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needs and the needs of our Nation front
and center; that the government is an-
ticipating what resources and re-
sponses will be required in the imme-
diate, middle, and long-term battle
against COVID; and that we are taking
the necessary steps at the Federal level
to maximize our likelihood of national
success.

In a time of such great uncertainty,
any reassurances we can provide our
country should and will be a welcome
salve.

I will say it again: ending the pan-
demic should not, should not be a par-
tisan issue. We need to move forward
together, Democrats and Republicans.
My bill seeks to do just that, and to
take an aggressive approach to tack-
ling this urgent public health crisis.

We can certainly hope for the best,
but we must responsibly prepare for
the worst.

Mrs. MILLER. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further com-
ments on this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I
would just simply close by reminding
everybody that bad planning exacer-
bated greatly the severity and duration
of this pandemic. And if we have
learned anything, we have learned that
we need to plan, we need to have a
plan, and that is certainly true with
our Federal agencies.

I believe this bill is a commonsense
bill that will add to our capability to
respond quickly in the event of a resur-
gence of the coronavirus, and I urge its
passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HECK). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. CONNOLLY) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7496, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

TRANSNATIONAL WHITE SU-
PREMACIST EXTREMISM REVIEW
ACT

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5736) to direct the Under Sec-
retary for Intelligence and Analysis of
the Department of Homeland Security
to develop and disseminate a threat as-
sessment regarding threats to the
United States associated with foreign
violent white supremacist extremist
organizations, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5736

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
“Transnational White Supremacist Extre-
mism Review Act’’.

SEC. 2. THREAT ASSESSMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary for
Intelligence and Analysis of the Department
of Homeland Security shall, in coordination
with appropriate Federal partners, develop a
terrorism threat assessment and reference
aid regarding threats to the United States
associated with foreign violent white su-
premacist extremist organizations. Con-
sistent with the protection of classified and
confidential unclassified information, the
Under Secretary shall share the threat as-
sessment developed under this section with
State, local, and Tribal law enforcement offi-
cials, including officials who operate within
State, local, and regional fusion centers
through the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity State, Local, and Regional Fusion Cen-
ter Initiative established in accordance with
section 210A of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 (6 U.S.C. 124h).

(b) COORDINATION.—The threat assessment
and reference aid developed pursuant to sub-
section (a)—

(1) shall be developed in coordination with
the Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
of the Department of Homeland Security and
other appropriate Federal agencies; and

(2) may be informed by existing products
developed by such Office and agencies, as ap-
propriate.

(c) OVERVIEW.—The threat assessment and
reference aid shall include an overview of
symbols, flags, or other references utilized
by adherents of foreign violent white su-
premacist extremist organizations.

(d) DISTRIBUTION.—Consistent with the pro-
tection of classified and confidential unclas-
sified information, the Under Secretary for
Intelligence and Analysis of the Department
of Homeland Security shall share the threat
assessment and reference aid with the fol-
lowing:

(1) State, local, and Tribal law enforce-
ment officials, including officials who oper-
ate within State, local, and regional fusion
centers through the Department of Home-
land Security State, Local, and Regional Fu-
sion Center Initiative established in accord-
ance with section 210A of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124h).

(2) Appropriate owners and operators of on-
line platforms to assist in identifying con-
tent that may be associated with a foreign
violent white supremacist extremist organi-
zation that may violate the terms of service
of such online platforms, upon request from
such online platforms and in consultation
with the Office of Civil Rights and Civil Lib-
erties of the Department.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FOREIGN VIOLENT WHITE SUPREMACIST
EXTREMIST ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘for-
eign violent white supremacist extremist or-
ganization’ means an organization based
outside the United States that seeks, wholly
or in part, through unlawful acts of force or
violence, to support a belief in the intellec-
tual and moral superiority of the white race
over other races.

