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think this one probably is the most
profound one. It is very difficult to
pass a bill in the Congress, much less
get it signed into law, but when you
pass a bill and see it saving lives, that
is perhaps the most remarkable and
gratifying experience I have personally
had in my eight terms in Congress.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman so much for her friendship.

Madam Speaker, in closing, I remem-
ber being in Texas Children’s Hospital
in September 2018 to hear from the
President of Botswana about the
project Global HOPE initiative in-
spired by Baylor College of Medicine
and their early work against HIV/AIDS
and the epidemic in Africa. Global
HOPE is starting to deliver childhood
cancer care in sub-Saharan Africa, as I
speak.

At the event, when I met the Presi-
dent of Botswana, where the Global
HOPE Act was recently constructed in
a new pediatric facility in Botswana,
which I will be visiting next month
with my little, childhood cancer sur-
vivor, Sadie Keller. It is starting to
train a new generation of Botswanan
oncologists.

What I was most impressed by was
when he told me about the legacy of
PEPFAR and what we did as a Nation.
He said: PEPFAR saved a generation of
my people from extinction—from ‘‘ex-
tinction.”

It is my hope that this bill saves a
generation of children from this dread-
ed disease. I believe that childhood
cancer can be the next successful Glob-
al HOPE initiative that will save lives.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank,
particularly, Dr. Poplack, who was the
chief oncologist at Texas Children’s. He
is the one who is responsible for this
initiative. We are taking their initia-
tive and turning it into law in the Con-
gress. I will be there next month to
commemorate International Children’s
Cancer Day.

Madam Speaker, I do want to ref-
erence, too, my little childhood cancer
fighter and survivor, Sadie Keller. She
came into my office, and there are a lot
of lobbyists in this town, but the chil-
dren had no voice. They had no power.
That is why JACKIE and I formed the
Childhood Cancer Caucus, to give them
a voice.
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When she entered my office—she is 7
years old here—in her pink dress, I
knew I had met somebody very special.
I canceled my calendar, my schedule
for the rest of the day, and I took her
on a tour of the Capitol.

Here we are looking—we had no idea
they were even taking pictures—but I
took her to the Rotunda in the Capitol.
I remember we spun around and looked
at the top of the Capitol.

Then I took her out to the Speaker’s
balcony, one of the most beautiful
views in this Capitol building. Looking
out on the horizon toward the future,
seeing the ominous dark clouds, but
also a ray of sunshine. The sunshine
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that is coming in, the sunshine that
little Sadie has brought to my life, the
sunshine that we are trying to bring to
all these children out there who have
gone through some really tough experi-
ences. I have met many of them, like
the Congressman from Minnesota’s
daughter, and it is very heartbreaking
to see them in the hospitals. Some sur-
vive, and some don’t.

But this effort will take it to the
next step, to take our fight against
this dreaded disease. We have done so
much to help children in the United
States. The FDA’s approval of CAR T,
which takes your own immune system
and attacks your own cancer through
your own T cells, rather than injecting
chemo—which is really a derivative of
World War I mustard gas, which has
been banned from the battlefield,
which Kkills the cancer just before it
kills you.

You can imagine the survivorship
issues with these children, because
they have the rest of their lives, if they
survive, to deal with.

So, I want to thank all those friends
of mine on the other side of the aisle
for helping me move this forward. This
is a momentous day for our fight
against childhood cancer. It is a mo-
mentous day to take it global and take
the fight globally.

I look forward to this bill’s passage
in the Senate and it being signed into
law.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume for the purpose of closing.

Madam Speaker, childhood cancer is
devastating; yet, many types can now
be treated effectively and at relatively
low cost. It is incumbent on all of us to
make sure the United States’ policy is
working toward this end and doing
what we can to stop the suffering.

The Global Hope Act is a good meas-
ure that leverages the resources devel-
oped here in the United States to ex-
plore public/private partnerships to
fight childhood cancer all around the
globe.

I am very grateful to Ranking Mem-
ber McCAUL for his dedication and tire-
less work on this cause.

