
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4674 September 22, 2020 
aid programs to increase their effec-
tiveness and multiply developmental 
outcomes for young children. Cur-
rently, less than 1 percent of our U.S. 
budget goes towards international aid 
programs, so it is critical that those 
limited dollars do as much good as pos-
sible. 

Today, the need for the enactment of 
our bill into law is more pressing than 
ever, as experts agree that the sec-
ondary impacts of COVID–19, such as 
increased food insecurity, malnutri-
tion, and violence, will fall most heav-
ily on vulnerable children. The Global 
Child Thrive Act will support the most 
vulnerable children to withstand the 
secondary impacts of the coronavirus, 
as well as future deadly pandemics. 

Moreover, this act is crucial, since 
children around the globe are continu-
ously affected by widespread poverty 
and the lack of adequate childcare. Ac-
cording to UNICEF, extreme poverty in 
low- and middle-income countries is 
the reason why 250 million children 5 
years old and younger may not achieve 
their full developmental potential. 

Moreover, UNICEF reports that at 
least ‘‘75 million children under age 
five live in areas affected by conflict.’’ 
Conflict increases a child’s ‘‘risk of 
toxic stress’’ and ‘‘can inhibit brain 
cell connections.’’ 

Finally, Madam Speaker, I thank 
Congressman CASTRO for his biparti-
sanship and his hard work on this leg-
islation. I also thank Chairman ENGEL 
and Ranking Member MCCAUL, all fine 
colleagues of mine, for their coopera-
tion and support on our legislation. 

As we all know, Madam Speaker, fo-
cusing on children is focusing on our 
future, and I urge all of my colleagues, 
Democrat and Republican, to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 4864, the Global Child 
Thrive Act. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. I am prepared to close. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my good 
friend, BRIAN FITZPATRICK, for his work 
in the FBI. I thought it was very com-
pelling, the testimony about putting 
children’s lives as the highest priority 
as he served as a very distinguished 
special agent in the Bureau and now 
serves in this Congress. I think George-
town University ranked him as the 
most bipartisan Member of this body, 
of the House. I take pride in being on 
the top of the list, but Mr. 
FITZPATRICK’s service in this House has 
been to issues of importance to Ameri-
cans. 

Most Americans don’t want us bick-
ering. Most Americans want us work-
ing across the aisle to get good things 
done for the people of this country. The 
gentleman has demonstrated that 
every day I have witnessed him in of-
fice in this Congress and since he has 
served in office. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
man CASTRO for his leadership. 

Finally, Madam Speaker, being a 
Catholic myself, I do want to thank 
Catholic Relief Services and the devel-
opment community for their work on 
this bill, working so hard to get to this 
point where we are now on the floor of 
the House of Representatives in the 
United States Congress getting ready 
to pass such an important bill that will 
save so many children’s lives. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself as much time 
as I may consume. 

It is now up to us to pass this bill 
that is before us today and to send a 
strong signal to the Senate that pass-
ing the Global Child Thrive Act into 
law is urgent. 

I also, Madam Speaker, as folks have 
said, want to thank Catholic Relief 
Services for all of their work and the 
work of their members and different 
chapters throughout the country in 
helping to shepherd this bill. 

As the world toils through a dev-
astating pandemic, now more than 
ever, we must keep child welfare and 
the elimination of poverty front and 
center if we are to lead our country 
and the world to a stronger, healthier, 
and more resilient condition. We must 
stand united and be the acting con-
science of the country. It is our job to 
do so. 

I, therefore, Madam Speaker, urge 
my colleagues in the House to support 
this measure so we can get it to the 
President’s desk and have it signed 
into law. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAS-
TRO) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 4864, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LEVERAGING INFORMATION ON 
FOREIGN TRAFFICKERS ACT 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 5664) to amend 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000 to ensure adequate time for the 
preparation of the annual Trafficking 
in Persons Report, require the timely 
provision of information to the Office 
to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 
Persons and the Bureau of Diplomatic 
Security of the Department of State 
regarding the number and location of 
visa denials based, in whole or in part, 
on grounds related to human traf-
ficking, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5664 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Leveraging 
Information on Foreign Traffickers Act’’ or 
the ‘‘LIFT Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the annual Trafficking In Persons Re-

port prepared by the Department of State 
pursuant to the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (the ‘‘TIP Report’’) remains 
one of the most comprehensive, timely, and 
important sources of information on human 
trafficking in the world, and currently in-
cludes 187 individual country narratives; 

