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thriving and providing services and
hope to countless thousands.

Today, she is with God, but she will
always remain in our hearts, Mr.
Speaker.

My deepest condolences go out to her
family and especially her husband,
Don, who is also one of the greatest
Americans I have ever known.

May God bless the Cheri Fleming
family, and may God bless Santa
Clarita in the wake of her loss.

———
CBO SCORE OF THE MORE ACT

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it
was sad that my Republican colleagues
were unable to understand why we
voted to reform our failed prohibition
of cannabis. They don’t care about hon-
oring the will of the people and they
are unable to grasp the enormity of the
racial injustice and damage by selec-
tive enforcement against young Black
and Brown Americans.

But the CBO score may have some
other reasons for them. It shows that
the MORE Act would reduce 73,000 per-
son-years of prison time, saving $1 bil-
lion. It would increase revenues by
$13.7 billion. It would provide $3 billion
for job training and legal aid to people
harmed by the war on drugs.

While doing all of this, it would re-
duce the Federal deficit by $7.344 bil-
lion.

Even if you don’t care about reducing
the damage to Black and Brown Ameri-
cans or honoring the will of the people,
the economics make it clear: Once
again, the people are right, and the pol-
icy deserves strong congressional sup-
port.

———
HONORING BILL RANEY

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Bill Raney as he retires
from the West Virginia Coal Associa-
tion.

Nearly 40 years ago, in the West Vir-
ginia Legislature, Bill and I began
working together, advocating on behalf
of the coal industry and the families
who depend on it. Today, we continue
to work together, fighting for those
same families, but now with a national
perspective.

He has led West Virginia through the
best and the worst of times for coal.
Bill is an icon in the industry, and his
legacy is filled with remarkable accom-
plishments. He is a colonel in the West
Virginia Reserves, has chaired many
statewide organizations, and has been
nationally recognized for his advocacy
of coal.

Bill Raney exemplifies the true
Mountaineer spirit, serving others to
make West Virginia a better place.
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It has been an honor to work with
Bill, and I wish him and his wife, Pam,
a well-deserved retirement.

———

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
NEEDS OF GEORGIA’S FIFTH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

(Mr. HALL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to draw the Chamber’s attention to
critical needs for Georgia’s Fifth Con-
gressional District.

I know it has been a familiar trope to
suggest that this week is going to be
the new infrastructure week. The ad-
ministration has announced several
different infrastructure weeks, in fact.
But it is not just a talking point in my
district. In my district, there are sev-
eral projects that require the attention
of this Chamber.

They include the Clayton commuter
rail, Campbellton Road BRT and rail
extension, Bankhead rail to Indian
Creek extension, and Clifton Corridor
transportation plan.

Tackling these projects accomplishes
many ends. It is an economic revital-
ization project, as it connects vital
American companies like Microsoft to
greater Atlanta. It is an environmental
imperative, as getting folks out of cars
and onto mass transit decreases CO;
levels. It is a jobs imperative, as it cre-
ates many well-paying jobs. It is a ra-
cial justice imperative, as these
projects will service communities his-
torically neglected.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARTIN
NESMITH

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember and honor
a very special person, Mr. Martin
NeSmith.

Martin was a mnatural-born leader
who dedicated his life to serving oth-
ers, including serving his country in
the National Guard.

Following his graduation from Geor-
gia Southern University, he began his
career in the automobile industry and
became the youngest dealer, at 24 years
old, when he purchased a Chevrolet
dealership in Claxton, Georgia.

His Kkindness and selflessness ex-
tended to every area of his life, includ-
ing his business ventures. For example,
in the early 1990s, he revolutionized the
car business with the ‘“No Hassle Buy-
ing”’ concept because he wanted every
customer to be honored and treated
with respect. No hassle buying means
customers get the best deal right away,
without the need to negotiate.

His dedication to the automobile in-
dustry earned him the highest honor
an automobile dealer can achieve: the
Time Magazine Quality Dealer Award.
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This award recognizes car dealers who
exhibit exceptional performance in
their dealerships and perform distin-
guished community service.

