January 27, 2020

helps honor the legacy of Holocaust
survivor and Nobel laureate Elie
Wiesel.

By shining a light on the horrors of
the Holocaust and educating our youth
about the dangers of anti-Semitism, we
further our commitment to Wiesel’s
call for ‘‘never again.”

I thank Mrs. MALONEY for her dec-
ades of leadership on this bill and for
working on the improvements that we
are voting on today, and I thank all of
those who have worked on this impor-
tant issue.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes,” and I yield back
the balance of my time.
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Mr. NORCROSS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Right up the road from where I live
in New Jersey, there is a woman, Rosa-
lie Simon, a Holocaust survivor, who
settled there right after World War II.
She returned this past week to Ausch-
witz for the first time since she was a
prisoner there in 1945, when she was 12
years old. She said the following:

I want to go back as a survivor and look
back on what I went through. I want to go
back as a human being, not as an inmate.

We must honor Rosalie and many
like her and all of the survivors and
victims by supporting H.R. 943, the
Never Again Education Act, to ensure
the Holocaust is never forgotten and
never repeated.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | express support for H.R. 943, the
Never Again Education Act. Today, January
27, marks Holocaust Remembrance Day, as
well as the 75th anniversary of the liberation
of Auschwitz. We, as a society, have an en-
during obligation to not only educate our-
selves, but also future generations, on the
atrocities that took place from 1933 to 1945 so
that they are never repeated again. As Nobel
Peace Prize winner, and Holocaust survivor,
Elie Wiesel stated, “For the survivor who
chooses to testify, it is clear: his duty is to
bear witness for the dead and for the living.
He has no right to deprive future generations
of a past that belongs to our collective mem-
ory. To forget would be not only dangerous
but offensive.”

Since its opening in 1993, the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum has served as a
reminder for the American public, as well as
all other visitors to Washington, DC, on the
horrors suffered during the Holocaust, in which
Adolf Hitler systematically persecuted and
murdered six million Jews. H.R. 943, intro-
duced by my good friends Reps. CAROLYN
MALONEY and ELISE STEFANIK, would reinforce
the work the Holocaust Memorial Museum
performs by providing school systems around
the country access to resources to incorporate
Holocaust educational materials into their cur-
riculums. This legislation will help ensure our
nation’s next generation never forgets the hor-
rible actions the Nazis committed, and is bet-
ter prepared to fight efforts like this in the fu-
ture.

Unfortunately, almost 75 years after the end
of World War I, anti-Semitism still exists
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today, with cases of violence and harassment
frequently in the news. It is my hope that the
Never Again Education Act will help stem the
tide of this cowardice and bigotry.

Once again, | applaud the House of Rep-
resentatives for taking up this vital piece of
legislation, and look forward to working with
my colleagues to promote religious tolerance
in the U.S.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
NORCROSS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 943, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. NORCROSS. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

MERCHANT MARINERS OF WORLD
WAR II CONGRESSIONAL GOLD
MEDAL ACT OF 2020

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 5671) to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the
United States Merchant Mariners of
World War II, in recognition of their
dedicated and vital service during
World War II.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5671

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Merchant
Mariners of World War II Congressional Gold
Medal Act of 2020°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) 2020 marked the 75th anniversary of Al-
lied victory in World War II.

(2) The United States Merchant Marine (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Merchant
Marine’’) was integral in providing the link
between domestic production and the fight-
ing forces overseas, providing combat equip-
ment, fuel, food, commodities, and raw ma-
terials to troops stationed abroad.

(3) Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King acknowl-
edged the indispensability of the Merchant
Marine to the victory in a 1945 letter stating
that, without the support of the Merchant
Marine, ‘“‘the Navy could not have accom-
plished its mission™.

(4) President, and former Supreme Com-
mander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces,
Dwight D. Eisenhower acknowledged that
‘‘through the prompt delivery of supplies and
equipment to our armed forces overseas, and
of cargoes representing economic and mili-
tary aid to friendly nations, the American
Merchant Marine has effectively helped to
strengthen the forces of freedom throughout
the world”.

(5) Military missions and war planning
were contingent upon the availability of re-
sources and the Merchant Marine played a
vital role in this regard, ensuring the effi-
cient and reliable transoceanic transport of
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military equipment and both military and
civilian personnel.

(6) The Merchant Marine provided for the
successful transport of resources and per-
sonnel despite consistent and ongoing expo-
sure to enemy combatants from both the air
and the sea, including from enemy bomber
squadrons, submarines, and naval mines.

(7) The efforts of the Merchant Marine
were not without sacrifices as the Merchant
Marine likely bore a higher per-capita cas-
ualty rate than any of the military branches
during the war.