(2) in January 2019, the statute mandating 
the TIP Report was amended to require that 
each report must cover efforts and activities 
occurring within the period from April 1 of 
the prior year through March 31 of the cur-
rent year, which necessarily requires the col-
lection and transmission of information 
after March 31; 

(3) ensuring that the Department of State 
has adequate time to receive, analyze, and 
incorporate trafficking-related information 
into its annual Trafficking In Persons Re-
port is important to the quality and com-
prehensiveness of that report; 

(4) information regarding prevalence and 
patterns of human trafficking is important 
for understanding the scourge of modern 
slavery and making effective decisions about 
where and how to combat it; and 

(5) United States officials responsible for 
monitoring and combating trafficking in 
persons around the world should receive 
available information regarding where and 
how often United States diplomatic and con-
sular officials encounter persons who are re-
sponsible for, or who knowingly benefit 
from, severe forms of trafficking in persons. 
SEC. 3. ANNUAL DEADLINE FOR TRAFFICKING IN 

PERSONS REPORT. 
Section 110(b)(1) of the Trafficking Victims 

Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(1)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘June 1’’ and inserting 
‘‘June 30’’. 
SEC. 4. UNITED STATES ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 
(a) EXTENSION.—Section 115(h) of the Jus-

tice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015 
(Public Law 114–22; 129 Stat. 243) is amended 
by striking ‘‘September 30, 2021’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘September 30, 2025’’. 

(b) COMPENSATION.—Section 115(f) of the 
Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015 
(Public Law 114–22; 129 Stat. 243) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon at the end; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 
at end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) may each receive compensation for 
each day such member is engaged in the ac-
tual performance of the duties of the Coun-
cil.’’. 

(c) COMPENSATION REPORT.—Not later than 
120 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of State shall provide 
to the relevant congressional committees a 
plan to implement compensation for mem-
bers of the United States Advisory Council 
on Human Trafficking pursuant to paragraph 
(3) of section 115(f) of the Justice for Victims 
of Trafficking Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–22; 
129 Stat. 243), as added by subsection (b). 
SEC. 5. TIMELY PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO 

THE OFFICE TO MONITOR AND COM-
BAT TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 106 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
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U.S.C. 7104) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(l) INFORMATION REGARDING HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING-RELATED VISA DENIALS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
shall ensure that the Office to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking in Persons and the Bu-
reau of Diplomatic Security of the Depart-
ment of State receive timely and regular in-
formation regarding United States visa deni-
als based, in whole or in part, on grounds re-
lated to human trafficking. 

‘‘(2) DECISIONS REGARDING ALLOCATION.— 
The Secretary of State shall ensure that de-
cisions regarding the allocation of resources 
of the Department of State related to com-
bating human trafficking and to law enforce-
ment presence at United States diplomatic 
and consular posts appropriately take into 
account— 

‘‘(A) the information described in para-
graph (1); and 

‘‘(B) the information included in the most 
recent report submitted in accordance with 
section 110(b).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 103 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraphs: 

‘‘(18) GROUNDS RELATED TO HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING.—The term ‘grounds related to 
human trafficking’ means grounds related to 
the criteria for inadmissibility to the United 
States described in subsection (a)(2)(H) of 
section 212 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182).’’. 
SEC. 6. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

(a) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall provide to the 
relevant congressional committees a report 
that— 

(1) describes the actions that have been 
taken and that are planned to implement 
subsection (l) of section 106 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7104), as added by section 5 of this Act; 
and 

(2) identifies by country and by United 
States diplomatic and consular post the 
number of visa applications denied during 
the previous calendar year with respect to 
which the basis for such denial, included 
grounds related to human trafficking (as 
such term is defined in section 103 of the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7102) (as amended by section 5(b))). 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Beginning with the 
first annual anti-trafficking report required 
under subsection (b)(1) of section 110 of the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7107; enacted as division A of the 
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act of 2000) that is submitted after the 
date of the enactment of this Act and con-
current with each such subsequent submis-
sion for the following seven years, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the relevant 
congressional committees a report that con-
tains information relating to the number 
and the locations of United States visa deni-
als based, in whole or in part, on grounds re-
lated to human trafficking (as such term is 
defined in section 103 of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102) 
(as amended by section 5(b))) during the pe-
riod covered by each such annual anti-traf-
ficking report. 
SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) LOCATIONS OF UNITED STATES VISA DENI-

ALS.—The term ‘‘location of United States 
visa denials’’ means— 

(A) the United States diplomatic or con-
sular post at which a denied United States 
visa application was adjudicated; and 

(B) the city or locality of residence of the 
applicant whose visa application was so de-
nied. 

