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rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL PURPLE HEART HALL 
OF HONOR COMMEMORATIVE 
COIN ACT 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
1830) to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the National Purple Heart Hall 
of Honor. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendment is 

as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Purple 
Heart Hall of Honor Commemorative Coin Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor’s 

mission is— 
(A) to commemorate the extraordinary sac-

rifice of America’s servicemen and servicewomen 
who were killed or wounded by enemy action; 
and 

(B) to collect and preserve the stories of Pur-
ple Heart recipients from all branches of service 
and across generations to ensure that all recipi-
ents are represented. 

(2) The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor 
first opened its doors on November 10, 2006, in 
New Windsor, NY. 

(3) The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor 
is co-located with the New Windsor Cantonment 
State Historic Site. 

(4) The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor 
is the first to recognize the estimated 1.8 million 
U.S. servicemembers wounded or killed in action 
representing recipients from the Civil War to the 
present day, serving as a living memorial to 
their sacrifice by sharing their stories through 
interviews, exhibits and the Roll of Honor, an 
interactive computer database of each recipient 
enrolled. 
SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

(a) DENOMINATIONS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue the following 
coins: 

(1) $5 GOLD COINS.—Not more than 50,000 $5 
coins, which shall— 

(A) weigh 8.359 grams; 
(B) have a diameter of 0.850 inches; and 
(C) contain 90 percent gold and 10 percent 

alloy. 
(2) $1 SILVER COINS.—Not more than 400,000 $1 

coins, which shall— 
(A) weigh 26.73 grams; 
(B) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and 
(C) contain not less than 90 percent silver. 
(3) HALF-DOLLAR CLAD COINS.—Not more than 

750,000 half-dollar coins which shall— 
(A) weigh 11.34 grams; 
(B) have a diameter of 1.205 inches; and 
(C) be minted to the specifications for half- 

dollar coins contained in section 5112(b) of title 
31, United States Code. 

(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted under 
this Act shall be legal tender, as provided in sec-
tion 5103 of title 31, United States Code. 

(c) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of sec-
tion 5134 of title 31, United States Code, all coins 
minted under this Act shall be considered to be 
numismatic items. 
SEC. 4. DESIGNS OF COINS. 

(a) DESIGNS REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The designs of the coins 
minted under this Act shall be emblematic of the 
National Purple Heart Hall of Honor. 

(2) DESIGNATION AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On each 
coin minted under this Act there shall be— 

(A) a designation of the value of the coin; 
(B) an inscription of the year ‘‘2022’’; and 
(C) inscriptions of the words ‘‘Liberty’’, ‘‘In 

God We Trust’’, ‘‘United States of America’’, 
and ‘‘E Pluribus Unum’’. 

(b) SELECTION.—The design for the coins mint-
ed under this Act shall be— 

(1) selected by the Secretary after consultation 
with the Commission of Fine Arts and the Na-
tional Purple Heart Hall of Honor, Inc.; and 

(2) reviewed by the Citizens Coinage Advisory 
Committee. 
SEC. 5. ISSUANCE OF COINS. 

(a) QUALITY OF COINS.—Coins minted under 
this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and 
proof qualities. 

(b) MINT FACILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Only 1 facility of the United 

States Mint may be used to strike any particular 
quality of the coins minted under this Act. 

(2) USE OF THE UNITED STATES MINT AT WEST 
POINT, NEW YORK.—It is the sense of Congress 
that the coins minted under this Act should be 
struck at the United States Mint at West Point, 
New York, to the greatest extent possible. 

(c) PERIOD FOR ISSUANCE.—The Secretary may 
issue coins minted under this Act only during 
the 1-year period beginning on January 1, 2022. 
SEC. 6. SALE OF COINS. 

(a) SALE PRICE.—The coins issued under this 
Act shall be sold by the Secretary at a price 
equal to the sum of— 

(1) the face value of the coins; 
(2) the surcharge provided in section 7(a) with 

respect to such coins; and 
(3) the cost of designing and issuing the coins 

(including labor, materials, dies, use of machin-
ery, overhead expenses, marketing, and ship-
ping). 