I am proud to support this, and I urge
all my fellow Members to do the same.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
PHILLIPS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5338, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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SUPPORTING THE RIGHTS OF THE
PEOPLE OF IRAN TO FREE EX-
PRESSION

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 752) supporting
the rights of the people of Iran to free
expression, condemning the Iranian re-
gime for its crackdown on legitimate

protests, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 752

Whereas, on November 15, 2019, popular
protests against the Iranian regime began
and rapidly spread to at least 100 cities
throughout the country, in the most signifi-
cant antigovernment protests in Iran since
June 2009;

Whereas the protests began in response to
an announced increase on the price of fuel
and protesters have expressed numerous eco-
nomic grievances, while also calling for the
structural reform of the political system and
condemning current and former Iranian lead-
ers;

Whereas reports indicate that Iranian se-
curity forces have used lethal force in arrest-
ing more than 7,000 people and Kkilled hun-
dreds of people in connection with the pro-
tests;

Whereas reports indicate that Iranian Gov-
ernment authorities have, in many in-
stances, refused to return victims’ bodies to
their families and that security forces have
removed bodies from morgues and trans-
ferred them to unknown locations;

Whereas, on November 16, 2019, Iranian au-
thorities began implementing a near-total
shutdown of internet services, stopping near-
ly all means of online communications for
people inside Iran, to preclude the sharing of
images and videos of deadly violence being
used by security forces;

Whereas section 103(b)(2)(B) of the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability,
and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C.
8512(b)(2)(B)) authorizes licensing services re-
lating to personal communications over the
Internet, to improve the ability of the Ira-
nian people to speak freely;

Whereas General License D-1 authorizes
the provision of key communication tools to
the Iranian people with the aim of ensuring
that the Iranian people can freely access the
internet;

Whereas, on November 16, 2019, Iran’s Inte-
rior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli said
that the Iranian regime will no longer show
“tolerance’ and ‘‘self-control” toward the
protesters;

Whereas, on November 17, 2019, Iranian Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called
the demonstrators ‘‘villains’ galvanized by
foreign enemies and domestic insurgents and
ordered Iranian security services to ‘‘imple-
ment their duties’ to end the protests;

Whereas, on November 18, 2019, Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps deployed
to the city of Mahshahr and engaged in mass
repression, reportedly killing as many as 100
people;

Whereas several laws provide authorities
to designate and sanction elements of the
Iranian regime involved in significant cor-
ruption or serious human rights abuses, in-
cluding the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions,
Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010,
the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act, and the Iran Threat
Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act of
2012;
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Whereas the Iranian regime was implicated
in a March 2018 plot in Albania and June 2018
plot in France against Iranian opposition ac-
tivists;

Whereas Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps and its Basij militia have been
sanctioned by the United States for planning
and carrying out serious human rights
abuses against the Iranian people, including
for the cruel and prolonged torture of polit-
ical dissidents;

Whereas in August 2018 the United States
criminally charged two persons for acting as
illegal agents of the Government of Iran for
having conducted surveillance on Jewish and
Israeli facilities and Iranian political dis-
sidents;

Whereas the regime has routinely violated
the human rights of Iranian citizens, includ-
ing by implementing ongoing, systematic,
and serious restrictions of freedom of peace-
ful assembly and association and freedom of
opinion and expression, including the con-
tinuing closures of media outlets, arrests of
journalists, and the censorship of expression
in online forums such as blogs and websites;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2018
Human Rights Report on Iran noted ‘‘severe
restrictions on free expression, the press, and
the internet, including censorship, site
blocking, and criminalization of libel; sub-
stantial interference with the rights of
peaceful assembly and freedom of associa-
tion, such as overly restrictive nongovern-
mental organization (NGO) laws; egregious
restrictions of religious freedom; restrictions
on political participation; widespread cor-
ruption at all levels of government’’;

Whereas, on November 18, 2019, Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo stated that, ‘‘The
United States is monitoring the ongoing pro-
tests in Iran closely. We condemn strongly
any acts of violence committed by this re-
gime against the Iranian people and are
deeply concerned by reports of several fatali-
ties. . .The Islamic Republic must cease vio-
lence against its own people and should im-
mediately restore the ability of all Iranians
to access a free and open Internet.”’;

Whereas, on November 22, 2019, the United
States imposed sanctions on Iran’s Minister
of Information and Communications Tech-
nology for his role in shutting down internet
access in Iran;

Whereas, on November 18, 2019, the Office
of the German Chancellor stated that, ‘It is
legitimate and deserving of our respect when
people courageously air their economic and
political grievances, as is currently hap-
pening in Iran. The Iranian government
should respond to the current protests with a
willingness to engage in dialogue. . .We urge
the government in Tehran to respect free-
dom of assembly and expression.’’;