(8) The Merchant Marine proved to be an
instrumental asset on an untold number of
occasions, participating in every landing op-
eration by the United States Marine Corps,
from Guadalcanal to Okinawa.

(9) The Merchant Marine provided the bulk
tonnage of material necessary for the inva-
sion of Normandy, an invasion which, ac-
cording to a 1944 New York Times article,
“would not have been possible without the
Merchant Marine’’.

(10) In assessing the performance of the
Merchant Marine, General Eisenhower stat-
ed, ‘“every man in this Allied command is
quick to express his admiration for the loy-
alty, courage, and fortitude of the officers
and men of the Merchant Marine. We count
upon their efficiency and their utter devo-
tion to duty as we do our own; they have
never failed us’’.

(11) During a September 1944 speech, Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt stated that the
Merchant Marine had ‘‘delivered the goods
when and where needed in every theater of
operations and across every ocean in the big-
gest, the most difficult, and dangerous trans-
portation job ever undertaken. As time goes
on, there will be greater public under-
standing of our merchant fleet’s record dur-
ing this war’.

(12) The feats and accomplishments of the
Merchant Marine are deserving of broader
public recognition.

(13) The United States will be forever
grateful and indebted to these merchant
mariners for their effective, reliable, and
courageous transport of goods and resources
in enemy territory throughout theaters of
every variety in World War II.

(14) The goods and resources transported
by the Merchant Marine saved thousands of
lives and enabled the Allied Powers to claim
victory in World War II.

(15) The Congressional Gold Medal would
be an appropriate way to shed further light
on the service of the merchant mariners in
World War II and the instrumental role they
played in winning that war.

(16) Many students of the Merchant Marine
Academy lost their lives as they sailed
through enemy-controlled waters or un-
loaded cargo in overseas combat areas, and,
as a result, the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy is the only institution among
the 5 Federal academies to be authorized to
carry a battle standard as part of its color
guard.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make
appropriate arrangements for the award, on
behalf of Congress, of a single gold medal of
appropriate design to the United States mer-
chant mariners of World War II, in recogni-
tion of their dedicated and vital service dur-
ing World War II.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award described in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (in this
Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall
strike the gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined
by the Secretary.
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(c) AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINE MU-
SEUM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal under subsection (a), the gold
medal shall be given to the American Mer-
chant Marine Museum, where it will be
available for display as appropriate and
available for research.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the American Merchant Ma-
rine Museum should make the gold medal
given to the Museum under paragraph (1)
available for display elsewhere, particularly
at appropriate locations associated with the
United States Merchant Marine and that
preference should be given to locations affili-
ated with the United States Merchant Ma-
rine.

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

Under such regulations as the Secretary
may prescribe, the Secretary may strike and
sell duplicates in bronze of the gold medal
struck under section 3, at a price sufficient
to cover the costs of the medals, including
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and
overhead expenses.

SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—Medals struck
under this Act are national medals for pur-
poses of chapter 51 of title 31, United States
Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code,
all medals struck under this Act shall be
considered to be numismatic items.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. SAN NICOLAS) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 5671,
the Merchant Mariners of World War I1
Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2020.

I want to thank the gentleman from
California (Mr. GARAMENDI) for his
work on this bill, which honors the
courage and sacrifice of the civilian
mariners of the Merchant Marine.

In the early days of America’s in-
volvement in World War II, German U-
boats sank numerous vessels during
the Battle of the Atlantic. While many
think of convoys being attacked as
being close to Europe, the German
Navy also took the war to the U.S.
Eastern seaboard. In March 1942 alone,
27 ships from six Allied nations were
sunk off U.S. shores. All told, 733
American cargo ships were lost during
World War II.

Despite this danger, some 215,000 ci-
vilian merchant marines served with
courage to establish and maintain crit-
ical supply lines, ensuring that vital
supplies, cargo, and personnel reached
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Allied forces in both Europe and Asia.
Though they had no military standing
or government benefits, these civilian
mariners often faced German U-boat
assaults.

These brave mariners paid a heavy
price in service to their country, suf-
fering the highest casualty rate of any
branch of U.S. Armed Forces during
World War II. An estimated 9,300 mari-
ners lost their lives, and another 12,000
were wounded to make sure our uni-

formed servicemembers could keep
fighting.
Unfortunately, their sacrifices are

commonly underappreciated and often
overlooked. They were not even consid-
ered veterans until Congress remedied
that disservice in 1988, and many of our
histories of World War II give them a
passing mention or do not recognize
their vital role in ensuring the success
of the Allied forces.

Now, on the 75th anniversary of the
Allied victory in World War II, let us
give these brave mariners the recogni-
tion they so richly deserve.

I thank Mr. GARAMENDI for intro-
ducing this bill this Congress, and I
urge Members to vote ‘“‘yes.”