Martin was a wonderful philan-
thropist within his community and be-
yond, and he led by example through-
out his life.

He was also known as a man of integ-
rity who kept his word in all he did,
and he never met a stranger.

I was deeply saddened to hear of the
loss of such an incredible person. My
prayers go out to his family, friends,
and community during this most dif-
ficult time.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———
REAFFIRMING STRATEGIC PART-
NERSHIP BETWEEN UNITED

STATES AND MONGOLIA

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1100) reaffirming the
strategic partnership between the
United States and Mongolia and ob-
serving the 30th anniversary of democ-
racy in Mongolia, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1100

Whereas the United States and Mongolia
established diplomatic relations in January
1987, and since that time the relationship has
grown stronger based on shared strategic in-
terests, security cooperation, democratic
values, good governance, and respect for
human rights;

Whereas, since its peaceful democratic rev-
olution in 1989, Mongolia has charted,
through a series of initiatives, a successful
path to multiparty democracy and a free
market economy;

Whereas, in 1990, the Government of Mon-
golia declared an end to a one-party, author-
itarian, political system and adopted demo-
cratic and free market reforms;

Whereas, in 1992, Mongolia adopted a con-
stitution establishing a parliamentary de-
mocracy, becoming the first country in Asia
to transition from communism to democ-
racy;

Whereas, in 1999, the Government of Mon-
golia invited the Peace Corps to establish its
program in the country and has since hosted
1,437 volunteers in English and health edu-
cation;

Whereas Mongolia has shown its commit-
ment to a ‘‘third neighbor’’ relationship with
the United States by sending troops to sup-
port United States operations in Iraq from
2003 through 2008 and Afghanistan since 2009,
and Mongolia has a strong record of troop
contributions to international peacekeeping
missions;

Whereas successive Mongolian govern-
ments have taken notable steps to strength-
en civil society, battle corruption, and spur
economic development;
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Whereas the Parliament of Mongolia, the
State Great Khural, has engaged with Con-
gress, including through the House Democ-
racy Partnership, thereby promoting respon-
sive and effective governance through peer-
to-peer cooperation;

Whereas Mongolia began as a partner to
the Organization for Security and Co-oper-
ation in Europe (OSCE) in 2004, graduated to
become a participating state in 2012, and par-
ticipates actively in the work of the OSCE
for stability, peace, and democracy;

Whereas Mongolia has regularly invited
the OSCE and other organizations to send
monitoring teams to its Presidential and
parliamentary elections;

Whereas Mongolia has also been an active
member of the Community of Democracies
(CoD), a global coalition of countries that
support adherence to common democratic
values and standards, and Mongolia has not
only remained active since the founding of
the CoD in 2000 but also successfully chaired
the CoD from 2011 through 2013;

Whereas, in addition to supporting the
OSCE and CoD, Mongolia supports demo-
cratic initiatives while participating in a
wide range of other global institutions;

Whereas most recently, on June 24, 2020,
Mongolia successfully organized parliamen-
tary elections, strengthening its commit-
ment to democracy and the rule of law;

Whereas the success of Mongolia as a de-
mocracy and its strategic location, sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, and ability to
pursue an independent foreign policy are
highly relevant to the national security of
the United States;

Whereas climate change in Mongolia has
contributed to severe droughts, higher tem-
peratures, and extreme winter weather con-
ditions, resulting in mass deaths of livestock
and economic hardship for people living in
rural communities, especially the nomadic
population;

Whereas the United States has provided
support to Mongolia through the Millennium
Challenge Corporation through an initial
compact signed in 2007 designed to increase
economic growth and reduce poverty and a
second compact signed in 2018 involving in-
vestments in water infrastructure, including
supply and wastewater recycling, as well as
water sector sustainability;