Whereas, on November 20, 2019, the French
Foreign Ministry stated that, ‘‘France is fol-
lowing the demonstrations taking place in
Iran with concern. It expresses its deep con-
cern at reports that a large number of dem-
onstrators have been killed in the last few
days. It reaffirms its attachment to respect
for the freedom of expression and to access
to means of communication, as well as to the
right to demonstrate peacefully. France
calls on Iran to comply with its inter-
national human rights obligations, in par-
ticular the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.”’;

Whereas, on November 21, 2019, the Euro-
pean Union stated that, ‘“The protests in sev-
eral Iranian cities over the past days have,
according to reports, led to serious loss of
life and left many people injured. We convey
our condolences to the families of victims
and wish a speedy recovery to those injured.
Socio-economic challenges should be ad-
dressed through inclusive dialogue and not
through the use of violence. We expect Iran’s
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security forces to exercise maximum re-
straint in handling the protests and for
protestors to demonstrate peacefully. Any
violence is unacceptable. The rights to free-
dom of expression and assembly must be
guaranteed. We also expect the Iranian au-
thorities to ensure the free flow of informa-
tion and access to the internet.”’;

Whereas, on November 26, 2019, Secretary
of State Michael Pompeo stated, ‘“The Ira-
nian people are once again on the streets be-
cause of the regime’s poor economic manage-
ment. And instead of addressing their griev-
ances, Tehran has responded with violence
and blaming those outside of the country.”’;

Whereas, on December 8, 2019, the High
Representative of the European Union Josep
Borrell Fontelles stated that, ‘““A growing
body of evidence indicates that despite re-
peated calls for restraint, the Iranian secu-
rity forces’ disproportionate response to re-
cent demonstrations has led to high numbers
of deaths and injuries. For the European
Union and its Member States, the widespread
and disproportionate use of force against
nonviolent protestors is unacceptable.’’;

Whereas, on December 8, 2019, the High
Representative of the European Union Josep
Borrell Fontelles stated that ‘A growing
body of evidence indicates that despite re-
peated calls for restraint, the Iranian secu-
rity forces’ disproportionate response to re-
cent demonstrations has led to high numbers
of deaths and injuries. For the European
Union and its Member States, the widespread
and disproportionate use of force against
nonviolent protestors is unacceptable.’’;

Whereas Iran is a member of the United
Nations, voted for the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, and is a signatory to the
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights, among other international
human rights treaties;

Whereas in violation of these and other
international obligations, Iranian regime of-
ficials continue to violate the fundamental
human rights of the Iranian people;

Whereas the Iranian regime has a long his-
tory of violent repression of dissent, includ-
ing—

(1) in 1988, the Iranian regime carrying out
the barbaric mass executions of thousands of
political prisoners by hanging and firing
squad for refusing to renounce their political
affiliations and in some cases for possessing
political reading material, including pris-
oners of conscience, teenagers, and pregnant
women;

(2) in 1999, the Iranian regime brutally sup-
pressing a student revolt that was one of the
largest mass uprisings up until that point in
the country since 1979;

(3) following voting irregularities that re-
sulted in the 2009 election of President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the Iranian regime
brutally suppressing peaceful political dis-
sent from wide segments of civil society dur-
ing the Green Revolution in a cynical at-
tempt to retain its undemocratic grip on
power; and

(4) beginning in December 2017, and con-
tinuing for several months after protests
erupted in more than 80 cities, the Iranian
regime suppressing such protests with re-
pressive force that resulted in at least 25
deaths and 4,000 arrests;

Whereas, on January 9, 2018, the House of
Representatives overwhelmingly passed H.
Res. 676, a resolution supporting the rights of
the people of Iran to free expression and con-
demning the Iranian regime for its crack-
down on legitimate protests;

Whereas, on December 5, 2019, the Depart-
ment of State identified the Great Tehran
Penitentiary (Fashafuyeh) and Qarchack
Prison as entities responsible for gross viola-
tions of internationally recognized human
rights in Iran and subject to the imposition
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of sanctions under section 106 of the Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries Through Sanc-
tions Act (22 U.S.C. 9405);

Whereas, on January 8, 2020, the Iranian
military shot down a civilian airliner
Ukrainian Airlines Flight 752 in a surface-to-
air missile strike, killing 176 civilians
aboard;

Whereas for three days, the Iranian mili-
tary denied that it shot down Ukrainian Air-
lines Flight 752 before admitting responsi-
bility on January 11, 2020;