(2) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘relevant congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CASTRO) and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. CASTRO). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 5664. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, human trafficking, 
better termed modern-day slavery, has 
grown into a sprawling and complex 
billion-dollar criminal enterprise. An 
estimated 25 million people are cur-
rently victims of trafficking, having 
been forced into abusive situations in-
volving forced labor, sex exploitation, 
and involuntary domestic servitude. 

The House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee has a long history of con-
fronting modern-day slavery, and the 
LIFT Act continues that legacy for 
this committee. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my good 
friend and the ranking member of the 
committee, Mr. MCCAUL, for authoring 
this bill, and Mr. SMITH for his leader-
ship on this issue for over two decades. 

In 2000, President Clinton signed into 
law the Victims of Trafficking and Vio-
lence Prevention Act, now hailed as 
the most comprehensive legislation on 
human trafficking to date. That land-
mark piece of legislation came out of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee and was 
authored by our colleague, CHRIS 
SMITH. 

That legislation gave the State De-
partment the responsibility of drafting 
the annual Trafficking Report, which 
has been a critical resource in pushing 
countries to take action to combat 
human trafficking. 

The bill before us ensures that the 
State Department has adequate time 
to prepare the annual Trafficking Re-
port. It streamlines data sharing 
among bureaus on visa denials for 
human traffickers and engages traf-
ficking survivors in our policymaking 
process. 

We must continue to fight modern- 
day slavery and work to enact legisla-
tion that brings us to a brighter future 
free of this horrific injustice. Today’s 

measure is a step in that direction, and 
I hope all of my colleagues, Republican 
and Democrat, will join me in sup-
porting it. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, July 30, 2020. 

Hon. ELIOT L. ENGEL, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ENGEL: This is to advise 
you that the Committee on the Judiciary 
has now had an opportunity to review the 
provisions in H.R. 5664, the LIFT Act, that 
fall within our Rule X jurisdiction. I appre-
ciate your consulting with us on those provi-
sions. The Judiciary Committee has no ob-
jection to your including them in the bill for 
consideration on the House floor, and to ex-
pedite that consideration is willing to waive 
sequential referral, with the understanding 
that we do not thereby waive any future ju-
risdictional claim over those provisions or 
their subject matters. 

In the event a House-Senate conference on 
this or similar legislation is convened, the 
Judiciary Committee reserves the right to 
request an appropriate number of conferees 
to address any concerns with these or simi-
lar provisions that may arise in conference. 

Please place this letter into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the 
measure on the House floor. Thank you for 
the cooperative spirit in which you have 
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our committees. 

Sincerely, 
JERROLD NADLER, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, July 31, 2020. 
Hon. JERROLD NADLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN NADLER: I am writing to 
you concerning H.R. 5664, the LIFT Act. I ap-
preciate your willingness to work coopera-
tively on this legislation. 

I acknowledge that provisions of the bill 
fall within the jurisdiction of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary under House 
Rule X, and that your Committee will forgo 
action on H.R. 5664 to expedite floor consid-
eration. I further acknowledge that the inac-
tion of your Committee with respect to the 
bill does not waive any future jurisdictional 
claim over the matters contained in the bill 
that fall within your jurisdiction. I will also 
support the appointment of Committee on 
the Judiciary conferees during any House- 
Senate conference convened on this legisla-
tion. 

