member of
the House of Representatives.

He served from 1869 until 1879. He was
the first African American to preside
over the House, and he was the longest-
serving Black lawmaker in Congress
during Reconstruction. In fact, he was
a founding member of the South Caro-
lina Republican Party.

Two other Republicans, George White
and Jefferson Long, made history as
the first Black Members of Congress
from North Carolina and Georgia dur-
ing the same period. George White,
from North Carolina, was a staunch ad-
vocate for other Black Republicans in
the State and often took Democrats to
task for not accepting the values that
other Black Republicans held as well.

Their stories deserve due recognition,
and they also serve as reminders that
political affiliations of any type are
based on the values that one espouses,
not just the color of one’s skin or sex.

It is unfortunate that more Black
Republicans are not elected to the
House of Representatives or to the Sen-
ate. That is because Black Republicans
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have been attacked repeatedly by the
Democratic Party and their friends in
the mainstream media.

Mr. Speaker, even now, Democrats
are still peddling a facade of being the
party of the people. However, their out-
right rejection of those who hold dif-
ferent beliefs just goes to show how
contradictory the party truly is.

Meanwhile, the Republican Party
welcomes members from all different
backgrounds. Just look at the diverse
new Republican representatives that
the American people elected to Con-
gress: women, veterans, and minorities.
Those are the Republican candidates
from across the country who have
proven that Republican values are not
the values of a few; they are the values
of many.

If we look at the centennial of the
19th Amendment that happened this
year, we see the same disinformation
tactics at play. Democrats harp inces-
santly about how they were the ones
that fought for the 19th Amendment,
but history tells a different story. On
May 21, 1919, 200 Republicans voted for
the 19th Amendment in the House,
while many Democrats objected.

Mr. Speaker, facts can’t be forsaken
as we look back at these historic
events. However, flip through the pages
of any classroom textbook and you do
not see the Republican Party getting
the credit it deserves for fighting for
equality, women, and minority popu-
lations.

Americans are not consigned to one
set of political ideologies based on im-
mutable characteristics. Free societies
are built by an open exchange of ideas,
and that exchange must be respected.

The American people do not need to
be told how to feel, how to think, and
what values they should support. That
is irresponsible. The American people
are perfectly capable of coming to
their own conclusions, but they need
the facts presented to them.

The Republican Party is the party of
equality, and the facts clearly show
that.

———

RECOGNIZING LOCAL HEROES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, over the
last 10 months, the COVID-19 pandemic
has had a devastating impact on our
communities: from our frontline heroes
working around the clock to families
who have gone hungry, to the millions
who have 1lost their jobs, and,
heartbreakingly, the over 300,000 who
have lost their lives.

While many of us believe that the
Federal Government can and still
should do much more to alleviate the
impact of the pandemic, we all can be
inspired by the compassion, innova-
tion, and resilience of the people in our
communities who have stepped up to
serve and to try to fill the needs laid
bare by this crisis. They are our local
heroes.
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A few weeks ago, my office launched
a local heroes initiative to showcase
the countless people in Pennsylvania’s
Fifth Congressional District who have
gone above and beyond to help those in
need throughout this crisis. In just the
first few days, we received over 100 sub-
missions, and it has grown since then.

From nurses on our front lines to
children organizing food drives, we
were overwhelmed by the stories of re-
silience, ingenuity, and absolute deter-
mination by members of our commu-
nity whose stories we don’t hear
enough. So, today, I want to share a
few of their stories.

I am talking about people like Ni-
cole, an emergency manager, who is
now serving our community by running
two emergency rooms due to the over-
whelming number of COVID-19 cases.
Aunt Nee Nee, as she is known to her
beloved nieces and nephews, has only
been able to see her family for limited
amounts of time, if at all, since the
pandemic started.

People like Jillian, a mom of three,
who regularly works 15-hour shifts in
the ER, then comes home, disposes of
her scrubs in a bin so she can hug her
kids and help them do their school-
work. She is a real-life superhero.

Young people like Emily, just 14
years old, who, when she realized that
some children in our community would
be without holiday gifts this year, or-
ganized a toy drive, contributing her
babysitting money and recruiting her
younger brother and sisters to help
make cards and wrap the gifts.