Whereas, on September 20, 2018, the United
States and Mongolia signed a joint state-
ment and the Roadmap for Expanded Eco-
nomic Partnership, outlining the intent to
deepen the bilateral commercial relationship
through full implementation of the obliga-
tions under the Agreement on Transparency
in Matters Related to International Trade
and Investment between the United States of
America and Mongolia, signed at New York,
September 24, 2013 (in this preamble referred
to as the ‘“‘United States-Mongolia Trans-
parency Agreement’’), and to collaborate in
supporting Mongolian small- and medium-
sized enterprises through various programs
and projects;

Whereas according to the Bureau of the
Census, trade between the United States and
Mongolia is modest but growing, with a total
value of trade in 2019 between the two coun-
tries of approximately $217,500,000, including
$192,700,000 in United States exports to Mon-
golia and $24,800,000 in United States imports
from Mongolia;

Whereas Mongolia is a beneficiary country
under the Generalized System of Preferences
program, but its use of the program remains
low, as in 2018 only $3,300,000 of exports from
Mongolia to the United States entered were
under the program; and

Whereas, on July 31, 2019, the United
States and Mongolia declared the bilateral
relationship a ‘‘Strategic Partnership” and
noted the shared desire—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(1) to intensify cooperation as strong de-
mocracies based on the rule of law through
safeguarding and promoting democratic val-
ues and human rights, including the free-
doms of religion or belief, expression, includ-
ing internet and media freedom, assembly,
and association, anticorruption and fiscal
transparency, and youth and emerging lead-
er development;

(2) to cooperate in promoting national se-
curity and stability across the Indo-Pacific
region so that all countries, secure in their
sovereignty, are able to pursue economic
growth consistent with international law
and principles of fair competition;

(3) to deepen national security and law-en-
forcement ties through collaboration on bi-
lateral and multilateral security, judicial,
and law enforcement efforts in the region;

(4) to strengthen cooperation in multilat-
eral engagements such as peacekeeping, hu-
manitarian assistance, and disaster pre-
paredness and relief operations;

(5) to expand trade and investment rela-
tions on a fair and reciprocal basis, support
private sector-led growth, fully implement
the United States-Mongolia Transparency
Agreement, promote women’s entrepreneur-
ship, and continue to explore support for in-
frastructure under the new United States
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion with the new tools provided under the
BUILD Act of 2018 (22 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.);

(6) to strengthen border security, prevent
illegal transshipment and trafficking, ex-
pand cooperation on civil aviation safety and
oversight, and efficiently facilitate legiti-
mate travel between Mongolia and the
United States;

(7) to increase cooperation in addressing
transnational threats such as terrorism,
human trafficking, drug trafficking, the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction,
cyberattacks, transnational organized crime,
pandemics, and other emerging nontradi-
tional security threats;

(8) to continue to develop an environment
in which civil society, social media, and a
free and independent media can flourish; and

(9) to maintain high-level official dia-
logues, encourage bilateral exchanges at all
levels of government, and further develop
people-to-people exchanges to deepen en-
gagement on issues of mutual interest and
concern: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) underscores the importance of the rela-
tionship between the United States and Mon-
golia and remains committed to advancing
this Strategic Partnership in the future;

(2) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to help Mongolia use its benefits under
the Generalized System of Preferences pro-
gram and other relevant programs to in-
crease trade between the United States and
Mongolia;

(3) urges the United States International
Development Finance Corporation to expand
activities in Mongolia to support economic
development, diversification of the economy
of Mongolia, and women-owned small- and
medium-sized enterprises;

(4) urges Mongolia to address climate
change and continue to work with the UN
Environment Programme, the Global Cli-
mate Fund, and other global institutions to
strengthen climate change resilience;

(b) urges private and public support to help
diversify the economy of Mongolia through
increased cooperation and investments, as
well as infrastructure and other vital
projects;

(6) supports the resumption of the Peace
Corps program in Mongolia once the COVID-
19 pandemic has subsided;

(7) urges the Department of State, the
United States Agency for International De-
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velopment, and other relevant agencies to
continue to support Mongolia’s democratic
and economic development and efforts on
anticorruption;