Whereas peaceful protestors amassed
throughout Iran on January 11, 2020, and sub-
sequent days, decrying the Government of
Iran’s downing of the Ukrainian airliner,
subsequent campaign of lies and obfuscation,
and continued undemocratic practices; and

Whereas in response to peaceful protests
throughout early January 2020, Iranian Gov-
ernment forces fired live rounds and used
brutal tactics against civilians in a manner
well-documented by international human
rights organizations, media, and scores of
Iranians: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) stands with the people of Iran that are
engaged in legitimate and peaceful protests
against an oppressive, corrupt regime;

(2) condemns the Iranian regime’s serious
human rights abuses against the Iranian peo-
ple, significant corruption, and destabilizing
activities abroad;

(3) commends the statements of support for
the protesters from the executive branch and
key allies;

(4) calls on all democratic governments
and institutions to clearly support the Ira-
nian people’s right to live in a free society;

(5) demands that the Iranian regime abide
by its international obligations with respect
to human rights and civil liberties, including
freedoms of assembly, speech, and press;

(6) urges the Administration to work to
convene emergency sessions of the United
Nations Security Council and the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council to condemn the
ongoing human rights violations perpetrated
by the Iranian regime and establish a mecha-
nism by which the Security Council can
monitor such violations;

(7) encourages the Administration to pro-
vide assistance to the Iranian people to have
free and uninterrupted access to the inter-
net, including by broadening General License
D-1;

(8) calls on companies to reject requests by
the regime to cut off the Iranian people from
social media and other communications plat-
forms;

(9) respects the proud history and rich cul-
ture of the Iranian nation and fully supports
efforts by the people of Iran to promote the
establishment of basic freedoms that build
the foundation for the emergence of a freely
elected, open, and democratic political sys-
tem;

(10) supports the right of Iranian dissidents
to assemble, without fear of persecution and
violence, whether in Iran or internationally;
and

(11) urges the President and the Secretary
of State to work with the international com-
munity to ensure that violations of human
rights are part of all formal and informal
multilateral or bilateral discussions with
and regarding Iran.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PHILLIPS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. MCcCAUL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have b legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
752.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, since November,
Iranian protesters have flooded the
streets, demonstrating against corrup-
tion, high fuel, and high food prices.
Protests flared up in recent weeks after
the government of Iran took responsi-
bility for downing a Ukrainian airliner
after, of course, initially denying it.

Peaceful protesters have been met
with violence and brutality from the
Iranian regime. Over 1,500 people have
been killed, and thousands more in-
jured.

For decades, this has been the horri-
fying standard practice of the regime,
heinous human rights abuses and sig-
nificant corruption, even targeting Ira-
nian dissidents abroad.

We must send a clear message now to
the protesters that we stand with
them. Today’s resolution shows that
solidarity; that we stand for the rights
of the Iranian people to free expression,
and we condemn the regime for its
crimes.

Today, we urge the President and the
Secretary of State to work with the
international community to ensure
that violations of human rights are
part of all formal and informal, multi-
lateral or bilateral discussions with
and regarding Iran.

Sending a strong message of support
is important, but the United States
must do more to help the Iranian pro-
testers. The administration should help
the Iranian people access free and unin-
terrupted internet, including broad-
ening General License D-1, the Treas-
ury Department’s license of personal
communication devices and software
that helps Iranians access the free flow
of information.

The administration should also wel-
come, not deny, Iranian visitors to the
United States, because giving Iranians
an opportunity to experience our great
country for themselves is the best way
to counter anti-American sentiment
and fear.

There is much that we can do to help
the protesters, and we must start today
with this resolution. I urge all my col-
leagues to join me in passing this great
measure.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of the Iranian people and our con-
demnation of the Iranian regime’s
crackdown on legitimate protests.
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I want to first thank Congressman
DEUTCH for bringing this important
legislation, introducing this resolution.
And I am proud to be a cosponsor of it.

Twice in the past 3 months, the Ira-
nian people have bravely raised their
voices to protest the conduct of the
despotic Iranian regime. And both
times, these peaceful, popular dem-
onstrations have been met with utter
violence.

In November, protestors across Iran
voiced their anger at an abrupt in-
crease in gasoline prices. This soon
broadened to voicing their anger at the
regime as a whole.

