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disposal to support you in any way 
that we can. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF BOB KELLAR 
Mr. GARCÍA of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
a good friend who is retiring after near-
ly six decades of noble and loyal serv-
ice to our Nation and to our State of 
California. 

Today, Mr. Bob Kellar is officially re-
tiring from the Santa Clarita City 
Council after more than 20 years in 
that role. During his tenure, he also 
served as mayor four times. 

Before his time on the city council, 
Bob Kellar also served our community 
as an LAPD officer for 25 years, and be-
fore that, he was a Green Beret in the 
U.S. Army. 

His list of accomplishments and lead-
ership roles in our community is too 
long to list here today. In the end, it is 
his kind character, his humble com-
portment, and his playful sense of 
humor that makes this patriot and 
public servant so special. 

I want to also thank Bob’s wife, 
Kathy, for making so many sacrifices 
in support of our community and coun-
try. 

Bob, I am proud to call you my 
friend, and I am honored to know you. 
Sir, you are one of the best Americans 
I have met. Congratulations on your 
retirement. 
HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF GENERAL 

CHUCK YEAGER 
Mr. GARCÍA of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of an American legend and aviation 
pioneer, General Chuck Yeager, who 
passed away this past Monday, Decem-
ber 7. 

Daring to be the first to break the 
sound barrier over California’s Mojave 
Desert, General Yeager achieved avia-
tion history in 1947 and launched the 
modern jet age. He did what many 
thought was impossible, and he did it 
over the skies of my district. 

But his dedication to our Nation and 
contribution to aeronautical sciences 
was greater than this one crowning 
achievement. He served in World War 
II as a fighter ace, shooting down 13 
German planes—5 in one day. 

In 1953, he set a world speed record by 
flying at nearly 21⁄2 times the speed of 
sound. 

From commanding the school train-
ing astronauts at Edwards Air Force 
Base, to flying 127 missions as com-
mander of a fighter wing in Vietnam, 
to testing a Russian MiG–15 obtained 
from a defector, Chuck Yeager’s serv-
ice to country and advancement of 
aviation never stopped throughout his 
lifetime. 

These accomplishments might have 
seemed unlikely in the beginning. Pos-
sessing only a high school degree and 
becoming sick riding in his first mili-
tary flight as a passenger, he might 
have seemed an unlikely milestone 
maker in military aviation. But, as he 
said in his memoir: ‘‘All I know is I 
worked my tail off learning to learn 
how to fly, and worked hard at it all 
the way.’’ 

As a fighter pilot myself, this is dif-
ficult for me to say, but Chuck Yeager 
was truly the best fighter pilot this 
world has seen. Hard work, determina-
tion, bravery, and service made Chuck 
Yeager a role model and a uniquely 
American hero. 

May God bless Chuck Yaeger, his 
family, and the Nation that he served, 
and I hope Chuck is up there in Heaven 
setting more records. 

f 

HONORING ROB STRAIN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. PERLMUTTER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise for a couple of purposes today. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the career of Rob Strain, a friend and 
constituent who is retiring as president 
of Ball Aerospace, headquartered in 
Colorado. 

Rob first joined Ball Aerospace in 
2012, after serving as director of 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center. 
At Goddard, Rob’s strong oversight and 
leadership skills contributed to the 
success of more than 13 missions, as he 
was able to blend technical and pro-
grammatic solutions while under in-
tense congressional and agency scru-
tiny. 

Rob has a hands-on managerial style 
and a collaborative nature, which 
makes him a critical contributor on 
mission teams and not just the person 
in charge. 

Rob helped devise and execute a 
smooth transition from the flawed tri- 
agency NPOESS program for the Na-
tion’s next-generation polar weather 
satellites to the NASA/NOAA Joint 
Polar Satellite System, JPSS, based at 
Goddard to ensure the continuity of 
these critical weather satellite obser-
vations. The significance of his 
thoughtful, effective leadership during 
the program’s transition cannot be 
overstated. 

Rob also served a key role for the 
final space shuttle servicing mission to 
the Hubble Space Telescope. The mis-
sion encountered a major pro-
grammatic challenge from a prelaunch 
computer failure 1 month before the 
scheduled launch. In this ‘‘failure is 
not an option’’ moment, Rob brought 
together the government and industry 
expertise to fix the problem, ensured 
the team stayed on track, and mini-
mized scheduled impacts. The result 
was a successful servicing mission, ex-
tending Hubble’s incredible contribu-
tions to our scientific community as 
we approach 31 years in service. 

Prior to joining NASA, Rob led the 
Space Department of the Johns Hop-
kins Applied Physics Laboratory, 
where he was integral to the successful 
development, launch, and operations of 
the New Horizons spacecraft to Pluto. 
New Horizons overcame numerous 
technical and instrument availability 
issues to meet an extremely tight plan-
etary launch window and successfully 
flew by Pluto in 2015. 