(2) ONLINE PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘online
platform’ means internet-based information
services consisting of the storage and proc-
essing of information by and at the request
of a content provider and the dissemination
of such content to third parties.

(f) LIMITATION.—The Under Secretary for
Intelligence and Analysis of the Department
of Homeland Security shall ensure that the
threat assessment and reference aid does not
contain the name or other identifiable infor-
mation of any individual or organization en-
gaged in lawful political or public discourse
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in the United States protected under the
United States Constitution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. UNDERWOOD) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, the government’s latest
reports describe violence by white su-
premacists as a significant terrorist
threat to the homeland.

In fact, it was recently reported that
DHS analysts assessed ‘‘the threat
from white supremacists as the dead-
liest domestic terror threat facing the
U.s.”

Further, this past week, a DHS offi-
cial testified before a Senate com-
mittee that attacks by white suprema-
cists are on average the most lethal of
domestic terrorist actors.

This statement came on the heels of
testimony before the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs
Committee by FBI Director Chris-
topher Wray, who stated that racially-
motivated violent extremists are ‘‘the
most lethal of all domestic extrem-
ists,” and that white supremacists are
the number one threat within that
group.

We have also seen evidence that this
threat is increasingly linked to indi-
viduals and groups abroad.

Last year, the perpetrators of terror
attacks in El Paso, Texas, and Poway,
California, drew inspiration from the
deadly white supremacist attack in
Christchurch, New Zealand.

There are indications that the links
g0 beyond mere inspiration.

Reports have documented that white
supremacists have traveled inter-
nationally to train with neo-Nazi mili-
tant groups in war zone environments.

By some accounts, white supremacist
groups are drawing on jihadist tactics
to organize, and the threat they pose is
no less deadly.

The Transnational White Suprema-
cist Extremism Review Act would re-
quire the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to disseminate a terrorist threat
assessment regarding foreign, violent
white supremacist extremist groups to
State and local law enforcement part-
ners.

The bill also authorizes DHS to share
information regarding symbols used by
such groups with social media compa-
nies to assist in efforts to identify con-
tent that may violate their terms of
service.
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The bill includes vital civil rights
and civil liberties safeguards to protect
First Amendment rights.

The first step in confronting a threat
is making sure that the people on the
front lines have the information they
need to understand it.

When it comes to the white suprema-
cist threat, that is exactly what this
bill would do.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.
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Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise today in strong support of H.R.
5736, the Transnational White Su-
premacist Extremism Review Act.

H.R. 5736 requires the Department of
Homeland Security Undersecretary for
Intelligence and Analysis, I&A, to co-
ordinate with Federal partners and de-
velop a terrorism threat assessment
concerning homeland threats related to
““foreign violent white supremacist ex-
tremist organizations.”

This bill further requires I&A to
share the information with State and
local law enforcement partners, as well
as fusion centers. Ensuring that State
and local law enforcement and fusion
centers have access to information on
current and emerging threats is a fun-
damental responsibility of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, particu-
larly the Office of Intelligence and
Analysis.

The Trump administration has taken
significant action to address domestic
extremism, including white supremacy.
The creation of the Office of Targeted
Violence and Terrorism Prevention in
April 2019 and the release of the DHS
Strategic Framework for Countering
Terrorism and Targeted Violence in
September 2019 demonstrate a coordi-
nated and comprehensive commitment
to addressing emerging threats in both
international and domestic terrorism.

Subcommittee Ranking Member
WALKER led our efforts to negotiate
changes to the base bill during the
committee markup. I want to thank
Subcommittee Chairman ROSE for ac-
cepting our changes to the bill. I urge
its passage, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield as much time as he may consume
to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ROSE), the sponsor of this bill.

Mr. ROSE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentlewoman from Illinois
for yielding her time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
bill, H.R. 5736, the Transnational White
Supremacist Review Act.