The Islamic Republic of Iran re-

sponded with brutal force. Security
thugs opened fire on unarmed
protestors. The regime cut off the

internet in an attempt to silence the
voice of the people and suppress the
evidence of the security forces’ blood-
shed.

Despite the regime’s efforts, the
world still knows about their cruelty.
We have all seen the videos of security
forces shooting innocent people on the
streets. The regime killed as many as
1,500 people, by far the largest and
most violent crackdown since the 1979
revolution.

Just a few weeks later, the Iranian
people were once again furious with
their government. This time, it was be-
cause the regime shot down a commer-
cial airliner, Kkilling 176 innocent peo-
ple, many of whom were Iranian. Even
worse, the regime did not admit to hav-
ing done so for 3 days. They inten-
tionally lied to their own people and to
the world.

Once again, security forces fired on
peaceful protestors.

The broad frustration with this cruel,
lying regime is evident. An Iranian
Olympic medalist announced she was
defecting because of ‘‘hypocrisy, lies,
injustice, and flattery.”

Iran’s State TV anchor resigned, say-
ing, ‘It was very hard for me to believe
the Kkilling of my own countrymen. I
apologize for lying to you on television
for the last 13 years.”

With this resolution, we declare that
the House of Representatives stands
with the people of Iran demanding ac-
countability from their leaders.

I thank the President for loudly and
clearly supporting the rights of the Ira-
nian people. The President has urged
the regime not to use violence against
their own people. He has also worked
to hold the Iranian regime accountable
for its cruelty.

The administration has actively
sought information about the perpetra-
tors of violence through its tip line.
Using those tips, the administration
has sanctioned those with blood on
their hands, such as the IRGC com-
mander who oversaw a massacre in No-
vember, killing as many as 148 people.
I want to thank the administration for
taking concrete action to support the
people of Iran.

This resolution is our opportunity in
the Congress to show the same support.
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It is an important step, but we can and
must do more. Our next course of ac-
tion should be to pass my bill that
holds the Iranian officials accountable
for serious human rights abuses.

So let’s stand together as Americans
and keep the process and pressure up
on this dangerous regime.

And let me just say, I have talked to
many Iranians throughout this coun-
try, and the people of Iran are watch-
ing this Chamber. They are watching
what we say here. Our voices do matter
in Iran and to the Iranian people who
are in the United States.

So I want to again thank Congress-
man DEUTCH for bringing this impor-
tant resolution that stands up for the
people of Iran.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH), the author of
this important resolution, and the
chairman of the Subcommittee on the
Middle East, North Africa, and Inter-
national Terrorism.

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, I
thank my friend from Minnesota for
yielding.

I appreciate the kind words of the
ranking member of the Foreign Affairs
Committee, and I appreciate his leader-
ship.

Special thanks, as well, to the rank-
ing member of the Middle East, North
Africa, and International Terrorism
Subcommittee, Mr. WILSON, for his
leadership on these issues and his com-
mitment to standing up for the Iranian
people.

In mid-November, popular protests
against the Iranian regime began and
rapidly spread to at least 100 cities
throughout the country, in the most
significant anti-government protests in
Iran since 2009.

While protesters took to the streets
in response to an increase in fuel
prices, they also called for structural
reform of the Iranian political system.
They condemned current and former
leaders.

In response, Iranian authorities shut
down the internet. Security forces used
lethal force, killing hundreds of people,
marking the highest casualty rate of
any protest movement in Iran since the
Islamic revolution 4 decades ago. And
they arrested over 7,000 more.

Protesters returned earlier this
month after Iran shot down Ukrainian
Airlines Flight 752 as it took off from
Tehran’s International Airport, killing
all 176 people on board, and then tried
to cover it up.

The Iranians in the streets were frus-
trated by the regime’s lies, frustrated
by their incompetence, and chanted
against the IRGC and against the Su-
preme Leader. As in November, Iranian
authorities met these protests with un-
lawful, disproportionate force.

Congress has long expressed bipar-
tisan support for the human rights of
the Iranian people, including the rights
to peaceably assemble and the right to
protest.
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Congress has also supported the
rights of Iranian dissidents and author-
ized the licensing of communication
services to improve the ability of Ira-
nian people to speak freely.

In keeping with that tradition, H.
Res. 752 expresses the support of the
House of Representatives for the rights
of the Iranian people to free expression
and condemns the regime for its crack-
down on the recent, legitimate, peace-
ful protests in Iran.

