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Kings Point, as well as the mariners 
who served across the country, deserve 
the highest recognition. 

Sadly, many of these midshipmen did 
not even receive veteran status until 
1988. But it is not too late. It is time we 
recognized their sacrifice and award 
them this much-deserved Congres-
sional Gold Medal. 

I applaud my colleagues, all of them, 
for supporting this and Congressman 
JOHN GARAMENDI, especially, for his 
leadership, and I ask my colleagues to 
support our brave merchant mariners. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam 
Speaker, I am prepared to close, and 
let me say in closing what a pleasure it 
is to work with my friend from Guam 
on this bill to recognize our merchant 
mariners. 

I thank my friend from New York 
(Mr. SUOZZI) who has the privilege 
every day of representing the Merchant 
Marine Academy on Long Island. 

Let’s come together as a Congress 
and support this important effort to 
recognize those who gave so much to 
save the world and make the world safe 
for democracy. We couldn’t have done 
it without our merchant marines and 
their bravery across the seas. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

I am pleased that this bipartisan bill 
honors those who answered this Na-
tion’s call to duty, regardless of the 
danger and without expectation of ac-
colades. 

This bill incorporates relevant tech-
nical changes introduced by the Senate 
and includes the additional recognition 
of the students of the Merchant Marine 
Academy who lost their lives in service 
to their country. It is time that we 
give these courageous mariners the 
recognition they have more than 
earned. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this 
important piece of legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Guam (Mr. SAN 
NICOLAS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5671. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ADVANCING RESEARCH TO 
PREVENT SUICIDE ACT 

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4704) to direct the Director of 
the National Science Foundation to 
support multidisciplinary research on 
the science of suicide, and to advance 
the knowledge and understanding of 
issues that may be associated with sev-
eral aspects of suicide including intrin-
sic and extrinsic factors related to 

areas such as wellbeing, resilience, and 
vulnerability, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4704 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Advancing 
Research to Prevent Suicide Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The rate of Americans dying by suicide 

is on the rise, increasing 10.7 to 14.0 deaths 
per 100,000 people from 2001 to 2017. 

(2) Suicide is the tenth-leading cause of 
death among people in the United States and 
the second-leading cause of death for young 
people between the ages of 15 and 34. 

(3) The National Science Foundation funds 
research that is improving our basic under-
standing of factors with potential relevance 
to suicide, including potential relevance to 
prevention and treatment. 

(4) Despite progress in mental health re-
search, current gaps exist in scientific under-
standing and basic knowledge of human neu-
ral, genetic, cognitive, perceptual, behav-
ioral, social, and environmental factors with 
potential relevance to suicide. 
SEC. 3. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION RE-

SEARCH. 
(a) The Director of the National Science 

Foundation, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of the National Institutes of Health and 
the Director of the National Institute on 
Mental Health where appropriate, shall, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, 
award grants on a competitive, merit-re-
viewed basis to institutions of higher edu-
cation (or consortia of such institutions) to 
support multidisciplinary, fundamental re-
search with potential relevance to suicide, 
including potential relevance to prevention 
and treatment, including but not limited 
to— 

(1) basic understanding of human social be-
havior; 

(2) the neural basis of human cognition; 
(3) basic understanding of cognitive, lin-

guistic, social, cultural and biological proc-
esses related to human development across 
the lifespan; 

(4) basic understanding of perceptual, 
motor, and cognitive processes, and their 
interaction, in typical human behavior; and 

(5) basic understanding of the relevance of 
drug and alcohol abuse. 

(b) To promote the development of early 
career researchers, in awarding funds under 
subsection (a) the National Science Founda-
tion shall encourage applications submitted 
by early career researchers, including doc-
toral students or postdoctoral researchers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. MCADAMS) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. GONZALEZ) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

b 1745 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on H.R. 
4704, the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of my bipartisan legislation, H.R. 
4704, the Advancing Research to Pre-
vent Suicide Act, which directs the Na-
tional Science Foundation to support 
fundamental, multidisciplinary re-
search to further our understanding of 
suicide. 

In Utah and across the country, com-
munities are facing a mental health 
crisis. Public health and medical pro-
fessionals are tracking an alarming 
rise in the rate of death by suicide, a 30 
percent increase from 2000 to 2016 oc-
curring in nearly every State. 