Lastly, I will ensure that our exchange of 
letters is included in the Congressional 
Record during floor consideration of the bill. 
Thank you again for your cooperation re-
garding the legislation. I look forward to 
continuing to work with you as the measure 
moves through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
ELIOT L. ENGEL, 

Chairman. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, the trafficking of 
people, whether for sexual exploitation 
or forced labor, is an affront to human 
dignity. It is, as the gentleman from 
Texas said, a modern-day form of slav-
ery that oppresses nearly 25 million 
people around the world, including 
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right here in the United States and in 
my home State of Texas. 

A few years ago, a mother from Katy, 
Texas, in my district, reached out to 
me with one request: ‘‘Please help me 
bring my daughter home, my daughter, 
Courtney.’’ 

Courtney was a junior in high school. 
She was on the swim team and at-
tended church regularly. She was 
groomed, unfortunately, by traffickers. 
She was groomed at her high school. 

Many parents think, ‘‘This can’t hap-
pen to my child,’’ and not in suburbia 
in Houston, but just ask Courtney’s 
family that question. 

The traffickers embedded themselves 
in the high school. They operated 
through Courtney’s classmates. Like 
leeches, they latched onto Courtney’s 
vulnerabilities, and they used them 
against her. It was then that she was 
swept up into this nightmare and used 
like property. 

We may expect things like this out of 
foreign countries, but not in our back-
yards. 

Thankfully, after several months of 
work with law enforcement, Courtney 
returned home to her family. I was 
there when she came home. She had 
battle scars. She had lost so much 
weight. She had just about died. It was 
quite a reunion with a mother and fa-
ther and their daughter who had been 
gone for almost 2 years. 

She now dedicates her time to raising 
awareness and educating others on the 
signs of human trafficking. Her work 
earned her a spot on the U.S. Advisory 
Council on Human Trafficking. I can-
not be more proud of her work and her 
inspiration to me and her contribu-
tions to the council. 

It is because of survivors like Court-
ney and the countless others that 
Chairman ENGEL and I introduced the 
LIFT Act to continue our committee’s 
20-year commitment to combating 
human trafficking. 

b 1330 
The LIFT Act will help our law en-

forcement officers and diplomatic offi-
cials communicate better so we can 
then root out more human traffickers 
and bring them to justice. 

I was surprised to find out that when 
someone applies for a visa at an em-
bassy or a consulate and they are de-
nied on human trafficking grounds, 
that that information is not currently 
given to our law enforcement officers, 
to the FBI. 

The LIFT Act also gives a voice to 
survivors of human trafficking so that 
brave people like Courtney will remain 
a central part of the policy discussion. 

By reauthorizing the survivor-led 
U.S. Advisory Council on Human Traf-
ficking through 2025, which is what this 
bill does, we are empowering survivors 
and sharpening our tools to counter 
traffickers. 

I am very grateful for the support 
this bill has received from the Alliance 
to End Slavery and Trafficking, and 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 

Madam Speaker, the evil of slavery 
was abolished in this country many 
years ago. We are still living up to the 
principles of our Founding Fathers 
that all men are created equal. We are 
still bringing this country to racial and 
social justice. It is still something we 
strive for. We must end this form of 
human slavery today, and this bill is a 
start. 

We have a lot more work to do but 
the numbers are very perplexing. In 
fact, the numbers are very disturbing, 
the numbers of young children, both 
little girls and boys, who are swept up 
into this awful system. 

I have worked most of my life as a 
Federal prosecutor on these issues and 
now in Congress. I put the worst of the 
worst behind bars for these crimes 
where they deserve to spend a very 
long time in our prison system. They 
are the lowest of the low. 

So with this bill today, we renew and 
strengthen our commitment to stand 
with the exploited and the children 
against their oppressors. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. YOHO). 

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to commend Chairmen MCCAUL, 
ENGEL, and my colleague Mr. CASTRO 
for bringing up this strong bipartisan 
bill. 

Human trafficking is an issue which 
is still alive and well today, unfortu-
nately. It is modern-day slavery. 

The International Labour Organiza-
tion estimates that there are 40.3 mil-
lion victims of human trafficking 
worldwide today. The global human 
trafficking market is estimated to be a 
$150 billion per year industry, and I 
hate to call it an industry. The profits 
from these nefarious and heinous acts 
only go to fund corrupt governments 
and organizations to rain more terror, 
pain, organ harvesting, and suffering 
on the world’s most vulnerable popu-
lations. 