People like Michelle, a nonprofit
leader, who has ensured that our
LGBTQ communities are not left be-
hind during this crisis; working to se-
cure housing, food, and medications for

immunocompromised community
members.
Teachers like Jimmy, from Upper

Darby, who knows how hard this tran-
sition has been for both students and
teachers. So he has gone above and be-
yond to share acts of kindness, like
dropping off doughnuts for his fellow
teachers or helping students get help
to obtain the technology they need for
virtual learning.

People like Ala Stanford and the
Black Doctors COVID-19 Consortium,
who organized free COVID testing for
our most at-risk communities when it
became apparent that they could not
otherwise obtain testing.

County employees, like Ed and
Gayle, who have reinvented and orga-
nized dozens of drive-thru food drives
to help feed our neighbors and keep the
donors safe.

These local heroes should inspire all
of us, no matter what our party, to
fight for more relief that the American
people deserve.

Every day we delay getting relief to
them means more businesses go under,
people get sicker, more Americans die,
and families are stretched even thinner
financially. We have got to get this
done. The American people cannot
wait.
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THANKS TO THE STAFF OF GEOR-
GIA’S SEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank the men and women
that I have had the pleasure of working
with over these 10 years in Congress.

When you announce that you are re-
tiring, folks need to start looking for
that next opportunity. So the people
who stick it out with you are a special
breed. So, too, are those men and
women who come and join you, know-
ing that their service will be short.

Mr. Speaker, there are three such
people: Sean Lerner, Emily Macdonald,
and Tomas Rodriguez. Knowing I was
going to retire, they came and joined
the fight to serve the men and women
of the Seventh District of Georgia and
have done an amagzing job for me over

the past year.
Catherine Morvis, a name long
known in Georgia circles, having

served with Congressman Phil Gingrey,
came back to the Hill to help keep
things together for me and move us
across the finish line. She is still serv-
ing even today.

Mr. Speaker, I have longtime staff-
ers—Lauren Williams, Nicholas
Scoufaras, Vesna Kurspahic, Naomi
Pillsbury—men and women who have
been doing extraordinary work, always
under difficult circumstances, recently
under incredibly difficult cir-
cumstances.

Mr. Speaker, I have got staffers who
have been with me a decade or more,
who have recently departed: Alex
Poirot, Kelley Kurtz, Janet Rossi, and
Elena Gabrysh.

Elena and I started working together
in 1999, serving the people of Georgia.
Now, more than 20 years later, she has
gone into retirement, having served lit-
erally thousands of constituents.

Mr. Speaker, I want to call particular
attention to two public servants that I
have been incredibly honored to be able
to know in my life: My State director,
Debra Poirot; and my chief of staff,
Derick Corbett.

Mr. Speaker, if you have not had an
opportunity to meet Debra Poirot, she
brightens up every room that she
walks into with a genuine love for this
country and a love for her community.
She lives in Forsyth County, though
she grew up as an Air Force child, calls
Texas home from that time, but has
claimed Georgia.
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So committed is she, Mr. Speaker, I
remember a World War II veteran, a
widow, and she was losing her housing.
Debra woke up on a Saturday morning
and read about it in the newspaper. She
spent the next week finding this family
and spent the week after that solving
that problem.

She made a difference in that life
that can never be measured and did it
not because a constituent called, not
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because someone knocked on the door,
but simply because she lives a life of
looking for opportunities to make
other people’s lives better.

She finds herself out in the commu-
nity each and every day, not just serv-
ing us but fulfilling a true heartfelt
mission to see what she can do that
others could not. An amazing woman,
an amazing mother, and certainly an
amazing public servant, and I thank
her for that.

Derick Corbett, Mr. Speaker, I had
the pleasure of hiring him back in the
year 2000. I didn’t think he was going
to amount to much at that time, but
we needed somebody on the bottom
rung of the ladder and he agreed to
raise his hand and do it.