Suicide is now the second leading 
cause of death among Americans age 15 
to 24 and the first cause of death for 
Utahns in the same age range. Behind 
the statistics are heart-wrenching sto-
ries, such as the one I heard in Utah 
last month. 

A local television news anchor coura-
geously told her family’s personal 
story. Her 44-year-old husband, who 
was a physical therapist working to-
ward a doctorate degree, died by sui-
cide. She thought their family was 
doing well, but what she did not know 
was that her husband had struggled 
with depression in secret for years. 

A week after his death, she went 
through his phone and noticed a call to 
a national suicide hotline. The call was 
placed the day before he died. He didn’t 
say anything to his wife, not that he 
was struggling or having a hard time. 

Now, she is using her platform in the 
newsroom to talk about her experience 
and break the stigma that surrounds 
mental illness. People need to under-
stand, she says, that this is not some-
thing to be ashamed of and to ensure 
that we can get help and support to 
those who find themselves in crisis. 

In developing this legislation, I re-
cently convened a panel of experts in 
Utah, including healthcare providers, 
advocates, and community leaders. One 
constituent shared with me that her 
school district has had three students 
die by suicide in this school year alone. 
The immense tragedy of this—young 
people who die far too early—has left 
an entire community grieving and re-
flecting upon how we can help those in 
need. 

This epidemic has led to much-need-
ed action in Utah to identify and to 
support those at risk and those in cri-
sis. It has also brought new attention 
to the need to understand suicide and 
to help develop interventions to sup-
port people at risk. 

How we understand human behavior, 
our social ties, and the environments 
in which we live connects us to under-
standing what puts people at risk of 
suicide and how we can support those 
in crisis, not to mention the changing 
issues that people face, particularly 
young people, from economic change 
and the constant presence of tech-
nology that reshape how we live, how 
we connect, and how we communicate. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:49 Jan 28, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K27JA7.016 H27JAPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
Y

8H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH550 January 27, 2020 
This legislation will contribute to 

the foundational research that we need 
to give our mental health professionals 
the tools to save lives. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to have 
developed the Advancing Research to 
Prevent Suicide Act with my colleague 
and my friend, Congressman ANTHONY 
GONZALEZ of Ohio, to direct research 
into these questions and issues through 
the National Science Foundation. 

The National Science Foundation is a 
cornerstone of our Nation’s scientific 
efforts and leadership. It supports fun-
damental research in many key fields 
related to our understanding of sui-
cide—social behavior, cognition, devel-
opment, genetics, and so much more. 

I extend my thanks to the teams at 
the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention and the American Psycho-
logical Association for their insight on 
and endorsement of this legislation. 

I also thank Chairwoman JOHNSON 
and her staff for her support and co-
sponsorship of this bill and for her 
leadership on our committee to address 
the scientific and research issues fac-
ing our Nation today. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan bill 
that will advance our national efforts 
to address the suicide crisis, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 4704, the Advancing Re-
search to Prevent Suicide Act. I was 
proud to join my friend, Congressman 
MCADAMS, in introducing this legisla-
tion, and I thank him for his leadership 
and his efforts to reduce suicide rates. 

H.R. 4704 directs the National 
Science Foundation to support multi-
disciplinary research to discover the 
root causes of the growing suicide epi-
demic across the United States. 

The Advancing Research to Prevent 
Suicide Act will work to address sui-
cide from all angles. The research au-
thorized under this bill will look at so-
cial and economic factors, the use of 
technology, and the stigma associated 
with mental health conditions. 

Madam Speaker, just this past week, 
I participated in a suicide prevention 
roundtable organized by my office to 
hear from local community leaders and 
stakeholders about the ongoing efforts 
to prevent suicide among youth and 
veterans and to stop suicide contagions 
from spreading. I left the meeting en-
couraged by the ongoing efforts in my 
community, but I also left knowing 
that there is still much to be done. 

Madam Speaker, I want to provide 
my colleagues with some raw data to 
give a full picture of the scope of the 
crisis in our country and in my home 
State of Ohio. 

The National Center for Health Sta-
tistics and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention released data rank-
ing suicide as the 10th most common 
cause of death among Americans of all 
ages in 2017. Between 1999 and 2017, the 

suicide rate increased by 33 percent in 
the United States. 

Nationally, the veteran suicide rate 
is 11⁄2 times the rate of nonveteran 
adults, with 6,139 veterans dying from 
suicide in 2017 alone. 