Today, our country faces a wide
range of complex threats to our safety,
our security, and our way of life. Not
only are American families having to
keep their communities safe and their
economy together in the face of
COVID, but in large swaths of the
country, they are doing so while deal-
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ing with more frequent and cata-
strophic natural disasters.

Sadly, though, amidst all of this, ter-
rorism does not stop. The homeland se-
curity threat posed by white suprema-
cist extremists is pervasive and per-
sistent. Extremists exploit such crises
as we are in right now. Often, this in-
volves the targeting of the most vul-
nerable in society.

Earlier this year, the Directors of the
FBI and the National Counterterrorism
Center testified before our committee
regarding the unrelenting nature of
bad actors during times like these.
Both testified to the significant home-
land security threat posed by racially
motivated domestic actors, primarily
white supremacist extremists.

In my capacity as chair of the Intel-
ligence and Counterterrorism Sub-
committee, I have joined with my col-
leagues to raise the alarm about this
threat. In carrying out my work on the
committee, I have identified a common
theme. And that is, plain and simple,
that this white supremacist domestic
terrorist problem is, in fact, not do-
mestic at all. It is global in nature.

Look no further than the deadly at-
tacks in El Paso, Texas, and Poway,
California, last year. The U.S. experi-
enced firsthand the ramifications of an
international white supremacist move-
ment when two domestic actors inde-
pendently drew inspiration from the
foreign terrorists who committed the
Christchurch, New Zealand, attack.

Troublingly, there are reports that
white supremacist groups have adapted
recruitment tactics and begun using
training camps modeled after jihadist
groups like al-Qaida and ISIS.

Just last week, a former Trump ad-
ministration counterterrorism official
confirmed that training by foreign
groups is happening when she acknowl-
edged that there have been instances
when our foreign counterterrorism
partners have alerted us to the fact
that U.S. citizens were in their coun-
tries to conduct trainings or partici-
pate in trainings with white suprema-
cist movements.

These foreign partners told this
former official that the U.S. is an ex-
porter of this ideology and must ad-
dress this problem.

This is exactly what this bill today
seeks to address, a bill designed to send
a message to our foreign partners that
Congress hears them and is taking ac-
tion.

This bill would require DHS to
produce and circulate a threat assess-
ment on foreign violent white suprema-
cist extremist groups to local law en-
forcement. It would also push social
media companies to do so much more
in addressing this threat. Crucially,
this bill includes civil rights and civil
liberty safeguards as well.

Countering white supremacy will re-
quire a whole-of-society approach, edu-
cation, awareness, and so on.

Through our work on this com-
mittee, we found that Americans stay
safest when law enforcement at all lev-
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els is equipped with the best available
information. This bill makes sure that
our frontline responders in the law en-
forcement community have just that.

It is endorsed by the ADL, an expert
advocacy group that has tracked the
white supremacist threat for decades.
It is also endorsed by the Blue Dog Co-
alition, a group that looks past par-
tisanship and advocates for common-
sense national security solutions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on its passage.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on the
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As the surge in white supremacist ex-
tremist attacks in the United States
and around world puts all of us at risk,
I commend my committee colleague
Mr. ROSE for introducing this legisla-
tion, and I urge passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
UNDERWOOD) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5736, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
SAFE COMMUNITIES ACT OF 2020

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5780) to enhance stakeholder
outreach to and operational engage-
ment with owners and operators of
critical infrastructure and other rel-
evant stakeholders by the Cybersecu-
rity and Infrastructure Security Agen-
cy to bolster security against acts of
terrorism and other homeland security
threats, including by maintaining a
clearinghouse of security guidance,
best practices, and other voluntary
content developed by the Agency or ag-
gregated from trusted sources, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5780

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Safe Com-
munities Act of 2020”°.

SEC. 2. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CISA DIRECTOR
RELATING TO SECURITY RE-
SOURCES CLEARINGHOUSE.

Subsection (c) of section 2202 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 652) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (6) through
(11) as paragraphs (7) through (12), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:
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