(b) BULK SALES.—The Secretary shall make 
bulk sales of the coins issued under this Act at 
a reasonable discount. 

(c) PREPAID ORDERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall accept 

prepaid orders for the coins minted under this 
Act before the issuance of such coins. 

(2) DISCOUNT.—Sale prices with respect to pre-
paid orders under paragraph (1) shall be at a 
reasonable discount. 
SEC. 7. SURCHARGES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—All sales of coins issued 
under this Act shall include a surcharge of— 

(1) $35 per coin for the $5 coin; 
(2) $10 per coin for the $1 coin; and 
(3) $5 per coin for the half-dollar coin. 
(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section 

5134(f)(1) of title 31, United States Code, all sur-
charges received by the Secretary from the sale 
of coins issued under this Act shall be promptly 
paid by the Secretary to the National Purple 
Heart Hall of Honor, Inc., to support the mis-
sion of the National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor, Inc., including capital improvements to 
the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor facili-
ties. 

(c) AUDITS.—The National Purple Heart Hall 
of Honor, Inc., shall be subject to the audit re-
quirements of section 5134(f)(2) of title 31, 
United States Code, with regard to the amounts 
received under subsection (b). 

(d) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding subsection 
(a), no surcharge may be included with respect 
to the issuance under this Act of any coin dur-
ing a calendar year if, as of the time of such 
issuance, the issuance of such coin would result 
in the number of commemorative coin programs 
issued during such year to exceed the annual 2 
commemorative coin program issuance limitation 
under section 5112(m)(1) of title 31, United 
States Code (as in effect on the date of the en-
actment of this Act). The Secretary of the Treas-
ury may issue guidance to carry out this sub-
section. 

SEC. 8. FINANCIAL ASSURANCES. 
The Secretary shall take such actions as may 

be necessary to ensure that— 
(1) minting and issuing coins under this Act 

result in no net cost to the Federal Government; 
and 

(2) no funds, including applicable surcharges, 
are disbursed to any recipient designated in sec-
tion 7(b) until the total cost of designing and 
issuing all of the coins authorized by this Act, 
including labor, materials, dies, use of machin-
ery, overhead expenses, marketing, and ship-
ping, is recovered by the United States Treas-
ury, consistent with sections 5112(m) and 5134(f) 
of title 31, United States Code. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. GONZALEZ) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material therein. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 1830, the National Purple Heart 
Hall of Honor Commemorative Coin 
Act. 

The Purple Heart is one of the oldest 
and most recognized American mili-
tary medals awarded to servicemem-
bers who were killed or wounded by 
enemy action. 

The mission of the National Purple 
Heart Hall of Honor, located in New 
Windsor, New York, is to collect and 
preserve the stories of Purple Heart re-
cipients from all branches of the 
Armed Forces and across all genera-
tions. 

The Hall of Honor serves as a living 
memorial to these servicemembers and 
ensures that all recipients are remem-
bered. Currently, there are over 200,000 
names installed at the Hall of Honor. 

This bill would provide tangible sup-
port to the Hall of Honor by directing 
the West Point Mint to produce com-
memorative coins in recognition of the 
work of the Hall of Honor. Proceeds 
from the sale of this coin would fund 
improvements to the museum itself to 
help expand the understanding and re-
spect for those who have served and 
sacrificed. 

This bill passed the House last Sep-
tember, but the version we are consid-
ering today incorporates changes made 
by a Senate amendment that updates 
the time period for issuance of the 
commemorative coins to fiscal year 
2022, and includes financial assurance 
language that minting and issuing 
coins under this act will result in no 
net cost to the Federal Government. 

I thank Mr. MALONEY, Mr. TAKANO, 
and Mr. GALLAGHER for their work on 
this bill, and I urge Members to vote 
‘‘yes.’’ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:16 Dec 03, 2020 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K02DE7.015 H02DEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6036 December 2, 2020 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1830, as amended by the Senate, also 
known as the National Purple Heart 
Hall of Honor Commemorative Coin 
Act. 

I would like to thank Leader SCHU-
MER for championing this issue on the 
Senate side and the gentleman from 
New York, Congressman MALONEY, for 
his work. We passed his version of this 
bill in the House back in September of 
2019. I am glad that we have the oppor-
tunity to send this important bill to 
the President’s desk. 