He could not be more of a rock, a
rock for our office, a rock for our com-
munity. The common refrain I find
when I go out into the district is: ‘‘Hi,
Rob, good to see you. Where is
Derick?” because he has such an im-
pact on folks.

He won’t take ‘‘no” for an answer
when a Federal agency won’t serve a
constituent. He demands the service
that each and every citizen knows that
they deserve.

He is an even better husband and an
even better father than he is a public
servant.

But, Mr. Speaker, there would be no
Congressman ROB WOODALL if there
were not a Chief of Staff Derick
Corbett, if there were not a District Di-
rector Debra Poirot. These two have
changed countless lives, and among
them has been mine.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank all of
my staff for the amazing work they
have done over the years. They are
great Americans. They love this coun-
try, and I love them.

——

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF ROSIE LEE ATCHISON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, to live to become 109 years
old in this country, or any country, as
a matter of fact, is quite a feat. Such
has been the life and legacy of Mrs.
Rosie Atchison, who was born on Au-
gust 15, 1911, in Bolivar, Mississippi,
and passed away on November 23, 2020.

Her birth mother passed away when
Rosie was just 6 weeks old. She was
taken into the care of her father, Mr.
Henry Liner, who raised her as the sec-
ond oldest of 27 children whom he fa-
thered.

Rosie grew up in Clarksdale, Mis-
sissippi, where she lived a typical life
of Blacks in that area. She worked the
fields, went to church, got married, had
two children, lost a child, got tired of
the fields and a failed marriage, and
took her two children and migrated to
Chicago, looking for a better life. That
is exactly what she found.

With faith in God, she joined the
Greater Salem Missionary Baptist
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Church, where the renowned gospel
singer Mahalia Jackson was a member,
and she also sang in the choir.

She met and married her second hus-
band, Mr. Andrew Atchison, who
worked for the Diamond Glue Factory.
She found a job cleaning railcars for
the Pennsylvania Railroad and worked
there until her retirement in 1970.

Mrs. Atchison and her husband be-
came very productive citizens and de-
veloped a reputation for helping others
less fortunate than themselves. She be-
came known to many as Big Mama, not
because of her stature, but because she
embraced any and everyone who needed
help that she could help.

She and her husband lived in the
heart of the Bronzeville community
until they were forced out to make
room for the Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology. They protested and held
marches around city hall but lost.

After her husband died, she pur-
chased a two-flat building in the Engle-
wood community and kept on helping
people.

On November 23, 2020, after 109 years
and 3 months, Rosie passed away, leav-
ing 2 daughters; 15 grandchildren; 60
great-grandchildren; 95 great-great-
grandchildren; 24 great-great-great-
grandchildren; 1 sister, Ms. Josephine
Liner Wilson; and a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins, friends, and extended
family.

What a life and what a legacy.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LEE RAYBON

Mr. Speaker, I also pay tribute to Mr.
Lee Raybon, a pioneer West Side of
Chicago business and community lead-
er.

Whereas the Almighty God has called
to his eternal rest Mr. LEE Raybon, a
skilled mechanic and business leader
who became a legend on the West Side
of Chicago in the automobile repair
business, and whereas I met Mr.
Raybon in the late 1960s when one of
my staffers, Ms. Arlene Granderson, in-
troduced me to Mr. Nate Irwin, who
was her mechanic and working at
Raybon’s Automotive Repair shop, Mr.
Irwin became my friend and my me-
chanic.

I had a reputation in my community
for keeping cars a long time. I drove
one car for 19 years, and everybody in
the neighborhood knew the car. Mr.
Raybon and his mechanics kept my
cars running for more than 50 years.
Whatever it was that I drove, they had

it running.
Ultimately, he and his colleagues de-
veloped a little group of

businesspeople: Garfield Major; Willie
Barney; the Knox family at the hard-
ware store; Cliff Duwel White at the
fish market; Walker Harris, the ice-
man; Dave at the hotdog stand; and
Reverend Murphy at the Rose of Shar-
on Cleaners. They were the heart of the
business support group in that area.
After he no longer worked, Mr.
Raybon would come to the shop, sit
around, and give people advice. He
loved his community. He loved his
business. He loved what he did.
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