The resolution condemns the Iranian
regime’s serious human rights abuses,
its significant corruption, destabilizing
activities abroad, and urges the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of State to
work with the international commu-
nity to ensure that violations of
human rights are part of all formal and
informal multilateral or bilateral dis-
cussions regarding Iran.

I also encourage additional efforts by
this House to support the people of
Iran. These include initiatives proposed
by my colleagues, like the one by Rep-
resentative ToM MALINOWSKI, to end
the ban on Iranians and other citizens
of predominantly-Muslim countries
from entering the United States. If we
truly support the Iranian people, we
need to allow them to visit so they can
experience our vibrant society, so they
can experience democracy, so that they
can see pluralism and our great demo-
cratic traditions. I look forward to
working with my colleagues to help ad-
vance these measures as well.

I thank my colleagues for their
strong support of this resolution which
demonstrates that Congress stands
with the Iranian people and supports
their right to live in a free society.
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Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON), the rank-
ing member on the Subcommittee for
the Middle East, North Africa, and
International Terrorism.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I thank the Repub-
lican leader, MIKE McCAUL, for yield-
ing.

I am pleased to speak in favor of H.
Res. 752, which supports the rights of
the Iranian people to protest without
violent consequences from the Islamic
Republic regime, which I coauthored
with my appreciative colleague, Chair-
man TED DEUTCH from Florida.

Last November, thousands of people
all over 100 cities of Iran demonstrated
against the regime’s oppressive eco-
nomic and tyrannical other policies.
The Islamic Republic responded vi-
ciously to these peaceful protests. The
regime killed over 1,000 people and ar-
rested thousands more. We mourn the
deaths of these courageous individuals
who died while advocating for their
rights.

The Iranian people again voiced their
anger in January when the Islamic Re-
public lied about shooting down a
Ukrainian civilian passenger Boeing
jet, killing 176 people.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

How did the regime respond to the
protests over the death of these inno-
cent people? By using more violence
against innocent civilians.

Today, we say to the people of Iran:
We respect the importance of Persian
culture to the world and your right to
be heard without fear. We support your
rights to ask for a better governance.
We ask for accountability from your
government, to ask for a government
that puts your interests first and does
not deceive you with blatant corrup-
tion. We will not allow you to be over-
looked or forgotten, and we will stand
by you while this regime brutalizes
you.

President Donald Trump has taken a
firm stand in support of the protestors,
saying: ‘“To the brave, long-suffering
people of Iran: I've stood with you
since the beginning of my Presidency,
and my administration will continue to
stand with you. We are following your
protests closely and are inspired by
your courage.”’

I agree with President Donald
Trump, and I am gratified to stand
today in support of the free expression
of the Iranian people. President
Trump’s sanctions deter terrorism and
protect American families.

I thank my colleagues for bringing
this bipartisan resolution to the floor.
I look forward to seeing it pass and
continuing to work together to support
the rights of the Iranian people.

Iranian Americans are extraor-
dinarily successful in America and very
much appreciated in every State. In
my home State of South Carolina, Ira-
nian American doctors are vital.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. RUI1z), my friend.

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I am
proud of the growing Iranian American
community in my district, California’s
36th. I have spoken with members of
the community, and I have watched
the protests in Iran.

I am increasingly concerned and out-
raged at what we are witnessing from
the Iranian regime. The violence, the
oppression, the internet blackouts, the
large-scale incarcerations—these are
egregious human rights violations.

Over 7,000 Iranians have been ar-
rested and, tragically, over 1,000 killed
by Iranian security forces since No-
vember of last year.

This shameful use of violence by the
state security forces, sweeping internet
shutoffs, jailing of journalists and
protestors, these are just the most re-
cent examples of merciless attempts of
censorship by a regime with a long, ab-
horrent history of oppression and vio-
lence against its own people.

We must support the protestors seek-
ing nothing but their fundamental
human rights and civil liberties such as
the freedom to assemble openly, speak
freely, and have an open and free press.
That is why I stand with my Iranian
American constituents in support of bi-
partisan H. Res. 752: to support the
rights of the people of Iran to free ex-
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pression and to say, forcefully, that we
condemn the Iranian regime for its vio-
lent tactics to oppress its legitimate
protestors.

To the Iranian people seeking free-
dom, democracy, and human rights: I
stand with you. The United States Con-
gress stands with you. The American
people stand with you. We will con-
tinue supporting you as you fight for
your basic rights, freedom, and democ-
racy.