(8) calls for the continued engagement of
Mongolia in the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, the Community
of Democracies, congressional-parliamentary
partnerships, including continued high-level
parliamentary exchange, and other institu-
tions that promote democratic values, which
reinforces the commitment of the people and
the Government of Mongolia to those values
and standards;

(9) reaffirms the importance of civil soci-
ety to the continued democratic develop-
ment of Mongolia;

(10) encourages the Government of Mon-
golia to build a regulatory system that sup-
ports and encourages the growth and oper-
ation of independent nongovernmental orga-
nizations and continues to pursue policies of
transparency that uphold democratic values;

(11) urges Mongolia to continue their com-
mitment to free, fair and credible elections;
and

(12) encourages the Government of Mon-
golia to continue legal reform, build institu-
tional capacity, and improve the independ-
ence of other democratic institutions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOHO) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include any extraneous material on H.
Res. 1100, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this year marks 30
years since Mongolia’s democratic
transition. Mongolia is a true success
story, a landlocked country squeezed
between two huge neighbors, China and
Russia, that has nonetheless become a
shining democratic breakthrough story
in Asia.

As Mongolia’s so-called third neigh-
bor, the U.S. should continue to build
upon our shared interests and commit-
ment to democratic values and further
advance our strategic partnership.

From national security to economic
stability, Mongolia has demonstrated
its commitment to our partnership by
hosting annual peacekeeping exercises
and participating in U.S.-led programs
like the House Democracy Partnership
and the Open World Leadership Center.

Our countries must also continue to
partner closely on global warming. Cli-
mate change is a pressing concern for
all the world and has already gravely
affected the livelihood and well-being
of the Mongolian people, who now face
widespread livestock and crop losses,
as well as escalating extreme-weather
events.
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This resolution urges the expansion
of U.S.-Mongolia economic ties and en-
courages the Mongolian Government to
continue to increase transparency,
freedom, and good governance.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman
TI1TUS for her work on this bipartisan
resolution. I urge all Members to sup-
port it, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 7, 2020.
Hon. ELIOT L. ENGEL,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ENGEL: In recognition of
the desire to expedite consideration of H.
Res. 1100, Reaffirming the strategic partner-
ship between the United States and Mongolia
and observing the 30th anniversary of democ-
racy in Mongolia, the Committee on Ways
and Means agrees to waive formal consider-
ation of the resolution as to provisions that
fall within the rule X jurisdiction of the
Committee on Ways and Means.

The Committee on Ways and Means takes
this action with the mutual understanding
that we do not waive any jurisdiction over
the subject matter contained in this or simi-
lar legislation, and the Committee will be
appropriately consulted and involved as the
resolution or similar legislation moves for-
ward so that we may address any remaining
issues within our jurisdiction. The Com-
mittee also reserves the right to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this or similar legislation.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding
and would ask that a copy of our exchange of
letter on this matter be included in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD during floor consider-
ation of H. Res. 1100.

Sincerely,
Hon. RICHARD E. NEAL,
Chairman,
Committee on Ways and Means.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, December 1, 2020.
Hon. RICHARD E. NEAL,
Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN NEAL: I am writing to you
concerning H. Res. 1100, Reaffirming the
strategic partnership between the United
States and Mongolia and observing the 30th
anniversary of democracy in Mongolia. I ap-
preciate your willingness to work coopera-
tively on this legislation.

I acknowledge that provisions of the bill
fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee
on Ways and Means under House Rule X, and
that your Committee will forgo action on H.
Res. 1100 to expedite floor consideration. I
further acknowledge that the inaction of
your Committee with respect to the bill does
not waive any future jurisdictional claim
over the matters contained in the bill that
fall within your jurisdiction. I will also sup-
port the appointment of Committee on Ways
and Means conferees during any House-Sen-
ate conference convened on this legislation.

Lastly, I will ensure that our exchange of
letters is included in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD during floor consideration of the
bill. Thank you again for your cooperation
regarding the legislation. I look forward to
continuing to work with you as the measure
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
ELIOT L. ENGEL,
Chairman.
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Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the United States and
Mongolia have a robust relationship,
distinguished by our shared democratic
ideals and strengthened by close eco-
nomic and diplomatic cooperation.