The National Purple Heart Mission 
opened in 2006. The Purple Heart Mis-
sion is a New York State facility that 
is dedicated to collecting, preserving, 
and sharing the stories of all Purple 
Heart recipients from all branches of 
service and across all conflicts. 

Enrollments at the National Purple 
Heart Honor Mission are voluntary, 
and submissions are made by Purple 
Heart recipients, their families, or 
friends. Currently, there are 1,095 Pur-
ple Heart recipients enrolled from the 
great State of North Carolina, rep-
resenting World War I, World War II, 
Korea, Vietnam, Somalia, Operation 
Enduring Freedom, and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

These courageous men and women 
are recognized by the National Purple 
Heart Honor Mission because, surpris-
ingly, the Federal Government does 
not maintain a comprehensive list. In 
fact, the only award for which there is 
a list is the Medal of Honor. 

Mr. Speaker, the National Purple 
Heart Honor Mission is an organization 
that deserves the recognition the com-
memorative coin will bring. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY), my 
friend and colleague. 

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 
New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of my bill, the National Purple 
Heart Hall of Honor Commemorative 
Coin Act, which will be voted on to-
night, after many years of work. 

I think it is important to note that it 
was the father of our country, George 
Washington, who created the Purple 
Heart in the closing days of the Revo-
lutionary War. It happened right in my 
district, in the heart of New York’s 
Hudson Valley, at the New Windsor 
Cantonment, where General Wash-
ington created and awarded something 
called the Badge of Military Merit. We 
know that honor today as the Purple 
Heart, which is how it appeared when 
it was originally created out of fabric. 

The Purple Heart was revived in 1932, 
on the bicentennial of General Wash-
ington’s birth to honor veterans of 
World War I. Since then, this great 

honor has been earned. It has been 
earned, often at great personal cost, by 
nearly 2 million brave servicemen and 
servicewomen. 

In 2006, as my colleague noted, the 
National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, 
located in New Windsor, opened its 
doors and launched the first com-
prehensive list of Purple Heart recipi-
ents. The Hall of Honor collects and 
preserves the names and, more impor-
tantly, the deeds and stories of the 
men and women wounded or killed in 
service of our Nation. 

It honors heroes like Rich Drago, my 
friend, who lives in the Hudson Valley. 
Rich served in Vietnam. He continued 
to man his post under fire, even after 
he had been hit by a mortar blast. It is 
heroes like Rich who we honor tonight. 
He serves today on my Veterans Advi-
sory Board. He is the vice chair of the 
National Purple Heart Honor Mission 
Board of Directors and is the com-
mander of the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart, Chapter 1782. 

I thank so many others, including 
members of my staff—my legislative 
staff: Ryan Lehman; Molly Carey; 
Shallum Atkinson; Laura Bart; and, of 
course, Beverly Hart, who has person-
ally worked for so long to make this 
day a reality. 

Of course, it is the National Purple 
Heart Hall of Honor that deserves the 
credit and the Purple Heart Honor Mis-
sion and the recipients who do such im-
portant work and who create such a 
powerful example for all of us. 

In addition to helping veterans re-
ceive their Purple Heart, they now sup-
port veterans and their families, offer 
educational programs for schools, host 
a 4-day honor mission to the Hudson 
Valley to see the Hall of Honor. 

My bill will authorize, importantly, 
the U.S. Treasury to mint $5 gold 
coins, $1 silver coins, and half-dollar 
clad coins. The proceeds from these 
coins—and this is wonderful—which 
will be produced at the West Point 
Mint, right down the road, outside the 
United States Military Academy, will 
support the critical mission, along 
with other programs to help veterans 
and their families at no cost to the tax-
payers, both in New York and, of 
course, across our country. 

I thank my friend, Senator SCHUMER, 
for his partnership in passing the bill 
through the Senate with broad bipar-
tisan support. I thank my colleagues 
here in House: The chairman of the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee; my 
friends across the aisle, like MIKE GAL-
LAGHER, himself a Marine Corps vet-
eran, for their partnership on this leg-
islation. 