That is why I urge my colleagues to
pass H. Res. 752 here today.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK).

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker,
in 2016, President Obama sent $1.7 bil-
lion of untraceable cash on shrink-
wrapped cargo pallets to the regime in
Iran. The Iranian expatriates in my
district reported that immediately fol-
lowing this shameful spectacle, the Ira-
nian Guard expanded dramatically and
began a brutal round of repression that
cost thousands of innocent Iranians
their lives.

Thankfully, President Trump has re-
versed these destructive policies of ap-
peasement. The renewal of sanctions
against Iran is again bringing eco-
nomic pressure on the regime and caus-
ing European nations to reconsider
their ties with that tyranny.

Iran is one of the oldest and greatest
civilizations in history, yet it has been
suppressed and plundered by a clique of
theocratic thugs who comprise the ille-
gitimate Iranian Government.

This resolution is an important ges-
ture, but it is empty and idle without
action. We need to support the free-
dom-fighting organizations operating
within Iran with the same financial re-
sources that Obama sent to their op-
pressors. I challenge the House major-
ity to do so.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, I met with a group
of Iranian Americans just this last
weekend, and I talked to them about
their friends in Iran who are fighting
this oppression. I saw the video, the
internet feed that they are able to get
out of country. One of the problems has
been they shut down the internet. They
control the internet in Iran because it
was built with security in mind, first.

It is very difficult to get communica-
tions both inside and outside of Iran,
but we are working on those tech-
nologies today, Madam Speaker, so
that these people can communicate
with the outside world. They are being
held hostage themselves by the Aya-
tollah, who held our Embassy officials
hostage in 1979. They are listening to
our voices here in the Congress, and
they are shooting out texts and emails,
and we are finding ways to get them to
communicate.

There are 80 million people in Iran,
once a great empire, the Persian em-
pire that brought us so many great
things; and now, under this oppressive
theocracy, the majority of these people
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do not support their own oppressive,
brutal killing regime.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, in my
judgment, their days are limited, and
it is time for the people of Iran to take
back their country. And when I say
this to the people of Iran, know that
the American people stand with the
people of Iran. Know that this House
stands with the people of Iran and that
this Congress and President stand with
the people of Iran.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume for the purpose of closing.

Madam Speaker, Iranian people want
the same thing that Americans want:
peace, opportunity, and security. It is
critical that we now support the peace-
ful protestors in Iran today.

Today’s resolution shows that we
stand in solidarity with the Iranian
people in their struggle against the
cruelty of their regime, and I hope all
Members will join me in supporting
this important measure.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 752, a resolution
supporting human rights and fundamental
freedoms in Iran. Today, we send a vital mes-
sage to the protest movement in Iran that—as
they face persecution and violence—the
House of Representatives stands in solidarity
with them.

For decades, the Iranian regime has op-
pressed dissidents. From the 1988 massacre
to the 2009 protests to today, people who
dared to speak against the Iranian regime has
been subject to torture, arrest, disappearance
and worse. Iran’s prisons are some of the
most notorious in the world.

The protests have escalated since the Ira-
nian regime lied to the world about their re-
sponsibility for shooting down the Ukrainian
jetliner. It is unfathomable that for three days,
the Iranian regime sought to hide their culpa-
bility.

The United States must do what we can to
help support those who fight for human rights
and freedom in Iran. This resolution outlines
some important steps, including expanding
internet access for Iranian dissidents by eas-
ing the restrictions on sharing software and
hardware for personal communication devices.

| would also add that if the Trump adminis-
tration wants to send a message of solidarity
to the Iranian protest movement, they should
repeal the ill-conceived Muslim ban, which has
prevented Iranians from visiting and studying
in America.

The American people have no quarrel with
the people of Iran. America should welcome
those Iranians who want to see America for
themselves.

I'd like to thank Mr. DEUTCH and Mr. WILSON
for spearheading this important resolution.

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of H. Res. 752, which reinforces our
nation’s support for the rights of the lIranian
people to have free speech, free association
and fair elections. For over 40 years the lIra-
nian regime has engaged in terrorism and has
been a declared enemy of freedom, human
rights, and freedom of religion. The Iranian re-
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gime, a designated state sponsor of terrorism,
states its antipathy for the United States on a
daily basis. The regime has engaged in atroc-
ities in Iran and throughout the world.