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 5671, the Mer-
chant Mariners of World War II Con-
gressional Gold Medal Act of 2020.

Madam Speaker, it is fair to say
that, when we look back on the many
victories of World War II, unfortu-
nately, too often, our Merchant Ma-
rine, our merchant mariners are over-
looked. It is this exact reason why this
Congress has come together to pass
this bill to honor these brave sailors
and their legacy.

During wartime, merchant mariners
became an auxiliary to the Navy; and,
as such, civilian volunteers traded
intercoastal bulk cargo routes for dan-
gerous near-coastal and transatlantic
shipping, hauling vital war cargo for
our Allies.

It is in this exact scenario that
250,000 merchant mariners found them-
selves when World War II broke out.
Many of these brave men perished at
sea. In fact, Madam Speaker, 1 in 26
never made it home.

Madam Speaker, the merchant mari-
ners who survived World War II were fi-
nally awarded veteran status in 1988.
And if you walk down The Mall here in
the Nation’s Capital, you will find the
World War II Memorial, and you will
find the seal of the merchant mari-
ners—which reads, ‘“In Peace and
War’”’—honoring those 1lost during
World War II.

The importance of the merchant
mariners was not lost on our former
Chief Executives. President Eisen-
hower, when he was the General of the
Army, stated:

When final victory is ours, there is no or-
ganization that shared its credit more de-
servedly than the Merchant Marine.
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President Franklin Roosevelt simi-
larly stated:

The men of our American Merchant Marine
have pushed through despite the perils of the
submarine, the dive bomber, the surface
raider. They have returned voluntarily to
their jobs at sea again and again, because
they know, they realized their lifeline to the
battlefront would be broken if they did not
carry out their mission, that vital, vital part
of the global war.

Indeed, America as ally, as arsenal of
democracy, as manufacturer of the
critical war material necessary to win
in Europe and win across the Atlantic
would be lost were it not for the mer-
chant mariners.

These men deserve the recognition of
this gold medal. Of the 250,000 World
War II merchant mariners who were
part of that global struggle, fewer than
2,000 merchant mariner veterans are
believed to still be alive today. It is
imperative that we commemorate their
service, their sacrifice, their leader-
ship, their integral role in the victory
of the Atlantic and the Pacific.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker,
I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. SUOZZI).

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 5671, the Mer-
chant Mariners of World War II Con-
gressional Gold Medal Act, introduced
by Representative GARAMENDI. This act
will award a Congressional Gold Medal,
an extremely high honor, to the mer-
chant mariners who served our country
during World War II.

This legislation is particularly time-
ly, as the Board of Visitors of the
United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy, of which I am a member, is meet-
ing on campus next week in Kings
Point, Long Island, in my district.

The United States Merchant Marine
Academy is the only service academy
whose students engage in combat dur-
ing times of war. In fact, over 7,000 of
these students answered our Nation’s
call to duty. Six hundred are still alive
today, but 142 of them did not make it
back from World War II.

Edwin J. O’Hara was one of those stu-
dents. In 1942, Edwin O’Hara was just
another 19-year-old cadet and signed on
aboard the newly delivered Liberty
ship SS Stephen Hopkins in San Fran-
cisco, California.

On one foggy, hazy night aboard the
ship, a German raider appeared out of
the mist and began firing at close
range. Bullets rained down on the crew,
wounding the armed guard commander
and taking him out of action. O’Hara,
just a student, who was nearby, rushed
forward to take his place, firing the
shells left until being mortally wound-
ed by enemy fire.

Only 19 of the 60 men aboard O’Hara’s
ship made it to the lifeboat that night.
O’Hara was not one of them. For his
brave sacrifice, Edwin O’Hara was post-
humously awarded the Distinguished
Service Medal.

Brave men and women like O’Hara at
the Merchant Marine Academy in
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Kings Point, as well as the mariners
who served across the country, deserve
the highest recognition.

Sadly, many of these midshipmen did
not even receive veteran status until
1988. But it is not too late. It is time we
recognized their sacrifice and award
them this much-deserved Congres-
sional Gold Medal.

I applaud my colleagues, all of them,
for supporting this and Congressman
JOHN GARAMENDI, especially, for his
leadership, and I ask my colleagues to
support our brave merchant mariners.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, I am prepared to close, and
let me say in closing what a pleasure it
is to work with my friend from Guam
on this bill to recognize our merchant
mariners.

I thank my friend from New York
(Mr. Suozzl) who has the privilege
every day of representing the Merchant
Marine Academy on Long Island.

Let’s come together as a Congress
and support this important effort to
recognize those who gave so much to
save the world and make the world safe
for democracy. We couldn’t have done
it without our merchant marines and
their bravery across the seas.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time.

I am pleased that this bipartisan bill
honors those who answered this Na-
tion’s call to duty, regardless of the
danger and without expectation of ac-
colades.