The bill was really made possible, of 
course, by the extraordinary work of 
the Military Order of the Purple Heart, 
the team at the National Purple Heart 
Hall of Honor and the Honor Mission, 
including Russ Vernon, Richie Lay, 
Richard Gerbeth, Jr., and William 
Nazario; and, of course, volunteers like 
Stephanie Keegan, who helped us win 
overwhelming bipartisan support from 
over 300 Members of Congress. 

You know, today is particularly mov-
ing for me because of how long it has 
taken to bring this bill to fruition. I 
can’t help but think of two men who 
inspired our work on this bill. One is 
my dad, Jim Maloney, a Navy veteran 
who was banged up pretty bad on the 
USS Manchester on his 19th birthday, 
but who got himself well and was able 
to live his American Dream because his 
country had his back and there were 
people here who wanted to honor his 
service. He showed me firsthand the in-
credible sacrifice of those who have 
served. 

Another is a Republican friend of my 
mine, Senator Bill Larkin, a dear 
friend who passed away just last year. 
Bill served our country in World War II 
and Korea. When we did events to-
gether, he would have trouble standing 
because his feet still hurt from the 
frostbite he suffered in Korea. He 
served the Hudson Valley as a State 
senator for 40 years and worked closely 
with me to advance the mission of the 
Hall of Honor on this bill. I could not 
be more proud to work with his beloved 
wife, Pat, and others, to carry on this 
piece of his legacy, and I can’t wait to 
see this coin become a reality. I know 
my friend, Bill Larkin, is smiling down 
from Heaven tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you all for your 
support and the bipartisanship it took 
to get us to this point. 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time for the purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, I would simply urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 1830, as 
amended, so we can honor our great 
Purple Heart recipients in Ohio and 
across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill ensures that 
the National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor can continue its important mis-
sion of collecting, preserving, and shar-
ing the stories of the brave men and 
women who were killed or injured in 
service to their country. 

The straightforward changes we are 
considering today will align the time 
period for the issuance of the com-
memorative coins and ensures that the 
coins issued under this act will result 
in no net cost to the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules 
and concur in the Senate amendment 
to the bill, H.R. 1830. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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DIRECTING THE CLERK OF THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO MAKE A CORRECTION IN THE 
ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 1830 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I send to the 
desk a concurrent resolution and ask 
unanimous consent for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 125 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That in the enrollment of 
H.R. 1830, the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall make the following correc-
tion: Strike ‘‘National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor, Inc.’’ each place such term appears 
and insert ‘‘National Purple Heart Honor 
Mission, Inc.’’. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1700 

COIN METAL MODIFICATION AU-
THORIZATION AND COST SAV-
INGS ACT OF 2020 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7995) to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to save Federal funds by 
authorizing changes to the composition 
of circulating coins, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7995 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Coin Metal 
Modification Authorization and Cost Savings 
Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. SAVING FEDERAL FUNDS BY AUTHOR-

IZING CHANGES TO THE COMPOSI-
TION OF CIRCULATING COINS. 

Section 5112 of title 31, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(x) COMPOSITION OF CIRCULATING COINS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, and subject to the 
other provisions of this subsection, the Di-
rector of the United States Mint (referred to 
in this subsection as the ‘Director’), in con-
sultation with the Secretary, may modify 
the metallic composition of circulating coins 
to a new metallic composition (including by 
prescribing reasonable manufacturing toler-
ances with respect to those coins) if a study 
and analysis conducted by the United States 
Mint, including solicitation of input, includ-
ing input on acceptor tolerances and require-
ments, from industry stakeholders who could 
be affected by changes in the composition of 
circulating coins, indicates that the modi-
fication will— 

‘‘(A) reduce costs incurred by the tax-
payers of the United States; 

‘‘(B) be seamless, which shall mean the 
same diameter and weight as United States 
coinage being minted on the date of enact-

ment of this subsection and that the coins 
will work interchangeably in most coin ac-
ceptors using electromagnetic signature 
technology; and 

‘‘(C) have as minimal an adverse impact as 
possible on the public and stakeholders. 