Recently President Trump authorized the re-
moval of Iranian terrorist Qassem Soleimani.
The president had the legal authority to do so
under the Congressionally enacted AUMF per-
taining to Irag. In the United States, expatri-
ates from Iran applauded this as long overdue
justice for a leading proponent of terror, death
and destruction. This action should have been
taken years ago by the Obama Administration.
Instead of addressing Iran’s terrorist actions,
the prior administration gave aid and support
to the terrorist regime. No doubt some of that
aid, including billions of dollars, was used to
kill innocent people. It took the courage of a
real leader to be bold and do what needed to
be done.

Our country supports the Iranian opposition
via the Organization of Iranian American Com-
munities. Their fight is our fight. With patience,
a new day will dawn in Iran and its people will
be free again.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
PHILLIPS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 752, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

TIBETAN POLICY AND SUPPORT
ACT OF 2019

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4331) to modify and reauthor-
ize the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4331

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Tibetan Pol-
icy and Support Act of 2019,

SEC. 2. MODIFICATIONS TO AND REAUTHORIZA-
TION OF TIBETAN POLICY ACT OF
2002.

(a) TIBETAN NEGOTIATIONS.—Section 613 of
the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 (22 U.S.C. 6901
note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘without preconditions’
after ‘‘a dialogue’’;

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or democratically-elected
leaders of the Tibetan community’ after
‘‘his representatives’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end before the period
the following: ‘‘and should coordinate with
other governments in multilateral efforts to-
ward this goal’’;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

“(2) POLICY COMMUNICATION.—The Presi-
dent shall direct the Secretary of State to
ensure that, in accordance with this Act,
United States policy on Tibet, as coordi-
nated by the United States Special Coordi-
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nator for Tibetan Issues, is communicated to
all Federal departments and agencies in con-
tact with the Government of the People’s
Republic of China.’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘until December 31, 2021°’;
and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘and direct the Depart-
ment of State to make public on its website’’
after ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and” ; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) the steps taken by the United States
Government to promote the human rights
and distinct religious, cultural, linguistic,
and historical identity of the Tibetan people,
including the right of the Tibetan people to
select, educate, and venerate their own reli-
gious leaders in accordance with their estab-
lished religious practice and system.”’.

(b) TIBET PROJECT PRINCIPLES.—Section 616
of such Act (22 U.S.C. 6901 note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (d), by striking para-
graphs (1) through (9) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) neither provide incentive for, nor fa-
cilitate the migration and settlement of,
non-Tibetans into Tibet;

‘(2) neither provide incentive for, nor fa-
cilitate the transfer of ownership of, Tibetan
land or natural resources to non-Tibetans;

‘(3) neither provide incentive for, nor fa-
cilitate the involuntary or coerced reloca-
tion of, Tibetan nomads from their tradi-
tional pasture lands into concentrated set-
tlements;

‘‘(4) be implemented in consultation with
the Tibetan people and, as appropriate, after
the conduct of cultural and environmental
impact assessments;

‘“(b) foster self-sufficiency and self-reliance
of Tibetans;

‘‘(6) respect human rights and Tibetan cul-
ture and traditions;

“(7T) be subject to ongoing monitoring and
evaluation; and

‘“(8) be conducted, as much as possible, in
the Tibetan language.’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(e) UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE.—The
President shall provide funds to nongovern-
mental organizations to support sustainable
development, cultural and historical preser-
vation, health care, education, and environ-
mental sustainability projects for Tibetan
communities in Tibet, in accordance with
the principles specified in subsection (d) and
with the concurrence of the United States
Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issues under
section 621(d).”.

(c) DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION RELATING
TO TIBET.—Section 618 of such Act (22 U.S.C.
6901 note) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 618. DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION RE-

LATING TO TIBET.

‘“(a) UNITED STATES CONSULATE IN LHASA,
TIBET.—The Secretary should seek to estab-
lish a United States consulate in Lhasa,
Tibet—

‘(1) to provide consular services to United
States citizens traveling in Tibet; and

‘(2) to monitor political, economic, and
cultural developments in Tibet.

“(b) PorLicY.—The Secretary may not au-
thorize the establishment in the United
States of any additional consulate of the
People’s Republic of China until such time as
a United States consulate in Lhasa, Tibet, is
established under subsection (a).”.

(d) RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN TIBET.—Sec-
tion 620(b) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 6901 note) is
amended by adding at the end before the pe-
riod the following: ‘‘, including with respect



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-08T23:54:32-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