As of 2020, the Counter Trafficking 
Data Collaborative shows globally 
108,613 individual cases of human traf-
ficking; 164 countries of exploitation; 
and 175 nationalities. 

The LIFT Act will ensure adequate 
time for preparation of the State De-
partment’s annual Trafficking in Per-
sons Report. It will also require timely 
provisions on information to the State 
Department on the number and loca-
tion of visa denials based wholly or 
partially on grounds related to human 
trafficking. 

One of the greatest challenges in de-
veloping targeted counter-traffic re-
sponses and measuring their impact is 
the lack of reliable, high-quality data 
related to the scale of human traf-
ficking and the profile of the victims. 

The LIFT Act will help to provide 
this global data on human trafficking 

through its insurance of thorough prep-
aration of the State Department’s 
Trafficking in Persons Report. In these 
times of hyper-partisanship, combating 
human trafficking is a worldwide 
scourge on societies that we should, we 
can, and we do tackle in a bipartisan 
fashion here. 

In order to combat human traf-
ficking, we must all continue to work 
together. 

I will, and I encourage all others to 
support the LIFT Act. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, I am 
prepared to close, and I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, in 2002, I formed the 
Internet Crimes Against Children unit 
in the attorney general’s office in the 
State of Texas to stop internet traf-
ficking and stop the exploitation of 
children online. 

Since that day, we have put thou-
sands behind bars. This is a worldwide 
scourge. It happens on an international 
level. 

But what is, again, most disturbing, 
is it is happening now in our back-
yards. It is happening in suburbia 
America. 

A case like Courtney’s is so compel-
ling because you never thought it 
would be possible in a town like Katy, 
Texas, but it happens, and it is hap-
pening all over this Nation. The num-
bers from the FBI are revealing and it 
is an industry. It is a sick industry 
that is run by businessmen; that is run 
by lawyers, an industry that exploits 
our children. 

I have talked to many veterans with 
PTSD, but I can’t imagine the post- 
traumatic stress of a victim of human 
trafficking who has been violated over 
and over and over again, offending the 
deepest ounce of human dignity where 
there is no dignity left, where they had 
to put their mind in such a place—al-
most like Stockholm syndrome—where 
they can survive the horrors that they 
are living in day in and day out. 

Madam Speaker, this has to stop. 
This bill will help, but this Congress 
and the next Congress, we really need 
to ramp up our efforts to take this 
issue square on, to put these monsters 
out of their business and say they are 
closed forever, and to put them behind 
bars for a very, very long time. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to 
thank many in my district who have 
worked hard on this issue: Houston 20’s 
Jenn Hohman, and Austin 20’s Lisa 
Knapp. These women are warriors for 
the cause against human trafficking. I 
also want to thank the Harris County 
human trafficking task force for their 
great work on this effort. They are 
truly one of the models for the Nation. 

When the officials from Homeland 
Security came down from the Blue 
Campaign, they told me this is one of 
the most effective operations we have 
seen in the United States, and it is a 
model for the Nation. 
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Madam Speaker, I urge my col-

leagues to support this meaningful, 
necessary legislation, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume for the purpose of clos-
ing. 

Combating human trafficking is a 
global challenge, and we are proud of 
the State Department’s critical role in 
that effort. This legislation will ensure 
that the Department has the tools and 
resources necessary to counter these 
heinous human rights abuses. 

I would like to thank the ranking 
member, Mr. MCCAUL, for his work on 
this important issue. This is a strong 
bill that I am pleased to support, and I 
urge my colleagues, Democrat and Re-
publican, to do the same. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAS-
TRO) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 5664, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 
965, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 
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HONORING ALL VETERANS ACT 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3010) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to establish a mis-
sion statement of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3010 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Honoring 
All Veterans Act’’. 
SEC. 2. MISSION STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENT 

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 
(a) REQUIRED MISSION STATEMENT.—Section 

301 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(d) The mission statement of the Depart-
ment shall be as follows: ‘To fulfill President 
Lincoln’s promise to care for those ‘‘who 
shall have borne the battle’’ and for their 
families, caregivers, and survivors.’.’’. 

(b) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall— 

(1) publish in the Federal Register and on 
the internet website of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs a notification explaining 
the mission statement of the Department as 
specified in subsection (d) of section 301 of 
title 38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a) of this section; and 

(2) update each internet website of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and other elec-
tronic references that use a previous mission 
statement. 