Through his career at Ball Aero-
space, Rob has been a strong champion 
for diversity and inclusion across his 
teams and empowering all members of 
the team to be themselves and con-
tribute to the success of the business 
and the mission. Despite the success 
Rob has achieved in his career, he re-
mains an incredibly approachable and 
humble person. Rob remains accessible 
to individuals at all career levels, ac-
tively seeking their input and making 
them feel valued. 

Rob, I will miss your dry sense of 
humor, which often brought levity to 
serious meetings and tense situations. 
Thank you for your friendship and your 
work on behalf of the aerospace com-
munity, Colorado, and the Nation. I 
wish you the best in your retirement. 

b 1030 
ELECTION RESULTS WERE FAIR 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, the 
second purpose I rise today is to re-
spond to one of my friends who is ques-
tioning the validity of the election. He 
couldn’t be more wrong. The gen-
tleman from Alabama and I work on 
legislation together. We cosponsored a 
bill that was just signed. But with re-
spect to his allegations and the allega-
tions of attorneys that there has been 
major fraud in this election, I can tell 
you that they couldn’t be more wrong. 
There is not a shred of evidence. 

I would say to my friend, under the 
Constitution—under Article I, Section 
1.4—the States are in charge of their 
elections. And under the section con-
cerning the Presidency, Article II, Sec-
tion 4, we choose when we hear from 
the electors of the electoral college— 
which will be January 6. But citing a 
New York Post article of an unnamed 
Democrat, who supposedly is an expert 
in elections, certainly is not evidence. 

In the cases across the country, there 
has been no evidence, and case after 
case has been thrown out, as they de-
serve to be thrown out. In fact, the Su-
preme Court just threw out a case yes-
terday concerning claims against 
Pennsylvania and its election process. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t understand how 
these attorneys can bring these cases 
without facing sanctions by the var-
ious courts for bringing frivolous, vexa-
tious, and abusive litigation. This elec-
tion was fair. There have been many 
instances where they are trying to find 
some level of fraud. No fraud has been 
found. Joe Biden is the President-elect, 
and we will make him President on 
January 20, when the inauguration oc-
curs. 

f 

HONORING RETIRED COLONEL 
GARY CLARK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. SPANO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a Florida 15th District 
resident and local hero: Retired U.S. 
Air Force Colonel Gary Clark. 

Mr. Speaker, for 26 years, Gary wore 
his uniform proudly and defended our 
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way of life. From Vietnam to the So-
viet invasion of Afghanistan to Desert 
Storm, Gary’s leadership as a com-
mander and director played a key role 
in our force readiness policies. 

Despite this distinguished career, 
Gary was just getting started. He 
served on the National Board of Direc-
tors of the Military Officers Associa-
tion, as vice chair of the Florida Vet-
erans Foundation, as chair of the Polk 
County Veterans Council, as chairman 
of the Flight to Honor Polk, and serves 
on the James A. Haley VA Hospital Ad-
visory Board, among others. 

On a personal level, he has also aided 
my office and those of my two prede-
cessors with the military service acad-
emies nomination process—his deep in-
sight and knowledge have helped nu-
merous students throughout the years 
who also proudly served our country. 
And just this past September, Gary 
joined the 8th class to enter the Flor-
ida Veterans’ Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, it is Americans like 
Gary who have sacrificed their time, 
their talents, and their treasures for 
both this Nation and their neighbors. 
When I see an American flag, I think of 
Gary, and I am so proud to call him my 
friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Gary for his 
service; and to many more years ahead, 
I salute him. 

REMEMBERING BISHOP MATTHEW WILLIAMS 
Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

mourn the passing of Bishop Matthew 
Williams, a longtime community and 
faith leader from our district, and a 
personal inspiration to me. 

Bishop Williams was born in March 
of 1956, in Lakeland, Florida, the son of 
the late elder Matthew Williams, Sr., 
and the late Mother Louise Williams. 
He graduated from my alma mater, 
Brandon High School, in 1974, and at-
tended Hillsborough Community Col-
lege. Yet, at the age of 17, and during a 
period of national unrest, he accepted 
Christ as his personal Savior and, in 
1982, became a full-time minister at 
Brown Memorial Church of God in 
Christ, forever impacting countless 
lives in our community. 

Not only was Bishop Williams always 
available to help anyone in need, he al-
ways was a source of strength and guid-
ance to his peers. Given his dedication 
to his neighbors and faith, it is no sur-
prise that he was elected to the Church 
of God in Christ’s General Board, the 
highest executive and administrative 
board within his denomination. 