Closer to my district, according to a 
report published by the Northeast Ohio 
Youth Health Survey, between August 
2017 and March 2018, the suicide rate 
among Stark County youth ages 10–19 
rose to more than 7 times the national 
rate and 11 times the 2011–2016 Stark 
County rate. Furthermore, between 
2000 and 2016, suicide rates increased by 
36 percent in the entire State of Ohio. 

Personally, three of my own college 
football teammates have taken their 
lives in the past 12 months alone. 

We all know we have a mental health 
crisis in this country, but for me and 
my constituents, the suicide problem 
has impacted far too many close to 
home, as seen by the suicide rates in 
Stark County and the State of Ohio. 

Too many times, when I have met 
with a group of constituents to discuss 
an international trade or veteran-re-
lated policy issue, often, the biggest 
problem on their mind is the growing 
suicide threat. 

In 2018, a high school near my dis-
trict suffered from what CDC called a 
suicide contagion, when six students 
killed themselves within a 6-month 
timeframe. 

I sincerely believe that if we want to 
make a dent in the issue at hand, we 
need to be more proactive in finding 
the causes of suicide clusters and sui-
cide contagions. Our children, our vet-
erans, and our neighbors cannot wait 
much longer. It is imperative that we 
dig in and put in the work to find the 
roots of this crisis. 

The more we know about the funda-
mental causes, the better equipped we 
will be as a country to tackle the prob-
lem head-on, and that is what this bill 
does. 

Madam Speaker, again, I thank Con-
gressman MCADAMS, Chairwoman 
JOHNSON, and Ranking Member LUCAS 
for bringing this bill to the House floor 
today. I am encouraged by the biparti-
sanship already shown on this initia-
tive, and I look forward to working 
with my colleagues to see this bill 
signed into law. 

Suicide was the 10th leading cause of 
death in the United States in 2017 and 
the second leading cause of death 
among people ages 10–34. 

For our Nation’s veterans, it is an 
epidemic. We lose 17 veterans in Amer-
ica a day to suicide. 

This bill will support basic research 
at the National Science Foundation 
that will inform better interventions 
and improve their outcomes. 

Madam Speaker, I again thank Con-
gressman MCADAMS for his work on 
this bill. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, we 
are facing a suicide epidemic in this 
country. This legislation will bring re-

sources to address this epidemic and to 
identify solutions that help to bend the 
curve and help to prevent future death 
by suicide. 

Madam Speaker, I urge adoption of 
this important bipartisan legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 4704, the—Ad-
vancing Research to Prevent Suicide Act. I 
want to thank Representative MCADAMS for his 
leadership in this good bipartisan bill, which I 
am proud to cosponsor. 

Tragically, suicide is a major public health 
concern in our country. According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, suicide is the second 
leading cause of death among young people 
between ages 10 and 34 and the fourth lead-
ing cause of death for individuals between 
ages 35 and 54. 

In 2017, suicide accounted for more than 
twice as many fatalities than homicide. 

Despite decades of research into the com-
plex and multifaceted risk factors and cir-
cumstances that contribute to suicidal 
thoughts and behavior, the rate of death by 
suicide is rising. In 2017, 18 out of every 
100,000 Americans were lost to suicide. We 
haven’t seen a suicide rate this high since 
World War II. 

We must do more to address this crisis. 
There is a clear need for additional research 
to improve our understanding of the factors 
that put a person at risk of experiencing suici-
dal thoughts and behaviors. The Advancing 
Research to Prevent Suicide Act directs the 
National Science Foundation to support much 
needed research on the science of suicide to 
inform prevention strategies and save lives. 

I want to once again thank Mr. MCADAMS for 
his leadership on this issue. I also want to 
thank Science Committee Ranking Member 
LUCAS and Representatives GONZALEZ and 
BALDERSON for their bipartisan efforts to get 
this bill to the floor today. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
MCADAMS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4704, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

SUPPORTING VETERANS IN STEM 
CAREERS ACT 

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 153) to promote veteran involve-
ment in STEM education, computer 
science, and scientific research, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 153 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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January 27, 2020 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H550
January 27, 2020, on page H550, the following appeared: Mr. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R. 4704, the--Advancing Research to Prevent Suicide Act.The online version has been corrected to read: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R. 4704, the--Advancing Research to Prevent Suicide Act.
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