(c) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date of the enactment of the this Act, 
the Secretary shall develop and issue guid-
ance to all elements of the Department re-
garding the mission statement of the Depart-
ment as specified in subsection (d) of section 
301 of title 38, United States Code, as added 
by subsection (a) of this section. The guid-
ance shall include the following: 

(1) A notification explaining the mission 
statement. 

(2) Instructions and a timeline for updating 
all previous mission statement references at 
each such element. 

(3) A method to monitor and evaluate the 
compliance by facilities of the Department 
with the guidance, including a reporting 
mechanism for such facilities to report back 
to the Secretary on the progress made in up-
dating all non-electronic mission statement 
references. 

(4) Any other information that the Sec-
retary determines necessary to ensure time-
ly compliance with the guidance. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
containing a review and assessment of the 
progress of each element of the Department 
in complying with the guidance under sub-
section (c), including— 

(1) any reasons explaining why an element 
of the Department has failed to implement 
the guidance; and 

(2) a plan to address any such failure to im-
plement the guidance and ensure that each 
element of the Department fully implements 
and complies with the guidance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID P. 
ROE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material on H.R. 
3010. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 3010 establishes 
an inclusive VA mission statement or 
motto as follows: ‘‘To fulfill President 
Lincoln’s promise to care for those 
‘who shall have borne the battle’ and 
for their families, caregivers, and sur-
vivors.’’ Congresswoman RICE intro-
duced this bill to establish a model at 
VA that includes all who VA is man-
dated to serve. 

Since its creation in 1861, only one 
woman, Dr. Mary Walker, has received 
the Medal of Honor. Her citation recog-
nized her for devoting ‘‘herself with 
much patriotic zeal to the sick and 
wounded soldiers, both in the field and 
in hospitals, to the detriment of her 
own health,’’ and enduring ‘‘hardships 
as a prisoner of war.’’ 

She received the Medal of Honor in 
1866 for her service to the U.S. Army 
throughout the American Civil War. 

The current VA mission statement, a 
line from President Lincoln’s second 
inaugural address delivered in 1865, 
uses only male pronouns and excludes 
women and lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer veterans, as 
well as the diversity of their families, 
caregivers and survivors. 

For years, this committee has heard 
from veterans and their supporters 
that both the gender-exclusive motto 
and the VA’s refusal to changes it are 
reflective of a culture that does not 
prioritize or value them. 
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The current model was unilaterally 
selected by the Administrator of what 
was then the Veterans Administration 
in 1959. 

By passing this bill to create a new 
mission statement, we are dem-
onstrating the will of the American 
people for VA’s motto to be inclusive. 
In the original context, President Lin-
coln expressed an intent of inclusion 
and an obligation to care for all who 
had endured conflict. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 3010 both hon-
ors the original spirit of President Lin-
coln’s words while reflecting the full 
scope of VA’s mission and whom they 
must serve. As Dr. Mary Walker said: 
‘‘Let the generations know that women 
in uniform also guaranteed their free-
dom.’’ 

I, again, thank Miss RICE from the 
State of New York for sponsoring this 
bill and for her tireless work on behalf 
of America’s veterans, their families, 
caregivers, and survivors. 

I thank Dr. ROE and the minority 
Members who made bringing this bill 
to the floor a fully bipartisan effort, 
and I hope the Senate will take this on 
swiftly so that it will pass into law be-
fore the end of the 116th Congress. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 3010, the Honoring All Vet-
erans Act, which is sponsored by my 
friend, Congresswoman KATHLEEN RICE 
from New York. 

This bill would establish a mission 
statement in the statute for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. That 
mission statement would read: ‘‘To ful-
fill President Lincoln’s promise to care 
for those ‘who shall have borne the bat-
tle’ and for their families, caregivers, 
and survivors.’’ 

This is in homage to President Lin-
coln’s immortal words in his second in-
augural address, which state, in full: 
‘‘With malice toward none; with char-
ity for all; with firmness in the right, 
as God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive on to finish the work we are in; 
to bind up the Nation’s wounds; to care 
for him who shall have borne the bat-
tle, and for his widow, and his orphan, 
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