This year marks the 30th anniversary
of democracy in Mongolia. Mongolia
was the first nation in Asia to transi-
tion from communism to democracy,
marking an important juncture in the
continent’s history.

Years later, Mongolia remains an im-
portant democratic partner in the
Indo-Pacific but finds itself in a chal-
lenging location, sandwiched entirely
between Russia and China. What hap-
pens in Mongolia has direct implica-
tions for the United States. If malign
actors compromise Mongolia’s terri-
torial integrity or ability to pursue
independent foreign policy, the secu-
rity of the United States is also at
risk.

I have consistently warned about the
Chinese Communist Party’s malign ac-
tivity around the world as the former
chairman and current ranking member
of the House Asia, the Pacific, and
Nonproliferation Subcommittee. I was
also encouraged to see the rec-
ommendations released this year by
the China Task Force.

After months of classified and un-
classified briefings, the China Task
Force released a report with 82 key
findings and more than 400 forward-
looking recommendations. Many of
these focus on the CCP’s predatory
Belt and Road Initiative, which is infa-
mous for its debt trap diplomacy.

Mongolia is a formal participant in
this initiative, and China currently
supplies the largest portion of their
foreign investment. This is why it is
essential that the U.S. continue to de-
velop our strategic partnership with
Mongolia. We must be their most
meaningful third neighbor, and that
term describes the Mongolian relation-
ship with countries other than China
and Russia.

One of the ways we can do this is by
strengthening Mongolia from within by
supporting small and medium enter-
prises and industries like the cashmere
production.

This past year, I reintroduced the
Mongolia Third Neighbor Trade Act,
which would allow duty-free entry of
Mongolian cashmere into the United
States. This one bill would create over
50,000 jobs, it is estimated, in Mongolia,
primarily women jobs, at a cost less
than $1 million over a 10-year period to
the American taxpayers.

The cashmere wool industry is par-
ticularly important to Mongolia’s
economy; but while Mongolia produces
over one-third of the world’s cashmere,
almost all finished products are proc-
essed and exported from China. Duty-
free entry for the United States’ im-
ports of Mongolian cashmere would
benefit the United States by facili-
tating increased trade with Mongolia
and reducing U.S. imports of Chinese
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cashmere products. The measure would
likewise benefit Mongolia by reducing
Mongolia’s economic dependence on
China and promoting the development
of Mongolia’s garment industry, an in-
dustry in which 90 percent of workers
are women.

We must also offer a better alter-
native through initiatives like the
Third Neighbor Trade Act and this res-
olution. That is exactly what this bill
does by reaffirming our relationship
with our like-minded partner, Mon-
golia. We will never allow adversaries
to undermine peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific region.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, for over
three decades, the relationship between
the United States and Mongolia has
continued to grow and strengthen.
Mongolia is a strong democratic part-
ner in the Indo-Pacific, and the United
States has become an important third
neighbor.

I would like to congratulate the Mon-
golian people on their 30th anniversary
of democracy and look forward to con-
tinuing to build our partnership.

Mongolia’s success as a democracy
and continued sovereignty is extremely
relevant to the security of the United
States, the Indo-Pacific region, and the
world. For this reason, Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support this res-
olution, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to strongly
support H. Res. 1100, which recognizes
Mongolia’s commitment to democracy,
security, cooperation, and respect for
human rights and reaffirms the impor-
tant growing partnership between our
two nations.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to, once
again, thank Ms. TiTUs and Mr. YOHO
for their leadership on this resolution.
I urge all Members to join us in sup-
porting it, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
RASKIN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1100, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title of the resolution was
amended so as to read: ‘“A resolution
reaffirming the importance of the stra-
tegic partnership between the United
States and Mongolia.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
CALLING FOR GLOBAL REPEAL OF
BLASPHEMY, HERESY, AND

APOSTASY LAWS

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 512) calling for the glob-
al repeal of blasphemy, heresy, and
apostasy laws, as amended.
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