Mr. Speaker, our community and my 
family extend our deepest sympathies 
to the Williams’ family, especially to 
his wife, Gayle, and his daughter, 
Deniece. Though, he will be missed, we 
know that he still lives in the presence 
of Almighty God and awaits our next 
meeting. 

f 

WAR ON COVID–19 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
am Congresswoman JAN SCHAKOWSKY. I 
represent the Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict of Illinois, and I am here on this 
auspicious day to stand up for the peo-
ple of the Ninth Congressional District 
who are suffering right now under this 
pandemic. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that already 
we have seen the deaths of 286,000 peo-
ple, rivaling the total number of people 
who have died in World War II. We are 
at war with this virus. Fifteen-plus 
million Americans have contracted 
this virus. But it is not only the suf-
fering of people and the families of peo-
ple who have died and the people who 
have this terrible disease, but it is also 
an issue for the rest of Americans who 
are suffering right now. 

Mr. Speaker, like every other Mem-
ber of Congress, I am sure that you are 
getting the calls that I am getting; 
people—adults—who are weeping into 
the telephone and telling us about 
their fears, the suffering that their 
families are facing, the loss of jobs. 

A man called crying, saying, ‘‘I can’t 
pay my rent. I have lost my job. I am 
so afraid that, along with my family, 
we are going to be out on the street.’’ 

A woman called somewhat embar-
rassed to tell us that she cannot put 
food on the table for her children. We 
directed her to a food bank. Think of 
that; in the richest country in the 
world, that she had to rely on a food 
bank to be able to feed her family. 

Mr. Speaker, in this country today, 1 
out of 4 of our children is considered— 
what we say—food insecure. 

What does that mean? 
It means that they don’t know where 

their next meal is going to come from. 
This is shameful. 

People who are facing—the day after 
Christmas—losing their unemployment 
benefits. In Illinois, that is half a mil-
lion people. Around the country, that 
is 16.4 million people who may be with-
out any source of sustenance. 

Mr. Speaker, this is America. We 
need to save our people. So we need to 
come to an agreement, and we need to 
come to it soon because people are des-
perate right now. 

Mr. Speaker, the things that we need 
to do: 

Number one, I believe that we need 
to send a check to every family. They 
need money in their pockets. 

And where is that money going to go? 
It is going to go right out into the 

community, helping all the small busi-
nesses that we are so concerned about. 
That $1,200 check that people got ear-
lier in the year was a lifesaver, and we 
should do something similar right now. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to extend those 
unemployment insurance benefits. Our 
economy actually was somewhat thriv-
ing when they were getting $600 a week 
to keep their families going. I am not 
necessarily asking for that amount of 
money, but we should continue the un-
employment insurance benefits. Again, 
that money goes right out into the 
economy. 

And then we have to end the idea of 
some sort of a liability shield. In many 
ways, it is really a get-out-of-jail-free 
card for companies that don’t have to 
take care of their employees when they 
get sick. 

Mr. Speaker, 48 million workers put 
their own lives in danger every day and 
suit up and go out into the world tak-
ing care of our elderly, working in hos-
pitals, working in grocery stores, load-
ing our shelves, and taking our money 
when we leave. These people deserve 
help, and the employer should not be 
freed from any kind of liability. 

Mr. Speaker, we need the State and 
local money, and we need help for 
small businesses. We can do that. We 
must do that. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DAVID SHOAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate David Shoar 
on a well-deserved retirement from a 
40-year, lifelong career from law en-
forcement. David has been with the St. 
Johns County Sheriff’s Office since 
being elected sheriff there in 2004, 2008, 
2012, and 2016. That is 16 long years of 
faithful service to the St. Johns Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. 

He has been an outstanding leader for 
the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office 
and initiated many innovations during 
his tenure. Sheriff Shoar actually 
began his law enforcement career with 
the St. Augustine Police Department 
in 1981, serving as a patrol officer be-
fore being promoted to sergeant in 1991. 

Because of his leadership, knowledge, 
skills, and abilities, in 2000, he was ap-
pointed as chief of police, following 
successful stints as operations com-
mander and administrative services 
commander. Just 4 years later, in 2004, 
he would then begin his career as sher-
iff of St. Johns County. 

Mr. Speaker, that is when I really 
came to know Sheriff Shoar, during the 
Florida Sheriffs Association’s new 
sheriffs school. Although we both at-
tended an earlier training class in 
Wakulla Springs and really had gotten 
to be close friends, it was at this new 
sheriff’s training that I truly began to 
appreciate Sheriff Shoar’s intelligence 
and his insights. 

Sheriff Shoar is also a decorated sol-
dier in the Florida National Guard, 
later retiring as a major after 24 years 
of service to our Nation and our State. 
He served in the Gulf War and led 
North Florida’s recovery efforts fol-
lowing Hurricanes Andrew and Opal. 
His public service record and leader-
ship in northeast Florida is truly sec-
ond to none. 

Mr. Speaker, all of Sheriff Shoar’s 
awards and accolades are too numerous 
to list, but they do include the Amer-
ica’s Most Wanted National First Re-
sponder Award, the American Legion’s 
Top Cop Award, the Catholic Charities 
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