This bill incorporates relevant tech-
nical changes introduced by the Senate
and includes the additional recognition
of the students of the Merchant Marine
Academy who lost their lives in service
to their country. It is time that we
give these courageous mariners the
recognition they have more than
earned.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this
important piece of legislation, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Guam (Mr. SAN
NicoLAs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5671.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ADVANCING RESEARCH TO
PREVENT SUICIDE ACT

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4704) to direct the Director of
the National Science Foundation to
support multidisciplinary research on
the science of suicide, and to advance
the knowledge and understanding of
issues that may be associated with sev-
eral aspects of suicide including intrin-
sic and extrinsic factors related to
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areas such as wellbeing, resilience, and
vulnerability, as amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 4704

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Advancing
Research to Prevent Suicide Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The rate of Americans dying by suicide
is on the rise, increasing 10.7 to 14.0 deaths
per 100,000 people from 2001 to 2017.

(2) Suicide is the tenth-leading cause of
death among people in the United States and
the second-leading cause of death for young
people between the ages of 15 and 34.

(3) The National Science Foundation funds
research that is improving our basic under-
standing of factors with potential relevance
to suicide, including potential relevance to
prevention and treatment.

(4) Despite progress in mental health re-
search, current gaps exist in scientific under-
standing and basic knowledge of human neu-
ral, genetic, cognitive, perceptual, behav-
ioral, social, and environmental factors with
potential relevance to suicide.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION RE-
SEARCH.

(a) The Director of the National Science
Foundation, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of the National Institutes of Health and
the Director of the National Institute on
Mental Health where appropriate, shall, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations,
award grants on a competitive, merit-re-
viewed basis to institutions of higher edu-
cation (or consortia of such institutions) to
support multidisciplinary, fundamental re-
search with potential relevance to suicide,
including potential relevance to prevention
and treatment, including but not limited
to—

(1) basic understanding of human social be-
havior;

(2) the neural basis of human cognition;

(3) basic understanding of cognitive, lin-
guistic, social, cultural and biological proc-
esses related to human development across
the lifespan;

(4) basic understanding of perceptual,
motor, and cognitive processes, and their
interaction, in typical human behavior; and

(5) basic understanding of the relevance of
drug and alcohol abuse.

(b) To promote the development of early
career researchers, in awarding funds under
subsection (a) the National Science Founda-
tion shall encourage applications submitted
by early career researchers, including doc-
toral students or postdoctoral researchers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. McCADAMS) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. GONZALEZ) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
4704, the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?
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There was no objection.

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of my bipartisan legislation, H.R.
4704, the Advancing Research to Pre-
vent Suicide Act, which directs the Na-
tional Science Foundation to support
fundamental, multidisciplinary re-
search to further our understanding of
suicide.

In Utah and across the country, com-
munities are facing a mental health
crisis. Public health and medical pro-
fessionals are tracking an alarming
rise in the rate of death by suicide, a 30
percent increase from 2000 to 2016 oc-
curring in nearly every State.

Suicide is now the second leading
cause of death among Americans age 15
to 24 and the first cause of death for
Utahns in the same age range. Behind
the statistics are heart-wrenching sto-
ries, such as the one I heard in Utah
last month.

A local television news anchor coura-
geously told her family’s personal
story. Her 44-year-old husband, who
was a physical therapist working to-
ward a doctorate degree, died by sui-
cide. She thought their family was
doing well, but what she did not know
was that her husband had struggled
with depression in secret for years.

A week after his death, she went
through his phone and noticed a call to
a national suicide hotline. The call was
placed the day before he died. He didn’t
say anything to his wife, not that he
was struggling or having a hard time.

Now, she is using her platform in the
newsroom to talk about her experience
and break the stigma that surrounds
mental illness. People need to under-
stand, she says, that this is not some-
thing to be ashamed of and to ensure
that we can get help and support to
those who find themselves in crisis.

In developing this legislation, I re-
cently convened a panel of experts in
Utah, including healthcare providers,
advocates, and community leaders. One
constituent shared with me that her
school district has had three students
die by suicide in this school year alone.
The immense tragedy of this—young
people who die far too early—has left
an entire community grieving and re-
flecting upon how we can help those in
need.

This epidemic has led to much-need-
ed action in Utah to identify and to
support those at risk and those in cri-
sis. It has also brought new attention
to the need to understand suicide and
to help develop interventions to sup-
port people at risk.

How we understand human behavior,
our social ties, and the environments
in which we live connects us to under-
standing what puts people at risk of
suicide and how we can support those
in crisis, not to mention the changing
issues that people face, particularly
young people, from economic change
and the constant presence of tech-
nology that reshape how we live, how
we connect, and how we communicate.
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