‘‘(2) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—On the 
date that is at least 90 legislative days before 
the date on which the Director begins mak-
ing a modification described in paragraph 
(1), the Director shall submit to Congress no-
tice that— 

‘‘(A) provides a justification for the modi-
fication, including the support for that modi-
fication in the study and analysis required 
under paragraph (1) with respect to the 
modification; 

‘‘(B) describes how the modification will 
reduce costs incurred by the taxpayers of the 
United States; 

‘‘(C) certifies that the modification will be 
seamless, as described in paragraph (1)(B); 
and 

‘‘(D) certifies that the modification will 
have as minimal an adverse impact as pos-
sible on the public and stakeholders. 

‘‘(3) CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORITY.—The Di-
rector may begin making a modification pro-
posed under this subsection not earlier than 
the date that is 90 legislative days after the 
date on which the Director submits to Con-
gress the notice required under paragraph (2) 
with respect to that modification, unless 
Congress, during the period of 90 legislative 
days beginning on the date on which the Di-
rector submits that notice— 

‘‘(A) finds that the modification is not jus-
tified in light of the information contained 
in that notice; and 

‘‘(B) enacts a joint resolution of dis-
approval of the proposed modification. 

‘‘(4) PROCEDURES.—For purpose of para-
graph (3)— 

‘‘(A) a joint resolution of disapproval is a 
joint resolution the matter after the resolv-
ing clause of which is as follows: ‘That Con-
gress disapproves the modification sub-
mitted by the Director of the United States 
Mint.’; and 

‘‘(B) the procedural rules in the House of 
Representatives and the Senate for a joint 
resolution of disapproval described under 
paragraph (3) shall be the same as provided 
for a joint resolution of disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code.’’. 
SEC. 3. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. GONZALEZ) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 7995, the Coin Metal Modifica-
tion Authorization and Cost Savings 
Act of 2020. I thank the gentleman 
from Nevada (Representative AMODEI) 
for his work on this bill, which author-
izes the Director of the Mint, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to modify the metallic com-
position of circulating coins to better 
meet public demand for coins while 
seeking to reduce costs to taxpayers 
and preserve interoperability with ex-
isting coin acceptor technology. 

Despite the changes to our everyday 
lives brought on by the COVID–19 pan-
demic, coin production is at an all- 
time high. Just this year, the U.S. 
Mint averaged a monthly production 
rate of approximately 1.27 billion coins 
per month for a total of 15.2 billion 
coins over the past 12 months. By com-
parison, the Mint produced 11.9 billion 
coins for all of 2019. 

Since 2006, metal prices have risen to 
where the unit costs of a penny and 
nickel exceed their face value. The U.S. 
Mint estimates that by adjusting the 
metal content of coins, the Federal 
Government could save between $10 
million to $17 million per year. 

This bill would require any proposed 
change in the metallic composition of 
coins to both reduce costs to taxpayers 
and be seamless. This means that the 
diameter, weight, and electromagnetic 
signature of the new coins would oper-
ate interchangeably in most coin ac-
ceptors that use electromagnetic signa-
ture technology, such as vending ma-
chines, laundromats, and the self- 
checkout lines at your local grocery 
stores. 

This commonsense reform provides 
the Mint with the flexibility to save 
taxpayer dollars and avoid future sup-
ply chain disruptions while balancing 
the needs of stakeholders in ensuring 
that any new coins work within the ex-
isting coin acceptance infrastructure. 

This bill is supported by a wide range 
of industry stakeholders, including the 
National Automatic Merchandising As-
sociation, the Coin Laundry Associa-
tion, and the Food Industry Associa-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. AMODEI for 
his work on this bill, and I urge Mem-
bers to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
7995, the Coin Metal Modification Au-
thorization and Cost Savings Act of 
2020. 

Mr. Speaker, title 31 of the United 
States Code establishes the monetary 
system on which our Nation relies. 
Section 5112, in particular, sets out the 
parameters by which the Secretary of 
the Treasury is authorized to mint and 
issue the coins that we use on a daily 
basis in the United States. Those pa-
rameters are incredibly detailed. 

For example, there are provisions 
outlining the number of circulating 
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